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Over 100 JCD 
men hurt in BCL 
attacks: Fakhrul
UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday claimed that over a hundred 
JCD leaders and activists were injured in 
“violent” attacks by BCL on Dhaka University 
campus and the high court premises.

He said this while talking to reporters after 
visiting the injured JCD members at a hospital. 

Fakhrul said the PM’s “offensive” comment 
on Khaleda Zia has naturally triggered a strong 
wave of protest. They [government] have now 
resorted to violence to contain it. “We strongly 
protest and condemn the incident.”

New rail line to link
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between Dhaka and 
Chattogram, they said.

However, other BR 
officials said since the 
government is definitely 
going to build the second 
bridge, they want to plan 
out the Dhaka-Paturia 
track beforehand.

As a point of argument, 
they said the Padma rail-
link project was taken 
several years after the 
Padma Bridge project, and 
due to this, they cannot 
start both road and rail 
operation on the bridge 
simultaneously.
DHAKA-MANIKGANJ 

LINE

Leaders of different socio-
cultural organisations 
of Manikganj have long 
been demanding a rail line 
from Dhaka to Paturia via 
Manikganj town.

BR took a move around 
three years ago to carry out 
the feasibility study and 
held several meetings over 
the issue, BR sources said.

After discussions, the 
Planning Commission had 
several queries and asked 
to recast the development 
project proposal (DPP), 

they said.
After answering all those 

queries and recasting the 
DPP, Bangladesh Railway, 
through the railways 
ministry, sent the DPP to 
the Planning Commission 
last month, they added.

As per the proposal, 
around Tk 34 crore would 
be spent for consultancy 
services for feasibility 
study, designs and tender 
documents.

Around Tk 14 crore 
would be used for other 
works, including project 
management, show 
documents.

The consultant will 
carry out a feasibility study 
for constructing a railway 
link from Tongi of Gazipur 
to Paturia via Manikganj.

Asked why the track 
would be built from Tongi, a 
BR official said a direct line 
through the capital may 
not be possible, so Tongi 
was discussed. However, 
the consultant will check 
all viable options, he said, 
wishing not to be named.

The Daily Star could not 
reach BR’s director general 
Dhirendra Nath Mazumder 
for comments.

Two Rab 
members hurt 
as miscreants 
attack in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two members of Rab-
7 of Feni Camp were 
critically injured on 
Wednesday night after 
miscreants attacked them 
on allegations that they 
were “armed robbers” 
at Mirsarai upazila of 
Chattogram.

A team of Rab-7, in 
plainclothes, went to 
Barairhat around 9:30pm 
to collect information 
about drug trade, said a 
statement issued by Rab-7.

Sensing Rab presence, 
the miscreants attacked 
the force members, 
shouting that they were 
“robbers”, it read.

The injured officials 
were flown to Combined 
Military Hospital in Dhaka.

The incident took 
place at Bus Stand area 
of Barairhat municipality 
area, said police. The 
identities of the injured 
Rab men were not revealed 
till filing of this report.  

Detection the only
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Prof MA Khan, advisor of 
Bangladesh Thalassemia 
Samity, said, “At least 10-
12 percent of Bangladeshis 
carry the gene causing 
Thalassemia. If both 
parents are carriers of this 
gene, the probability of 
giving birth to a child with 
Thalassemia is 75 percent.”

Dr ABM Abdullah, 
professor emeritus of 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical University 
and personal physician of 
the PM, said, “Actually, 

there is no known treatment 
for Thalassemia. We do 
not have any alternative... 
Detection of the carriers 
before marriage is the most 
effective way to prevent 
Thalassemia.”

ICT Minister Mustafa 
Jabbar was chief guest 
at the event, while Md 
Ebadul Karim MP, 
managing director of 
Beacon Pharmaceuticals, 
was the special guest. Md 
Enamul Haque, additional 
secretary, health ministry, 
was also present.  

Help us implement the Delta
FROM PAGE 3

opening an international 
conference on the Delta 
Plan 2100 through a video 
conference from Gono 
Bhaban. The premier 
said the 100-year Delta 
Plan, approved by her 
government in 2018, is a 
techno-economic master 
plan based on information 
technology and knowledge. 
“Its phased implementation 
will require about 2.5 
percent of GDP by 2025,” 
she added.

The two-day event 
titled “Bangladesh Delta 
Plan 2100 International 

Conference: Issues 
and Challenges of 
Implementation” started 
in the morning at a city 
hotel with participation of 
policy makers, researchers, 
teachers, development 
activists and development 
partners from home and 
abroad.

Hasina said her 
government has adopted 
the Delta Plan not for 
today, rather for making 
Bangladesh sustainable 
for the future generations 
of the next century. Due 
to geographical location, 
Bangladesh is regularly 

facing natural disasters, 
including floods, droughts, 
tidal surges, cyclones, 
river erosion, salinity and 
landslides, she said.

Bangladesh is one of 
the worst victims of the 
brunt of climate change, 
but the country, in no 
way, is responsible for it, 
said Hasina. “We’ve been 
implementing various 
plans to protect our people 
from the fallout of climate 
changes and fulfill their 
basic rights, including 
rights to food, shelter, 
education, healthcare and 
employment,” she said.

The tale of a forgotten
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anymore. He seemed tired. 
One could tell, life has 
taken a hefty toll on him. 
His eyes do not have that 
spark of an 18-year-old 
musician, but it still has the 
will to move on.  “He had 
an extraordinary voice and 
musical knowledge. At that 
age, he used to write his 
own songs and compose 
them,” said Selim.

“Sargam Music Studio’s 
owner released a solo 
album with Monsur only 
a year after the first album 
of our band,” added Selim, 

also the former president of 
Chattogram Musical Band 
Association.

“I haven’t been able to 
recover any song from the 
album despite multiple 
attempts over the last 
decade, due to the closure 
of Sargam. Monsur did not 
preserve these songs in his 
collection as well.”

Alamgir Chowdhury, 
bass guitarist of the band 
“Sustain” in Chattogram, 
said, “We’ve covered 
many songs of Monsur 
Hasan in our concerts. It’s 
heartbreaking knowing of 

his present condition. The 
cultural ministry should 
look into the matter to 
bring him back to music.”

Mohiuddin Jewel, 
public relations and 
communication officer at 
Chittagong Independent 
University, said, “Other 
artists should come 
forward to help him.”

Contacted, Shaibal Das 
Sumon, ward councillor 
of Jamal Khan, said they 
will try to help out Monsur 
as much as they can. 
“We are also arranging 
accommodation for him.”  
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