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No Covid deaths 

in 24 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

No Covid-19 deaths were reported 
in 24 hours till 8:00am yesterday, 
said a press release issued by the 
Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS).  

The total number of Covid-19 
deaths in the country 
remains at 29,130 and 
the death rate is 1.49 
percent.

At least 30 new 
infections from 
Covid-19 were 
recorded in the 24 
hours. The total 
number of cases rose 
to 19,53,328, added 
the release.

The current 
positivity rate is 0.65 
percent while the total 
positivity rate stands 
at 13.86 percent, said 
the press release.

A total of 4,616 

samples were tested across the 
country during this time. 

At least 215 patients recovered 
from Covid-19 during the period. 

The total number of recoveries 
now stands at 19,01,600 and the 
recovery rate at 97.35 percent, added 
the release.  

Restoring
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“The assessment will 
take time but we are now 
planning for emergency 
works and asked the 
department for allocation,” 
said Md Ashraful Islam, 
executive engineer of RHD 
in Sunamganj.

Meanwhile, the flood 
situation has seen further 
improvement in the district 
as the Kushiyara started 
flowing below the danger 
level at all points, according 
to the Flood Forecasting 
and Warning Centre 
(FFWC).

However, the rivers 
downstream are still 
swelling, while some low-
lying areas remain flooded.
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According to the 
prosecution, it was 
alleged that the accused 
misappropriated Tk 
27,50,681 of Sonali Bank 
through forgery.

Following the incident, 
ACC filed a case against 
Humayun Kabir and eight 
others with Ramna Police 
Station on January 1 of 
2013. Earlier on December 
27 last year, another Dhaka 
court sentenced Humayun 
and 10 others to different 
terms of prison for 
embezzling Tk 1.42 crore of 
Sonali Bank.

Only 19pc house
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entire amount on their 
families. 

The main barriers to 
launching an MFS-based 
payment system were the 
digital illiteracy among the 
female house helps and the 
service charge. 

At least 48 percent of 
the house helps said they 
will never be able to use 
mobile financial services.

“If we can train both 
house helps and their 
female employers, 
the payment could be 
digitised. This will enable 
them to exercise more 
control over their earnings 
and encourage savings,” 
MJF Executive Director 
Shaheen Anam said while 

presiding over the event.
Speaking as chief guest, 

Telecom and ICT Minister 
Mustafa Jabbar said the 
future of the world is a 
cashless society.

In case of service charge 
complexities, the minister 
said, “We will consider 
arranging free of charge 
cashout service on behalf 
of Nagad [the MFS of 
Bangladesh Post].”

Speaking at the event, 
Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
former advisor to the 
caretaker government, 
proposed a non-formal 
education on digital 
literacy. 

Gokul Krishna Ghosh, 
acting director general at 
the Bangladesh Labour 
Welfare Foundation, and 
Nazma Yesmin, director 
(Research & Development) 
of Bangladesh Institute of 
Labour Studies spoke at the 
event, among others.  

Bangladesh’s
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and Relief Enamur 
Rahman made the keynote 
presentation, in which he 
talked about the progress 
of the Dhaka declaration 
and key actions that 
Bangladesh has taken to 
reduce disaster risks for 
people with disabilities.

Kamrul Hasan, the 
ministry’s secretary, said 
during disasters, people 
with disabilities are more 
in danger.

Carlos Kaiser, executive 
director of ONG Inclusiva/
Latin America DiDRR 
Network, Chile, said, 
“In 2015, when I went to 
Bangladesh, speakers 
said what needed to be 
done, and when I went 
back in 2018, I found -- all 
those marvellous things, 
Bangladesh was doing for 
people with disabilities.”

Saima Wazed said it 
is important to include 
people with disabilities 
while making public 
policies of reducing 
disaster risks.

Earlier in the morning, 
Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo delivered a speech 
at the opening ceremony 
of GPDRR at Nusa Dua 
Convention Center.

Indonesia is hosting 
a series of meetings of 
GPDRR’s seventh session in 
Bali, scheduled to run from 
May 23 to 28.

Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury, chair of 
the parliamentary 
standing committee on 
environment, forest and 
climate change ministry, 
and other Bangladeshi 
delegates were present at 
the session.
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Syed Nurul 
Alam no more
CITY DESK

Syed Nurul 
Alam, a 
renowned 
NGO worker 
and former 
executive 
director of 
SAP-Bangladesh, passed 
away on May 23. 

All are requested to pray 
for his departed soul.

UNIVERSITY OF 

SOUTH ALABAMA

Delwar Hossain 
elected as 
faculty senate 
president
STAR REPORT

Associate 
Professor of 
Department 
of Commu-
nication 
of the 
University 
of South Alabama Dr 
M Delwar Hossain has 
recently been elected 
as the president of the 
university’s faculty senate. 

He is the first-ever 
Bangladeshi and 
international faculty in 
this position. 

The faculty senate is 
based on the concept of 
“shared governance” and 
closely works with the 
university administration 
centring the rights of the 
faculty.


