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Mosharaf used to note down all his 
fraudulent activities in a diary. The 

notes would include who would be the 
target, who would take money from 

whom and how much money was taken. 

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

Around 10:00am on March 23, Mosharaf Hossain 
requested Ansar member Ehsak Ali, who was 
on-duty at the children’s ward of national cancer 
research institute, to admit a patient.

At the time, Mosharaf identified himself as a top 
army official. Ehsak then assisted him to admit the 
patient. For the help, Mosharaf wanted to reward 
Eshak, and so asked him whether he has a son or 
daughter who needs a job.

Two days later, Mosharaf informed Ehsak that 
a store-keeper position was vacant at the army, 
but Eshak would have to cover some expenses for 
securing the post. 

Mosharaf then provided an appointment letter 
for Ehsak’s son, after the latter agreed to pay Tk 3 
lakh, giving an advance of Tk 40,000. But Eshak 
later found out that the appointment letter was 
fake. He filed a case with Banani Police Station.

While investigating the case, cyber and special 
crime division of police’s Detective Branch (DB) 
found that not only Ehsak, a huge number of 
people were cheated by Mosharaf and Zia, an 
associate of his.

On Monday, police managed to arrest Mosharaf 
(43) and Zia (19) from the capital’s Mirpur area. Zia’s 
job was to call job-seekers posing as a high-official.

Md Nazmul Hoque, additional deputy 
commissioner of DB, told The Daily Star yesterday 
that Mosharaf used to note down all his fraudulent 

activities in a diary.
“The notes would include who would be the 

target, who would take money from whom and how 
much money was taken. Analysing the notes, it was 
found that he used to target at least 60 people a 
week,” he said. Promising to provide jobs, he used 
to pocket money from unsuspecting people.

Regarding the victims, ADC Nazmul said he 
has found names and phone numbers of around 
300 people after going through the diary and 
interrogating Mosharaf. “These people who were on 
the list were cheated by Mosharaf. But they did not 
take legal assistance,” said the official.

Tareq Bin Rashid, deputy commissioner of cyber 
and special crime division, said Mosharaf used to 
communicate with Ansar members and security 
guards, identifying himself as a top government 
official.

ADC Nazmul said the two were experts in 
making appointment letters. To make them look 
authentic, they would use QR-code generators.

Once the victim scanned the QR code, they 
found their information, and paid the demanded 
money. The victims would find out that the 
appointment letters are fake after visiting the 
offices with the letters, said the official. 

After each incident, Mosharaf would change his 
SIM.

The court granted one day remand for the 
arrestees, after police showed them arrested in the 
case filed with Banani Police Station.

Defrauding 60 
people a week!

DB arrests 2 for swindling many with fake job offers

SKELETON RECOVERY CASE

No headway 
in 1.5 years
SHARIFUL ISLAM

Around one and a half years after the recovery of 
a human skeleton from inside a building’s wall in 
the capital’s Shewrapara, investigators still could 
not identify the victim and unearth the mystery 
despite making various efforts.

DNA tests conducted at Dhaka Medical 
College and at the forensic lab of the Criminal 
Investigation Department confirmed that the 
skeleton is that of a male aged between 18 and 35 
years.

However, the mystery further deepened when 
the investigators and experts suspected it to be 
a woman as a long hair was recovered with it. 
DNA samples of 26 persons, including the family 
members of the building owner and tenants, 
have so far been examined to know whether any 

sample matched with the victim but to no avail.
“The focus of our investigation has completely 

changed as DNA tests results revealed that the 
skeleton was of a male,” Md Imam Hossain, 
additional deputy inspector general of CID, told 
The Daily Star on Monday.

On September 17, 2020, police recovered 
156 bones, both whole and broken, following 
discovery of the skeleton by a local plumber while 
he was repairing water supply lines at the ground 
floor flat of the six-storey building. Those were 
packed inside a polythene bag mixed with tea 
leaves.

The recovery stunned locals and police alike 
with Mirpur police taking up the investigation. It 
was then transferred to the CID, prompting it to 
form a team to identify the victim and reveal the 
case.

However, the one-and-a-half-year-long 
investigation is yet to yield encouraging results, 

AT A GLANCE

On Sept 17, 2020, police recovered 156 
bones after plumber finds skeleton 

Those were packed inside polythene bag 
mixed with tea leaves

Primarily it was suspected bones were of 
woman’s body as long hair was recovered

DNA tests confirmed skeleton is that of male  
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Introduce specific 
excise tax
Say speakers on curbing 
tobacco consumption
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The existing tier-based tax structure has failed 
to stop the increasing number of smokers and 
tobacco users, said speakers at a discussion 
yesterday.

The government must introduce a specific 
excise tax structure for tobacco products in 2022-
23 fiscal, they said at the event jointly organised 
by Progga and the Anti-Tobacco Media Alliance 
(ATMA) at Jatiya Press Club.

“No change is possible until the government 
withdraws its share from British American 
Tobacco,” said Dr Kazi Kholiquzzaman, convener 
of National Anti-tobacco Platform and chairman 
of Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation.

While presenting the keynote, Hasan Shahriar, 
project head (Tobacco Control) of Progga, said 
the price of cigarettes in Bangladesh is the lowest 
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Hundreds of farmed fish gather near the bank and jump out of the water as a farmer throws food into the waterbody. He cultivates cultures of rui, katla, pangash and 
tilapia in this reservoir. This photo was taken in Khulna’s Dumuria upazila recently. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

AL likely to face 
rebel in polls
Mayoral candidate Rifat terms 
allegation of patronising drug 
dealers, smugglers ‘baseless’

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Awami League is likely to face a rebel candidate in the 
upcoming Cumilla city polls slated for June 15.

A total of six contenders have filed nominations to vie 
for the mayoral post till yesterday, the last date of filing 
nomination.

Arfanul Haque Rifat, general 
secretary of AL’s Cumilla city unit, 
will compete under the party’s 
banner. 

AL rebel candidate Masud 
Parvez Khan Imran, who is 
a member of AL central sub-
committee on information and 
research affairs, will take part in the 
polls as an independent candidate.

Imran is the son of Cumilla’s late AL 
leader Afzal Khan and brother of Anjum Sultana Seema, 
a lawmaker from reserved seats for women.

Besides, 120 councillor aspirants have filed 
nominations against 27 wards, and 38 female aspirants 
for reserved wards. The nominations will be scrutinised 
tomorrow and last date for withdrawal is May 26.

Meanwhile, a section of AL men in Cumilla yesterday 
claimed that the allegations against AL candidate Rifat 
of patronising drug dealers and smugglers is “baseless”.

Under the banner of “Cumilla city Awami League 
and associate bodies”, they made the claim at a press 
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