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With a demand to increase tax on all kinds of tobacco products in the upcoming 
budget to discourage consumption, people under the banner of “Samhati Prokash” 
formed a human chain in front of Jatiya Press Club yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

Six years of 
inaction
Vital road, bridge remain 
unrestored despite locals’ 
protests
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Residents of Dhobaura upazila in Mymensingh 
have been suffering immensely as the 
100-metre road in Muktagacha area has been in 
a dilapidated state for six years. 

The road, locally known as “Jaal Bridge”, 
broke down some six years ago after its 
construction in 2010 and is yet to be repaired, 
according to locals. It now mostly stays 
submerged and unusable. 

In addition, the condition of the three-
kilometre  Kalsindur-Ransinghpur road, an 
important passage for the villagers to  connect 
to the mainland, is also in a critical state. 

Demanding immediate repair of the bridge 
and the road, hundreds of people from all walks 
of life formed a human chain at the broken  
bridge recently. 

They also alleged that the authorities 
concerned didn’t take any step to mitigate the 
prevailing problem, despite repeated protests 
by  them.  

Anwar Hossain Khan, chair of Gamaritola 
Union Parishad, said he already informed the 
authorities several times but to no avail.  

Although locals suffer throughout the 
year, it gets particularly difficult during the 
monsoon, said Anwar. 

Contacted, Abu Bakar Siddique, LGED 
upazila engineer in Dhobaura,  said an 
estimated budget for repairing the road and 
“Jaal Bridge” has  been sent to the department 
concerned three months ago.  

“The tender will be floated within a month,” 
said the LGED engineer.    

Shahbagh has worst
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one of the key contributors 
of pollution.

Md Nurul Islam, 
professor of JU’s 
Department of Geography 
and Environment, when a 
country develops in regards 
to infrastructure and 
economy, the environment 
is bound to be impacted, 
but still, not to such an 
extent.

“Air and noise pollution 
will increase to a certain 
extent, and this is normal. 
But these are getting out of 
control now,” he said.

At the programme, 
C o u n t e r p a r t 
International’s chief of 
party Mainuddin Ahmed, 
and former additional 
secretary of Department of 
Environment Kazi Sarwar 
Imtiaz also spoke.

BNP denounces govt
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said BNP secretary general 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir.

Speaking at a discussion, 
he said the government is 
now saying that it will bring 
back the laundered money 
by offering an amnesty. 
“It’s another devilish trick. 
It means they themselves 
laundered the money and 
will now bring it to the 
country to make it legal.”

By giving the money 
launders such an amnesty, 
the BNP leader said the 
government will create 
further scope for the ruling 
party leaders to plunder 
more public money.

He urged BNP leaders 
and activists to get united 
and intensify the movement 
for the restoration of 

democracy by ousting the 
government.

BNP organised the 
programme at the 
Institution of Engineers, 
Bangladesh in Dhaka, 
marking the 41st death 
anniversary of party 
founder Ziaur Rahman.

On Thursday, Finance 
Minister AHM Mustafa 
Kamal said the government 
is planning an amnesty for 
money launderers to bring 
back the money they had 
taken out of the country.

He said Bangladesh 
Bank will issue a circular 
in this regard with more 
information before the 
national budget is placed in 
Parliament.

Fakhrul alleged that the 
current government has 
obliterated democracy and 

snatched people’s rights to 
hang onto power.

“We’re going to different 
districts outside Dhaka to 
hold the councils of (our 
party’s different units) and 
observing a serious urge 
among people to get back 
their rights,” he said.

BNP standing 
committee member 
Khandaker Mosharraf 
Hossain said the present 
Awami League government 
has been taking the country 
to the brink of destruction 
by destroying the spirits of 
the Liberation War.

“There’s is now no 
democracy, no human 
rights and no right to vote. 
People are hit hard by the 
growing price hikes in 
essential commodities,” he 
said.  

Patients suffer
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“We’ve written to the 
health ministry regarding 
the matter,” he added. 

Sources said the Hitachi 
1.5 Tesla machine was 
installed in the radiology 
and imaging department 
of CMCH in October 2017, 
at a cost of Tk 10 crore. 

Contacted, Prof Dr 
Kamal Uddin, head of 
the neurosurgery ward 
at CMCH, said around 10 
patients of his ward needs 
MRI test per day. 

“Before installing the 
machine, we used to 
refer patients to private 
diagnostic centres for the 
test,” he said.

“Many patients 
belonging to lower income 
groups couldn’t afford 
it, so they waited till they 
could save the money. This 
often resulted in a lag in 
treatment.”

Dr Kamal also expressed 
hope that the MRI service 
would resume soon in 
CMCH.  

College authority
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constituency, and then 
Nilphamari civil surgeon 
Ranjit Kumar Barman 
demarcated 30 acres of 
land --  owned by the 
government’s health 
department, near the 
present temporary campus 
at Notkhana village, and 
only 5 kilometres away 
from the town. 

However, Bangladesh 
Police recently claimed 
that they own a major part 
of the land. This put the 
progress of the medical 
college’s construction 
project in uncertainty.

Contacted, Nilphamari 
Additional Superintendent 
of Police Mohammad Saiful 
Islam said as per the land 
documents and survey 
reports, police own a big 
part of the land.

The claim of the medical 

institute owning the entire 
land is wrong, he said.

Prof Mohammad 
Robiul Islam Shah, the 
college’s principal, said, “In 
1953, then East Pakistan 
government issued an order 
to acquire 50 acres land for 
the health department.”

Of which, 30 acres 
have been demarcated for 
constructing the medical 
college complex, he said.

“A police official recently 
met me and claimed that 
7.5 acres of land belongs 
to the police. He also 
asked me to remove our 
signboard from the land,” 
the principal said.

Nilphamari civil surgeon 
Zahangir Kabir said DGHS 
in collaboration with other 
respective departments will 
resolve the issue through 
inter-ministerial dialogue.
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