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Using expats to
smuggle gold

40kg gold seized at Dhaka
airport in a month

EDIBLE OIL CRISIS

Seizures show
how hoarding
is at play

STAR REPORT

The seizure of hundreds of thousands of litres of hoarded edible oil
in the last one week has proved the claim that unscrupulous traders
created the crisis to be able to sell cooking oil at higher prices.

As different government agencies raid shops and warehouses,
seizing large stockpiles of soybean oil, it becomes clear why soybean
oil disappeared from most of the grocery stores across the country in
the last week of April. The shortage still persists.

Yesterday, officials seized around 3.5 lakh litres of edible oil in
eight districts and fined the hoarders Tk 4.35 lakh. Two thirds of the
recoveries were made in three warehouses in Khulna.

In the preceding three days, the Directorate of National Consumer
Rights Protection (DNCRP) seized over 2.84 lakh litres of edible oil
from warehouses across the country. The seized oil was later sold to
the customers at the prices mentioned on the bottles.

The recoveries came over a month after the DNCRP warned that
mill owners, dealers and wholesalers were out to manipulate the
supply of edible oil, using the pretext of price hike in the international
market, Ramadan and Russia-

Ukraine war. “Strict measures

Ghulam Rahman, president should be taken so

of Consumers Association of d it
Bangladesh, said the recoveries no one¢ dares commi

prove that the oil crisis has been an such crimes in the
artificial one, created “in the hope of future.”
making more profit after Eid”.

Strict measures should be taken so no one dares commit such
crimes in the future, he added.

After visiting six oil refineries, the supervisory team of DNCRP
in a report to the commerce ministry in late March said the refiners
reduced the supply of edible o0il to make more profit.

The team recommended legal measures against those involved. But
there was hardly any visible action from the government.

The commerce ministry on May 5 approved a price hike of soybean
oil in line with the proposals made by importers, refiners and
wholesalers. The decision was aimed at ensuring smooth supply of
edible oil in the market.

Edible oil supplies suffered hiccups amid the Russia-Ukraine war.
To make matters worse, Indonesia, the biggest supplier of palm oil,
imposed a ban on its export on April 28.

Cooking oil eventually disappeared from most of the retail shops
across the country in the run-up to Fid, when demand usually goes
up.

YESTERDAY’S SEIZURE

In Khulna, a mobile court led by Executive Magistrate Devashish
Basak yesterday seized around 2.22 lakh litres of edible oil from
warchouses of three traders in the Boro Bazar area.

Saha Traders was caught with around 95,000 litres, Ranjit Biswas
and Sons 69,000 litres, and Sonali Enterprise 58,580 litres. Owners of
the warehouses were fined a total of Tk 1,60,000, Basak said.

DNCRP seized at least 69,120 litres of edible oil in Sirajganj,
Jhenidah, Nilphamari, and Chapainawabganj. The hoarders were
fined a total of Tk 1.65 lakh.

DNRCP and mobile courts also recovered hoarded edible oil in
Khagrachhari and Cumilla yesterday ranging from 3,000 litres to
8,000 litres and slapped fines.

A mobile court in Bogura fined Fakir Oil Mill Tk 50,000 after
finding 31,800 litres of soybean oil in its stock.

On Wednesday, DNCRP in Natore fined Baraigram Municipality
Mayor Mazedul Bari Nayon Tk 1 lakh after finding 3,000 litres of
Soybean at a warehouse owned by him.

PVT AGENCIES
Hajj fees
hiked by Tk
1.09 lakh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
An aspiring Bangladeshi
pilgrim will now have to
spend a minimum of Tk
4,63,744 to perform hajj
under private agencies -~
around Tk 1,09,150 higher
than that in 2020.

Hajj Agencies
Association of Bangladesh
(HAAB), a platform of
around 1,500 hajj agencies,
announced the “general
hajj package” yesterday at
a press conference in a city
hotel.

Announcing the
package, HAAB President

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

“HOLIDAY”

a new fortnightly
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Al-Jazeera Messi top-
journo’s killing earning athlete
Palestinians reject joint The PSG forward earned
probe with Israel $130m in 12 months
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Remittance

in 2021

Bangladesh 7th highest
recipient: WB

Two farmers putting harvested paddy on a dinghy in a flooded farm in Govindasi area of Bhuapur, Tangail. Rains over the last few days have flooded many

farms in low-lying areas of the district, partially damaging the crops and disrupting harvesting work.

DESTINY-2000 SCAM

Form a committee to
reimburse investors

Court orders govt, sentences 46 including Destiny

boss Rafiqul Amin, ex-army chief Harun-Ar-Rashid
CHAITANYA Mohammad Rafiqul

CHANDRA HALDER Amin was sentenced
and EMRUL HASAN to 12 years and fined
BAPPI Tk 200 crore, in

default of which he
would have to serve
three more years.
Company
director Lt Gen
(retd) M Harun-Ar-

While sentencing
46 officials of
Destiny-2000

to jail for money
laundering, a Dhaka

court yesterday Rashid, also former
ordered the Rafiqul Amin Harun-Ar-Rashid army chief, was
government to form a committee to liquidate ~ sentenced to four years and fined Tk 3.5 crore,
assets of a co-op of the company and return in default of which he would have to serve six
the money to its investors and shareholders. months more.

The court also said the attached properties The ex-army chief was seen weeping in the
and frozen assets of 44 of the convicts would courtroom yesterday. This is the first instance
be forfeited in favour of the state and the in Bangladesh of an army chief being convicted
committee would ensure that this money is in a money laundering case, said Special Public
given back to the investors and shareholders. ~ Prosecutor Mir Ahmed Ali Salam.

Destiny-2000 managing director SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

on Saturday.

Grab your copy! Sitting on a pole, a precariously positioned man repairs power lines in Chattogram city’s Uttar Kattali area yesterday. He has a waist
harness but it seems it is not tethered to anything. He also does not have any helmet. PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN
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Crisis-hit Sri
Lanka gets
new PM

Cabinet likely to be
appointed today; court bans
ex-PM, allies from leaving
the country

Srl Lanka’s president swore in a new prime minister
yesterday to replace his brother, who was banned from
leaving the country after his supporters launched violent
attacks on a protest against the nation’s dire economic
crisis.

The new premier, Ranil Wickremesinghe, has already
served in the office five times -- but it remains unclear if
he will be able to get any legislation through parliament.

The 73-year-old will be tasked with navigating Sri
Lanka through its worst downturn in its history as an
independent nation, with months of shortages and
blackouts inflaming public anger.

“A cabinet is likely to be appointed tomorrow,”
Sudewa Hettiarachchi, a spokesman for President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, told AFP.

“We want to return the nation to a position where
our people will once again have three meals a day,”
Wickremesinghe said after his appointment.

“Our youth must have a future.”

In a televised address to the nation on Wednesday
night, Rajapaksa stopped short of yielding to weeks of
countrywide protests calling for him to resign.

But in a bid to win over opposition lawmakers
demanding he quit, Rajapaksa, 72, pledged to give up
most of his executive powers and set up a new cabinet
this week.

Mahinda Rajapaksa, the president’s brother, resigned
as prime minister on Monday after his supporters
attacked anti-government demonstrators who had been
protesting peacefully for weeks.

This marked a turning point and unleashed several
days of chaos and violence in which at least nine
people were killed and over 200 injured, with dozens of
Rajapaksa loyalist homes set on fire.

Mahinda has since fled the capital Colombo and taken
refuge at the Trincomalee naval base on the country’s
east coast.

Yesterday, a court banned him, his politician son
Namal, and more than a dozen allies from leaving the
country after ordering an investigation into the violence.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3
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Impose global
arms embargo
on Myanmar
military

Rights group urges
UN Security Council

to pass resolution

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Human rights group Fortify
Rights has called for the

UN Security Council to
urgently convene an open
session and pass a binding
resolution, imposing a
global arms embargo on the
Myanmar military.

The Security Council
should also refer the
situation in Myanmar to
the International Criminal
Court, and impose targeted
sanctions, it said.

The call came a day
before US President Joe
Biden hosts Southeast
Asian leaders at the White
House Thursday and weeks
after the US determined the
Myanmar military violence
against the Rohingyas as
genocide.

“The Security Council has
aresponsibility to act. The
flow of arms and money to
the junta must be stopped,
and the Security Council is
the key international body
with a mandate to make
that happen,” said Fortify
Rights CEO Matthew Smith
yesterday.

In April 2021, ASEAN
leaders reached a “Five-
Point Consensus” with the
Myanmar military, aimed
at putting the nation back
on a path to peace following
the February 2021 military
coup d’état led by Myanmar
Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

The Myanmar junta has
flouted the agreement while
committing mass atrocity
crimes, Fortify Right said.

The UK is the UN
Security Council’s
“penholder” on Myanmar
and should table a Chapter
VII resolution mandating
an arms embargo and
referral to the ICC, and
President Biden should use
the occasion of the Special
Summit to obtain ASEAN’s
support for such a move,
Fortify Rights said.

Since launching a coup
d'état on February 1, 2021,
the Myanmar army and
police have reportedly killed
more than 1,800 people and
detained more than 13,640,
said the rights group.

BNP leaders and activists at a rally in front of the Jatiya Press Club demonstrate against the recent attacks on homes of BNP
activists in different districts and the rising prices of soybean oil and other essentials.

PHOTO: STAR

No overseas trip for
govt ollicials

Finance ministry issues circular citing
current global crisis

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
The government has ordered to stop
overseas trips of government officials
in the wake of the post-Covid economic
recovery and the current global crisis.

The finance ministry in a circular
yesterday said all exposure visits/study
tours/travels for APA, innovations,
workshops or seminars will remain

suspended until further notice.

The order will be applicable for the
revenue and development budget and will
be effective immediately, said the circular

signed by Mohammad Shawkat Ullah,
deputy secretary of the ministry.
The government made the decision

when it saw that too many oflicials of
different ministries and departments were
keen on making trips abroad. Economists
and watchdogs say that many of these
overseas tours are fruitless, unnecessary
and a waste of public money.

Government officials and, in some
cases, cabinet members of different
ministries and projects make foreign trips

on taxpayers’ money every year to take
part in trainings, meetings, and seminars.
At least 100 agriculture ministry
officials will participate, in phases, in a
six-month international horticulture
exhibition in the Netherlands, even though

The finance ministry in a

circular yesterday said all
exposure visits/study tours/
travels for APA, innovations,
workshops or seminars will

remain suspended until
further notice.

the government had asked to abandon
all routine tours, except those involving
emergencies.
The fair, which kicked off on April 13,
will continue until October 9 in the Dutch
city of Almere.
A 44-member delegation, including
the daughter and son-in-law of Begum
Monnujan Sufian, state minister for labour

and employment, and the spouse of
BEPZA executive chairman, are set (o visit

Switzerland for the 110th session of the

International Labour Conference.

It will take place between May 27 and

June 11.

A government order, however, said that

December 5.

all expenses of the delegates, other than
government officials and ministers, will be
borne by themselves.

Railways Minister Nurul Islam Sujan led
an eight-member delegation, including
his and the ministry secretary’s spouses,
on (o a trip to the UK, Germany, Spain
and France between November 23 and

The spouses bore their own expenses,

officials said.

The government in July last year

withheld 50 percent of this fiscal year’s

allocation for foreign trips and asked
officials to cancel the routine tours, as part

of safety measures during the pandemic.

From March 2020 to July 2021, Tk
2,500 crore allocated for the foreign tours
of government officials was saved.

162 return home from
strife-torn Libya

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of 162 Bangladeshis returned home
from war-torn Libya yesterday under a voluntary
repatriation programme coordinated by the
Bangladesh government and International
Organisation for Migration.

A chartered flight carrying them touched
down at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport in
the morning, said an IOM official in Dhaka.

Among the returnees could be trafficking
victims and migrants who failed to cross the
Mediterranean into Europe illegally. Seven of
them were physically ill, the official told The Daily
Star on condition of anonymity.

On March 3, another group of 114 Bangladeshis
returned home from Libya, known as a transit
country to Europe for illegal migration.

18 Rohingyas detained

Police Station.

Police detained 18 Rohingyas, including 10
children, in Moulvibazar town yesterday after they
had entered the country from India illegally.

The Rohingyas were detained from the Dhaka
bus stand area around 11:00am, said Yeasinul
Haque, officer-in-charge of Moulvibazar Sadar

Their identities could not be confirmed till
filing of this report last night.

Quoting Rohingyas, the OC said they entered
Bangladesh through Kulaura border and were
heading towards a Cox’s Bazar Rohingya camp.

Charges pressed against
deep tube-well operator
over two farmers’ death

officer of the cases.

Hossain, operator of a deep tube-well of the
Barind Multipurpose Development Authority,
in two cases for provoking two Rajshahi Santal
farmers to die by suicide.

