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meet the growing cost of 
disaster risk reduction and 
recovery. 

Following two days 
of preparatory sessions 
starting on May 23, the 
three-day programme had 
multiple plenary sessions 
on the Sendai framework, 
high-level dialogues, 
ministerial roundtable, 
thematic sessions, seminars 
and special sessions. 

The socio-economic 
impacts of Covid-19 and 
the way to reconstruct 
the world were important 
points of discussion at the 
three-day-long conference.

High-level officials also 
discussed technological 
innovations to tackle 
disasters and sharing 
technological knowledge 
among those who need it 
most, restoring ecosystems, 
preparing to make cities 
resilient to disasters and 
empowering vulnerable 
groups, including people 
with disabilities.
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Chowdhury, chief of JS 
body on the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, 
participated and discussed 
the progress of the Sendai 
framework and Dhaka 
declaration on the first day 
of the official programme. 

State Minister for 
Disaster Management 
and Relief Enamur 
Rahman took part in a 
ministerial roundtable 
on “Thinking resilience: 
Changing approach to 
DRR financing”.  In the 
closing session, Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, fifth 
president of the Republic 
of Indonesia, joined the 
programme online as chief 
guest, while Mami Mizutori, 
coordinating minister for 
human development and 
cultural affairs, chaired the 
session. 

The GPDRR conference 
was the first international 
UN disaster forum since the 
start of the pandemic. 

Some 4,091 participants 
from 184 countries, 

including 3001 delegations, 
participated in person, 
while over a thousand 
followed the five-day event 
through virtual platforms.  

Tourist goes 
missing in 
Kuakata
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Patuakhali

A tourist went missing 
while swimming at Zero 
Point of Kuakata beach in 
Patuakhali yesterday. 

Firoz Sikder (26) was 
a textile businessman in 
Amkhola Bazar. 

He came to visit the 
beach with six traders on 
Thursday. They went to 
take a bath in Zero Point 
area yesterday noon. After 
a while, others noticed that 
Firoz was missing. He was 
still not found at the time 
of filing this report around 
8:00pm.

Abdul Khaleq, assistant 
superintendent of Kuakata 
Tourist Police Zone, 
said tourist police are 
continuing their efforts to 
find him. 

Mohammad Ilias, officer 
at Kalapara Fire Service 
Station, said, “We have sent 
our divers to the spot.”  

JL to hold
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of JL, told The Daily Star 
that he is interested in 
vying for the post of general 
secretary and has already 
submitted his portfolio. On 
the other hand, Nurul Azim 
Roni, a former general 
secretary of Chattogram 
city unit of BCL, is eyeing 
for the GS post. Asked 
about their eligibility for 
the post, they talked about 
their contributions to 
politics and party. 

However, many leaders 
in the present committees 
of the units do not want to 
stay in  JL anymore as they 
want to be included in the 
AL committee.

The incumbent convener 
of Chattogram city unit 
of JL Mohiuddin Bachchu 
and its joint convener Farid 
Mahmud are among them.

It’s a money-making
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Documents also show that 
former VC Farzana Islam 
was paid Tk 2.86 lakh 
despite having little to no 
involvement. Meanwhile, 
current and former 
directors of Institute of 
Business Administration 
and Institute of Information 

and Technology got Tk 
1.38 lakh each -- based on 
their meeting attendance 
-- yielding Tk 9,857 for a 
meeting to each director. 

While asked about this 
distribution, Dr Rasheda 
Akhtar, JU treasurer and 
finance committee chair, 
referred to their overtime. 

“We intend to hold all 
exams of the one faculty on 
the same day. We are also 
thinking of proposing fixed 
number of seats in the 
merit list from every shift 
to the central admission 
test governing body,” said 
JU Vice Chancellor Prof 
Nurul Alam. 

They return home with innovative
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Sangsad Speaker Dr Shirin 
Sharmin Chaudhury 
said, “Australia Awards 
recipients are returning 
home with  innovative 
ideas and knowledge, 
and the ability to make a 

significant  contribution 
to the country as leaders in 
their respective fields.”

Jeremy Bruer said this 
year when Australia and 
Bangladesh are celebrating 
the 50th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations, 

48 Bangladeshis will be 
travelling to Australia to 
commence their Australia 
Awards Scholarships in 
2022. Applications for the 
next round of Australia 
Awards scholarships will 
open on February 1, 2023.  

This is our
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brought to book 
immediately. “Chhatra 
League activists killed 
Bishwajit, Abrar and many 
others. This unelected 
government is patronising 
them.”

The BNP leader alleged 
that the Awami League 
government has been 
indulging in criminal 
activities as it has become 
isolated internationally. 
“They have no international 
support and the country’s 
people have rejected them.”

Mosharraf urged the 
government to step down 
immediately by dissolving 
parliament and handing 
over power to a non-party 
neutral government.

Once a neutral 
government takes power, 
Mosharraf said it will take 
steps to create a proper 
atmosphere in the country 
for holding a credible 
election.  
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Goutam 
Chakrabarty 
no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Tangail

Goutam 
Chakrabarty, 
former state 
minister 
for water 
resources, 
passed away 
yesterday while undergoing 
treatment at a hospital in 
the capital. He was 72.

Goutam left behind 
his wife, one son and two 
daughters. His son-in-
law Biplob Chakrabarty 
confirmed the news. 

Goutam was elected 
lawmaker in 1996 and 
2021 national elections 
as a BNP candidate. He 
was later appointed as a 
state minister of the BNP-
led four-party alliance 
government.  

 Before his death, 
Goutam was the rural 
development affairs 
secretary of BNP.


