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Yet another
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While visiting the project 
site in September last year, 
the minister said if they fail 
to launch train operation 
on day-1 of the bridge’s 
operation, they would try 
to start the operations on 
Dhaka-to-Bhanga section 
within December next year 
(this year).

However, the project 
document shows Dhaka-
Mawa section saw 55 
percent progress till April, 
while Mawa-Bhanga 
section saw 78 percent 
progress and Bhanga-
Jashore section saw 49.5 
percent progress.

The overall physical 
progress of the project was 
57.5 percent till April this 
year. The project witnessed 
11.5 percent progress in the 
last six months (October 
to April) since the minister 
visited the site.

The October-to-April 
period is the prime time 
for construction works as 
the country sees less rain 
during this time.

Asked about the reasons 
behind the changing 
deadline, the railways 
minister said they faced 
problems in shifting utility 
services from project areas 
inside Dhaka. Although the 
construction did not stop 
due to Covid-19, it has been 
slowed down, he added.

Asked whether the 
June 2024 deadline for 
the entire project would be 
changed, the minister said 
the project is still running 
within the deadline.

Railway Director General 
Dhirendra Nath Mazumder, 
Maj Gen F M Zahid 
Hossain, chief coordinator 
of the construction 
supervision consultant 
team of the project, and 
project director Afzal 
Hossain, among others, 
accompanied the minister.  

Ensure benefits for non-regularised
FROM PAGE 3

recently as a five-member 
bench of the Appellate 
Division headed by the 
then Chief Justice Syed 
Mahmud Hossain (now 
retired) has delivered a 
short verdict on November 
25, 2021 after disposing of 
five civil review petitions 
regarding future benefits 
of the work-charged 
employees.

“After toiling for 
the benefit of the 
government and the 
people continuously for 
a considerable amount of 
time, I.e. for 20 or more 

years, if the government 
leaves a work-charged 
employee to face the wrath 
of unpaid, uncertain and 
bleak retirement period, 
and we turn a blind eye to 
his miserable condition that 
would be totally unethical 
and wholly contrary to the 
constitutional philosophy 
of socio-economic justice,” 
the SC judges said in the 
full text verdict.

The apex court judges 
said in the verdict that 
the work-charged daily 
wage and contingent paid 
employees are generally 
hired for a short time to 

execute a specific work. 
But quite a large number of 
such employees have been 
working for indefinite time 
spans stretching over years, 
they said.

“Since the writ petitioner 
respondents (work charged 
employees on master roll 
under the housing a public 
works department) have 
been working for a long 
time, it shows that the posts 
they were occupying were 
permanent in nature and 
not causal or temporary.

It further indicates 
that the services of the 
respondents are not only 

required but also beneficial 
to the department.

Given the lengths of 
service actually rendered 
by them, those posts 
have to considered to be 
permanent nature,” the SC 
said in the full text of the 
verdict.

Contacted, Additional 
Attorney General Sk 
Morshed told The Daily Star 
yesterday that the attorney 
general’s office has already 
sent a copy of the full text 
verdict of the SC to the 
ministries concerned for 
taking necessary steps in 
line with its observations.

India resumes 
youth exchange 
programme from 
Bangladesh
DIPLOMATIC CORRESONDENT

India has resumed the Bangladesh Youth Delegation 
2022, after two years of pause because of the 
pandemic. 

Information Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud, and 
Indian High Commissioner Vikram K Doraiswami 
unveiled the official logo and launched the portal 
for the Bangladesh Youth Delegation, which is now 
active for receiving applications up to June 30, at 
an event at the Indian High Commission in Dhaka 
yesterday. 

The International Youth Exchange Programme is 
part of an MoU signed between India’s Ministry of 
Youth Affairs and Sports and Bangladesh’s Ministry 
of Youth and Sports on cooperation on youth 
matters. In the last two years, no such exchange 
programme for youth was possible due to the Covid 
pandemic. 

“100 young leaders from various walks of life 
will be selected from Bangladesh for a hosted 
visit to India,” said a statement of the Indian High 
Commission in Dhaka. To apply, candidates can visit  
https://www.hcidhaka.gov.in.

Seven held
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Photocopies of positive 
and negative certificates of 
fake Covid-19 test, two SIM 
cards, tokens containing 
three mobile numbers of 
expatriates, a pen drive 
and Tk 41,869 in cash, an 
ATM card and eight mobile 
phones were retrieved from 
their possession.

The Rab CO said a 
negative certificate for 
the coronavirus test is 
mandatory for passengers. 
Taking advantage of this, 
a fraudulent group has 
been extorting money from 
them. Following this, some 
fraudsters were stationed 
in front of Mohakhali 
Covid-19 Hospital to 
collect mobile numbers of 
passengers.

Increase
FROM PAGE 3

Speakers at the event also 
said the prevalence of the 
thoracic disease has also 
been increasing day by 
day. As a result, patients 
have been rushing abroad 
for treatment. But there 
are hospitals and skilled 
doctors who can provide 
state-of-the-art treatment 
in the country now.

Speakers also stressed 
training surgeons in 
thoracic surgery.

During the workshop, 
a total of 28 surgeons 
received hands-on training 
from nine renowned 
surgeons, including 
Gururaj M Sangonthimat, 
consultant and head of the 
spine surgery department 
at Delhi’s Spinal Injury 
Center. 

Unite against Farakka
FROM PAGE 5

Bangladesh, 40 million 
people in southern region 
and 65 percent areas of 
Ganges-Kobadak irrigation 
project of the country have 
been suffering from a lack 
of irrigation water.