The charge sheets were submitted to a local
court last month, said Sub-Inspector Mahfuzur
Rahman of Godagari Police Station, investigating

On March 23, Santal farmers Abhinath Mardi
and Robi Mardi of Nimghutu village in Godagari
upazila drank pesticides, as Sakhawat refused to
supply water to their paddy fields.

Abhinath died at his house the following
night while Robi breathed his last at the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital on March 25.

Ex-UPDF man shot dead

aulopsy.

A former activist of the United People’s
Democratic Front (UPDF) was shot dead by
unidentified criminals at his home in Shilchhori
area of Rangamati’s Barkal upazila early yesterday.

The deceased was Lakshmi Chandra Chakma,
45. He quit the UPDF a few years ago, said Joshim
Uddin, OC of Barkal Police Station.

Locals said a group of four-five unidentified
armed criminals entered [.akshmi Chandra’s home
around 2:00am yesterday and shot him dead.

Police recovered the body and sent it to
Rangamati General Hospital morgue for an

Hajj fees hiked by
Tk 1.09 lakh

FROM PAGE 1

M  Shahadat Hossain
Taslim said the agencies
will be able to announce
their own separate “special
hajj packages”, but the
amount of those will not
be below the minimum
rate of a package.

The religious affairs
ministry yesterday
proposed Tk 4,56,530 as
the minimum rate under
private hajj management.

However, the minimum
rate declared by the HAAB
is around Tk 7,000 higher.

Besides, Taslim said
every pilgrim would have
to pay an additional Tk

19,683 for a “Qurbani
(sacrificing animals)
coupon” from the Islamic
Development Bank in
Saudi Arabia.

According to the
bilateral agreement
between Bangladesh

and Saudi Arabia, 57,585
Bangladeshis will be able
to perform this year’s hajj,
likely to be held on July 8
depending on sighting of
the moon.

Of the pilgrims, 4,000
will perform hajj under
government management
and the rest under private
agencies, he also said.

Hajj is a ritual for able-
bodied Muslims, to be
performed at least once in
their lifetime.

In 2019, around 1.27
lakh Bangladeshis were
allowed to perform hajj.

However, due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, the
largest annual Muslim

congregation was held on

a limited scale the past two

years.
The HAAB president
said accommodation

will be provided for the
hajis under the general
hajj package. It would be
around 1.5km from outer
courtyard of the Holy
Haram Sharif.

He added they have
announced the general
package after calculating
the airfare, house rent
in Saudi Arabia, service
charges, Muallem fees,
Zamzam water, food costs
and other expenses.

Asked, the HAAB chief
said the reason for the hike
was due to the exchange
rate of the Saudi Riyal, 15
percent VAT on all services,
service charges, and taxes

imposed by the Saudi
authorities.
Meanwhile, the

government on Wednesday
announced the minimum
rate of hajj package
at Tk 4,62,150 under
government management,
which is around Tk 1 lakh
higher than in 2020.

Another package
(package-1), also under the
government management,
had its minimum rate
fixed at Tk 5,27,340 - Tk
1,02,340 higher than that
in 2020.

According to the Saudi
Ministry  of Hajj and
Umrah, pilgrims must be
under the age of 65 and
must be fully vaccinated
against  Covid-19.  The
negative certificate of PCR
test will be required within
72 hours of departure.

JSD man hacked to
death in Kushtia

Criminals hacked to death a Jubo Jote leader, the youth
wing of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, in Kushtia’s Daulatpur

upazila on Wednesday night.

Two Jubo Jote activists were also injured.
The deceased was Mahbub Khan Salam, 37, general
secretary of Daulatpur unit Jubo Jote. The injured are

Mamun Joarder and Harun.

Quoting one of the injured, Jabid Hasan, officer-in-
charge of Daulatpur Police Station, said some 15 to 20
criminals attacked the three with sharp weapons near
Salam’s house in Allardorga Bazar around 11:00pm.

Injured Mamun said Salam was sitting near his house
with him and Harun. Suddenly, the criminals swooped on
them and started hacking them indiscriminately, he added.

Mamun alleged that a group of activists of local Jubo
League, youth front of ruling Awami League, launched

the attack.

He also alleged that Tokon Choudhury, president of
Daulatpur upazila Jubo League, led the group.

This correspondent could not contact Tokon, also the
younger brother of former AL lawmaker from Kushtia-1
Rezaul Haque Chowdhury, for comments.

Locals rushed the injured to Daulatpur Upazila Health
Complex. They were later shifted to Kushtia General
Hospital for better treatment, where Salam died at
1:20pm, said OC Jabid, adding that police visited the spot

and collected evidence.

He said there was ongoing tension between the
activists of Jatiya Jubo Jote and Jubo League over a
murder. It is being investigated whether the Killing of
Salam was political, the OC added.

Rokonuzzaman, central president of Jatiya Jubo
Jote, and its General Secretary Shafiqul Kabir Swapan
demanded immediate arrest of the killers.

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka gets new PM

FROM PAGE 1
Security forces patrolling
in armoured personnel
carriers with orders to shoot
looters on sight have largely
restored order.

A curfew was lifted
yesterday morning - only
to be reimposed after a six-
hour break allowing Sri
Lanka’s 22 million people to
stock up on essentials.

Sri Lankans have suffered
months of severe shortages

of food, fuel and medicines
- as well as long power cuts
— after the country burnt
through foreign currency
reserves needed to pay for
vital imports.

The central bank chief
warned Wednesday that the
economy would “collapse
beyond redemption” unless

a new government was
urgently appointed.
Wickremesinghe, 73,

is seen as a pro-West free-

Form a committee to reimburse investors

FROM PAGE 1
Harun, however, will enjoy
first-class division in jail.

Destiny-2000 chairman
Mohammad Hossain was
sentenced to 10 vyears
and fined Tk 1.5 crore, in
default of which he will
serve a year more.

Destiny Agro Industries
Ltd director Lt Col
(retd) Didarul Alam was
sentenced to eight years
and fined Tk 1.5 crore, in
default of which he would
serve one year more.

However, the court
ordered the release of
Didarul as he had served
more than nine years in
jail.

The court did not order
forfeiture of Didarul’s or
Harun’s assets.

Destiny-2000 director
Farha Diba, wife of Rafiqul
Amin, was sentenced to
eight years and fined Tk 40
crore, in default of which
she would serve two more
years.

After the verdict, Rafiqul
Amin, Harun-Ar-Rashid,
Mohammad Hossain, Ziaul
Haque Mollah, Saidul
Islam Khan, and Jesmin
Akter were sent (o jail with

market reformist, potentially
making bailout negotiations
with  the International
Monetary Fund and others
smoother.

He had already been
working  closely  with
Rajapaksa before his
appointment, to shake up
the finance ministry and the
central bank with sweeping
policy changes, an official
close to their discussions
told AFP.

conviction warrants.

The remaining 39,
including Farha Diba, were
convicted in absentia.

Harun’s lawyer
M  Mainul Islam was
dissatisfied  with the

judgment and said they
would appeal to a higher
court.

The irregularities of
Destiny-2000, believed to
be the worst multi-level
marketing scam in the
country, came under the
spotlightin early 2012 after
the central bank found
that it had been involved
in illegal transactions.

Several newspapers,
including The Daily Star,
ran reports on massive
irregularities in Destiny-
2000’s cooperative, tree
plantation, and multilevel
marketing wings.

On July 31, 2012,
the Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the case
against 22 Destiny officials.
On March 30, 2014, it
pressed charges against
46 in connection with
laundering Tk 1,861.45
crore of investors’ money.
THE COURT’S
OBSERVATIONS

With many from
Rajapaksa’s party having
defected in recent months,
no group in the 225-member
assembly has an absolute
majority, making
parliamentary approval
of the unity government’s
legislation potentially tricky.

It also remains to be
seen whether a new cabinet
will be enough to calm
public anger if Rajapaksa
continues to resist calls for

In the verdict, Judge
Shaikh  Nazmul Alam
of the Special Judge’s

Court-4 observed that the
assets of Destiny Mullti-
Purpose Co-operative
Society Limited (DMCSL),
the Destiny-2000 co-op,
belong to its shareholders
and investors.

The properties and
money forfeited in favour
of the state shall be

deemed as compensations
for DMCSL shareholders
and investors, he said.

All sorts of fine and
forfeiture of properties
or money in connection
with this case should
be disbursed by a
“committee” constituted
by the government, he
observed.

The judge ordered the
government to form a
six-member  committee,
led by a retired judge
of the Supreme Court,
which  would disburse
the money amongst the
affected shareholders and
investors.

The committee would
have the authority to sell
the forfeited movable and
immovable properties

his resignation.

“What he has done is
despicable, he has brought
all of us to this state of
hunger and poverty,” Abu
Nawaz, a small business
owner in Colombo, told AFP.

“What is the point
of keeping him as the
president?” he added. “Will
this end our miseries?”

The central bank almost
doubled key interest rates
and announced a default

and the money would
be deposited to a bank
account of the committee,
he said.

According  to the
verdict, the registrar
of the Department of
Co-operatives, under
the Ministry of Local
Government, Rural
Development and  Co-

operatives, would take all
necessary steps for the
liquidation and winding
up DMCSL..

The liquidation and
winding up should take
place under the guideline
of the committee, it said.

The committee
shall accumulate  all
funds begotten and

make payments to the
shareholders and investors
in a fair and equitable
manner applying prudence
and sagacious decisions,
the judge added.

The police
commissioner of Dhaka,
who had received some of
the immovable or movable
properties, vehicles, and
income generated from
those, was directed to
hand those over to the
committee.

on Sri Lanka’s $51-billion
external debt as part of the
policy shift, oflicials said.
The main opposition SJB
party was initially invited to
lead a new government, but
its leader Sajith Premadasa
insisted the president first

step down.

In  recent days the
party has split, with a
dozen SJB  lawmakers
pledging  support  to
Wickremesinghe.
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Rain coupled with construction work has made a part of the road in front of Government Science College in Tejgaon virtually unusable. If anyone even dares to use the
path, they have to brave through inches of mud just to reach their destination.

‘Introduce new
app belore Eid’

Railway directs vendor handling online-ticketing

‘We see more
opportunity,

less challenge’

South Korean
envoy on bilateral
collaboration

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

The current global
geopolitical situation

is creating more
opportunities rather than
challenges for South Korea
and Bangladesh for closer
collaboration due to their
deep relationship, said
Ambassador Lee Jang-
keun yesterday.

“The companies have
realised the risks from
geopolitical confrontations
and the necessity
of diversilying their
investment and partners.
Bangladesh is becoming
an increasingly attractive
partner for Korean
companies,” he said while
addressing a seminar on
50 years of Bangladesh-
South Korea relations
at the Foreign Service
Academy.

The foreign affairs
ministry, South Korean
Embassy in Dhaka and
the Dhaka University’s
Fast Asia Study Centre
organised the event.

Foreign Minister
AK Abdul Momen was
present as chief guest,
while Lee Jang-keun and
Bangladesh Ambassador
to Korea Delwar Hossain
were special guests. Dhaka
University International
Relations Prof Dr Delwar
Hossain chaired the event.

Lee Jang-keun said
Bangladesh and Korea
produced many successful

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

Using expats to
smuggle gold

At least 40kg gold seized, 7 held at Dhaka airport in one month

MOHAMMAD JAMIL KHAN

The new vendor took charge of BR's
ticketing service in March, but the app
that was previously used remained
non-functional, as it was operated by
the previous vendor.

TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

Railway authorities have directed its vendor
that handles online-ticketing services to deploy
a new app before Eid-ul-Azha to improve the
service.

They also asked the Shohoz-led joint venture
firm to further improve their system to provide
smooth services during huge rush, especially
ahead of Eid. Officials of Bangladesh Railway
(BR) were also asked to start preparing for the
next Fid, to be celebrated in early July.

All these directives were given at a
meeting held yesterday o evaluate
BR and its vendor’s performance
centring Eid. Railways Minister
Nurul Islam Sujan presided over
the lengthy meeting held at Rail
Bhaban. It was participated by top
officials of the ministry, BR and
the vendor firm.

The Daily Star came to know
about the development after talking
to at least three meeting participants.

The journey home and return via train
went quite smoothly this Fid. However, like
previous years, hundreds of people thronged
Kamalapur and other stations to buy train
tickets in advance ahead of Fid. Many spent
sleepless nights to buy tickets, while others
complained about the online service.

The new vendor took charge of BR’s
ticketing service in March, but the app that was
previously used remained non-functional, as it
was operated by the previous vendor.

Currently, 50 percent of the total tickets are

of the last month, investigators

£ Improving ticketing system

E4 Preparing for next Eid

MEETING
DIRECTIVES

£ Introducing more counters at
Kamalapur

being sold through a website, while rest from
counters, where the vendor has a role to play.

In this situation, the minister asked Shohoz
to deploy the app as soon as possible.

Officials of the vendor said they are
developing the app and taking time to avoid
any problem once it comes into action.

In reply, the minister asked them to place
the app before authorities within the middle of
next month to check different aspects.

