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Driver dies as 
trucks collide
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

A driver died and another was critically injured 
in a head-on collision between two trucks in   
Kaliganj upazila of Lalmonirhat yesterday 
morning.

On information, police recovered the body of 
truck driver Markes Ali (34) of Mirzapur area in 
Bagura’s Sherpur upazila, said Officer-in-charge 
of Kaliganj Police Station Golam Rasul.

Police also rescued the injured truck driver 
Farhad Hossain (33) of Jashore and sent him to 
Rangpur Medical College Hospital, the OC said.

According to the police, Ali was returning from 
Burimari land port, while Farhad was heading 
towards the port when the two trucks collided in 
Kakina area on Lalmonirhat-Burimari highway 
around 8:00am.

Man held with 
28 gold bars
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Officials of Chattogram Customs House detained 
a man with 28 gold bars, weighing over 3kg and 
worth around Tk 2.5 crore, at the port city’s 
Shah Amanat International Airport yesterday 
morning. Detainee Shafi Alam landed at the 
airport on a flight of Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
around 10:30am from Saudi Arabia, said Neyamul 
Hasan, deputy commissioner of Customs House, 
Chattogram.

The officials scanned his luggage and found 
the gold bars, hidden inside a charger light and a 
torch, he said.

Filing of a case is underway in this regard.

Diarrhoea 
outbreak 
grips 
Rangamati
UNB, Rangamati

A school student 
died and about 70 
people were afflicted 
with diarrhoea 
in Rangamati’s 
Jurachhari upazila 
in the last two days, 
said health officials 
yesterday.

Rangabi Chakma, 
a second-grader of 
Amtala village, was 
reported to have died 
from diarrhoea on 
Friday, said Ananya 
Chakma, health officer 
of Jurachhari Upazila 
Health Complex.

The authorities at 
the complex rushed 
five medical teams to 
provide treatment in 
the affected villages, 
some in the remotest 
hills.

Ten patients from 
the hilly Amtala 
village of the upazila’s 
Moidang union were 
sent to Rangamati 
hospital on Friday.

Mangal Chakma, 
assistant headmaster 
of Amtala 
Badalhatchhara Govt 
Primary School, said 
the water-borne 
disease was reported 
after days of downpour.

During a recent visit 
to the health complex, 
this news agency learnt 
that the number of 
diarrhoea patients is 
increasing day by day.

Sanjarika Chakma, 
mother of two-year-old, 
said her son is being 
treated at the hospital.

The child is 
recovering, she said, 
adding that her 
parents-in-law have 
also been down with 
the disease.

Dr Ananya Chakma, 
Jurachhari upazila 
health and family 
planning officer, said 
the medical teams will 
stay in the areas until 
the situation improves.  

Man beaten to 
death in Faridpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A man was beaten to death in Chagaldi area of 
Faridpur’s Nagarkanda upazila on Saturday night.

The victim is Babu Mollah (35), a hardware 
shop owner.

Suminur Rahman, additional  superintendent 
of police, said, “Babu was returning home after 
closing shop around 10:30 pm on Saturday. Some 
miscreants then beat him indiscriminately with 
an iron rod.” 

Babu died on the way to a Dhaka hospital. His 
wife field a murder case against six persons with  
Nagarkanda Police Station yesterday, he said. 

At the very same spot, two signs stand. One proclaims that the site is reserved for the construction of Nilphamari 
Medical College and Hospital’s new infrastructure. The other one opposes that claim, saying that the site is for police’s 
“Mobilisation Contingent Training” ground. PHOTO: STAR

College authority, 
police in land dispute
Issue puts construction of Nilphamari Medical College Hospital’s 

permanent campus in uncertainty

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

A dispute between Nilphamari 
Medical College and Hospital (NMCH) 
and Bangladesh Police over ownership 
of a government land is standing as an 
obstacle to constructing the medical 
institute’s permanent establishment.

About six months ago, NMCH 
hung a sign beside 30 acres of land by 
Nilphamari-Domar Road, declaring 
it to be the site for constructing the 
institute’s infrastructure.

Later, a team from Dhaka 
University’s Institute of Health 
Economics conducted the feasibility 
survey.

But Bangladesh Police also put a 
sign beside the same land a few weeks 
back, claiming the spot to be their 
“Mobilisation Contingent Training” 
ground. 

This started the land dispute.
Nilphamari Medical College, the 

33rd of its kind in the country, started 
its academic activities on 10 January, 
2019.

In the first batch, 50 students from 
the national merit list got admitted to 
the college, and 150 students of three 
batches are currently studying there.

But in absence of a permanent 
campus, the college authorities are 
running academic and administrative 

activities in the three-storey extension 
building of Nilphamari Diabetic 
Association.

A nearby residential building is 
being used as the boys’ hostel, and the 
girls’ hostel is in the guest house of 
Danish-Bangladesh Leprosy Mission 
Hospital.

In 2020, Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS) in a letter 
asked authorities concerned to 
give details of the land on which 
permanent infrastructure would be 
constructed.

Accordingly, Asaduzzaman 
Noor, lawmaker from Nilphamari-2 
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Patients suffer 
as MRI service 
halted in CMCH 
for 2 weeks
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

Sujit Dey, a patient hailing from 
Patiya upzila in Chattogram, came to 
Chattogram Medical College Hospital 
(CMCH) for magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) of his legs as he suffers from an 
arterial disease. 

“I can do this test in CMCH for only Tk 
3,000. It costs Tk 15,000 to get an MRI in 
a private diagnostic centre,” said Sujit. 

However, the MRI service has remained 
halted in CMCH since May 16 as the 
machine went out of order, putting many 
patients like Sujit -- mostly from lower-
and middle-income groups -- through 
immense trouble and sufferings.

CMCH sources said over 30 patients 
need to undergo MRI tests per day. 

Contacted, Prof Dr Subas Majumder, 
head of radiology and imaging at CMCH, 
said only patients admitted at CMCH and 
freedom-fighters are allowed to get free-
of-cost MRI tests at the hospital.

Prof Majumder also mentioned that 
referral patients have to pay Tk 3,000 to 
Tk 5,000 for this test in CMCH. A patient 
has to pay Tk 9,000 to Tk 20,000 for the 
same test in private diagnostic centres.

Asked why the machine has gone out 
of order all of a sudden, Dr Subas said he 
had no knowledge regarding the cause. 

Asked when the service will resume, he 
said, “Technicians said there’s a problem 
in the machine’s cooling system. It will 
take some time to repair it.” 

Contacted, CMCH director Brig 
Gen Shamim Ahsan said the CMCH 
authorities didn’t have the comprehensive 
maintenance contract with the supplier. 
Hence, it was difficult to get the service 
after the warranty period.

“The company demanded Tk 84 lakh to 
replace some parts,” he said.

I can do this test in 
CMCH at Tk 3,000. It 
costs Tk 15,000 to get 
an MRI in a private 
diagnostic centre.

SUJIT DEY
Patient from Patiya  
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