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AFP, Kabul

‘We were torced’

After delying Taliban, Afghan women TV presenters cover faces on air

Women presenters on Afghanistan’s
leading news channels went on air
yesterday with their faces covered,
a day after defying a Taliban order
to conceal their appearance on
television.
Since seizing power last year,
the Taliban have imposed a slew of
restrictions on civil society, many
focused on reining in the rights of
women and girls to comply with the
group’s austere brand of Islam.
Earlier this month, Afghanistan’s
supreme leader Hibatullah

traditional burqa.

women to cover up fully in public,
including their faces, ideally with the

Wearing full hijabs and face-
covering veils that left only their
eyes in view, women presenters

bulletins across leading channels
like TOLOnews, Ariana Television,
Shamshad TV and 1TV.

“TOLOnews was compelled and we
were forced to wear it,” Sonia Niazi, a
presenter with TOLOnews, told AFP.

TOLOnews director Khpolwak
Sapai said the channel was “forced”
to make its staff follow the order.

On Sunday, male journalists
and employees of TOLOnews wore
face masks in the channel’s offices
in Kabul in solidarity with women
presenters, an AFP correspondent
reported. Other women employees of
the channel continued to work with

Akhundzada issued a diktat for and reporters aired morning news their faces visible.
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People attend the funeral service for 47 year old Olexandr Haponchev, a Ukrainian serviceman killed during the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, in the military section of the Kharkiv cemetery number 18 in Bezlioudivka, eastern
Ukraine, on Saturday. PHOTO: AFP

Aussie PM-elect
VOWS climate action

AFP, Sydney
Incoming prime minister Anthony Albanese
yesterday vowed (o end Australia’s reputation as
a climate laggard and reset relations with the rest
of the world, as he raced to form a government
in time for a key Tokyo summit. Fresh from
an electoral victory that ended a decade of
conservative rule, Albanese
signalled an era of fairer,
greener and less pugilistic
politics for Australia.
Under conservative
leadership, the country
— already one of the
world’s largest gas and
coal exporters -- has
also become synonymous
with playing the spoiler at
international climate talks.
Albanese has vowed to adopt more ambitious
emissions reduction targets and make the sun
kissed continent-nation a renewable energy
superpower. Official results showed Labor
expected to win 75 seats -- almost within reach
of the 76 required for a majority in the 151-seat
lower house. A handful of other races are still too
close to call.

‘Hello. Period’

Biden greets Kim in South Korea before leaving for Japan

KSA bans citizens
from travelling to
16 countries

GULF NEWS

Saudi Arabia has banned its citizens from
travelling to 16 countries following the re-
outbreak of Covid-19. These include Lebanon,
Syria, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, India, Yemen,
Somalia, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Libya, Indonesia, Vietham, Armenia,
Belarus and Venezuela. The ban comes
following a steady increase in the number of
daily Covid-19 infections over the past few
weeks. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health has
ensured the public that it has not detected any
cases ol monkeypox in Saudi Arabia yet, Al
Arabiya reported. Dr Abdullah Asiri, deputy
minister of health for preventive health, said
that the Kingdom'’s health sector is capable of
monitoring and discovering suspected cases
of “monkeypox” and to combat infection. As of
Saturday, 92 confirmed cases and 28 suspected
cases of monkeypox have been reported from
12 member states that are not endemic for the
virus, WHO said, adding it will provide further
guidance and recommendations in coming
days for countries on how to mitigate the
spread of monkeypox.

AFP, Seoul elected President Yoon Suk-yeol, with the
pair saying Saturday that “considering the
evolving threat” from Pyongyang, they
were looking at expanding the “scope and
scale” of joint military exercises.
North Korea has conducted a blitz
of sanctions-busting weapons tests this
year, including firing an intercontinental
ballistic missile at full range for the first
time since 2017, with satellite imagery
indicating a nuclear test is looming.
In Japan, Biden was set to launch a plan for greater
US economic engagement with the Indo-Pacific today.
On the second leg of his first Asia trip as president,
Biden is to meet with leaders of Japan, India and
Australia, the “Quad,” another cornerstone of his
strategy to push back against China’s expanding
influence.

Before President Joe Biden left South Korea
for Japan yesterday, he offered a brief ‘
message to Kim Jong Un, whose nuclear |
sabre-rattling has risked overshadowing \
the US leader’s first Asia trip: “Hello. \
Period.”

He offered the succinct greeting when
reporters asked whether he had anything
to say to North Korea’s leader, highlighting his
administration’s openness o dialogue with Pyongyang,
even as they look to ramp up joint military exercises
with South Korea.

Biden said that he was “not concerned” about the
risks of a fresh weapons test while he was in the region

something US officials have warned of repeatedly

saying: “We are prepared for anything North Korea does.”

He has spent two days with South Korea’s newly
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e-Tender Notice No.06/2021-22

Reference No:
e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP System portal (http:/www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement
of following scheme noted against tender ID.

Tender ID Package No Tender LastSelling Tender Closing
( Date &Time) (Date & Time)

702065 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJ/GOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/W1.0638

702066 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJIGOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/\W1.02639

702067 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJ/GOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/W17.01139

702068 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJIGOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/W1.02837

702069 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJ/GOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/\W1.02838

702070 e-Tender-PEDP4/RAJ/IGOA/2021- 16/06/2022, 13:00 pm 19/06/2022, 12:30 pm
22/\W1.02839

Rfasrengers

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no off line/hard
copy will be accepted.
To submit e-Tender, registration in the National e-GP System portal (http:/www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System portal and from e-GP help desk
(helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd)
(Md. Bazlur Rahaman Khan)
Upazila Engineer
Goalanda, Rajbari
Phone: 06423-56143

Email: ue.goalanda@Iged.gov.bd
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