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for medicine. Consuming 
medicine means welcoming 
another disease.”

He mentioned that 
around 45 percent of 
gastric or stomach cancer 
among patients is caused 
by the overuse of PPI.

Speakers at the seminar 
also stressed the judicious 
use of PPI medicines.

Conducted by Dr 
Muhammad Shahdullah 
Sabuj, an associate 
professor of neurology, Prof 
Dr AKM Mosarraf Hossain, 
pro-vice chancellor 
(research and development) 
of BSMMU, and Prof Dr 
Sayedur Rahman, chair 
of the pharmacology 
department, spoke at the 
event, among others.   

PUST 
welcomes 
freshers
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Pabna

After six years, Pabna 
University of Science 
and Technology (PUST) 
officially welcomed 
freshers on the campus 
through a reception 
yesterday.

A total of 953 students 
were welcomed with 
flowers on the occasion.

Vice Chancellor Prof 
Hafiza Khatun spoke as 
the chief guest at the 
programme with Pro-VC 
Prof SM Mostafa Kamal in 
the chair.

Withdraw Kalkini
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the statement.
Kalkini UNO Zakir Hossain 
failed to perform his duties 
while Kalkini OC Ishtiak 
Ashfaq  failed to maintain 
a fair atmosphere for 
election.

Meanwhile, the 
commission announced 
rescheduled election date 

on June 15. And last date of 
submission of nomination 
papers on May 23. 

According to locals, 
supporters of Awami 
League candidate Mahbub 
Alam barred Kalkini 
upazila Jubo League 
general secretary Neyamul 
Akandha from submitting 
his nomination paper.

Take measures to halt
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and some were detained by 
law enforcers. They were 
later sent to the transitional 
camps in Cox’s Bazar.

There is no official 
record of the numbers of 
Rohingyas entering so far, 
but officials said some 500 
of them may have entered 
Bangladesh from India over 

the last one month.
“We are heavily 

burdened with the 
Rohingyas and any sort of 
illegal entry is a matter of 
serious concern. It should 
be stopped immediately,” 
said a top government 
official engaged in the 
Rohingya management in 
Cox’s Bazar.

A renaissance man
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on many occasions failed to 
do so for different realities 
and political situations. 
“But he had goodwill, and 
he tried his best.”

Muhith played a vital 
role to implement the 
prime minister’s plans to 
build Padma Bridge with 
the country’s financing, he 
added.

Bangladesh Bank’s 
former governor 
Salehuddin Ahmed said 
Muhith never intervened 
in the bank’s work as a 
finance minister. Rather, 
he chose to advise.

“He was liberal in 
taking others’ opinions 
into consideration and 
was also tolerant of them,” 
Salehuddin said.

Mofidul Hoque, trustee 
of the Liberation War 
Museum, said Muhith’s 
books on the Liberation 
War are very important 
writings. 

“His contribution to 

the cultural emergence 
of the country is also 
unforgettable.”

Ahrar Ahmad, director 
general of Abdur Razzaq 
Foundation, said Muhith’s 
specialty was appreciating 
individuals of politically 
opposing ideologies, which 
is very rare.

Abul Khair Litu, 
chairperson of the 
foundation, said Muhith 
stood by him during his 
days of being a young 
entrepreneur. 

“He even arranged the 
first bank loan for my jute 
business,” added Abul 
Khair Litu. 

Former Secretary 
M Mokammel Haque, 
Foundation Trustee 
Dr Rounaq Jahan and 
M Saiduzzaman sent 
written speeches for the 
programme. 

The event was conducted 
by Foundation Trustee 
Luva Nahid Choudhury.  

Focus on
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reshaped after the 
feasibility report found 
differences in the depth of 
the mighty river at various 
locations in the bridge 
project site. “I didn’t let 
the bridge be built through 
any cooked-up manner... I 
changed the design,” she 
said.

Besides, the PM also 
highlighted the necessity 
of regular dredging to 
maintain the navigability 
of the rivers. She said she 
has given directives to 
construct elevated roads 
over haors, beels and other 
waterbodies. Hasina also 
put importance on the 
construction of adequate 
culverts and bridges on 
roads so that the water flow 
is not hampered.  

Mother
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at wee hours of yesterday 
and stabbed the wife to 
death and strangled the 
two children and fled the 
scene, they said. 

The husband was not 

at home as the time of the 
incident. He was in Gazipur 
on a job, said police.  

Law enforcers will start 
investigation into the 
incident soon, the OC said.  

Remembering 
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Nurjahan, who had 
already gathered relevant 
experience in journalism 
by working with her father, 
worked as the acting editor 
of the magazine helping 
the editor poet Begum 
Sufia Kamal. Four months 
later, she took helm of the 
magazine as its editor and 
she remained so till her last 
breath in 2016.

Nurjahan collected 
articles from women living 
in the most remote areas of 
the country. It was a weekly 
for the women and by the 
women -- making space for 
issues that were their own 
and also those that they 
needed to be aware of. This 
implied that more or less 
every piece required heavy 
editing. Nurjahan made 
sure that every piece was 
treated with due care and 
respect, and thus created 
a safe space for women to 
express their thoughts and 
ideas without the fear of 
judgement from a male-
dominated industry. 

Bur Nurjahan’s works 
did not just stop at that. 
She was a dedicated social 
worker who volunteered 
at refugee camps during 
the communal riots and 
worked for the Muslim 
Orphanage and Women’s 
Home in Kolkata of which 
she was the secretary.

In 1954, she established 
Begum Club at the 

magazine’s Old Dhaka 
office, where female 
writers, educationists, 
social workers used to 
gather and discuss social 
issues. The club was active 
till 1970 and went on to 
became the hub of cultural 
and social activities for 
Bangalee women, creating 
many writers and thinkers. 

In 1952, Nurjahan got 
married to Rokunuzzaman 
Khan, more widely known 
as Dadabhai, who headed 
Bangla newspaper Ittefaq’s 
literary, feature and 
children’s page and later 
founded the children’s 
organisation Kochikancher 
Mela. Dadabhai passed 
away in 1999 at the age of 
74. 

At her Narinda residence 
in Old Dhaka, a signboard 
hangs identifying 
the establishment as 
“Mohammad Nasiruddin 
Memorial Building”, while 
two others belonging to 
two different organisations 
testify a feeble attempt to 
preserve the memories of 
Nurjahan and Dadabhai. 
However, none of them is 
currently active. 

Priota Iftekhar said the 
family wants to preserve 
Nurjahan’s memories 
so that the first female 
journalist of the country 
doesn’t go to a collective 
oblivion and hoped that the 
government would come 
forward in this regard. 
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