Siddiqui said, on May 
16, 1976, Maulana Abdul 
Hamid Khan Bhasani led 

the long march protesting 
India’s unilateral 
withdrawal of water from 
the Padma by constructing 
the barrage in the river’s 
upstream.

The committee is likely 
to hold a public meeting 
commemorating the day at 
Lalon Shah Muktamancha 
in the afternoon.

3 of family die
FROM PAGE 5

and brother from behind, 
leaving them injured,” 
said Ambia’s elder son 
Shamsuddin. They were 
rushed to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital after being 
given primary treatment at 
a local hospital.

DMCH doctors declared 
Ambia dead around 
9:00am, said Inspector 
Bachchu Mia, in charge 
of the hospital’s police 
outpost.

Ambia’s younger son 
Mohiuddin is currently 
receiving treatment at the 

hospital, while Shamsuddin 
and his father escaped 
unhurt. Ambia’s body was 
sent to the hospital morgue 
for autopsy. 

[Our staff 
correspondents in Rajshahi 
and Dhaka contributed to 
the report] 

Rakhines cast aside for tourism
FROM PAGE 5

“But the renter is claiming 
that they’re the land 
owners,” said Mongla 
Ching, president of the 
temple management 
committee. 

Selim Munshi, the 
accused grabber, claimed 
that about a decade ago, 
he had bought 2.66 acres 
of the temple land from the 
mother of Mongla Ching 
and had all the documents.

“The land constituting 
temples, ponds and burial 
places are not sellable 
property as they belong 
to the community,” said 
Dhaka University Prof 
Robaet Ferdous. 

He said the number of 
Rakhine villages has been 
reduced to 26 from 144 in 
Patuakhali and 13 from 93 
in Barguna since 1948.

“Patuakhali lost 
just another village, 
Choyanipara, some months 
ago due to the construction 
of the Payra sea-port,” he 
claimed. The ICDP, in a 2014 
house-to-house census 
conducted in Patuakhali 
and Barguna, estimated 
the Rakhine population to 
be exactly 2,425.

About 1,000 Rakhines 
came to Rangabali in 
Patuakhali from Burma, 
now Myanmar, by sailboats 
in the last quarter of the 
18th century and their 
number rose to 1,00,000 
by the first quarter of the 
20th century, according 
to researchers. “Influential 
locals deceived the 
Rakhine to grab their lands. 
Rakhines are exhausted 
from continued legal 
fights over the years,” said 

Maung Miya, a member 
of Bangladesh Adivashi 
Forum.

At Keranipara, the 
heart of the Kuakata 
municipality, the remnants 
of the Kuakata Old 
Buddhist Temple stood by 
the main street, catching 
the admiration of the 
tourists.

Even in 2017 tourists 
could see it from the street. 
But a part of it was grabbed 
several months back 
leaving its view completely 
blocked by walls and shops.

The temple was relocated 
after the flood of 1962. The 
altar on which once sat the 
statue of Buddha statue is 
now used for drying fishing 
nets. “Once this place was 
not only frequented by 
worshipers but by others 
for it had a well of fresh 

water,” said Luma Rakhine.
In the masterplan, it’s 

mentioned that only one 
historical well is owned by 
the Rakhines, two temples 
and two residential areas 
whereas according to local 
Rakhines, they have four 
residential areas including 
Keranipara, Noyapara, 
Panchayetpara and 
Motholpara.

“We have another 11 
Rakhine-palli (villages) 
in Latachaplee union 
and four temples in the 
municipality area which 
were unmentioned in 
the masterplan,” said 
Maung Miya. “When 
the masterplan was 
introduced, nobody from 
the administration asked 
for our opinion. Rakhines 
were ignored at that time 
and till today,” he added.  
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Kabir, Taleb 
president, 
secretary of 
BCS 81 Forum
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former ambassador 
M Humayun Kabir 
and Mohammad Abu 
Taleb have been elected 
president and secretary of 
the BCS 81 Forum.

They were elected at the 
annual general meeting of 
the forum at the Officers’ 
Club on May 12, according 
to a press release.

Besides, Md Emdadul 
Haque and Md Sahab Ullah 
have been elected vice-
president, while Badrul 
Alam Tarafdar has been 
elected treasurer of the 
forum for the next two 
years.

‘We want to 
be part of 
Bangladesh’s 
success story’
Says ambassador 
Kelly Keiderling

UNB, Dhaka

Ambassador 
Kelly 
Keiderling, 
the US 
deputy 
assistant 
secretary of 
state for South Asia and 
Public Diplomacy, has 
said the Americans want 
to be a part of the success 
story of Bangladesh that 
is becoming an economic 
power house.

The ambassador 
appreciated the 
socioeconomic 
development Bangladesh 
has achieved in the span of 
a generation.  

The Embassy of 
Bangladesh in Washington, 
DC celebrated the Bangla 
new year and Eid reunion 
on Friday, said the embassy 
in a message yesterday. 
Kelly joined the event 
as the guest of honour. 
Bangladesh Ambassador 
to the US M Shahidul Islam 
delivered the welcome 
remarks. Diplomats from 
South Asian countries 
and US officials and guests 
from Bangladesh diaspora  
attended the event.  

Employees of non-government educational institutions form a human chain 
in front of the capital’s Jatiya Press Club yesterday to press home their five-
point demand, including salary scale and change in designation.   PHOTO: STAR


