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Shahiduzzaman 

Selim’s 

‘Shubornobhumi’
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

National Film Award-winning actor 
Shahiduzzaman Selim has started 

shooting for a new film. The movie, 
titled “Shubornobhumi”, is based on 
the Liberation War of Bangladesh. It 
is being directed by Zahid Hosain. 

Shahiduzzaman Selim will portray 
the role of a Razakar commander in 

the film, which is being shot at Pubail, 
Gazipur. 

Films with good stories always attract 
Shahiduzzaman Selim. “This character will truly 
let me showcase my range. It is a completely new 
experience for me, and we are all excited about 
the film,” he shares. 

‘RRR’ all set for 

OTT release
“RRR” will be released on ZEE5 on May 20.

The S S Rajamouli-directed film that 
took India by storm with its box office 
receipts will now be released on OTT, a 
few months after its worldwide theatrical 
release.

The film will be available in Telugu, 
Tamil, Malayalam and Kannada on ZEE5, 
with the Hindi version releasing on Netflix, 
on May 20 as well. 

The blockbuster stars Jr NTR and Ram 
Charan, along with Alia Bhatt, Ajay Devgn, 
Samuthirakani, Olivia Morris, Shriya Saran, 
and others. It was produced on a large scale 
by DVV Danayya. MM Keeravaani composed 
the film’s music.

SHAH ALAM SHAZU

She recently spoke to The Daily 

Star about the excitement of 

becoming a mother, her plans 

regarding her career, and more. 

You are about to be a mother. 

How would you describe this 

experience? 

For a woman, waiting to welcome 

your first child into the world 

is the best feeling. I don’t think 

it can be described in words. I 
am staying at home and going 
for check-ups, as and when 
needed. I am really happy, and 
I am enjoying the experience 
wholeheartedly. My husband, 
Razz, goes above and beyond to 
take care of me. This is the most 
beautiful chapter of my life. 

Have you thought of a name for 

your child? 

We did think of a name, but I 
came across many people with 

that name across social media. 
So, for now, we have not 
decided on any. We will think 
of a name once our child 
is born. My husband and I 
might think of two separate 
names, or pick one name 
together. 

How did you spend the 
Eid holidays? 

I spent the holidays with 
my family, by the beautiful 
seashores of Cox’s Bazar. Our 
hotel room was decorated 
with flowers, which was 
a nice surprise for me. I 
enjoyed being by the sea 
during Eid. 

Moving forward, what are 
your hopes regarding your 
acting career? 

I would not have come 
this far in my career 
without the love of the 
audience. It has been my 
biggest accomplishment. 
Having said that, right 
now, my only priority is 
motherhood. I will get 
back to work in full swing, 
when it is the right time 
and when I am ready. 

Would you like to say 
anything to your fans? 

I only ask for prayers from 
my fans for me and my 
family. People’s prayers are 
meaningful. I hope that I can 
reach the end of this journey 
without any difficulty or 
discomfort, and that my child 
arrives into this world safely. 

‘This is the most beautiful 
chapter of my life’
Pori Moni opens up about expecting her first child

Celebrated 
actress Pori 

Moni tied the 
knot with 
‘No Dorai’ 

actor Md 
Sariful Islam 

Razz, after 
a whirlwind 

courtship. 
The couple, 

who fell in 
love while 

working 
on the 

Gias Uddin 
Selim film, 

‘Gunin’, are 
expecting 
their first 

child 
together. 
Several of 

Pori Moni’s 
films are 
awaiting 

release. That 
being said, 

the soon-to-
be-mother is 
currently on 
a break from 

work.
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Last October, a draft policy for protecting 
the culture and OTT was published by the 
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

After a few months, another policy was 
published by the BTRC, which was widely 
criticised by netizens due to some of the 
clauses in the draft, including social media 
surveillance.

The three proposed laws, regulations, 
and policies are the Data Protection 
Act, 2022 (The Data Protection Act), 
made by the Department of Information 
and Communication Technology; 
‘Regulation for Digital, Social Media 
and OTT Platforms’ formulated by The 
Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory 
Commission (BTRC) and The Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting Over the Top 
(OTT) Content-Based Service Delivery and 

Management 
Policy, 

2021. 
According 

to the authorities, the drafted regulations 
call for sovereignty and integrity of the 
country, state security, and friendly relations 
with foreign states or maintenance of public 

order. Besides, any content that degrades the 
spirit of the Liberation War, hurts religious 
sentiments, is detrimental to communal 
harmony, and anti-indigenous culture 
and social values have been brought under 
censorship. Though these changes are yet to 
be finalised, it is needless to say that debates 
have already started to surface in this regard.

