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N Korea fires 
‘ICBM’ after 
Biden ends 
Asia tour
AGENCIES

North Korea fired three 
missiles yesterday, 
including one thought 
to be its largest 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile, after US President 
Joe Biden ended an Asia 
trip where he agreed to 
new measures to deter the 
nuclear-armed state.

South Korea’s deputy 
national security adviser, 
Kim Tae-hyo, said the 
North also appeared to 
have conducted multiple 
experiments with a 
detonation device in 
preparation for its seventh 
nuclear test but that the 
test was unlikely to occur 
in the coming days.

President Yoon Suk-
yeol, inaugurated on May 
10, secured promises in a 
summit with Biden over the 
weekend that the United 
States would increase joint 
military drills and deploy 
more “strategic assets” - 
typically nuclear-capable 
bombers, submarines, or 
aircraft carriers - to the 
region if necessary to deter 
North Korea.

70 missing as migrant 
boat sinks off Tunisia
AFP, Tunis

More than 70 people are missing in the 
Mediterranean after a boat crowded with 
migrants headed for Europe from Libya sank 
off neighbouring Tunisia, the coastguard said 
yesterday. The boat, which was carrying around 
100 people when it put to sea from Zawara in 
Libya, capsized off the Tunisian port of Sfax, 
with coastguard and navy units able to pull 24 
people out of the water. Tunisian officials said 
the victims were “of various African andAsian 
nationalities”, he added.

Ousted Pak PM 
leads protest 
march on capital
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s 
ousted prime 
minister Imran 
Khan yesterday 
led a convoy 
of thousands 
of supporters 
towards the capital 
Islamabad in a show of force the new government 
has attempted to shut down, with clashes breaking 
out between police and protesters. 

Since being removed from power through a no-
confidence vote last month, the cricket star turned 
politician has heaped pressure on the country’s 
fragile new coalition rulers by staging mass rallies. 

In a centrepiece showdown with his rivals, Khan 
had called for supporters to march towards the 
capital and stage a sit-in until fresh elections are 
called. 

The coalition government headed by Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has pledged to stop Khan’s 
supporters from pouring into the city, calling the 
rally an attempt to “divide the nation and promote 
chaos”.

West lacking ‘unity’ 
over Ukraine war

Zelensky tells Davos; Russia says sanctions must 
be lifted to avoid food crisis

AGENCIES

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said yesterday that the West remained 
divided over the extent of its support for 
Ukraine in its defence against Russia’s 
months-long invasion.

“Unity is about weapons. My question 
is, is there this unity in practice? I can’t 
see it. Our huge advantage over Russia 
would be when we are truly united,” 
Zelensky said during a panel discussion 
on Ukraine at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos.

Washington and European countries 
have poured billions of dollars’ worth of 
arms into Ukraine to help the country’s 
outgunned forces beat back the better-
armed Russian invaders.

Kyiv has called for greater support, 
membership to the US-led Nato military 
alliance, and for a no-fly zone to be 
imposed over the country.

Zelensky said Ukraine was grateful for 
support from US President Joe Biden but 
said resolve was lagging closer to home.

“We are on the European continent 
and we need the support of a united 
Europe,” he added.

He also pointed to a lack of consensus 
over Sweden and Finland’s historic bid 

to join Nato, which has been called into 
question by Turkey, reports AFP.

On the ground, Russian forces 
launched offensives on towns in eastern 
Ukraine yesterday, with constant mortar 
bombardment destroying several houses 
and killing civilians, as Russia focuses its 
attack on the industrial Donbas region.

Moscow is also targeting southern 
Ukraine and has blockaded ships that 
would normally export Ukrainian grain 
and sunflower oil through the Black 
Sea, pushing up prices globally and 
threatening lives.

Russia said it was ready to provide 
a humanitarian corridor for vessels 
carrying food to leave Ukraine but said 
Western sanctions would need to be lifted 
in return.

‘RE-EDUCATION’ CAMPS

Xi defends 
China’s rights 

progress
AFP, Beijing

Chinese President Xi Jinping held a video 
call with UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet 
yesterday, as she visits Xinjiang during a 
mission overshadowed by fresh allegations 
of Uyghur abuses and fears she is being 
used as a public relations tool.

China is accused of 
detaining over one million 
Uyghurs and other 
Muslim minorities in 
the far-western region 
as part of a years-long 
crackdown the United 
States and lawmakers in 
other Western countries 
have labelled a “genocide”.

As part of a long-awaited 
visit, Bachelet is expected to visit the cities 
of Urumqi and Kashgar on a six-day tour 
that has been dogged by concerns from 
Western officials and rights groups that the 
Communist Party will attempt to use it to 
whitewash abuses.

But Xi defended his country’s rights 
progress.

“Human rights issues should also not 
be politicised, instrumentalised, or treated 
with double standards,” Xi said according 
to CCTV, adding that China had “a human 
rights development path that... suits its 
national conditions”. CCTV reported Xi as 
telling Bachelet there was no “ideal nation” 
on human rights.

Lanka PM gets 
finance portfolio
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
was on Wednesday given the additional 

responsibility of running the 
finance ministry as the island 
nation grapples with its worst-ever 
economic crisis. Wickremesinghe, 
73, was sworn in as finance minister 
after two weeks of wrangling among 
coalition partners for the crucial 
position ahead of bailout talks with 
the International Monetary Fund. 
Wickremesinghe is expected to soon 
unveil a revised budget promising 

relief for poorer Sri Lankans suffering through 
record inflation and spiralling food prices.