The incident of an employee of the vendor
being arrested ahead of Eid for selling train

tickets in black market was also raised
at the meeting.
When it was mentioned that
the arrestee also worked for
previous vendor, the current
vendor was asked why it is
hiring employees of previous
vendor. The previous one did
not hand over documents and
data properly, and that’s why it
was forced to hire them, said an
official of the new vendor.

Some other problems regarding online-
ticketing services were also discussed at the
meeting, and authorities asked the new vendor
to update its service further.

The issue of huge crowds at Kamalapur
station was also discussed, and it was decided
that more spots and counters are to be
introduced ahead of Eid. Some officials said as
they have to take standing passengers in many
trains despite a ban, it is better to re-introduce
the system on some scale.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

In the name of sending gifts to dear
ones, several syndicates have been
using expatriates to smuggle gold
into Bangladesh.

The criminals pack gold bars
inside electronics like charger fans,
cameras or phones, and then ask
the expatriates to carry them to
Bangladesh, telling them that the
packages are for relatives.

These consignments are coming
to the country mostly from Saudi
Arabia, Dubai and Qatar.

Expatriates mostly take the
packages out of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport (HSIA) by
themselves, but in a couple of cases,
airport and airline staffers were
found to be involved.

Analysing data on gold smuggling

Criminals pack gold inside electronics,
ask expatriates to carry them

Consignments coming mostly from
Saudi Arabia, Dubai, Qatar

In some cases, airport, airline
staffers involved

Sometimes, expatriates knowingly
smuggle gold to earn easy money

claimed to have come up with the
findings.

In the last month, around seven
people were arrested and at least 40
kg of gold were seized from HSIA,
according to officials of airport
customs.

On Wednesday night, officials of
Dhaka Custom House arrested an
expatriate -- Md Shafiqul Islam -~
with 20 gold bars weighing over 2.5
kg and worth around Tk 2 crore.

Shafiqul had come to Bangladesh
from Saudi Arabia.

Md Riazul Islam, deputy
commissioner of Dhaka Customs
House, confirmed the development
to The Daily Star yesterday.

He said Shafiqul had brought
a charger fan with him, and after

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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‘Ensure timely
interview’

Students urge govt
regarding US visa
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Over 300 students who
obtained scholarships and
got admitted to different
universities in the US
urged the government to
take necessary steps Lo
ensure their visa interview
slots on time.

A six-member student
delegation yesterday
submitted a memorandum
to the foreign minister at
his office.

A member of the
delegation told this
correspondent that they
met Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen at noon.
The minister assured them
that he would write to
the authorities concerned
soon.

Another delegate said a
large number of applicants
got interview slots in late
2022 and early 2023 while
they have to join their
programmes by this July.

“We are not able to
reschedule the slots due to
a recent policy change by
the US embassy,” he said.

The delay has pushed
around 2,000 students
of the Fall-2022 session
into uncertainty regarding
joining their programmes
on time.

The memorandum
read that a significant
portion of the students
have received financial aid
from the universities in the
form of merit scholarships,
research, and teaching
assistantships and they are
fearful that they will have
to forfeit such hard-earned
awards.

NATIONAL BUDGET
Allocate 8pc for
health sector

Say speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 8 percent of the national budget in 2022-
23 fiscal should be allocated for the health sector,
putting primary healthcare in the heart, speakers
at a pre-budget webinar recommended yesterday.

Bangladesh Health Watch, Brac James P Grant
School of Public Health of Brac University, and
Unnayan Somonnoy organised the dialogue.

Dr Atiur Rahman, former governor of
Bangladesh Bank and president of Unnayan
Somonnoy, presented the keynote at the event.

“Majority of healthcare seekers go to
healthcare centres for primary health care. So,
allocation for this segment should be as much as
30 percent of the total health budget,” he said.

Currently, around 25 percent of health budget
is spent for primary health care, while 39 percent
for secondary health care and 36 percent for
tertiary health care.

He said the budget size of 2022-23 fiscal is
forecasted to be Tk 6,78,000 crore, which is 15.4
percent of the GDP, while it is 17.5 percent of the
GDP in current fiscal.

He opined that if the government allocation
for medicine is increased by three-fold, the health
expenditures borne by patients can be decreased
to 58 percent from 68.5 percent currently.

Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury, founder of
Gonosasthaya Kendra, said investing Tk 10 crore
in each union health sub-centre can bring a

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Provide them
with language
skills training

Say speakers on female

migrant workers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Female migrant workers should be provided with
sufficient skills training, including learning the
host country’s language for their empowerment
and safety in receiving countries, said speakers at
a workshop yesterday.

They said strong network among civil society
groups in Bangladesh and the receiving end can
also play a vital role in ensuring their safety.

International Food Policy Research Institute
organised the workshop on “Strengthening
Institutions for Empowering Female Migrants in
Bangladesh” at a city hotel.

Nomita Halder, managing director of PKSF,
said to provide language training to aspirant
migrants, returnee migrants who have good
knowledge on host countries’ language could be
employed as trainers.

Nomita, a former secretary of the expatriates’
ministry, said such issues should be addressed in
government policy intervention.

Disseminating findings of a study report,
Nazmun N Ratna of Lincoln University, New
Zealand, said female migrant workers are
vulnerable to job loss, reduced pay and health
issues. Besides, abuse of female migrant workers
may be under-reported, she said.

They should also be provided with
accurate information regarding their jobs and
environment in host countries, said Prof Sadeka
Halim, a sociologist and teacher at Dhaka
University’s sociology department.

Sumaiya Islam, executive director of Nari
Sramik Kendra, said female migrant workers
in Saudi Arabia could be provided with hostel
facility for safety. She stressed for recognising
middlemen in migration channel to hold them
accountable for fraudulence.
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Police bar a procession of Communist Party of Bangladesh at the capital’s Gulistan from going towards the
commerce ministry yesterday. CPB held the programme demanding that the commerce minister be removed
over price hike of edible oil, and the number of TCB shops and vehicles be increased to ease public sufferings.



2nd Edition

DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 13, 2022
BAISHAKH 30, 1429 BS

The Baily Star

NEWS
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The solo panoramic photography exhibition of Bashir Ahmed Sujan will begin
today at Alliance Francaise de Dhaka, Dhanmondi. “Stand Up Dhaka” is the
country’s first-ever vertical panoramic exhibition, which showcases the living
chaos of the city life, said organisers. The event will run till May 21.

Fake agency

FROM PAGE 5

Market police stations,
along with three other old
cases. Officials said they are
now looking for his close
associate Jahangir, who
used to get him clients.

They mentioned that

Mahbub used to change his
office locations whenever
any victim filed complaints
against him.

In 2015, two traflicking
cases were filed against
him after he embezzled
money by promising some

individuals of sending
them to Canada under his
old agency name “Planet
Oversee”.Inlast seven years,
Mahbub took different
offices in Lalmatia, Karwan
Bazar, Elephant Road and
Bashundhara, said police.

DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAM (DLP)
Diabetic Association of Bangladesh (BADAS)

ADMISSION NOTICE

Using expats

FROM PAGE 3
scrutinising the object,
gold bars were found inside
the battery chamber, he
said. During interrogation,
Shafiqul  claimed that
he was unaware about
the gold and his uncle
requested him to take it
to Bangladesh. He was
supposed to hand the fan
over to his uncle’s family.
Sometimes, expatriates

knowingly smuggled
gold just to earn some
easy money, claimed
investigators.

On April 30, customs
officials seized gold from
three passengers’ bodies
at HSIA. They had come to
Bangladesh from Dubai.
The estimated market
value of the gold is Tk 2.54
crore. Officials claimed that
sometimes, passengers
handed over gold to airport
officials to carry the
consignment out.

On March 24, customs
officials detained a Qatar
Airways  employee and
seized 56 gold bars,
weighing a total of 6.5 kg,
at HSIA. The detainee was
identified as Tajul Islam, an
airport service agent of the
airline.

Tajul was detained in

the boarding bridge area of

the airport with the bars,
wrapped with scotch tape.

A passenger handed the
gold bars over to Tajul, said
customs officials.

Farlier on February 25,
Customs detained a cleaner
of Civil Aviation Authority
of Bangladesh (CAAB) with
36 gold bars weighing over
4 kg at HSIA.

Md Suruzzaman was
detained, as he was trying
to take the bars out of the
airport inside his pocket.
An inbound passenger
might have smuggled gold
to the country and handed
it to the cleaner, suspected
officials. The Daily Star
tried to contact the CAAB
chairperson, but he did not
pick up the phone.

Contacted vesterday, a
high official of CAAB said
the organisation cannot
be held responsible for the
misdeeds of its staff.

“In case of involvement
of any CAAB staffer in such
wrongdoings, we urge law
enforcers to take action,”
said the official, requesting
anonymity. Customs
House DC Riazul said they
have increased vigilance
regarding gold smuggling
and are taking action.

“Steps have also been
taken to increase our
workforce in the airport
to watch the smuggling
activities more effectively,”
he added.

Introduce new app

FROM PAGE 3

The meeting didn’t give any
concrete decision about the
percentage of such tickets,
a participant said.

BR Director General
Dhirendra Nath Mazumder
could not be reached for
comments over phone, even
after sending messages.

Contacted, Maliha M

Quadir, managing director
of Shohoz, said in absence

of a proper handover of

previous software, they had
no choice but to deploy
their own solution within
21 business days.

“With this software, we
gave a mobile responsive
website, and railway has
been using this software

Allocate 8pc

FROM PAGE 3
revolutionary change in
health care. “We can easily
engage medical students
for this,” he said, in addition
to focusing on ensuring
medicine at a cheaper cost.
Lawmaker Dr Pran
Gopal Dutta stressed on
strengthening capacity of
drug administration.
Lawmaker and former
health minister Dr AFM
Ruhul Haque stressed
on introducing patient
referral system.

Lawmaker Dr Habib E
Millat said, “We need five
lakh physicians. But we
have only one lakh. It is not
possible to ensure proper
health care with this
manpower.” Health experts
Dr Julfikar Ali and Dr
Mushtuq Hussain stressed
on the expansion of health
insurance coverage.

Dr Syed Abdul Hamid,
professor of health
economics at DU, said,
“There are lackings in
proper and effective health

successfully since then.”

The website is also
being used by millions
to purchase tickets
using both phones and
desktop, she added. “We
had been working on an
app in parallel and will be
launching it before next
Eid,” she told The Daily Star
last night.

procurement, which should
be addressed properly.”

We see more

FROM PAGE 3
collaboration stories
during the past five

decades, like RMG. Korea
has become one of the
most popular destinations
for expatriate workers. The
remittance earned from
there has increased from
$80 million in 2016-17 to
$209 million in 2020-21.

COMMERCIAL
SPACE
for Sale @
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I CERTIFICATE COURSE ON DIABETOLOGY (CCD) (35th Batch)

Applications are invited from doctors (MBBS or equivalent, with permanent
BMDC registration) for admission into Online Certificate Course on Diabetology
(CCD) for the session July to December - 2022.

The course design has been adopted to suite more with online platform. The
modular course is now in a Lesson and End Lesson Practice based format

through cloud based software. So a student can do self study practice
according to his/her suitable time and place prior to attend a tutorial for each
module as per academic calendar from own station.

Student's registration for batch-35 will be open from 13th May 2022 (for details
visit: http://www.dlpbadas-bd.org). Doctors willing to get admitied into the
course are requested to do online registration through the website. The
selected candidates will be instructed to complete the admission formalities
online through the same platform.

National Prof A K Azad Khan
President, BADAS & Chairman, DLP
Diabetic Association of Bangladesh

Barishal Govt. Women’s College
College Education Development Project (Sub project-1111)
Agarpur Road, Barishal-8200

Website: hitps://bwe.qov.bd
Memo No. 794/2021-22
e-Tender Notice: 02/2021-2022

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GF System Portal (hilp./'www.eprocure.gov.bd) for the procurement of
following packages:

Date; 12/05/2022

3k Tender ID Name of supply Last date and time Tender closing
No. No. of tender security date & time
| submission
1. 67084 Supply of Fumilure and Fixtures for Science 30-May-2022 30-May-2022
(Re- Laboratory, Laboratory and Classroom at 13:00 14:00
Tender) | Barishal Govt. Women's College, Barishal,

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepled in the Nalional e-GP Portal and no offine/hard copy
will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, registration in the Mational e-GP Portal (htlp:/wwiw.eprocure gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the Mational e-GP System Porial have to be deposited
online through any registered banks' branches up to 29-May-2022 16:00.

