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14 bodies found 
washed up on 

Myanmar beach
AFP, Yangon

The bodies of 14 people have been found washed up 
on a beach in Myanmar, police said yesterday, with 
a local rescue group saying some were Rohingya 
attempting to reach Malaysia. The migrants had 
been travelling by boat from western Myanmar, 
according to a local Rohingya activist. “Fourteen 
bodies were found, 35 people including the boat 
owners were rescued alive,” said Lt Col Tun Shwe, a 
police spokesperson in Pathein district.

China ‘flirting with danger’
Says Biden, vows to defend Taiwan if Beijing invades

AFP, Tokyo

President Joe Biden vowed 
yesterday that US forces would 
defend Taiwan militarily if 
China attempted to take 
control of the self-ruled island 
by force, warning Beijing was 
already “flirting with danger”.

The remarks, made in Tokyo 
where he is meeting with 
Japan’s prime minister ahead 
of a regional summit today, 
were Biden’s strongest to date 
on the issue and come amid 
rising tensions over China’s 

growing economic and military 
power.

Washington and allies like 
Japan have framed their tough 
response to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine as a warning to others, 
especially China, against 
unilateral military action.

Biden hammered that 
message home after talks 
with Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida in which 
the pair agreed to monitor 
Chinese naval activity and joint 
Chinese-Russia exercises.

Biden then went further. 

Asked if Washington was 
willing to get involved 
militarily to defend Taiwan, he 
replied: “Yes.”

In Beijing, foreign 
ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin swiftly responded, 
declaring that “no one should 
underestimate the firm resolve, 
staunch will and strong ability 
of the Chinese people in 
defending national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.”

“China has no room for 
compromise or concession,” 
the spokesman said.

Migrants rescued by the Libyan Coast Guards in the Mediterranean Sea arrive in Garaboli, Libya 
yesterday. In recent months, dozens of people have drowned in the Mediterranean Sea, with an 
increase in the frequency of attempted crossings from Tunisia and Libya towards Italy. PHOTO: REUTERS

WORLDWIDE CONFLICTS

Over 100m forcibly 
displaced: UN
AFP, Geneva

Russia’s war in Ukraine has pushed the number of forcibly 
displaced people around the world above 100 million for 
the first time ever, the United Nations said yesterday.

“The number of people forced to flee conflict, violence, 
human rights violations and persecution has now crossed 
the staggering milestone of 100 million for the first time 
on record, propelled by the war in Ukraine and other 
deadly conflicts,” said UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency.

The “alarming” figure must shake the world into 
ending the conflicts forcing record numbers to flee their 
own homes, the UNHCR said in a statement.

The figures combine refugees, asylum-seekers and 
more than 50 million people displaced 
inside their own countries.

UNHCR said the numbers of 
forcibly displaced people rose 
towards 90 million by the end 
of 2021, spurred by violence in 
Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ethiopia, Myanmar and Nigeria.

Russia invaded Ukraine on 
February 24 and since then more 
than eight million people have been 
displaced within the country, while 
more than six million refugees have fled across 
the borders.

“One hundred million is a stark figure -- sobering and 
alarming in equal measure. It’s a record that should never 
have been set,” said UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi.

“This must serve as a wake-up call to resolve and 
prevent destructive conflicts, end persecution and address 
the underlying causes that force innocent people to flee 
their homes.”

The 100 million figure amounts to more than one 
percent of the global population. Only 13 countries have a 
bigger population than the number of forcibly displaced 
people in the world.

“The international response to people fleeing war in 
Ukraine has been overwhelmingly positive,” said Grandi.

Long fuel queues 
persist in Lanka
REUTERS, Colombo

Long queues snaked around gas stations in Sri 
Lanka’s commercial capital and its outskirts 
yesterday even though the island nation’s 
government was scrambling to deliver fuel 
supplies and douse any unrest as it battles a 

devastating economic crisis. 
Kanchana Wijesekera, Sri 
Lanka’s minister for power 
and energy, said supplies 
of 95-octane gasoline, 
mostly used in cars, had 
been received and were 
being distributed across the 
country of 22 million people 
that has been struggling 
with fuel shortages for 

months. “With the 2 cargo vessels unloaded, 
petrol stocks will be available for the next 6 weeks 
comfortably,” Wijesekera said in a tweet. Another 
40,000 metric tonnes of petrol supplied by India 
had also reached Sri Lanka yesterday, the Indian 
High Commission (Embassy) said, two days after 
New Delhi delivered 40,000 tonnes of diesel to its 
southern neighbour.


