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standing passengers in 
many trains despite a ban 
in this regard, it is better to 
re-introduce the system on 
some scale. 

The meeting, however, 
did not give any concrete 
decision in this regard, a 
participant said.

BR’s Director General 
Dhirendra Nath Mazumder 
could not be reached for 

comments over phone, even 
after sending messages.

Contacted, Maliha M 
Quadir, managing director 
of Shohoz, said in absence 
of a proper handover of 
previous software, they had 
no choice but to deploy 
their own solution within 
21 business days.

“With this software, we 
gave a mobile responsive 
website, and railway has 

been using this software 
successfully since then,” 
she said.

The website is also 
being used by millions of 
people to purchase tickets 
using both phones and 
desktop, she added. “We 
had been working on an 
app in parallel and will be 
launching it before next 
Eid,” she told The Daily Star 
last night.

We see more
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collaboration stories 
during the past five 
decades, like the RMG 
collaboration.

Korea has also 
become one of the most 

popular destinations for 
Bangladeshi  expatriate 
workers. The remittance 
earned from Korea has 
increased from $80 million 
in 2016-17 to $209 million 
in 2020-21.

Using expats
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scrutinising the object, 
gold bars were found inside 
the battery chamber, he 
said. During interrogation, 
Shafiqul claimed that 
he was unaware about 
the gold and his uncle 
requested him to take it 
to Bangladesh. He was 
supposed to hand the fan 
over to his uncle’s family.

Sometimes, expatriates 
knowingly smuggled 
gold just to earn some 
easy money, claimed 
investigators.

On April 30, customs 
officials seized gold from 
three passengers’ bodies 
at HSIA. They had come to 
Bangladesh from Dubai. 
The estimated market 
value of the gold is Tk 2.54 
crore. Officials claimed that 
sometimes, passengers 
handed over gold to airport 
officials to carry the 
consignment out.

On March 24, customs 
officials detained a Qatar 
Airways employee and 
seized 56 gold bars, 
weighing a total of 6.5 kg, 
at HSIA. The detainee was 
identified as Tajul Islam, an 
airport service agent of the 
airline.

Tajul was detained in 
the boarding bridge area of 
the airport with the bars, 
wrapped with scotch tape. 

A passenger handed the 
gold bars over to Tajul, said 
customs officials.

Earlier on February 25, 
Customs detained a cleaner 
of Civil Aviation Authority 
of Bangladesh (CAAB) with 
36 gold bars weighing over 
4 kg at HSIA.

Md Suruzzaman was 
detained, as he was trying 
to take the bars out of the 
airport inside his pocket. 
An inbound passenger 
might have smuggled gold 
to the country and handed 
it to the cleaner, suspected 
officials. The Daily Star 
tried to contact the CAAB 
chairperson, but he did not 
pick up the phone.

Contacted yesterday, a 
high official of CAAB said 
the organisation cannot 
be held responsible for the 
misdeeds of its staff. 

“In case of involvement 
of any CAAB staffer in such 
wrongdoings, we urge law 
enforcers to take action,” 
said the official, requesting 
anonymity. Customs 
House DC Riazul said they 
have increased vigilance 
regarding gold smuggling 
and are taking action.

“Steps have also been 
taken to increase our 
workforce in the airport 
to watch the smuggling 
activities more effectively,” 
he added.

Allocate 8pc
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revolutionary change in 
health care. “We can easily 
engage medical students 
for this,” he said, in addition 
to focusing on ensuring 
medicine at a cheaper cost.

Lawmaker Dr Pran 
Gopal Dutta stressed on 
strengthening capacity 
of drug administration to 
ensure medicine quality.

Lawmaker and former 
health minister Dr AFM 
Ruhul Haque stressed 
on introducing patient 
referral system urgently 
to make the best use of 
existing health workforce.

Lawmaker Dr Habib-

E-Millat said, “We need 
five lakh physicians. But 
we have only one lakh. It 
is not possible to ensure 
proper health care with 
this manpower.”

Health experts Dr 
Julfikar Ali and Dr 
Mushtuq Hussain stressed 
on the expansion of 
health insurance coverage 
countrywide.

Dr Syed Abdul Hamid, 
professor of health 
economics at Dhaka 
University, said, “There 
are lackings in proper 
and effective health 
procurement, which should 
be addressed properly.”  
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Market police stations, 
along with three other old 
cases. 

Officials said they are 
now looking for his close 
associate Jahangir, who 
used to get him clients. 

They also mentioned 
that Mahbub used to 
change his office locations 
whenever any victim filed  
complaints against him in 
this regard. 

In 2015, two trafficking 
cases were filed against 
him with Mohammadpur 
and Dhanmondi police 
stations after he embezzled 
money by promising some 
individuals of sending 
them to Canada under his 
old agency name “Planet 
Oversee”, according to the 
law enforcers.

In the last seven years, 
Mahbub took different 
offices in Lalmatia, Karwan 
Bazar, Elephant Road 
and Bashundhara in the 
capital, where he set up his 
last office. 

The solo panoramic photography exhibition of Bashir Ahmed Sujan will begin 
today at Alliance Française de Dhaka, Dhanmondi, along with a book launch. 
“Stand Up Dhaka” is the country’s first-ever vertical panoramic exhibition, which 
showcases the living chaos of the city life. The event will run from May 16-21.
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