We caught up with some noted 
filmmakers and executives of different local 
streaming platforms to analyse the problems 
this verdict might lead to in the future. 

Redoan Rony, filmmaker and Chief 
Operating Officer of Chorki asserts how 
these regulations will be a drawback for a 
country that is aiming for digitalisation. “To 
me, it is very confusing that two different 
sectors implemented rules for OTT content,” 
mentions Rony, who has not yet received any 
call or letter regarding the revision of the 
draft. 

He further spoke about the proposed 
clauses in detail. “One of BTRC’s points in 
this regard states production belonging 
to horror genre projects cannot terrify 
audiences, which is absurd,” he states. 
“The policy states that a character cannot 

speak loudly to another character on the 
screen.”

Alongside restricting the 
artistes and barring them from 

exercising their creativity, such 
strict rules and regulations will 

cease the growth of local OTT 
platforms. One point that 
Rony makes hits the bullseye. 
“These policies will only 
put restrictions on local 
platforms, as international 
streaming sites will not 
care,” he says. “Thus, our 
audience will be taken 
over by foreign streaming 

platforms, affecting our 
economy.” 

Filmmaker Ashfaque Nipun, 
the founder of Packup Films, 

expressed how he is against 
imposing any kind of policy, 

particularly when it comes to 
artistic expression. 
“Streaming platforms are 

personalised and there has been no 
imposition of rules on this medium 
worldwide,” asserts the “Mohanagar” 
director. “Even internationally, film censor 
boards are becoming extinct and being 
replaced by film certification. This means 
that the audience is sensible enough to 
choose what they would like to watch, 
according to their age groups. Censorship 
only makes the maturity level of the viewers 

questionable.”
Nipun looks back on the time when the 

OTT culture had just graced Bangladesh, 
highlighting the transition that has come 
along the way. “At the beginning, there 
were some bold projects made which were 
sexually explicit,” he shares. “However, with 
time, audiences turned away from them, 
and projects like “Ladies & Gentlemen”, 
“Mohanagar”, “Taqdeer”, “Unoloukik”, and 
“Jaagobahey” captured their interest.” 

Much has changed with time when it 
comes to the preferences of audiences. 
While one might perceive a production to be 
sensitive, others might not feel the same way 
– and Nipun agrees with this point. 

“Preferences vary from person to person 
so does the effect a production leaves 
behind in someone’s mind after they watch 
it. Preferences are guided by likings, social 
conditions and existing structures that one 
lives in,” he mentions. 

“What was inappropriate 50 years ago, 
has been normalised now. Thus, putting 
barriers will only create shields for the rulers. 
It will also cause troubles to the filmmakers 
and artistes, as these objectives are open-
ended and it might provoke anybody to file a 
complaint.”

Nipun pledges to keep delivering stories 
in his narrative style.  “As a filmmaker, I 
will never stop expressing my point of view, 
no matter how strict the rules may be,” he 
shares. 

On the other hand, Sakib R Khan, 
Business Lead of Hoichoi Bangladesh 
believes that not much change will be 
brought about even if these rules and 
regulations are implemented. “Local 
platforms will not be hampered much, as 
they already maintain a certain level of 
decency while making a show,’ he informs. 

Nevertheless, he agrees with the point 
made by Rony that international streaming 
platforms are not being affected by this 
alteration. “These rules should also be 
applied to international streaming platforms 
when they wish to operate in Bangladesh 
since it will not be justified if there are 
segregated policies,” he says. 

He believes that only tying the hands of 
local streaming platforms will lead to a fall 
when it comes to the viewers’ interest in local 
content. 

While varying perceptions are coming 
forward about the new draft, the makers and 
artistes are still unsure of what is to come 
and when are the changes finally expected 
to surface. Nevertheless, as they wait for the 
new set of rules, OTT platforms are adamant 
on delivering quality content to their 
subscribers. 

How justified is putting 
barriers on a work of art?

“What was 
inappropriate 

50 years ago, 
has been 

normalised 
now. Thus, 

putting 
barriers will 

only create 
shields for 

the rulers. It 
will also cause 
troubles to the 

filmmakers 
and artistes, as 

these objectives 
are open-

ended and it 
might provoke 
anybody to file 
a complaint.”
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