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IPL Live from 12:45 am (Friday)
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka Bangalore vs Titans
TstTest, Day 5 Live from 08:00 pm EPL
Live from 10:00 am Chelsea vs Leicester City
EPL Live from 01:00 am (Friday)

Everton vs Crystal Palace

Tamim Igbal, who
Mushfiqur Rahim had
beaten to the punch
to become the first
Bangladeshi batter to
reach the landmark of
5000 Test runs, was

Complexion
transformed late
in the day

SPORTS REPORTER, from Chattogram

Taijul Islam got one to land pretty far outside the
off stump and then turn sharply inwards that went
through the gap between Lasith Embuldenya’s
bat and pad before castling the left-hander. That
turned out to be the last delivery of the day as the
players went off but not before that delivery had
turned the complexion of the game itself as Sri
Lanka now look to save the Test match on the final
day of the match today.

The wicket had neither shown sharp turn

amongst the ones to ," nor had much in the way for the faster bowlers,
applaud the cricketer as in terms of seam movement over four days. Sri
he walked back to the Lanka’s 397 in the first innings was followed
il H by Bangladesh’s 465. Angelo Mathews’s 199,

g? :2::)‘)"";022:\’322?‘}8":':3(] v Tamim Igbal’s 133, Mushfiqur Rahim’s 105
on Day 4 of Bangladesh’s and Liton Das’s 88 all vouch to a great batting

. . . track for the last four days but things may have
first Test against Sri slightly tilted in the Tigers’ favour in that last
Lanka at the Zah_ur A!‘med session yesterday as Lankans lost two wickets.
Chowdhury Stadium in Taijul was also the instigator for Bangladesh
Chattogram yesterday. bagging the wicket of Osahada Fernando, run
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‘Very happy with my achievement’

Mushfiqur Rahim, having become the first

a player. Only in Bangladesh, I have seen people

out after a sharp direct hit.

Taijul’s sharp turners, Shakib Al Hasan’s wily
variations and Nayeem Hasan’s reading of the
batters may go a long way into Bangladesh having
asay in this
game on the
final day by
bowling Lankans
out and getting
the required
runs quickly. Sri
Lanka are still

Bangladesh batter to reach the magical mark of 5000 compare me to Bradman when I score a century. But s =, ﬁg ruﬁls ‘behind
runs in Test cricket during his ton against Sri Lanka then when I don’t score runs, I feel like digging a hole T { A | ut 1El dC)' appear
yesterday, arrived at the press conference yesterday Player Matches Runs HS  Avg for myself. o e =S e ﬁor} . ter];t' 39
and appeared as both content and light-hearted Mushfiqur Rahim ~ 81* 5037 219* 36.76 But this is becoming a culture. If I have to spend espiLe bemg
but had a sense of grievance against the unjustified (Bt e 66* 4981 206  40.16 so much time tackling these things off the field, our for“%e 2h I'm sure
treatment he received from the media. Here are the ) q ) on-field duties get affected. I think there’s no value for .an survive.” pacer Kasun Raiitha. who bagged

s of that press conference: Shakib Al Hasan 60* 4055 217 3936 experience in Bangladesh. e Call SUTVIVE,  pacer Rasum 3ajithd, who bagse
excerpts o . . four for 60 runs, said about his side’s chances of
Feelings after becoming first Bangladeshi to score Mominul Haque 52 3516 181  39.06 Your contest with Tamim in getting to 5000 Test drawing the match.
5000 Test runs? Habibul Bashar 50 3026 113 30.87 runs first? Lankans, however, will be wary of the turn.

Mushfiqur Rahim (MR): It’s a great feeling ... but I'm
sure [ won’t be the last one. There’ll be a lot of capable
players among our seniors and juniors who can reach
8,000 or 10,000 runs.

Could you tell us about the journey?

(MR): My goal [in my debut Test] was to play the
second Test (laughs). Being a keeper-batter. I
always gave priority to Tests. You are judged by how
many big hundreds you get in the format. There’s
no end to success, but I'm very happy with my
achievement.