Further information and gu-dehnes are available in the National e-GP System Fu*.al and from e-GP help desk

{h OCUTE.qov. Cava
"l

Principal & IDGM
Barishal Govt. Women's College
Agarpur Road, Barishal
Barishal-8200
Phone: 0431-64592
E-mail: bawcinfo@@yahoa.com

GD-850

FLAT SALE

An Exclusive apartment (South Facing) of 1545 sft. with

excellent finishing and high quality fitting and fixtures

will be sold at Bashandhara R/A in Block-F, Dhaka.
Pleasc Contact: 01730495868, 01711536285

SINGLE BED ROOM APARTMENT RENT

Weekly, Monthly and Yearly basis, similarly decorated like a
5-Star hotels bedroom & washroom with dining, living & cooking
facalities. Including electricity bills Everyday cleaning &
complimentary breakfast in Banani residential area. The montly
rent is taka 60,000. Contact 01 732-691731

INVITATION OF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Eurotel Business System invites EQI from competent
marketing company/individual for marketing IP-
PABX and Data equipment/ solutions of Alcatel-
Lucent Enterprise (ALE) and IP-PABX of MITEL.
Contact info@eurotelbd.com./01885550466.

FLAT TOLET

8500 sft. Triplex in Gulshan with 5 bed, 6 bath, specious
foyer, drawing, dinning, family living with marble floor,
3 parking, driver room, fully/ partly furnished is ready
for rent. Pls Contact: 01711527419, 01714320584

ENLISTMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited from the genuine Vendors for
enlistment with Caritas Bangladesh (Central Office) and
Caritas Bangladesh Cox's Bazar Office separately for the
period of July 2022 to June 2024 for the mentioned group as
per Enlistment Notice,

Application forms and general terms and conditions of
enlistment will be available at Caritas Central Office, 2, Outer
Circular Road, Shantibagh, Dhaka-1217, Phone 48315406-9
(Ext. 304) from May 16, 2022 to May 24, 2022 between 9:00
a.m, to 4:00 p.m. on all working days or download from our
website at https:/icaritasbd.org/notice/tender/. All completed
application will be received by the Reception Desk (Ground
Floor), Caritas Bangladesh up to 4:00 pm on May 25, 2022.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Superintending Engineer, RHD Q‘
Road Circle, Noakhali e
Phone No. 0321-61092 4~ T
Date: 12/05/2022

E-mail: senca@rhd.gov.bd

Memo No. 35.01.7587.190.17.017 .21-4566
e-Tender Notice

e-Tenders are invited in National e-GP System Portal (hitp://www.eprocure.gov.bd) by Superintending
Engineer, RHD, Noakhali Circle, Noakhali for the procurement of following works:

Sl. | Tender @ Package No. | Description of works | Tender last Tender Tender
No. | ID No. selling closing opening
(Date & {Date & (Date &
time time) time)
01. | 697308 SEMoakhali’ | PMP  Works of | 12/06/2022 | 13/06/2022 | 13/06/2022
NRD/PMP- | Widening & | at17.00 at 12:00 at 12:00

Roadf2021- | Strengthening  of

2022/08 Existing Road

including DBS

Wearing  Course

with Protective work
from Ch. 15+000 to
17+500-2.50 KM of
Maijdee-Islamia-

Oderhat-Dasherhat-
New Tearigonj-
Bhabanigonj Road
(Shahid  Mazharul
Munir Road) (Z-
1429) under
Moakhali Road

Division during the
year 2021-2022.
This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in National e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System Portal
(http:/fwww.eprocure.gov.bd). Further information and quidelines are available in the National e-GP
System Portal and from e-GP helpdesk (helpdesk@eprocure.qov.bd).

sd/-
Ranapriya Barua
ID No. 005155
Superintending Engineer (C.C), RHD

(3D-857 Road Circle, Noakhali

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Superintending Engineer, RHD
Barishal Road Circle, Barishal
E-mail: sebarisalrhd@qgmail.com
Memo No. 35.01.0651.171.99.37.2022-1812  Date: 12/05/2022

Notice
This is to notify that all concemed for this invitation Ref.
No. 35.01.0651.171.99.37.2022-657 date: 16/02/2022,
Tender Package No. 01/Tender/PSN/BCFB Toll/BRC/
2021-22 is hereby cancelled due tfo unavoidable
circumstances.
Mintu Ranjan Debnath
ID No. 601920
Superintending Engineer (C.C.), RHD
Barishal Road Circle, Barishal

TRANSPARENCY
INTERNATIONAL
BANGLADESH

Sariol movement agains? cormuption

GD-960

ANTI-CORRUPTION

Investigative Journalism Awards 2022

Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) is
inviting submissions of bath print (including online)
and electronic media reports far its Anti-Corruption
Investigative lIournalism Awards 2022, TIB wiill
award the best investigative reports on corruption
of all types in four categories selected by an
independent committee of judges. Reports
published or broadcast between 01 January to 31
December 2021 in print, online and electronic
media, owned and operated from Bangladesh wvill
be considered for the awards. Before submitting
reports for consideration, please visit for more
information: www.ti-bangladesh.org/ija2022

Last date for submission: 31 July 2022

INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY,
BANGLADESH (lUB)

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Director, International Programs
and Relations

Application deadline: June 2, 2022 El..-

To apply, please visit: http: /www.iub.edu.bd/jobs
or scan the QR code

Palli Karma-Sahayak Foundation (PKSF)

PKSF Bhaban, E-4/B, Agargaon Administrative Area, Sher-e-Bangla Napar, Dhaka-1207
Phone: 8181658-61, 8181169, 8181664-69; Website: http:/www.pksf-bd.org

Vacancy Announcement

PKSF has been implementing a project titled 'Rural Microenterprise
Transformation Project (RMTP)' jointly financed by PKSF and the
International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and Danish International
Development Agency (DANIDA) since January 2020. The Project will be
implemented throughout the country till December 2025. The development
objective of the project is to achieve sustainable growth of the selected rural
commodity value chains with comparative advantages, market demand, growth
potential and backward linkages to the small farmers and micro-entrepreneurs.

Iﬂ'mu
TR

PKSF hereby invites online applications from the suitable candidates for the

following position under RMTP Project:

S. N.| Name of the Position with Number
1 Deputy Project Coordinator

(Financial Services)- 01

Consolidated Monthly Salary (BDT)

2.25,000/-

The employee will be recruited initially for one year with an opportunity for
annual performance-based renewal during the project period. Interested
candidates who [ulfill the requirements may submit online application by 29
May 2022. Please visit PKSF Website (www.pksf-bd.org) for detailed job
descriptions and instructions to apply.

Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted. PKSF 1s an equal opportunity
employer. Any kind of persuasion will be treated as disqualification of the
candidate. PKSF reserves the right to cancel this recruitment process without
assigning any reason whatsoever.

***\Women are highly encouraged to apply.***

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Department of Telecommunications (DOT)
Office of the Director General
423-428, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208
www.telecomdept.gov.bd

e-Tender Notice (OTM)

Memo No. 14.30.0000.334.07.010.22.15 Date:12-05-2022

e-Tender is invited in the National e-GP Porlal (www.eprocure.qov.bd) for the Procurement
of Official Furniture for Department of Telecommunications (DeoT).

DOT

DEPARTMENT OF
TELECOMMAMICATIONS

Senior General Manager (HR)
A

Sl. Package Package description Tender Last sellmg Closing

No. | No. . ) date & time | date & time

1 DoT/2021- Procurement of  Official 698530 26-05-2022 @ 29-05-2022
22(FUR01  Furniture for Department of 17:00 16:00

Telecommunications (DoT)

This is an online tender, where e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP Portal and
no offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit the tender, registration in the e-GP
System Portal (www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required.

The fees for downloading the e-Tender documents from the National e-GP System Portal
have to be deposited online through any e-GP registered bank's branches up to date & time
mentioned in respective tender. Further information and guideline are available in the
National e-GP Portal and from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Subal Chandra Kundu
Director (ICT)
Email: dir.ict@telecomdept.gov.bd
Telephone: 3830700

GD-959
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CUMILLA CITY ELECTION

EC to set up

cameras at all
polling stations

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

CCTV

Election Commission will set up CCTV camera in and
outside each polling station during the Cumilla City
Corporation election, to be held on June 15.

They are taking the steps to maintain law N

and order situation on polling day.

The secret voting place will be out of ’
CCTV coverage, Election Commissioner |
Md Alamgir told reporters yesterday

at his office. These cameras will be

installed ahead of polling day and will
be in place till few hours after result

announcement, he said.

The EC is also deploying paramilitary force
in Cumilla from May 15. “We are deploying BGB prior to

last date of submission of nomination papers,” he said.

Cumilla city election is first major election under the
new EC led by CEC Kazi Habibul Awal.

SHAHINUDDIN
MURDER

Court asks
PBI for

further probe

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
ordered PBI for further
investigation into the
case filed against former
lawmaker MA Awal and 14
others over the killing of
trader Md Shahinuddin in
May last year.

The murder committed
in front of the victim’s
seven-year-old son in
broad daylight in the
capital’s Pallabi on May
16 last year made national
headlines.

Metropolitan
Magistrate Md Nurul Huda
Chowdhury passed the
order after Aklima Begum,
mother of the victim, filed
a no-confidence petition
yesterday. The magistrate
directed PBI to submit by
June 19 the probe report.

In the application,
Aklima said the IO did
not investigate properly.
He dropped FIR-named
accused and several
other names who gave
confessional statements
before the courts.

After a probe for
around nine months, IO
Syed Iftekhar Hossain,
an inspector of the
police’s Detective Branch,
submitted a charge sheet
on February 14, stating
that the trader was killed
under Awal’s direction.

Besides the former
Laxmipur-1MP, 14 others
were involved in the killing,
the probe report said.

observance of International Nurses Day yesterday.

Fake agency,
fake tickets

Syndicate member held in Dhaka

The syndicate would target
devotees willing to perform
Hajj and trap them by selling
fake tickets. Mahbub used to
get clients from promotional
posts through his fake agency’s
Facebook page, and then
communicated with them via

i sl social media and collected their
details to sell them tickets.
STAFF CORRESPONDENT briefing at Minto Road in Dhaka.

On March 26, Saidur Rahman, a
victim of the syndicate, met Mahbub,
who identified himself as the CEO of
AQM trade and Travel Consultancy.

Saidur bought five tickets from
Mahbub for Muscat, Riyadh and
Toronto, spending Tk 5.10 lakh, said
Hafiz.

On March 28, the Riyadh-bound
passenger went to the airport and
found his ticket already cancelled.
The agency also took the refunds for
cancelling the ticket.

Saidur communicated with
Mahbub, who issued him two new
tickets that were found cancelled on
the day of the flight again.

Detectives said Mahbub used to
get clients from promotional posts
through his fake agency’s Facebook
page, and then communicated with
them via social media and collected
their details to sell them tickets.

Mahbub has six cases against
him with Bhatara, Mohammadpur,
Dhanmondi, Kalabagan and New

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

They used to sell plane tickets at first
through their fake travel agency.

The syndicate then used to
return the tickets, after which, they
disappeared embezzling the money.
On the day of the flights, passengers
would reach the airport, only to find
their bookings cancelled.

They would target devotees
willing to perform Hajj and trap
them by selling fake tickets.

Police’s Detective Branch
(DB) revealed the activities of the
syndicate yesterday following the
arrest of a member.

The arrestee was identified as
Mahbubur Rashid (51).

Police arrested him from
the capital’s Kalabagan area on
Wednesday and recovered 81 fake
plane tickets, two cell phones, two
computers, a jeep, 12 cheque books
of different banks and an ATM card.

AKM Hafiz Akter, DB additional
commissioner, disclosed the
information while addressing a

Nurses of Sher-e-Bangla Medical College Hospital in Barishal bring out a procession in the city in
PHOTO: STAR

FRAUD CASE
Arrest warrant

against Evaly
CEO, chairman

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

case yesterday.

20.5 lakh against

case on June 12.

the order.

A Rangpur court issued an arrest warrant against
Evaly chief executive officer Md Russell and
chairman Shamima Nasrin, his wife, in a fraud

Amit Banik, a trader from Rangpur, filed the
lawsuit against seven Evaly officials - including
the two -~ with Rangpur Metropolitan Kotwali
Magistrate court.

In the case, he mentioned that he placed an
online order to purchase various electronic items
after December 5, 2020 from Evaly. He paid Tk

The items were supposed to be delivered within
45 days, which did not happen, he mentioned
in the case statement. He also submitted the
relevant papers in support of the transactions.
The court fixed the next hearing date of the

Ref. No: KUET/EIAA2021-22/DG-21/79/80/81/82
Invitation for International Tender
(Open Tendering Method)

Sealed tender are hereby invited from the eligible suppliers for the following goods as per terms & condifions stated below.

