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Those in power
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eminent litterateurs 
launched the book 
“Police Jiboner Smiriti: 
Shwairaachar Patan Theke 
Jongi Daman [Memories 
of Police Life: From 
Bringing Down Autocracy 
to Subduing Militancy]” at 
National Museum. 

The University Press 
Limited published the 
book. 

Shahidul was IGP 
between December 2014 
and January 2018.

He said throughout 
his career as an officer, 
he never bowed down to 
political forces. 

“When there was a 

transfer order, I just obeyed 
it.”

Shahidul said during his 
service life, he never backed 
out from taking steps 
against ruling party leaders 
and workers. 

“Not everyone can do 
that. For this, a system 
should be in place, so that 
police can act impartially,” 
he added.

Bangla Academy 
president Selina Hossain, 
former Dhaka University 
vice chancellor Prof AAMS 
Arefin Siddique, literature 
professor Syed Manzoorul 
Islam and others spoke at 
the programme, among 
others.

NSU holds 
orientation 
for freshers
CITY DESK

North South University 
(NSU) organised 
orientation for newly  
enrolled students of 
summer semester 2022 
yesterday, said a press  
release. 

This time around 1,800 
students got admission 
in the graduate  (honors) 
courses in 16 departments 
under four schools of the 
university. 

Abed Khan, editor and 
publisher of the daily 
Jagaran, was present 
as  the chief guest with 
Prof Atiqul Islam, vice-
chancellor of NSU, in the  
chair. 

Among others, Prof 
M Ismail Hossain, pro-
VC; Prof ABM Rashedul  
Hassan, treasurer; 
Dr Ahmed Tazmeen, 
registrar; Prof Abdul 
Hannan  Chowdhury, 
dean, School of Business 
and Economics; Prof 
Abdur Rob Khan,  dean, 
School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences; Prof 
Javed Bari, dean,  School of 
Engineering and Physical 
Sciences; Prof Hasan 
Mahmud Reza,  dean, 
School of Health and Life 
Sciences; and directors 
of various  departments, 
department heads, senior 
officials and teachers were  
present at the programme. 

A boost for battered
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lost about Tk 60,000 crore 
in gross value added during 
the pandemic, according 
to a survey by Bangladesh 
Institute of Development 
Studies (BIDS), which was 
revealed in early April. The 
study mentioned that 1.1 
lakh people lost their jobs 
amid the pandemic. 

BIDS estimates that 
the sector could have 
contributed about Tk 
1,50,000 crore in terms 
of gross value added in 
absence of the pandemic, 
but it was ultimately 
reduced to around Tk 
95,000 crore.

According to the survey, 
the average reduction in 
wages and salaries was 
quite substantial among 

hotels and resorts (34 
percent), tour operators (34 
percent), and travel agents 
(26 percent).

The fair will remain 
open for visitors from 
10:00am to 8:00pm every 
day. Entry fee will be Tk 40 
per person.

Leaders of Tour Operator 
Association of Bangladesh 
(Toab) said towards the 
end of 2020, the tourism 
industry tried to recover 
from losses, but the slump 
caused by the second and 
third wave of the pandemic 
forced many tour operators 
to leave the business.

Rafeuzzaman, president 
of Toab, told The Daily Star 
that 40 lakh people are 
currently employed in the 
tourism sector.

A museum
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WHAT’S INSIDE?
Located on the fourth floor, 
the walls of the museum 
present historical pictures, 
like those of heritage sites, 
cultural monuments and 
scenes of the Liberation 
War in Old Dhaka.

Some rare photos 
include those of Old Dhaka 
Rose Garden, Ruplal House, 
Hosseini Building, Boro 
Katra, Choto Katra, Sat 
Gambuj Mosque, St James 
Church and Old High 
Court building.

A printing press stands 
in the middle of the 
exhibition hall. According 
to the description, the 
machine, made in 1822, was 
one of the earliest presses in 
Dhaka. National Professor 
Abdur Razzaq had donated 
it to the museum. The 
establishment also has 
hookahs, drinking bowls, 
coins, copper buckets, jugs, 
dressing tables and various 
utensils from Dhaka’s 
Nawabi period in the 
nineteenth century.

On a wall near the entry 
gate, there is a poster of the 
inauguration held in 1996.
THE DEARTH OF 
VISITORS
The museum is open from 
9:00am to 4:30pm on all 
days except Fridays and 
Saturdays. Even though the 
entrance fee is only Tk 2, 
the number of daily visitors 
is quite low. Since the start 
of this year, tickets have not 
been issued, so entrance is 
now free.

This correspondent 
stayed at the museum for 
hours recently but did not 
see any visitors.

B h u p e n d r a n a t h 
Chakraborty, caretaker 
of the museum, said 
families and educational 
institutions should visit the 
museum to create interest 
in history among students.

