
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA TUESDAY MAY 17, 2022 

JAISHTHA 3, 1429 BS        9

His nephew
FROM PAGE 16

Later, he came to know that 
his brother took allotment 
of a Rajuk plot in his name 
in Purbachal, Narendra 
added.

This allotment was later 
cancelled, and Justice 
Sinha took allotment of a 
plot in Uttara and bore all 
the expenditures, he added.

Narendra, who lives in 
Chattogram, mentioned 
that upon his brother’s 
instructions, he handed 
over the power of attorney 
of the Uttara plot to 
nephew Shankhajit.

He added that after that, 
his brother took a Tk 1.2 
crore loan from Shahjalal 
Islami Bank’s Uttara 
branch in the names of 
Narendra and Shankhajit 
without their knowledge. 

Justice Sinha also 
included the plot, building 
and related expenditure in 
Narendra’s tax file.

“I don’t know what 
[income] source he [Justice 
Sinha] had shown in the 
tax file,” Narendra said, 
adding that he has been 
unemployed since his 
retirement.

“I did not have any 
source of income, except 
my small salary, while in 
service. My brother paid 
Tk 75 lakh for the plot in 
Uttara and spent money for 
constructing the building. 
I don’t have any interest in 
the house and it is shown 
in the tax file beyond my 

knowledge,” said Narendra.
“It [house] is actually 

owned by my brother 
Surendra Kumar Sinha. 
He felt uncomfortable to 
register the building in his 
name as he was the chief 
justice.”

While testifying before 
the court, Shankhajit said 
Justice Sinha had asked 
him to take the power of 
attorney of the plot from 
Narendra.

He added that in March 
2018, Justice Sinha’s 
wife Sushama Sinha told 
Shankhajit that there was 
about Tk 78 lakh in her loan 
account, which she wanted 
to transfer to his account. 
“Before I knew anything, the 
money was transferred to 
my salary account at Dhaka 
Bank’s EPZ branch.”

In his testimony, 
Justice Sinha’s neighbour 
Sujan, who looked after 
the construction of the 
building in Uttara, said 
he came to know that 
the former chief justice 
spent about Tk 7 crore 
for construction of the 
building.

On November 9 last year, 
the former chief justice 
was sentenced to seven 
years in prison for money 
laundering and obtaining a 
loan of Tk 4 crore illegally 
in another graft case.

Justice Sinha, who is 
believed to be in the US, 
resigned on November 10, 
2017, from abroad.

Hard times may
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income will not increase in 
keeping with the inflation 
rate.”

He added the 
government data of the 
inflation rate is not realistic 
or scientific, as it is based 
on a 17-year-old survey. The 
real inflation rate may be 
12 percent if the prices are 
updated.

He suggested increasing 
the limit of tax-free income 
to Tk 3.5 lakh from Tk 3 
lakh. 

“Women and 
disadvantaged groups may 
be given further leeway.”

Other suggestions 
were to bring 10 percent 
of the unemployed youth 
under social safety net 
programmes; more food 
support and financial 
assistance; employment 
after targeting and tracking 

those who require it; 
allocating more for children 
under local government 
budgets; supporting non-
MPO teachers; introducing 
education credit cards for 
students; and additional 
and specific allocation 
for the education of 
indigenous groups and 
Dalits.

CPD distinguished 
fellow Prof Mustafizur 
Rahman presided over the 
programme, while Farah 
Kabir, country director 
of ActionAid Bangladesh, 
Rumana Haque, economics 
professor at Dhaka 
University, Ferdaus Ara 
Begum, chief executive 
officer of Business Initiative 
Leading Development, 
and Tony Michael Gomes, 
director of World Vision 
Bangladesh, spoke at the 
event.

N Korea orders 
army to help 
Covid response
AFP, Seoul

North Korea’s Kim Jong Un criticised 
“irresponsible” officials over the country’s 
pandemic response and ordered the army to help 
distribute medicine, state media said yesterday, 
as Seoul offered Covid-19 aid. More than a million 
people have been ill with what Pyongyang refers 
to as “fever”, state media said, despite leader Kim 
ordering nationwide lockdowns in a bid to slow 
the spread of disease through the unvaccinated 
population. In a sign of how serious the situation 
may be, Kim “strongly criticised” healthcare 
officials for what he called a botched response to 
epidemic prevention. He ordered the army to get 
to work “on immediately stabilising the supply 
of medicines in Pyongyang”, the capital, where 
Omicron was detected last week.