Office of the Project Director
“Expansion of Infrastructure and Academic Activities of KUET"
Khulna University of Engineering & Technology

Khulna-9203, Bangladesh

Date: 12/05/2022
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1__| Minisiry/Division Ministry of Education, Secondary and Higher Education Division
2 Organization Khulna Univarsity of Enginsering & Technology (KUET)
3 Procuring entity name Project Director, Expansion of Infrastruciure and Academic Activilies of KUET
4 Procuring entity district Khulna
5§ Invitation for Supply of Scientific Equipment
KEY INFORMATION
__8 | Procurement method | Open Tendering Method (international)
FUNDING INFORMATION
7 | Budgelandsourceoffund Development Budget
8 Development partners (if applicabla) [
_PARTICULAR INFORMATION
g ijestfpmgaam code (if apphcabls} 224270900
10 Project/program name “Expansion of Infrastructure and Academic Activites of Khulna University of
Engineering & Technology”
11 Tender package name Supply of Scientific Equipment
12 Tender publicalion dale 12-05-2022
13 Tender [ast selling date 23-06-2022, 8.00am
14 Tender last submission date & time 23-06-2022, 1.00pm
15 | Tender opening date & time 23-06-2022, 3:00pm for DG-2179, 3.30pm for DG-2180, 4.00pm for DG-2181 & 4 30pm
for DG-2182
16 Name & address of the office of | Office of the Project Director, Khulna University of Engineering & Technology,
selling/receivinglopening of the tender document Administrative Building (Extension), 3rd Floor, KUET-9203, Khulna.
17 Placefdateftime of pre-tender meeting (optional) None
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
18 Eligibility of tenderer As per tender schedule (TDS & PCC)
19 Brief description of related service Supply of Scientific Equipment
20 Tender document price 4000/- (Four Thousand Taka only) Pay Order in favor of *JAMANAT EIAA, KUET" (For
gach package)
Invitation Ref, No. and date Ref. No: KUET/EIAA2021-22/DG-2179, Date; 12/05/2022
Package No: DG-2179/2022 Package name: Supply of Scientific Equipment
SN Identification lol Location Tender security (Tk.) Completion time
(i) Lot 1: CSTR, Process Control Setup, Office of the Project 8,00,000+ (eight lac only) Pay 3 menths
Comprassion  Machine, Reid Vapor Diractor, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of “JAMANAT EIAA,
21 Pressurg Setup. Khulna KUET"
(i) Lot 2: Liguid Flow Bench, Pool Bolling Unit, Office of the Project 5,50,000/- {five lac and fifty 3 menths
Shell & Tube Heal Exchanger, Heat Director, EIAA, KUET, theusand only) Pay Order in favor
Conduction (Setup), Pump Setup Khulna of "JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
(iif) Lot-3:  Ulirasonic  Testing  Machine Office of the Project 3,50,000/ (three lac and fifty 3 months
(Ulrasonic Flow detector), Eddy Cument Director, EIAA, KUET, thousand only) Pay Order in favor
Tester, Impact Tester Khulna of “JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
{iv) Lot 4: Ball Mils with Ceramic Grinder, Hot Office of the Project 3,00,000/- (three lac only) Pay 3 months
|so-static Press Molding Machine Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of JAMANAT EIAA,
Khulna KUET"
Invitation Ref. No and Date Ref. No: KUET/EIAAR2021-22/DG-2180, Date: 12/05/2022
Package No: DG-2180/2022 Package Name: Supply of Scientific Equipment
SN Identification lot Location Tender security (Tk.) Comgpletion time
() Lot 1: Equipment for Strength of Materials Office of the Project 4.00,000)- (four lac only) Pay 3 months
Lab Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of *JAMANAT
Khulna EIAA KUET
22 (i) Lot 2: Equipment for Concrete Lab Office of the Project 400,000/ (four lac only) Pay 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of *JAMANAT
Khulna ElAA KLET
(i) Lot 3: FTIR, AAS (OES) Office of the Project 3,50,000/- (three lac five 3 months
Direclor, EIAA, KUET, thousand only) Pay Order in
Khulna favor of "JAMANAT ELAA,
KUET"
(iv) | Lot4:Equipment for AAGR Lab Office of the Project 6,00,000/- (six lac five only) Pay 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of *JAMANAT
Khulna ElAA KUET
Invitation Ref, No and Date Ref. No: KUET/EIAA2021-22/DG-2181, Date: 12/05.2022
Package No: DG-2181/2022 Package Name: Supply of Scientific Equipment
SN |dentification lot Location Tender security (Tk.) Completion time
i) Lot 1: DSC TGA, FTIR Partical Size Office of the Project 7,50,000/- 3 months
Analyzer, Elemental (C, H, N, §) Analyzar Director, EIAA, KUET, (seven lac fifty thousand only)
Khulna Pay Order in faver of
23 "JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
[ Lot 2: Alomic Force Microscope Office of the Project 4,50,000/- (four lac fifty 3 months
Director, EIAL, KUET, thousand only) Pay Order in
Khulna favor of "JAMANAT EIAA,
KUET"
{iii) Lot 3: Macro-Scale Additive Manufacturing Office of the Project 15,00,000/- (friteen lac only) 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, Pay Order in faver of
Khulna "JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
{iv) Lot 4: Equipment for Nano Fabrication Lab Office of the Project 21,00,000/- (twenty-one lac 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, only) Pay Order in favor of
Khulna "JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
Invitation Ref. No and Date Ref. No: KUET/EIAAR2021-22/DG-2182, Date; 12/05/2022
Package No: DG-2182/2022 Package Name: Supply of Scientific Equipment
SN Identification lot Location Tender secunty (Tk.) Completion time
(i) Lot 1: BET Office of the Project 1,50,000/- (one lac fifty 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, thousand only) Pay Order in
Khulna favor of “JAMANAT EIAA,
KUET"
D] Lot 2: Gamma Ray Specirometer Office of the Project 5,00,000/- (five lac anly) Pay 3 months
24 Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of “JAMANAT
Khulna EIAA KUET
(i) Lot 3: UTM Office of the Project 12,00,000/- (twelve lac only) 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, Pay Order in favor of
Khulna "JAMANAT EIAA, KUET"
(iv) Lot 4: ADCP Office of the Project 6,00,000/- (six lac only) Pay 3 months
Director, EIAA, KUET, Order in favor of "JAMANAT
Khulna ElAA KUET
25 | Name of official inviting tender _Dr. Md. Julfikar Hossain
26 Designation of official inviting tender Project Director, EIAA
27 Address of official inviting tender Administrative Building 3™ Floor, KUET-9203, Khulna
28 Contact details of official inviting tender Tael: (PABX) +88041-T69468-T5 Ext 8249, Fax +88041-774403, Mob:
+3801948941800, Email. pd-siaa@kuet ac.bd
29 Bidder should be submitted copy of tender schedule for each for if bidder attend more than single lot and main copy should be submitled as
attached.
30 The procuring entity reserves the right to accepl any or reject all the tenders or annul the tender proceeding. The tender natice is also available at
websile: www kuet.ac.bd

G0-961

Dr. Md. Julfikar Hossain

Project

Khulna University of Engineering & Technology

Director (EIAA)

Khulna-9203
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Putuj excited for
new journey

Putul Sajia SHAH ALAM SHAZU to go.
Sultana What are you currently busy with? {{avle Xou been writing any novels
l:ose to I'have been working on new music at Ia}lte Iy .b o el 1h
prominence my studio. I collaborated with Rongon ;e D¢ WIIEiEs amovel. ShoRs
. ; y it will be available for readers in the
with the Music for a new track this Fid. It was 0o Elusher Boi Mela. I truly
Sillging written and composed by Syed Reza erll)joy WI‘i%iI{ g, an d}I hope (o k cep P P
reality show, Ali. On the other hand, I have been regularly. ’
“Close-Up releasing a new song every month
5 from my official YouTube channel, You are also about to be a mother.
One”. For PutulGaan. I released a new song Yes. I am excited for this new
the last 16 during Eid as well. journey in my life. Hopefully, we
years, she What inspires you to release a new ! WelSCCOCI:)lst;JVIé]CDE l())}f t;lyllt?%lease
has proved song monthly? keep us in}}.four
her prowess I want to keep making music —— prayers.
as one of the as regularly as possible, / T
most prolific and stay connected
singers in with my listeners. I
hetind have been able to
the “! ustry. do so as I have
She is also a my own studio,
passionate and my life
writer, lively partner is also
anchor and aS_SECiatec_i |
with music.
soon-to be am dedicated
mother. We to honing
talk to her my craft. My
about her fans are my
exciting new inspiration. ]
projects, They ha\{e certain
. expectations from
N upcoming me, and I hope to live
journey, and up to them.
3 You have been in the industry
for 16 years. How do you look back
on your journey?
I did not just want to be known as a
singing reality show contestant. My
biggest accomplishment has been
carving a space for myself in the -
industry, on my own. I am lucky that -
people have given me so much i’l' ¥
love over the years, and I '_‘ . 3 >
still have a long way _ M /4 &) » EY
= -
b 1%, >9
g 4 g
Nleett_L S ! »
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your face?”

‘No Land’s Man’,
‘Anyadin’ selected for
Sydney Film Festival

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

Mostofa Sarwar Farooki’s “No
Land’s Man” and Kamar Ahmad
Simon’s “Anyadin” (Day After...)
have been selected for this year’s
Sydney Film Festival.
While “No Land’s Man” will
be screened during the event on
June 16 and 19, “Anyadin” will be
screened on June 14 and 18.
“Anyadin” is the second
instalment of Simon’s Water
trilogy. Farlier, the film
was selected for the 2021
international competition at the
International Documentary Film
Festival Amsterdam.

“No Man’s Land” premiered
at the Busan International Film
Festival, and was also nominated
for the Kim Jiseok Award. The
predominantly English film

stars Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
along with Tahsan Khan and
Australian actress Megan
Mitchell, among others.
The Sydney Film Festival will
run from June 8 to 19.

Raveena Tandon
recalls being fat-

shamed after
childbirth

Noted actress Raveena Tandon
revisited the time when she and
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan were
trolled for putting on weight after
welcoming a child.
In a recent interview, she
recalled, “I had put on a lot of
weight, and I had just delivered
my son, and I had already started
working again. Journalists were
fat-shaming me, they were fat-shaming
Aishwarya Rai. I said we’ve just had a baby. I want
to nurse my baby, I don’t want to go on a diet.”
Her sassy response to a reporter was, “I can
reduce my weight. But what will you do about

COUNTRYWIDE

Mushroom in the hills

SHYKH SERAJ

For Nipu Tripura life was full of
uncertainty like the other women
in the hills. During the bad days of
COVID-19 she couldn’t even run
her grocery store. But overcoming
all obstacles she has now became
an agricultural entrepreneur.
Before telling her remarkable
story, I would like (o say that
television, particularly media, has
played a big role in her agricultural
development. She has not only
written her success story, but
made employment opportunities
for many others. Nipu, a resident
of Thakurchhara Notun Bazaar
area in Khagrachhari, watched
one of my episodes on mushroom
cultivation of Magura’s Babul
Akhter on my YouTube channel
and felt she could also start
mushroom cultivation like Babul.

Shykh Seraj is Bangladesh’s
pioneer development journalist.
He received country’s two
highest civilian honours,
Swadhinata Puroshkar and
Ekushey Padak. At Channel i,
he is the founder director. He

is also director

and host of
Channel i’s
popular agro-
documentary,
Hridoye Mati O
Manush.

ok

Later, Nipu, who had no formal
training in mushroom farming,
went to Khagrachhari but couldn’t
obtain any training from there.
But that couldn’t not stop her.
She then decided to meet Babul
in Magura. Last year, she took a
short training from Babul and
started mushroom cultivation
by taking Tk 3 lakh (USD 3462)
from her husband. During the
carly 90s, I did a documentary
on renowned mushroom
farmer Jahangir on Bangladesh
Television’s Mati O Manush (Soil
& People) programme. Back then,
Jahangir was also very young
and enthusiastic, like Nipu.
Among numerous mushroom

Nipu Tripura is seen working at her mushroom farm in Khagrachhari’s

Thakurchhara Notun Bazaar area.

entrepreneurs across the country,
many women are also doing it at
their homes. By reading news and
watching TV and social media
contents many mushroom farmers
have emerged with diversified
farming ideas and products now.

In the first year, Nipu earned
Tk 9 lakh (USD 10,387) by selling
commercial mushroom spawns.
Now, she is developing and
producing 10 to 12 thousand
spawns every month, but she
dreams of producing 25,000
spawns per month. She has
employed eight women at her
mushroom farm and established
herself as a woman entrepreneur
within a short time. She has also
formed a cooperative society
with 20 women members and
giving them free training. Nipu is
now dreaming of mother culture
of mushrooms and expecting
government’s assistance in this
regard as well.

