
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 18, 2022 

JAISHTHA 4, 1429 BS        8

ASI releases pics 
of closed rooms of 
Taj Mahal
TNN, Agra

The Archeological Survey of India (ASI) recently 
released pictures of some of the 22 underground 
rooms of the Taj Mahal, which were opened in 
January this year for carrying out conservation 
work, reports Anuja Jaiswal. This was done to 
debunk claims about the presence of Hindu idols 
and structures in the so-called “permanently 
locked” rooms, as was claimed in a petition filed 
in the Allahabad high court (HC). The Lucknow 
bench of the HC had dismissed the petition filed 
by BJP media in-charge of Ayodhya, Rajneesh 
Singh, last week that sought permission to open 
the “locked rooms” and get a survey done to 
ascertain the presence of idols of Hindu deities. 
TOI had reported on May 13 quoting senior ASI 
officials that the Taj Mahal’s below the main 
structure were “not always locked” and that they 
had no idols. The officials had said that “various 
records and reports reviewed till now have not 
shown the existence of any (Hindu) idols”.

Israeli security forces detain a man as they clash with Palestinians outside the Old City of Jerusalem, on Monday night. 
More than 70 Palestinians were wounded in overnight clashes with Israeli forces at a Jerusalem funeral, Palestinian 
medics said yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

ECONOMIC CRISIS IN SRI LANKA

President escapes censure motion
AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka’s beleaguered president 
side-stepped a censure motion 
yesterday after his fractured coalition 
rallied to delay a resolution blaming 
him for the country’s worst economic 
crisis.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s shaky 
coalition voted against taking up 
the unprecedented “displeasure of 
parliament” motion.

The non-binding motion was 
proposed by the main opposition 
Tamil party, the Tamil National 
Alliance, saying it echoed the 
demands of thousands of anti-
government demonstrators who have 
for weeks been seeking Rajapaksa’s 
resignation.

Shortages of food, fuel and 
medicines, along with record inflation 
and lengthy blackouts, have brought 
severe hardships to Sri Lankans, 
in the worst financial crisis since 

independence from Britain in 1948.
The president’s elder brother 

Mahinda stepped down as prime 
minister last week and in a bid to 
defuse mounting public anger, 
Gotabaya appointed opposition 
politician Ranil Wickremesinghe to 
replace him.

Wickremesinghe has won crucial 
support from the two main opposition 
parties to form a “unity government” 
to pull the country out of the dire 

economic crisis, but had yet to form a 
full cabinet on Monday afternoon.

He was expected to name a new 
cabinet later, but political sources said 
negotiations were still underway on 
sharing portfolios.

In an address to the nation Monday, 
Wickremesinghe said the country had 
run out of petrol and that the “next 
couple of months will be the most 
difficult ones of our lives”.

Most petrol stations in the capital 
were closed yesterday with long 
queues outside the few that were 
still open. Sri Lanka had run out of 
dollars to finance essential imports, 
Wickremesinghe said, and three oil 
tankers were waiting off Colombo to 
be paid before they would unload.

The country was also out of 14 
essential drugs including anti-rabies 
vaccines, the premier said, adding 
suppliers of medicines had not been 
paid for about four months. 

Taliban shut 
down human 
rights body
Promise ‘good news’ 
on girls’ education in 
Afghanistan
AFP, Kabul

Taliban authorities yesterday said they 
have dissolved Afghanistan’s independent 
human rights commission as it was “not 
considered necessary”.

Since the hardline Islamists seized 
power last August they have closed several 
bodies that protected the freedoms 
of Afghans, including the electoral 
commission and the ministry for women’s 
affairs.

“We have some other organisations 
to carry out activities related to human 
rights, organisations that are linked to the 
judiciary,” deputy government spokesman 
Inamullah Samangani told 
AFP, without elaborating.

The work of the 
rights commission, 
which included 
documenting 
civilian casualties 
of Afghanistan’s 
two-decade war, 
was halted when 
the Taliban ousted a 
US-backed government 
last year and the body’s top 
officials fled the country.

The National Security Council and 
a reconciliation council that promoted 
peace were also shut down at the weekend 
as the government announced its first 
annual budget.

Heather Barr, associate women’s rights 
director at Human Rights Watch, said it 
was shocking to see Afghanistan backslide 
with the closures.

Afghanistan’s interior minister 
promised “very good news” soon on the 
return of girls to secondary schools, in a 
rare interview broadcast Monday by CNN.
“I would like to provide some clarification. 
There is no one who opposes education for 
women,” said Sirajuddin Haqqani.
He argued that girls could already go to pri-
mary school. “Above that grade, the work is 
continuing on a mechanism” to allow girls 
to attend secondary school, he said in his 
first televised interview.

Provide arms for 

fight against junta
Myanmar’s NUG urges West
REUTERS

The defence chief of Myanmar’s shadow 
government has called for international help 
to arm its resistance forces fighting the ruling 
military, requesting support similar to that being 
given to Ukrainians battling invading Russian 
troops. The people of Ukraine and Myanmar’s pro-
democracy militias are all fighting for freedom and 
giving their lives, but those taking on Myanmar’s 

well-equipped army need 
more than international 
solidarity, said Yee Mon, the 
National Unity Government’s 
(NUG) defence minister. 
“The stance of international 
community for Myanmar is 
moral support for us and we 
are grateful for it. We will be 

much more appreciative if we get physical support 
such as arms and funding,” he said in handwritten 
remarks provided to Reuters. “With that support, 
we will be able to end the revolution sooner...” The 
NUG declared a “defensive war” in the countryside 
to stifle efforts by the military to consolidate power 
after its crackdown on protests.


