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Japan to ‘drastically 
strengthen’ military 
capability: draft
REUTERS, Tokyo

Japan aims to “drastically strengthen” its 
military capabilities, according to an economic 
policy draft seen by Reuters, as officials worry 
that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could prompt 
instability in East Asia. Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida, meeting US President Joe Biden on 
Monday, pledged to “substantially increase” 
Japan’s defence budget. The draft, a long-term 
economic outline that is updated annually, 
does not gives details about spending, but says 
for the first time: “There have been attempts to 
unilaterally change the status quo by force in 
East Asia, making regional security increasingly 
severe.” It also does not specify security threats 
in the region, but Japan’s military planners 
have expressed repeated concern about China, 
with which Japan has a long-running territorial 
dispute, and North Korea. Former prime minister 
Shinzo Abe called on Thursday for defence 
spending of nearly 7 trillion yen ($60 billion) for 
next fiscal year, up from 5.4 trillion yen under this 
year’s initial budget, in light of China’s growing 
military spending and missile threats from North 
Korea, Nippon Television Network reported.

China, Russia 
veto US bid at 
UN to punish 
North Korea
AFP, United Nations

China and Russia on 
Thursday vetoed a 
US-led bid at the United 
Nations to toughen 
sanctions on North 
Korea over its missile 
launches, laying bare 
divisions that Western 
envoys fear would be 
exploited by Pyongyang.

The Security Council 
resolution put forward 
by the United States 
would have reduced the 
amount of oil North 
Korea could legally 
import as punishment 
for a test Wednesday 
of an intercontinental 
ballistic missile.

The resolution 
enjoyed the support of 
the 13 other members 
of the Security Council, 
although some US 
allies quietly wondered 
whether Washington 
should have gone ahead 
with the vote knowing 
the outcome.

China, the closest 
ally of North Korea, and 
Russia, whose relations 
with the West have 
sunk over its invasion 
of Ukraine, said they 
would have preferred a 
non-binding statement 
rather than a fresh 
resolution with teeth 
against Pyongyang.

China’s ambassador 
to the UN, Zhang Jun 
alleged that the US 
wanted the resolution 
to fail so as to “spread 
the flames of war” as 
part of its wider effort 
to pressure China.

“The crux of the 
matter,” he said, “is 
whether they want to 
use the handling of the 
Korean peninsula issue 
on the chessboard of 
their so-called Indo-
Pacific strategy.”

G7 vows to 
stop fossil-
fuel financing 
abroad by 2022
AFP, Berlin

Japan yesterday for the 
first time joined fellow 
members of the Group 
of Seven industrialised 
nations in pledging to end 
public financing for fossil 
fuel projects abroad by 
the end of the year to help 
combat global warming.

“We commit to end new 
direct public support for 
the international unabated 
fossil fuel energy sector by 
the end of 2022,” G7 energy 
and climate ministers 
said in a joint statement 
following talks in Berlin.

At their G7 talks, 
ministers also committed 
to largely end the use 
of fossil fuels in their 
electricity sectors by 2035,.

According to the IAEA, 
in order to maintain the 
goal of capping global 
warming at 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, all financing of new 
fossil fuel projects must be 
stopped immediately.

KILLING SHIREEN ABU AKLEH

Palestinian probe 
finds journalist 
‘murdered’
AFP, Ramallah

An Al Jazeera journalist shot dead in the occupied 
West Bank earlier this month was murdered 
in a “war crime” by an Israeli soldier, an official 
Palestinian investigation concluded Thursday. 
The Palestinian Authority (PA) and Al Jazeera 
have accused Israeli forces of killing Shireen Abu 
Akleh on May 11 when she was covering an Israeli 
operation in the West Bank city of Jenin. The 
television network said Thursday it would submit 
a case to the International Criminal Court.  The 

Palestinian-American 
journalist, who was 
wearing a vest marked 
“Press” and a helmet, 
was hit by a bullet just 
below her helmet. The 
report said Abu Akleh 
was killed with a 5.56 
millimetre armour 
piercing round fired 
from a Ruger Mini-14 

rifle. It added that 
bullet holes on a nearby tree indicated 

the “targeting of the upper parts of the body with 
the aim of killing.” 

Daffodil pickers are seen on a meadow in Altaussee, Austria yesterday, during the 62nd Daffodil Festival (Narzissenfest), which takes place until May 29, 2022. PHOTO: AFP

Blinken speech ‘smears China’
Beijing slams US top diplomat’s call for action against China’s growing clout  

AFP, Beijing

China’s foreign ministry yesterday 
accused US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken of “smearing” the country, 
after America’s top diplomat 
delivered a landmark policy 
speech calling for action to 
counterbalance Beijing’s 
influence.

In the most 
comprehensive 
statement to date 
on China by US 
President Joe Biden’s 
administration, 
Blinken said on 
Thursday the Asian 
power posed “the most 
serious long-term challenge 
to the international order”.

China has faced a chorus of 
warnings from the United States and 
Western allies in recent days over its 
growing influence and global ambitions.

Blinken on Thursday warned of China’s 
“intent to reshape the international order” 
and called on countries to defend the 
status quo.

He also accused Beijing of raising 
tensions over Taiwan -- a self-ruled island 
China claims as its territory -- and said 

Beijing has “cut off Taiwan’s relations 
with countries around the world and 
(is) blocking it from participating in 
international organisations”.

Beijing hit out angrily at the 
speech on Friday, saying it 

“spreads false information, 
exaggerates the China 

threat, interferes in 
China’s internal affairs 
and smears China’s 
domestic and foreign 
policies”.

Foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang 

Wenbin told reporters 
that China “firmly 

opposed” the speech 
and it showed Washington 

sought to “contain and 
suppress China’s development 

and maintain US hegemony and 
power”.

The United State recently launched a 
loose new trade framework across Asia 
and has set up a forum with the European 
Union to set technological standards.

The efforts are aimed at uniting like-
minded nations as China dominates new 
fields, such as artificial intelligence.

Blinken acknowledged a growing 
consensus that other nations cannot 

change the trajectory of China, saying that 
under President Xi Jinping it has become 
“more repressive at home, more aggressive 
abroad”.

“There is growing convergence about 
the need to approach relations with Beijing 
with more realism,” he said.

The speech by the US secretary of 
state contrasted with the approach under 
former president Donald Trump, whose 
administration spoke in stark terms of an 
all-out global conflict with China.

On trips to Africa and Latin America, 
where China has invested billions of dollars 
in infrastructure, Blinken has downplayed 
US-China competition and has not asked 
nations to take sides.

“We are not looking for conflict or 
a new Cold War. To the contrary, we’re 
determined to avoid both,” he said in his 
speech.

“We don’t seek to block China from its 
role as a major power, nor to stop China -- 
or any other country for that matter -- from 
growing their economy or advancing the 
interests of their people.”

But he said that defending the current 
global order, including international 
law and agreements, would “make it 
possible for all countries -- including the 
United States and China -- to coexist and 
cooperate”.