Is Sri Lanka your favourite opponent?

(MR): To be honest, it’s not easy to score runs
against them. The way they set the field, it’s not over
attacking like England or Australia, who want you to
make mistakes when you attack. They are different
to play with your patience and this challenge against
them motivates me extra.

Your thoughts on not playing any reverse sweep
today?

(MR): I thought this would be the first question
(laughs). It depends on how the wicket plays. There’s
no question of playing such shots [like reverse sweep|
when you can play down the line.

This is a batting-friendly wicket where you can
back your strength to play your shots with the
straight bat. I want to mention that I played three or
four reverse sweeps in two of my double-centuries.
Check out the video of that knock. Definitely, it’s one
of my high-risk shots, but I'm not afraid to play it in
the near future as well.

In the recent past, a lot has been said about you
and your form. Reactions?
(MR): It [what is being said] is not desirable for

(MR): He [Tamin| knows all these things [records| and
he was close. He told me, I couldn’t get there, you did.
He congratulated me.

I always think that it’s a better feeling when your
brother, teammate or friend achieves something.
I was so happy when Tamim broke my highest
individual score. He then told me that within the next
two or three years, I'll end up breaking his record
again. It is a healthy competition, and this is how we
as teammates help each other.

Do you feel lucky to have reached this far?
(MR): I don’t think it is luck. When I go to practice,
most of you are sleeping in the morning.

Do you plan to quit the shortest format?

(MR): I don’t have any such plan |of quitting format]|
and want to play as long as possible across formats if
there is an opportunity through my performance and
fitness.

“Wicket is really good for the batsmen. Little bit
turn now on the fourth day and I think good turn
tomorrow [today] as well,” Rajitha said.

That turn can go a long way into defining
what will happen today. How much SriLanka
can progress and if they will be able to pressure
Bangladesh late in the day, will depend upon what
happens in the first session. Bangladesh’s lead was
small in the end but the spinners may be able to
force a result.

SCORES IN BRIEF
Bangladesh V Sri Lanka (Day 4)

SRILANKA: First Innings -- 397 all out and Second
Innings -- 39 for 2 in 17.1 overs (Karunaratne 18 not
out, Fernando 19; Taijul 1-O, Shakib 0-12)
BANGILADESH: First Innings -- 465 all out in 170.1
overs (Tamim Igbal 133 retired hurt, Mushfiqur
105, Liton 88; Rajitha 4-60, Asitha 3-72)
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Riding a 28-match
unbeaten run into Roland
Garros and a winner of her
past five tournaments, Iga
Swiatek is the undeniable
favourite for a second
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retirement of world
number one Ashleigh
Barty, the 20-year-old [——
Swiatek has swept aside all T
comers and transformed
herself into the player to
beat in women'’s tennis.
The Pole hasn’t lost
since falling to another
former Roland Garros
champion, Jelena
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Djokovic braced for Alcaraz
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Novak Djokovic admits he will be
fired up by the fiasco of his high
profile deportation from Australia
when he targets a record-
equalling 21st major on his Grand
Slam return at the French Open.
World number one Djokovic

- in 2022.
He won a second Masters
title in Madrid, sweeping Nadal,
Djokovic and third-ranked
Alexander Zverev on the way.
“He definitely is special,”
admitted Djokovic of Alcaraz
who also claimed the prestigious

Grand Slam crown.

“It’s something that I never
faced before,” said Djokovic, who
turns 35 on Sunday, the opening
day of the French Open.

Djokovic has played only five
tournaments in 2022 but arrives
in Paris buoyed by a sixth Italian
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February. Her winning
streak is the longest on
the WTA tour since Serena
Williams won 34 matches
in arow in 2013.

Williams, who turns
41in September, has not
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the top of the all-time list.
Carlos Alcaraz, just 19, has
rocketed to six in the world on the

the re-emergence in Rome of
his chronic foot injury where he
limped to defeat in the last-16.

from Melbourne following his
refusal to be vaccinated opened
the door for Nadal to claim a

champion Simona Halep,
who won her first major in
Paris in 2018.
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