Sri Lanka out of petrol
PM tells crisis-hit nation, warns of more hardship ahead
AFP, Colombo

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka has run 
out of petrol and is unable to 
find dollars to finance essential 
imports, the new prime minister 
said yesterday in an address to 
the nation.

“We have run out of petrol... 
At the moment, we only have 
petrol stocks for a single day,” 
Ranil Wickremesinghe said, 
warning his bankrupt country 
could face more hardships in the 

coming months.
He said the government was 

also unable to raise dollars to pay 
for three shipments of oil, with 
the ships awaiting outside the 
Colombo harbour for payments 
before discharging their cargoes.

“The next couple of months 
will be the most difficult ones of 
our lives,” Wickremesinghe said. 
“I have no desire to hide the truth 
and to lie to the public.”

However, he urged people to 

“patiently bear the next couple 
of months” and vowed he could 
overcome the crisis.

He said the government had 
also run out of cash to pay the 
1.4 million civil servants their 
salaries in May, and he will turn 
to money printing as a last resort.

He also warned that fuel and 
electricity tariffs will be raised 
substantially and his government 
will also sell off its loss-making 
national carrier to reduce losses.

Protesters take part in an anti-government demonstration outside the Sri Lanka police headquarters in 
Colombo yesterday, demanding the arrest of government supporters who allegedly assaulted peaceful 
demonstrators amid ongoing economic crisis. PHOTO: AFP

India, Nepal agree 

to build power plant
REUTERS, Kathmandu

India and Nepal will build a 695 megawatt 
hydropower plant, officials said yesterday, as the 
Himalayan nation looks to exploit its abundant 
potential to generate clean energy to ease power 
shortages. India is investing billions of dollars 
in infrastructure including hydropower plants, 

as New Delhi looks to 
grow its influence in 
its smaller neighbours, 
where China is also 
increasingly active. The 
Arun IV project will be 
jointly built on the Arun 
River in Nepal’s east by 
India’s Satluj Jal Vidyut 
Nigam (SJVN) Ltd SJVN.
NS and Nepal’s state-
owned Nepal Electricity 

Authority (NEA) owing 51% and 49% of equity 
respectively, NEA spokesperson said.  The power 
plant agreement is among six deals concluded 
between India and Nepal during PM Modi’s fifth 
visit to the Himalayan nation yesterday.

Delhi reports 
record 49C
Residents asked to stay in as 
heatwave sweeps through 
northern India
AGENCIES

The maximum temperature recorded in the 
national capital reached 49 degree Celsius, the India 
Meteorological Department said yesterday, as intense 
heatwave is sweeping through northern part of the 
country.

While the national capital’s Mungeshpur station 
recorded a temperature of 49.2 degrees, Najafgarh 
recorded 49.1 degree Celsius.

The weather agency advised people in northern India 
to avoid venturing outside their homes unless absolutely 
essential and to drink plenty of water even if not thirsty.

The states of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, 
Uttarakhand, Punjab, and Bihar have particularly 
witnessed soaring temperatures in the past few days. 
Temperatures are likely to fall by 2-4C in 
some areas but there may not be any 
respite from intense heat, said the 
Met department.

Weather station at Safdarjung 
observed a max temperature 
of 45.6 degrees Celsius while 
the west part of Delhi reported 
temperatures ranging between 
46 to 48 degrees Celsius.

On May 29, 1944, Safdarjung 
recorded a max temperature of 47.2 
degrees Celsius, reports NDTV online. 
Maximum temperatures reached 47.5 degrees Celsius 
at Jafarpur, 47.3 degrees Celsius at Pitampura and 47.2 
degrees Celsius at Ridge.

Other parts of Delhi observed maximum temperatures 
rise to 46.8 degrees Celsius at Ayanagar, 46.4 degrees 
Celsius at Palam and 45.8 degrees Celsius at Lodhi Road, 
the weather agency said. In Haryana, Gurgaon recorded 
the highest temperature yesterday amongst other 
stations which are 48.1 degrees Celsius and Mukhtsar in 
Punjab reported 47.4 degrees Celsius.

“Partners need to make decisions that limit Russia’s 
ties to the world every week. The occupiers must feel 

the rising cost of war for them, feel it constantly.”  

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky
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