In the context of Bangladesh,
mushroom is a promising crop
and has a great importance
as it is nutritious, tasty and a
major medicinal food. In densely
populated and rapidly growing
Bangladesh, the demand for food
is increasing, but the supply is
facing the imbalance. Besides,

PHOTO: HRIDOYE MATI O MANUSH

huge quantities of mushrooms
can be produced in a small fallow
land. Moreover, the climate of
the country is favourable for
the cultivation throughout the
year. Mushroom farming is
environment friendly and tolerant
to natural disasters. According to
Mushroom Development Institute,
the opportunity of mushroom
production is increasing rapidly.
At present, about 40,000 tonnes
of mushrooms, valued around Tk
800 crore (USD 92.3 million), are
being produced every year. About
1.5 lakh people are involved in the
production and marketing of the
food items. There are opportunities
to export mushrooms to different
countries as almost all the
economically developed countries
of the world import mushroom.
Mushrooms can add a
significant contribution to our
agriculture sector and courageous
woman entrepreneur like Nipu has
shown us the way. We can ensure
employment of many unemployed
as well. Nipu is one of those who
are showing us the light of hope.
I hope that the country will
move forward towards extensive
mushroom cultivation and the
government will take necessary
measures for its betterment.

A cautionary tale for Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 12

fails to make up the
deficit with remittance,
Bangladesh’s foreign

exchange reserves will also
start to deplete very soon,
he said.

“We kept on taking
one project after another,
without any proper

economic feasibility
studies. This kind of
random decision-making
has motivated discussions
such as building a new
airport, a second Padma
bridge, launching another
satellite, shifting Dhaka
city elsewhere and starting
bullet train service between

Dhaka to Cox’s Bazar. All
of these are unnecessary
projects. If implemented,
all would require additional
debt. Our loan instalments
will surpass $4 billion by
2025.

“We also have a huge
amount of internal debt. If
we add these two, our debt

to GDP ratio will surpass
the 50 percent mark. It is a
very risky situation. We are
going towards it fast. If we
cannot restrain ourselves
from taking local and
foreign loans and random
projects, we too will reach
Sri Lanka’s situation within
4-5 years.”

Motorbike accidents drove up death toll

FROM PAGE 12
easy bikes (battery-
run three-wheelers),

monitoring by police and
steps taken by different
government agencies.

But the operation
of a large number of
motorbikes caused a sharp
rise in road crashes, he
pointed out.

Mozammel said people
chose small vehicles due
to absence of adequate
public transport, high fare
and traffic congestions
on roads, but this trend
led to an increase in road
accidents, he added.

He demanded that the
government ban import of
motorbikes and easy bikes.

Cops should be more

FROM PAGE 12

their profession as well as
protecting human rights
of the citizens along with
other rights enshrined
in the constitution,” the
Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court said in the
verdict.

The 10-page full text of
the verdict was released on
Wednesday.

A three-member bench
of the Appellate Division,
headed by Justice Md
Nuruzzaman, delivered a
short verdict on April 6 this
year following an appeal
filed in 2004 by two then
cops of the Tejgaon Police

Station, including OC
Abdul Gaffar, challenging a
High Court verdict.

The Road Safety
Foundation in its report
said at least 376 people
were killed and over 1,500
injured in 283 accidents
in 14 days from April 25,
meaning around 27 people
died every day.

The accidents and
deaths were 18.41 percent
and 19.74 percent higher
respectively than the last
year’s Fid, the organisation
said in a press release.

Atleast 156 people (41.48
percent of the total deaths)
were killed in accidents
involving motorcycles
while 78 (20.74 percent)
were killed in crashes
involving three-wheelers,
the report said.

The HC on June 25,
2001 announced the verdict
following a writ petition
filed by one Mohammad
Ali challenging the legality
of the action of the police
personnel who harassed the
petitioner’s family members.

In the verdict, the
HC directed the police
personnel to give Tk5,000
as token compensation to
the writ petitioner, Ali’s
lawyer ~ Shah  Monjurul
Hoque told The Daily Star.

The Appellate Division
in the full text of its verdict
exonerated the  police
personnel from paying
the compensation money,
but made the observation
about the police’s duty.

According to the full

Last year, at least 134

people were Kkilled in
121 accidents involving
motorbikes, meaning

accidents saw 5.74 percent
rise and deaths rose by

16.41 percent.

The platform said the
number of motorbikes
running during the
Eid rush this year was
unprecedented  although
long journey by (wo-

wheelers is very risky.

At least 5142 percent
victims of the motorcycle
accidents were aged
between 14 and 20, it said.
EXPERT’S VIEWS
Speakingat the JatriKalyan
Samity’s programme, Prof
Hadiuzzaman, director

careful

text of the SC verdict, one
Md Ashfaq Hussain and his
niece Mina Mallik came to
Bangladesh from India on
November 14,1994 to attend
the wedding reception of
the petitioner’s daughter in
Dhaka.

Ashfaq stayed in the
house of his brother-in-law
Dr Muhammad Yunus of
Grameen Bank and Mina
became the house guest of
the petitioner.

On November 17, 1994,
Mina along with Ashfaq
went out to see the city
taking some apples with a
fruit knife in her bag.

The writ petitioner’s
wile and his family came
to know that Ashfaq and
Mina were arrested when

of the Buets Accident
Research Institute, said
the rise in the number of
motorbikes and crashes are
directly linked.

The government’s
wrong policy led to the
sharp rise in the number
of motorbikes and this has
now appeared like a cancer,
the expert said.

He said the country
would be in a dire situation
if the number of bikes
were not controlled or if
the government allowed
motorbikes with  higher
engine capacities (o operate.

Currently, motorcycles
with an engine capacity of
up to 165cc are allowed to
operate in the country.

the police personnel,
including some constables,
forcibly entered the
petitioner’s  house  at
10:00pm on November 17
and conducted a search

without any  warrant.
They  found  nothing
incriminating.

Still  police members
entered and  searched
the petitioner's  house

on November 18, 19 and
20 in 2004 during odd
hours after midnight. On
November 19 that vyear,
cops took away Mina’s bag
without giving any receipt
or preparing any seizure list,
but left her suitcase locked
and also harassed them at
different times, according
to the full text of the verdict.
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Russia ‘most
direct threat

/

Palestinians honour Give us a

to world slain Al Jazeera journo grandchild or
order’: EU Reject joint probe with Israel pay $650,000

Abbas, attended by foreign diplomats
and prominent Arab Israeli
politicians.

PALESTINIAN EMBASSY IN
DHAKA CONDEMNS KILLING

AFP, Dehradun

Top European officials
yesterday warned that
Russia poses the “most
direct threat” to world
order and urged China to
play a more constructive
role on the international
stage as they held talks in
Tokyo.

European Commission
President Ursula von
der Leyen and FEuropean
Council President Charles
Michel are in Japan for

Thousands of Palestinians yesterday

honoured Al Jazeera journalist

Shireen Abu Akleh at a memorial

service in the occupied West Bank, a The embassy of the State of

day after she was shot dead durlng Palestine to the People’s Republic

an Israeli army raid. . ofBangladesh yesterday
Isracl and the condemned the killing of

Palestinians have the veteran journalist
traded blame over the in the strongest

killing of Palestinian- | terms
American Abu [ :

f In a press release,
Akleh, 51, a veteran the em%assy said

of the Qatar-based | - P
network’s Arabic Isracli occupying

An Indian couple are taking their son to court
demanding that he and his wife produce either
a grandchild within a year or cough up almost
$650,000. Sanjeev and Sadhana Prasad say
that they exhausted their savings raising and
educating their pilot son and paying for a lavish
wedding. Now they want payback. “My son has
been married for six years but they are still not
planning a baby. At least if we have a grandchild
to spend time with, our pain will become
bearable,” the couple said in their petition

filed with a court in Haridwar last week. The
compensation they are demanding -- 50 million
rupees — includes the cost of a wedding reception

{7 TR

ﬂm-ﬁm_ o

talks tha.lt'hgve touched service, during %)riessh(ijf lil;eirgttellly in a five-star hotel, a luxury car worth $80,000
on Russia’s invasion of clashes in the Jenin hi:a(c)i e ¢ A man queue up to buy kerosine for domestic use and paying for the couple’s honeymoon abroad,

Ukraine but also growing
concerns about China’s
role in Asia and beyond.
Russia “is today the

most direct threat to

the world order with

the barbaric war against
Ukraine, and its worrying

the Times of India reported Thursday. The
parents also forked out $65,000 to get their son
trained as a pilot in the United States only for him
to return to India unemployed, the paper said.

refugee camp.

The United States,
European Union and United
Nations have backed calls for a full
investigation into what Al Jazeera
labelled a deliberate killing “in cold
blood”, but the Palestinian Authority
has rejected holding a joint probe

at a supply station after authorities relaxed the
ongoing curfew for a few hours in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, yesterday.

. For decades, Shireen
N courageously and
persistently exposed Israel’s
crimes against the Palestinian people
with her fearless reporting, it said.
The press release added that the
assassination of Shireen is part

PHOTO: AFP

“*"“er. LA @Ere Toif e IS

pact with China,” von der with Israel. of a well-documented and widely " 4ateR

Leyen said after talks with Arab countries at the United acknowledged war and a clear BANGLADESH CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES CORPORATION s

Labancse Prime Minister Nations on Wednesday called foran  attempt to intimidate Palestinian BCIC BHABAN, 30-31, DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH o ola wdy
umio Rishida. independent, international probe.  journalists and a flagrant attack on PHONE-PABX: 9562140-4, FAX: 880-2-9564120; Web: www.bcic.gov.bd R P

The annual summit
comes with much of the
international community
rallying to pressure
Moscow over Ukraine.

the freedom of expression.

Yousef Ramadan, ambassador of
Palestine to Bangladesh, condemned
the killing, calling Shireen a symbol
of courage and an icon of sacrifice.

In a sign of Shireen’s stature
among Palestinians, she received
what was described as a full
state memorial at the Ramallah
compound of president Mahmud
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When power
plants power up
corruption

Graft involving land
acquisition must be
investigated

‘ N T E'RE disturbed by the carte blanche being
offered to those involved with power plants—
who, on Thursday, again made headlines in
connection with massive corruption involving land
acquisition for three coal-fired power plants. The
Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) made
the disclosure while unveiling the findings of a study
it conducted between February and April this year. As
per the anti-graft watchdog, a total of Tk 390 crore was
embezzled while acquiring land for these projects—
namely the 1,320MW Banshkhali Power Plant in
Chattogram, the 600MW Matarbari Power Plant in Cox’s
Bazar, and the 350MW Barishal Power Plant. And all the
usual suspects were there to profit off of it: unscrupulous
public representatives, state officials, and the middlemen.

This may be just another case of corruption, but
there are important insights to be drawn from here:
that corruption continues to be the last word in our
notoriously ill-managed energy sector. You see its all-
encompassing effects in how environmentally harmful
coal power continues to be embraced, despite pledges of
renewable energy by the government; in how the corrupt
individuals are never held accountable; and in how the
same broken system is put to use without question again
and again.

The TIB made several other revelations about how
the alleged corruption occurred. It said that the money
was embezzled in various ways, such as by collecting
“commission” from compensations, payment for
purchases, grants, and by grabbing land without paying
the owners. Also, fake title deeds of government land
were made so as to sell the land back to the government.
There were instances of excess land acquisition, too.
Whereas neighbouring countries reportedly require
an average 0.23 acres for every megawatt generated by
burning coal—and 0.053 acres in case of LNG—a total
of 942 acres of additional land has been purchased or
acquired for the three projects surveyed by the TIB. For
example, the plant in Barishal should have needed 81
acres, but 310 acres were acquired. In Banshkhali, 660
acres were acquired against a requirement of 304 acres,
and in Matarbari, 1,358 acres were acquired against a
need of 418 acres. The price of the power produced in
these plants was also higher than that of plants in India,
China, Pakistan, and Australia.

All this is a sign of a dysfunctional sector that
continues to undertake poorly planned and executed
projects that hardly benefit the public but grossly and
unfairly reward those behind them, making them so hard
to dispense with. We urge the government to investigate
the allegations brought by the TIB and punish those
involved with the three projects, and also formulate a
master plan to put the sector on a renewable trajectory
for the nation’s greater interests.

Is there no end to
Israel’s impunity?

Deliberate shooting of
journalist is deeply disturbing

‘ N T L are outraged by the murder of Al Jazeera
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh by Israeli forces in
the occupied West Bank on May 11. Abu Akleh
was covering an Israeli raid in the city of Jenin early in
the morning, wearing a press vest and helmet, when she
was shot in the face. Though, initially, the Israeli army
did not miss a beat before claiming it was Palestinian
gunmen who had killed the veteran reporter, the military
chiefl has now backtracked to say that it is “unclear
who fired the shot.” Our outrage and condemnation
towards this event are on two counts: For the deliberate
execution of a fellow journalist, and for Israel’s continued
occupation and violence in Palestine.

Journalists present when Abu Akleh was shot have
reportedly confirmed that it was indeed Israeli forces
who were responsible for her death. This is despite Abu
Akleh and her team donning flak vests clearly marked
“Press” and also making themselves known to Israeli
forces in the area. While the cruel and indiscriminate
violence against Palestinians is perpetual, the nature
of this particular killing—that is, to shoot in the face
of ajournalist on the job who was wearing a press vest
and helmet—truly encapsulates the extent of Israel’s
determination to block any news that attempts to tell
the Palestinian side of the story.