Plans have been made 
to expand the museum’s 
collection, he said.
MUSEUM TO BE SHIFTED 
TO ROSE GARDEN
Although 26 years 
have passed since the 
museum’s establishment, 
no development has 
taken place. Now, DSCC 
is planning for future 
development. 

The establishment 
will shift to the historic 
Rose Garden and will be 
maintained by the Ministry 
of Cultural Affairs.

DSCC spokesperson 
Abu Naser told The Daily 
Star that the government 
has taken an initiative to 
develop the museum.

Meanwhile, although 
the trustee board was 
formed in 1996, it has only 
held one meeting so far, 
according to the board.

Prof Muntasir Mamoon, 
chairperson of the trustee 
board, said, “We had given 
the museum as a gift to 
then mayor Mohammad 
Hanif. But no mayor has 
taken initiative for its 
development. As a result, 
we gave up long ago, out of 
frustration.”

Regarding the plan to 
shift, he said, “We have 
heard about it but did not 
have any conversation 
regarding the matter.”

Abu Naser said, “The 
archaeology department 
wants this museum to be 
shifted to Rose Garden. We 
are working on it. Before 
shifting, we will talk with 
all stockholders.”

A fitting farewell
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presidium members Matia 
Chowdhury, Nurul Islam 
Nahid and Abdur Razzak, 
and joint general secretary 
Dipu Moni paid tribute. 

Dhaka University 
Vice Chancellor Prof 
Akhtaruzzaman; Workers’ 
Party President Rashed 
Khan Menon; cultural 
personalities Ramendu 
Majumdar, Ataur Rahman, 
Mamunur Rashid and 
Nasiruddin Yusuf; and 
educationist Muhammed 
Zafar Iqbal also paid their 
respects, alongside various 
political, cultural and 
social organisations.

After paying homage, 
Shirin said this nation 
will forever remember 
with reverence the works 
of Gaffar, along with his 
political struggle and 

sacrifices.
Quader said the 

impeccable ‘Ekusher Gaan’ 
will live on in everyone’s 
heart.

Razzak said Gaffar 
fought for a secular 
Bangladesh till his death. 
If everyone follows his path, 
that will be the best tribute 
to him.

Dipu Moni said Gaffar 
always inspired people in 
every movement. “He lived 
in London, but we never felt 
that he is not with us, for 
his columns.”

Ramendu said Gaffar 
was a living historian. 
“From his memory, we 
have come to know about 
the glory of Bangladesh 
and the various aspects of 
history.”

Nasiruddin said “Amar 
Bhaier Rokte Rangano” 

united the entire nation. 
It has encouraged the 
Bangalees to come together 
culturally.

Zafar Iqbal said, “I was 
mentally lost because of 
his departure... We write 
everything in pieces, but 
he used to write in detail, 
because his knowledge of 
history was clear.”

Gaffar’s body was then 
taken from Shaheed 
Minar to Dhaka University 
Central Mosque, where 
a janaza was held. After 
that, his body was taken 
to Jatiya Press Club, where 
Farida Yasmin, president 
of Jatiya Press Club, paid 
tribute, alongside different 
journalists’ associations. 
His body was finally taken 
to Martyred Intellectuals’ 
Graveyard, where his 
funeral took place.
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Remembering
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and lived his life on its 
terms. He never went astray 
from his principles. 

His artistic endeavours 
were true to his culture 
and art was his lifeline. We 
acted together on many 
occasions, and I was a fan 
of his writing. He loved to 
learn new things. Reading 
was his favourite pastime. 

We worked together 
for many years in Nagorik 
Natya Sampradaya. He was 
a true patriot. 
He always remained true 
to his art and principles: 
Mamunur Rashid 
I met Enamul Haque in 
1972. We were supposed to 
act together in a play. We 
bonded instantly and our 
love and affection for each 
other only grew after that 
meeting. 

We seldom come across 
people who are as kind 
and supportive as Enamul 
Haque. He beautifully 
balanced his academic 
pursuits alongside acting 
and was deeply in love with 
theatre. He has delivered 
powerful performances on 
both television and theatre. 
He was my favourite 
teacher: Shazu Khadem
Him and I have the same 
birthday. I still find it 
difficult to believe that he is 
no longer amongst us. 

I never imagined that I 
would be celebrating my 
birthday without him. He 
was my favourite teacher 
and mentor. He is always in 
my prayers.

Anisa Haque 
new president 
of Ladies Club
CITY DESK

The biennial 
election 
of the 
executive 
committee 
of Dhaka 
Ladies Club 
(2022-2023) was held on 
May 21, said a press release.

Chief Election 
Commissioner Prof Fahima 
Khatun announced the 
results. 

Anisa Haque was elected 
president, Prof Shabnam 
Sultana and Rubaba 
Jalil vice presidents, and 
Monowara Tahir general 
secretary. 
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