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‘Will unveil 
movement 
outline soon’
Says BNP leader 
Gayeshwar

UNB, Dhaka

BNP senior leader 
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy 
yesterday said the party 
will soon unveil the outline 
of a united movement 
for the “restoration” of 
democracy.

“I think that efforts are 
ongoing. We’ll present 
it before the nation 
at any time,” he said 
during a discussion titled 
“Acceptable Election 
the Only Solution to 
the Crisis”, organised 
by a faction of Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) at 
Jatiya Press Club.

The BNP leader also said 
the party’s acting chair 
Tarique Rahman will come 
up with a call for waging 
a united movement soon 
in Khaleda Zia’s absence. 
“He [Tarique] will present 
the outline of the future 
movement. We’ve almost 
completed preparations in 
this regard.”

Gayeshwar, a BNP 
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The alarming 
decline of birds 
at Hakaluki
MINTU DESHWARA

The number of migratory birds at Hakaluki Haor 
has been gradually decreasing over the last five 
years for a variety of reasons.

According to experts, the number has gone 
down due to the scarcity of sanctuaries near the 
haor area, water bodies being filled, poaching, 
shortage of food and threats to the biodiversity in 
the haor.

According to bird census data of the last 
five years, only 24,551 birds of 45 species were 
found in 2021, whereas 58,281 of 50 species were 
observed in 2017. This means over these years, the 
number of birds has decreased by half.

From 2010 to 2015, tracker rings were put 
on the haor’s migratory birds to monitor their 
movement. Although other birds were found, 
none of the tracked birds could be found this 
year.

In 1999, the government declared Hakaluki 
haor as an ecologically critical area (ECA). Until 
2018, some projects were underway to conserve 
Hakaluki’s biodiversity and its birds. No other 
project has been taken after that. 

Although previously there were more than six 
bird sanctuaries, after 2019 there are only two 
-- one in Kangli-Gobarkuri and the other near 
Kayarkona beel.

Regarding the declining number of birds, bird 

expert Enam Al Haque, founder of Bangladesh 
Bird Club, said, “During the census, a guest bird 
was spotted, floating dead in Nagua-Loribai beel 
of the haor. Usually every winter, miscreants kill 
them with poison traps. Generally, these birds 
don’t flock at Hakaluki after seeing the dead 
birds.”

Tourist Husna Begum Chowdhury, who came 
to visit Hakaluki from Dhaka’s Lalbagh, said, “I 
was disappointed after going to Hakaluki this 
year. When I came here years ago, there were 
a lot of birds. But this time, I could hardly find 
any.”

Meanwhile, a proposal has been sent from 
the environment ministry to Ramsar Secretariat 
in Switzerland -- to declare Hakaluki Haor, like 
Tanguar Haor, a Ramsar site included in the 
international agreement, said Environment 
Minister Md Shahab Uddin.

“We are yet to hear from Switzerland on the 
announcement. The matter is currently under 
process. Once the site is recognised, various 
development works will be undertaken to protect 
the biodiversity of Hakaluki Haor,” Shahab Uddin 
told this correspondent. 

The minister also mentioned that 27 ponds, 
three beels and a canal would be dug in six 
unions of Barlekha-Juri and Kulaura upazila in 
Moulvibazar, under the ministry’s initiative. 

With roads being vacant owing to the weekly holiday, vendors of different shops in the capital’s Dilkhusha area seized the opportunity and held a fun game of street 
cricket to pass their time. This photo was taken yesterday. 
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Sailing to save lives
Impact Foundation’s floating hospital supporting rural             

healthcare for two decades
NAZIFA RAIDAH

While healthcare is quite accessible for 
city residents, people living in rural areas 
are far less fortunate. This is where “Jibon 
Tari”, a floating hospital aptly named 
according to the service it provides, creates 
an impact. The hospital has been sailing 
through the major rivers of the country, 
making healthcare accessible for rural 
citizens.

Impact Foundation Bangladesh (IFB) 
launched Jibon Tari, the first floating 
hospital in the country, on April 10, 1999. 
Since then, for more than two decades, 
the three-deck floating hospital has been 
providing specialised health check-ups 
and services for eyes, ENT, orthopaedics 
and issues related to physical deformity 
to the disadvantaged population living in 
remote riverine areas.

The 40-metre-long and 10-metre-wide 
floating hospital is equipped with modern 
medical and surgical equipment. The 
facility also includes accommodation for 
32 full-time residential staff members, 
including doctors, nurses, paramedics, 
medical technologists and support staff. 
It is equipped with two marine generators 
for uninterrupted power and a water-
purifying plant for safe water.

Asked about how the floating hospital 
operates, Md Alauddin, administrator of 

Jibon Tari, said, “Before docking in any 
area, we survey the region. We inspect if 
the docking area has enough water, access 
to electricity, and whether a good number 
of patients exist who require our services.”

“We take help from the district 
administrations, union parishads, and 
civil surgeons of local health facilities to 
conduct this survey. After we are docked, 
residents of the area are informed of 
our hospital through billboards and 

announcements,” said Alauddin.
“Some residents who have already 

availed our services contact us beforehand 
and let us know of their ailments. They 
take information on where we are docked 
at present and come in for a visitation 
accordingly or ask us when we will dock in 
their area,” he added.

Most of the patients at Jibon Tari go 
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Impact Foundation’s floating hospital “Jibon Tari” has been providing healthcare 
services to the disadvantaged population living in remote riverine areas since 1999.
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