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Samriddhi got stranded 
at Olvia, the BMMOA 
leaders communicated 
with different departments 
of the government and 
different international 
organisations, including 
ITF, International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO), said 
Shakawat.

BMMOA leaders helped 
Directorate General of the 
Department of Shipping 
communicate with a 
Bangladeshi businessman 
who expressed his interest 
for extending help for 
safe evacuation of the 28 
crewmembers, he added.

Shakawat said they 
earlier demanded 
investigation into BSC’s 
negligence in management 
of the vessel and inclusion 
of two of their members in 
the probe body.

No work, no play
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Planning and Development. 
During a recent 

visit to the park, this 
correspondent saw that 
construction work of the 
underground parking took 
up almost all of the park’s 
area. There was no display 
or information regarding 
what the park and the 
parking will look like post-
construction. Just a small 
cautionary board was seen 
hanging.

Most of the previous 
rides have ceased to exist, 
and the two spinning 
wheels were surrounded 
by tin boundaries. The jet, 
a gift from Bangladesh Air 
Force, was seen lying on the 
bushes of the west side of 
the park, covered in dust. 

This correspondent 
did not see any worker in 
action as well. There were 
mosquito larvae in a closed 
watery space inside the 
parking lot’s construction 
site, increasing the risks for 
dengue transmission. 

Contacted, DSCC 
spokesperson Abu Naser 
told this correspondent, 
“We sent our project 
proposal to the LGED 
ministry, from where 
it went to the planning 
ministry. However, it was 
not submitted to Ecnec for 
approval.” 

“Our plan includes 15 
new modern rides for the 
children. If approved, it 
will be a modern park in all 
sense,” he added. 

Left unused even
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plants have been damaged, 
and upgrades are needed. 
“This is why we sent a DPP 
to the local government 
department about a year 
and a half ago. If the DPP 
is passed, the plant could 
easily be operated.”

Sohrab Hossain Panna, 
assistant superintendent 
of BCC’s water department, 
said, “We produce and 
supply 61 lakh gallons of 
water every day. The rest 
of the demand is met by 
underground tube-wells.” 

“We also supply water to 
slums through tankers. But 
we can only fulfil half of the 
peak demand for water -- 
over 1.2 crore gallons for six 
lakhs citizens.

If the two plants at 
Beltala and Rupatoli were 
operational, the demand 
would be fulfilled. The 
storage capacity of each 

of the plants is 1.006 crore 
gallons.

Moinul Hossain, 
executive engineer at 
Department of Public 
Health Engineering, said 
construction work was 
completed in 2016. “I 
think technical problems 
were created because the 
corporation did not want 
to receive the plants in due 
time.”

Meanwhile, BCC sources 
acknowledged that more 
than 5,000 customers are 
drawing groundwater from 
deep tube-wells. According 
to Department of Public 
Health, the water level has 
dropped by at least 25 feet. 

Therefore, even some 
of the underground tube-
wells cannot provide water 
in the dry season. As a 
result, demand for water 
always reaches its peak in 
summer.

United we fix
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to this problem for years, 
but Khulna Development 
Authority (KDA), Khulna 
City Corporation (KCC), 
Local Government 
Engineering Department 
(LGED) and district 
administration are yet to 
repair the road,” said Mrs 
Reshma, a local resident 
and activist.

During a recent visit to 
the area, this correspondent 
saw many parts of the road 
full of big potholes, loose 
bricks and scattered stones. 
The entire area is covered 
with dust, making it almost 
impossible to identify it as a 
city road. 

Sheikh Ashraf Uz 
Zaman, president of 
the Greater Khulna 
Development Samgram 
Coordinating Committee, 
demanded immediate 
repair of the road as well. 

Residents of Khalishpur, 
Daulatpur and Boyra areas 
are the worst sufferers 
of the condition as they 
have use the road fro 

commuting in and out of 
the town every day. 

Montasir Mamun, 
KDA executive engineer 
(maintenance), told this 
correspondent that KDA 
usually constructs roads 
but doesn’t look after the 
maintenance due to lack of 
budgets for the projects. 

“One kilometre of the 
road falls under KCC’s 
jurisdiction and the rest 
under LGED. We sent 
letters to both on March 
28, 2010 and February 6 in 
2014, but to no avail,” he 
added. 

Md Nuruzzaman 
Talukder, KCC state officer, 
said KDA’s letter has no 
indication regarding the 
road’s length and width. 

“There are also no citable 
of illegal structures,” he 
added. 

Meanwhile, Md Robiul 
Islam, LGED upazila 
engineer in Dumuria, said, 
“We are yet to decide on 
taking over as it [the road] 
doesn’t match with LGED’s 
project criteria.” 

Int’l confce 
on weed 
management 
held at SAU
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Weed Science Society 
of Bangladesh (WSSB) 
will organise its first 
international conference at 
the capital’s Sher-e-Bangla 
Agricultural University 
today.

The conference themed 
“Climate Resilient Weed 
Management in the Era 
of Climate Change” is 
expected to feature 200 
participants, including 
scientists, teachers, 
government officials and 
herbicide traders, said a 
press release.

Chaired by WSSB 
President Prof Hazrat Ali, 
the inaugural session of 
the conference is expected 
to be attended by State 
Minister for Planning 
Shamsul Alam as chief 
guest.
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While walking home, two school-going children take refuge under banana leaves to escape from the sun’s 
heat. This photo was taken on Thursday from Jhalakathi’s Sholposena village.
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