The recent Russia-Ukraine war has also shed new
light on the Israeli occupation of Palestine. The global
outpouring of support and sympathy for Ukrainian
refugees and victims of war is commendable and well-
deserved. But we must wonder, for the umpteenth time,
why even a fraction of the same has not been offered to
the Palestinian people, who have been going through
hell at the hands of Israeli forces for over [ive decades?
Where are the open arms and supportive coverage for
them? That race and religion play crucial roles in this
discrimination, specifically by the West, is undeniable.
Yet, Israeli violence in Palestine continues, as does the US
military aid to the occupying state.

All we can now hope for is that Shireen Abu Akleh’s
death does not get lost in the crowd of the thousands
of Palestinian killings before hers. An independent and
unbiased investigation must be conducted to find out
the exact circumstances of the murder. The fact that
the Israeli forces can shoot dead a working journalist in
broad daylight gives us an inkling of just how strongly
backed the state is by the West. We continue to demand
for the international community and human rights
bodies to take ofl their blindfolds and rise to action in
order to put an end to Israel’s aggression towards the
Palestinian people.

Don’t normalise living in fear

Zillur Rahman

is the executive director of the
Centre for Governance Studies
(CGS) and a television talk show
host. His Twitter handle is @zillur

ZILLLUR RAHMAN

ANGLADESH is a nation that is
B being carried almost entirely by

the labour of its underprivileged
and uneducated people, who slave away
at garment factories and toil abroad to
send back remittances. However, due to
fundamental flaws in democracy and
the rule of law, and corruption, all the
power in Bangladesh rests in the hands
of the top one percent. Furthermore,
the government has failed to protect
the average citizen’s rights as enshrined
in the constitution. In fact, it seems to
have set out to actively undermine the
freedoms of expression and the press. As
the next general election draws closer, we
are seeing the authorities step up their
attempts to ascertain dominance over
public discourse.

It is important to understand that
while online expression is recognised
under the constitution, it is mostly
unprotected in reality. Article 39 (1) of
Chapter 2 of the constitution recognises
the freedoms of thought, conscience and

expression as basic rights, and online A
expression has historically been deemed
within the scope of this article. However, VISUAL:

some existing and pending pieces of ANWAR SOHEL

legislation undercut these rights, and
internet users now regularly risk criminal
consequences for exercising their right

to express freely, as guaranteed by
international human rights standards.
These laws include the Digital Security
Act, 2018 (DSA) as well as the proposed
laws such as the BTRC Regulation for
Digital, Social Media and OTT Platforms,

2021, the Data Protection Act, 2022, and . Given Ehe
the Mass Media Employees (Conditions of information
Services) Bill, 2022. we have
The way the government is utilising about these
thege laws to curb express'ion is laws and the
§tra1ghtforwxfard. The DSA’s wording government’s
is remarkably vague and open to f th
interpretation. And under the proposed usc o e“."
laws, any content or anything that the pl:0gIIOSlS
undermines the spirit of the Liberation is bleak.
War, offends religious sensibilities, Looking at
jeopardises communal harmony, or all major
is against national culFu_re and social worldwide
values have been prohibited. But there indices that
is no definition of what the spirit of the ,
Liberation War means. And who decides track people’s

freedom of
expression in

the national culture and social values?
The implementation of punitive

measures under these laws is also absurdly democracies,
wide-ranging. No arrest warrant is we will find
required, and any person can claim DSA Bangladesh
violation against any other person, who .

will subsequently be detained without co“s.lStently
trial. The system has been designed to falling well
facilitate an Orwellian dystopia where behind.

Time for a fresh

Dr Abu NM Waheeduzzaman
is a professor of marketing and
international business at Texas
A&M University-Corpus Christi

in the US.
ABU WAHEEDUZZAMAN
N April 24, US Secretary of State
O Antony Blinken and Defence
Secretary Lloyd Austin visited
Ukraine to discuss military aid with
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. So far,
the US has committed USD 3.7 billion in
civilian and military aid. On April 28, US
President Joe Biden called on Congress
o provide USD 33 billion (one-fifth of
Ukraine’s GDP) in additional security,
economic and humanitarian assistance
for Ukraine.
In Ukraine, eight million people
Laboul '(?nefslxlh of the populagqn) have At 77, the UN
een displaced, of whom 5.7 million o
are refugees. World food production « remains a
is declining, fuel and food prices are supcrpower
increasing, and the inflationary pressure and friends”
is high. The Russia Ukraine war has club. It has
put pressure on an already stressed fallen behind
supply chain. Both the World Bank and in inclusivity,
the .Intefn%tlorial Mlonetary Et}nd (IM}I:) participation,
gm]ecl oweyr global economic growt and power-
ue to the war. .

The superpower contest in Ukraine Sha"ng° lfs
is overtly visible. Russian President hegemonic
Vladimir Putin is not backing down, arrangement
and Secretary Blinken stated that the with veto
US wanted to see Russia “weakened” in power is not
this war. On May 3, Pope Francis said compatible
that Fhe “l?arklng of Nato at the dogr of with the
Russia” might have led to the invasion current
of Ukraine, and that he did not know o
whether other countries should supply econ.o!mc
Ukraine with more arms. UN Secretary- and political
General Antonio Guterres’ plea to stop realities of the
the war has not worked. The United world.

citizens turn against citizens and keep
themselves in line, as a Big Brother
government watches everything from
above.

Given the information we have about
these laws and the government’s use of
them, the prognosis is bleak. Looking
at all major worldwide indices that
track people’s freedom of expression in
democracies, we will find Bangladesh

consistently falling well behind. All due to
the propagation of these laws.

In 2021’s Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) World Press Freedom Index,
Bangladesh has dropped ten places.
According to the research, Bangladesh’s
status is now worse than that of Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. Bangladesh is ranked
162nd out of 180 nations, from 152nd
last year. The report also stated that
the country was one of 28 globally that
witnessed “extremely serious” press
freedom breaches in 2021.

According to the Net Freedom index
2021, provided by Freedom House,
internet freedom in Bangladesh hit
an all-time low as the authorities
continued to arrest users under the DSA.
Self-censorship remains in the face of
accusations of torture, brief abductions,
and death/torture in custody.

Bangladesh’s own Centre for
Governance Studies (CGS) has been
conducting extensive research on the
country’s media and press freedom
situation under the DSA. According to
different media reports, more than 1,500
cases have been filed under the DSA
from January 1, 2020 to March 2021.
Meanwhile, 925 cases were filed in 2018,
1,189 cases in 2019, and 1,128 cases in
2020. CGS has been able to track 890
cases with detailed information from
January 2020 to February 2022, and
conducted research where it analysed the
cases. All findings under the DSA tracker
project are available for people to see at
our website freedominfo.net.

Dr Ali Riaz, a distinguished professor
at lllinois State University and the lead
investigator in the DSA tracker project,
presented some key figures from CGS’s
research in a recent webinar. The study’s
most shocking finding was that members
of the ruling party were using the DSA to
target journalists and political opponents.
According to the research, 30.98 percent
of those charged are politicians, and more

than a quarter are journalists. According
to the figures, 207 journalists have been
charged in the last 26 months.

Prof Ali Riaz determined from the data
that such laws were increasingly being
used to muzzle journalists and opposition
politicians. If this approach continues, a
culture of fear and self-censorship will
emerge, in which individuals will cease
expressing their views and opinions online
as well as in books and news articles.
Instead of civil discourse, there will only
be state propaganda.

Given all this, an unbiased observer
could never say that Bangladesh is
a nation run by the people, for the
people. If we look at the wording of the
law, we see clearly that the will of the
nation-state supersedes the will of the
individuals. Some people may think
that these sacrifices in civil liberties and
fundamental rights are par for the course
on the road to national development.
Perhaps they go to bed at night with
the naive notion that civil liberties and
democratic values will be restored after
some arbitrary point of development
has been reached. However, if we were to
ponder the topic seriously, we must ask
ourselves: Why would any government
ever give away such power? Power, once
given, is almost impossible to take back.
If the people and civil society remain
dormant while the government takes all
power in controlling public discourse,
no election promises will ever return the
power to the people.

look at the UN

Nations is helplessly doing the body
count and taking care of the displaced
population.

During the Korean War (1950-53)
and the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962), we
saw similar confrontations between
superpowers. The UN could not stop the
war in Vietnam. It could do little for the
two Afghan wars; wars in Chechnya and
Georgia; wars in the Gulf, Iraq, Syria,
Libya, and Yemen; and most proxy wars.
The superpowers contested or ignored
these wars as per their national interest.

The League of Nations lasted only
18 years. Established in 1920, it lost its
impetus when Japan and Germany,
both superpowers at that time, left in
1933. Soviet Union’s joining in 1934
could not save it. The US supported the
establishment of the League, but never
joined the organisation because of its
isolationist policy.

Today’s United Nations (UN) is an
outcome of the conferences that took
place among the Big Three (US, UK, and
the Soviet Union) in Tehran (November
1943) and Yalta/Crimea (February
1945), and Potsdam (July 1945). The big
powers established a system of global
governance for peace and stability under
the auspices of the UN and its umbrella
organisations, including the IMF, the
World Trade Organization (WTO), and
the World Bank.

By and large, national interests of
most member countries are served by
the current UN system. Consistently,
the UN has received favourable ratings
in Pew Research polls. But at 77, the
organisation remains a “superpower
and friends” club. It has fallen behind
in inclusivity, participation, and power
sharing. Its hegemonic arrangement with
veto power is not compatible with the
current economic and political realities.

Both Germany and Japan exert more
economic power than France and the UK.

Brazil, India, Indonesia, and South Africa
can contest the superpowers in terms of
GDP and population. Various proposals
have been considered to change the veto
power status, but so far, no agreement
has been reached.

The IMF quota system and voting
rights give more importance to the richer
nations. The sanctions have brought the
dollar-based monetary system to the
limelight. Russia’s insistence on selling
gas/oil in ruble has challenged the
dominance of the dollar. Increasingly,
the Chinese renminbi is becoming a part
of international reserves. The emerging
trade and currency war is likely to
complicate the situation.

About 7.9 billion people live on
this planet with different economic,
social, cultural, ethnolinguistic, and
religious interests. Conflicts and wars
are plausible. The moral purpose of the
UN is defeated when the superpowers, as
sponsors and guardians of the system,
directly get involved in the conflicts.

It is time to take a fresh look at the
UN. The organisation has its drawbacks,
but it’s not broken. The existing system
of global governance needs reform. The
economic, social, cultural, and military
realities have changed significantly
over the years. Empowering the UN is
essential for lasting peace. The member
states should be able to bring changes
through honest deliberations.

European conflicts have given us two
world wars. We cannot afford a third
one. Demarketing the current war is
urgently necessary for peace. During
the Korean War and the Cuban Missile
Crisis, the nonaligned nations played
an active role. Peace efforts can come
from them and various trade blocks.
The Organisation of Islamic Conference
(OIC) and religious organisations across
the world should also come forward. We
need reform for peace.
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Being a non-VIP at Dhaka
airport is no fun

NO STRINGS
ATTACHED

AASHA MEHREEN AMIN

Aasha Mehreen Amin
is joint editor at The
Daily Star.

on private industry and investment,
Salman F Rahman, recently
expressed his dissatisfaction about
the way our airport in Dhaka has been
handling passengers, referring to
allegations of stafl members taking bribes
and harassing them. This is music to
the ears of non-VIP travellers. FINALLY,
someone from the high echelons of the
government has taken notice of the woes
of us little people.

It may be of interest for some to want
to know why, after all these years of
innumerable news reports and complaints
by passengers about the utter chaos
that is Dhaka airport, suddenly the
government has taken notice—that, too,
not the civil aviation minister-—and only
after the prime minister instructed her
adviser (o pay a “surprise visit.” But let’s
leave that conundrum for the time being.
Instead, let’s look at a single instance of
what goes on inside this airport.

At the cost of making my readers
roll their eyes at another airport rant,

I shall rehash a recent experience.

The passengers of Singapore Airlines
SQ 446 on May 8 were greeted by the
usual hullabaloo after entering the
immigration area. It is like a song you
hate, on repeat. It is a free-for-all show
with some passengers rushing to the
immigration queue and others being a
little hesitant as a staff member shouts,
“Shobar health form fill up korte hobe
(Everyone must fill up the health form).”
Health form? The only form given on
the plane was the Customs Declaration
Form. You see some passengers feverishly
filling up forms at a counter; when you
go there, you find no spare forms. You
ask a staff member where you can get
this precious form, and he lackadaisically
pulls one out from his back pocket.
Whether it is out of pity or in the hope
of a little tea money, you can never tell,
but are nonetheless thankful when he

r I VHE adviser to the prime minister

Nobody knows.

