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3 killed as van, 
3-wheeler collide
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Three people were killed as a rickshaw-van and 
a three-wheeler collided head-on in Bagerhat 
yesterday.

The accident occurred around 9:30am on 
Bagerhat-Pirojpur highway in front of Shrimp 
Research Centre on the Daratana Bridge slope, said 
police.

Katakhali Highway Police Station Sub-inspector 
Hasanur Rahaman said a woman named Reshmi 
Begum died on the spot, rickshaw van-puller 
Azgar Mir passed away on the way to a hospital 
and another person named Abdus Salam Khan 
(42) succumbed to his injuries at Khulna Medical 
College Hospital hours after he was taken there.

The highway police have seized the three-
wheeler. But its driver fled the scene.

Meanwhile, locals demanded that a speed 
breaker be set up at the spot of the accident to 
avoid repeated accidents.

Hadisur’s family 
to get Tk 5cr 
compensation
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Shipping Corporation (BSC) 
has agreed to pay USD 500,000 

(about Tk 5 crore) as compensation 
for Hadisur Rahman’s death.

Hadisur was third engineer of 
the Bangladeshi ship “Banglar 
Samriddhi”. He was killed in a 

rocket attack at a Ukraine port on 
March 3.
The other members of the ship will 

receive seven months’ salary. Hadisur’s 
brother has also been offered a job at BSC, which 
he will begin on June 1, 2022. 

This information was given at BSC’s 312th 
Board of Directors’ meeting, which took place 
yesterday at BSC Tower in Dhaka.

Minister of State for Shipping and Chairman 
of BSC Board of Directors, Khalid Mahmud 
Chowdhury, presided  over the meeting. 

Bangladesh’s 
progress 
commendable
Say speakers on reducing 
disaster risks for people with 
disabilities at int’l event
PINAKI ROY from Bali

Praising Dhaka’s initiative to reduce disaster risks 
for people with disabilities, speakers yesterday said 
reducing risks for all is easy to talk about but difficult to 
implement, but Bangladesh is showing the world how to 
do so.

They said the declaration that was adopted in Dhaka 
in 2018, under the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR), is the first declaration that talks about 
reducing such risks for people with disabilities.

The speakers said this in a side event of Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (GPDRR) 2022, held 
at the International Conference Center in Nusa Dua, Bali.

The seminar, titled “Inclusive Local Actions towards 
Effective Disaster Risk Reduction and Leave No One 
Behind: Dhaka Declaration and Other Inspiring 
Initiatives” was moderated by Saima Wazed, chief advisor 
of Bangladesh National Taskforce on Disability and 
Disaster Risk Management.

State Minister for Ministry of Disaster Management 
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With most rivers flowing below the danger level, the flood situation in 
Sylhet is improving. However, residents continue to suffer the aftermath as 
communication and transportation have gone through severe damage in the 
process. Roads and bridges remain inundated in many places, with people 
having to commute by boats with great difficulties. The photo was taken 
yesterday in Islampur area of Sylhet’s Companiganj upazila. 
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FLOOD IN THE NORTHEAST

Restoring road 
communication 
now priority
DWOHA CHOWDHURY, Sylhet

As all rivers except the Surma were reportedly 
flowing below the danger level yesterday afternoon, 
the authorities are now prioritising repairing the 
damaged roads and restoring communication.

A total of 207 roads in Sylhet and Sunamganj 
were flooded and around 887 kilometres of road 
were damaged in the recent flood, according to the 
Roads and Highways Department (RHD) and Local 
Government Engineering Department (LGED).

However, both the authorities started the final 
assessment of the loss and planning for initial 
repair works.

In Sylhet, around 120 roads spanning 277 
kilometres under LGED and 10 roads spanning 72 
kilometres under RHD have been damaged in the 
flood.

The primary estimates suggest that 67 roads 
spanning 458 kilometres under LGED and 7 roads 
spanning 80 kilometres under RHD have been 
damaged in Sunamganj. 

Eight bridges and culverts have also been 
damaged in the district, while some were even 
washed away. 

Md Enamul Kabir, executive engineer of LGED 
in Sylhet, said, “We are hopeful to complete 
the damage assessment by next week. We have 
demanded the department for an emergency 
allotment for restoration works.”

“Some roads like Sheola-Shutarkandi or 
Zakiganj roads are still submerged in some parts. 
It will take a while to assess the damage but we 
are currently focusing on repairing the extremely 
damaged parts to restore communication,” said Md 
Mostafizur Rahman, executive engineer of RHD in 
Sylhet. 

“Besides roads, several dykes were also damaged. 
But we are initially planning to restore modes of 
communication that have been snapped off and 
then repair all damages. According to primary 
estimates, the total loss amounts to be more than 
Tk 120 crore,” said Md Mahbub Alam, executive 
engineer of LGED in Sunamganj.

On the other hand, RHD in Suamganj is faced 
with extreme damage to the road protection blocks, 
damaged by floodwater.
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