You then get to the counter to submit
the form in exchange for a little slip that
you must present to the immigration
officer. Apparently, all this could have
been avoided if you had done this
online. Of course, nobody will ever tell
you that—not the travel agent, not the
airline crew on the plane. After finally

reaching the immigration line with that
precious parchment, you must wait for
the immigration officer to take his sweet
time to go through each passenger. On
this particular day, a couple reached the
counter only to be told that they could
not go through until they filled out—
guess what?—the health form! Being a
woman with aggressive PR skills, the
wife managed to convince the unsmiling
immigration officer to let them go. That’s
Bangalee tenacity for you!

If you thought the worst was over,
think again. Another shock awaits when
you sit for almost an hour with no sign

been a change in shift of the Biman staff
handling luggage, and you were part of
the unlucky crowd to have arrived during
the lapse between the two shifts. I feel
embarrassed on behalf of my country
when I'look at the Korean woman looking
expectantly at the carousel and feel
obliged to tell her that it will be a while.
During our brief encounter, she says,

A “There is so much mismanagement!” and
I tell her she should complain with no
ILLUSTRATION: 1 h h lai N
BIPLOB clue as to whom she can complain to. “No
CHAKROBORTY use complaining; we just stay silent and

wait—this is how it is all the time here,”
she remarks. I feel defeated and wonder
what foreigners think of us when they go
through this horrendous experience every
time they travel. I feel like telling them:

this is not how we are—we are better than
this; things were better before; things will
get better.

Of course, I can’t, because I am
no longer sure. [ don’t, for instance,
understand why, before the flight to
Singapore on April 28, we had to wait over
two hours at the gate because the Danish
Crown Princess, who had been on a
three-day visit, was leaving Dhaka and the
security protocol required all flights to be
suspended until she left—at least this is
what an airport staffer told us. There were
old people, people with serious medical
conditions who were going to Singapore
for treatment, little babies screaming in
exhaustion—all waiting until the flight
would be announced. I wonder if any
other international airport would suspend
flights and cause such delays for a foreign
dignitary. I am quite sure the princess
would be horrified to know such misery
was caused to so many passengers on her
account.

[ also don’t understand why the
cleaners just peripherally sweep the
middle of the fairly clean floors and
refuse (o clean the grime plastered on
the seats at the boarding gates and in the
bathrooms. They are, after all, paid to do
this job, right? And I don’t understand
why the microphone inside the gate area
is broken and not fixed, which is why the
staff couldn’t tell us that we had to wait
for two hours. Most importantly, I don’t
understand why it feels like a battle zone
every time we try to enter the airport, with
no staff to bring some order to the traffic
jam of vehicles trying to get into the
entrance or the crowd of people waiting
outside.

Mr Salman F Rahman has sternly
said that if, after his visits, complaints
regarding the airport continue, severe
actions will be taken. If such strictness
is indeed imposed on the airport staff
and officials who supervise them, there
may be some hope for us minions, and
foreign visitors will not be resigned to just
accepting poor quality service at Hazrat
Shahjalal International Airport.

Rupali Bank Ltd.

Procurement Division
Head Office

Sadharan Bima Tower, (Level -7) 37/A, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000

of your suitcases with the characteristic
yellow and green ribbons doing the
rounds on the conveyer belt. You look at
all the foreigners watching the carousel
with resigned faces as the minutes tick
by. A little bird (obviously a staff member)
informs us that the reason for the more-
than-usual delay is because there has

offers to help fill up the form. He writes
down all the details of your passport, but
for some reason does not even bother to
ask for your Covid vaccination certificate
to write down when you took your first
and second doses or enquire whether
you have any symptoms. Interesting. So
why are we filling a health form, exactly?

Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Commission -
Securities Commission Bhaban :i!m:
E-6/C Agargaon, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar f e
Administrative Area, Dhaka-1207, Bangladesh

Telephone: +880247121284 ; e-mail: ho-procurement@rupalibank.org ;
Website: www.rupallibank.com.bd
Ref No: HO/Procurement/ICT/2022/630 |

| Tender No : HO/ICT/2022/20 | Dated: 12.05.2022 |

MName ol work Tender Selling | Tender Price Last Date & Time for Tender/Proposal
Laust Dute und | (Non Refundable) | Tender & Security Opening Time
Time Submission (Helundable)
Supply, Installation, Testing & 30/05/2022 Th. 3.500/- (Three 31/05/2022 31/05/2022
Commissioning of 101 sets PC, 77 Up to Thousand Five Time : 03:00 PM Time : 03:30 PM
sets UPS (OfMline, 650VA), 48 sets| Time : 05:00 Hundred Only) | TK- 200,000 /- (Two Lac
uUrs (Offline, 1200V A), 10 sets Laser rm Only)
Printer (Tray-1), 10 sets Network
Printer (Tray-2), 03 Sets Scanner
{A4), and 07 Sets Monitor (18.57) for
Different Divisions of Head Office
and Different branches, Zonal offices
of Dhaka North Divisional Office and
Dhaka Sowth Divisional Office,
Rupali Bank Ltd.
Note; Details in Rupali Bank Limited Web Site: https://www.rupalibank.com.bd (Sianed)
igne
Kazi Md. Wahidul Islam

General Manager
Rupali Bank Ltd.
Procurement Division.
Head Office, 5th Floor
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PATUAKHALI SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY UNIVERSITY

&
BANGLADESH AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY

I Lel
QA%L; Advertisement for PhD Applications ‘“jf
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8 PhD Scholarships Available under Work Package 1.2 .3 & 4 (WP1, WP2Z, WP3 & WP4)

The Faculty of Fisheries and Faculty of Business Administration of the Patuakhali Science and
Technology University, Bangladesh in collaboration with the Faculty of Fisheries and Faculty of
Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology of Bangladesh Agricultural University and Department of
Food and Resource Fconomics, University of Copenhagen, Denmark hereby invite interested and
qualified cilizens ol Bangladesh (holding MS/ MSc degree or equivalent) (o submil applications [or 8
PhD scholarships related to the DANIDA financed project “Climate-friendly and climate-resilient
prawn farming in Bangladesh (ECOPRAWN)”. Swudents will get a possibility of attaining a double
degree from Bangladesh and Denmark.

Details procedures ol application will be available at www .pstu.ac.bd and www .bau.edu.bd. For further
query, please contact with 01716287109 (Professor Badiuzzaman), 01712006293 (Protessor Dr.
Mohammad Mahfujul Haque), 01734128911 (Dr. Md. Akhtaruzzaman Khan) and 01792171772
{Profcssor Dr, Mohammad Lokman Ali).

Deadline for application: 15 June, 2022

Prolessor Badiuzzaman
Patuakhali Science and Technology University
and

GD- 956 Country Coordinator, ECOPRAWN Project
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
Medical Education & Family Welfare Division
Directorate General of Family Planning
Clinical Contraception Services Delivery Program
6, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.

Memo No. DGFP/CCSDP/Tender/SP/567/2021-2022/1787 Date: 10/05/2022

Request for Expression of Interest (EOI) for Selection of A Non-Government Organization/Firm
for Procurement of LARC & PM Services in Hard to Reach and low performing Area by
Roving Team through outsourcing,

A2-db,00,0000,00, 3, 00b, 55,833 ORI | e 383p

EFIE Sosy AE GE AGER = NS ger 93e HeEE gy ey v o o o, o Ryme wweem el gnd
Frs e WA s Fdfee w9 oo

sfejefeTeml AL FIBFIR
of fague wEefery
6 - =l
LT HDAETH, Gt
www.hajj.gov.bd

23 (T 2033

033 FEF ol ey [Rwfe

(NCT/SFB) — ki L
[ 1. | Ministry/Division Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, arameta e [ Frwr mﬁmﬁﬂfimma' o T w@g:"
. Medical Education & Family Welfare Division. By it ka ™
2. | Agency Directorate General of Family Planning (DGFP). AT A Mo (20393 W (7 20393 yore AIFE Fafee A99 ToUd €38 Ae-FEeEE FHeE
| 3. | Name of Procuring Entity Line Director, Clinical Contraception Services Delivery Program. i 26,538 e
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Selection of PM Services in Hard to Reach and low performing Areas by Roving ®) ﬂﬁmﬂﬂ% N sziiipqm m‘ﬁ! mf f &g?ﬁmﬁw Wﬁ mm'; 5 &3 o1ere t,; ﬂ
Team through outsourcing-Time Based FA AN APTAE AT @ FH FAT TR G AT AT e wie e 19 s wea Anes s
7. | EOI Ref. No. DGFP/CCSDP/Tender/SP/567/2021-2022/1787 NP SR SPETAS, DI TR SR
8. | Date 10/05/2022 (%) | AT o W T @ FTE 40 (S A1 M 4y AW SIS @3¢ A4S 919 q5IS G (F A o) ©rd A
KEY INFORMATION B’ Ffee gems 7 st aifem Far R=ies BRds Gt o == At
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the firm(s)/organizations; (d) Up-to-date Audited financial Reports of weTEES Teiiices TS q-Afie e g (Fenaeii) det SaE) oA SeE e @rai 490e ) @ e 5 6
the firm(s)/organizations; (e) up-to-date VAT & AIT Certificate (f) SATZ T LA, 203 $72 97 W 21T 76 @ ewAg YA [EAE, 2033 (07 G Faw 3fife R e
| Others Related Documents, (g) The expression of inferest must be 03,064,303 W3 8oo FH7 AWy wATe Ruf wped Fams 3R A wrehne ¢ By FRfEweR FEara g
submitted hard copy in pdf format and also submitted soft copy in S AR o TEAEAE WS T
pen-drive. (@)  Fww N%'ﬂ;ﬂ Frefew o Fwrae ewfrs ste-Gafrs ﬁéﬂ&:a e M(ngfen FIFT B AT 2033
xam; : : e /T 75 AR .8 Tl @ TEE AR s o BATER A T A -
16. | Affiliation with Intenational | Encouraged frafes araP 2aad ono,oou(;l[;:qkm'éﬂ Bl TS BIG fwie SACS 9041 W4 QemTEA (@10) ofad, sy fe
service delivery organization SRSTHIHR T A6 TENIa) (R0 S NS 7 T O] (G OIS A SHI U G Fa A (IR A b1
17. | EOI Detail Information: ST 2 1A A
. Ref No Phasing of Location of Activities Indicative Indicative (® @iy IR ge-Fefe afr oft ge-faes 3fen T30 5, S GRET INE 55-A18E SR IR 8E)
Services Start Date Completion AT, HE-fAIET E SIS eo,q¢3.00 ([ TEE e qrwE) BT T4 08 ¢,000.00 (N WETR) G @R w03
. Date =EMHE wa, 903,00 (HB™ IOTH AAS ) TRE @S AW T TE|
18. | Contract N/A Hard-to-Reach 13 districts/ Rural June, 2022 | June, 2023 (9) TR v N A P A 0w (I A AR 9 R STl gae A A g3 bR e s ) v e
| Package No. areas, i.e. Sunamganj, Sirajgonj, RRC e vy wm“ G e W m Em;;m tsbadblh
SP/02 Chattogram, Bandarban, Noakhali O i S i e o D i i i B e b i bl
St ! ) THETE TS T I 492 W G G ACH (@1 TR #EE A wtee g =9 sty e @)
Bhola, Patuakhali, Netrokona, (F) 76 & @A [T WA 303 € TG 6 AT PRI, 3033 (WG AT 8.8 WqrEE WA ArOF T& Qe
Jamalpur, Habiganj, Brahmanbaria, AT ATEAAT AT AEAT R ey S/ feeE 43 THREATE AT 5 TS A fiEeE
| | Khagrachari and Rangamati FOIAICE 4WS A S Srm A0S T TEAIAl AlY 7 A Tt (@ BETe A FAEA ¢ piEa e ATEwd
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS FACH 932 UfF 48 T 95T #2E o areil® ¢ wer Wi, 619 SR o FAE)
[ 19. | Name of the Official Inviting | Dr. Nurun Nahar Begum {h) werqries wEl arefm Aee «ffe wu jferesEs aafm A mes Account @3 W wfdfs @m0 RS 20d)
EOI I TGAICSIN/SAFAS G 1 JAfersts/Mass AT Gl ol ol 3l a3 A1 S1 28IRe T a3 wwhs
20. Des?iignaﬁon of the Official Line Director, Clinical Contraception Services Delivery Program ;ﬁ‘ﬁ B 0 QE:WT ﬁlbmmﬁ ;;ﬁ m?f ﬁ:: ;?':ﬁ Ra AN I e . PO war
lnwiting EOI - L @ e e stmee s e -y @ s o e v €ae BiEees I e saqeiie @94 49t
| 21. | Address of the Official Inviting Dlre-::torate General of Family Planning (DGFP) | WEA AT TG FACE AT A1 @ ¥AAR (P19 g T2 o gord atordhy G SR w0 ik g¥e 9
LOI {Il' floor), 6, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215 (%) oA AR O e oy anes B0 gy ware o) s B0 aww see Shefis e afefie 50 g2
22. | Contact Details of the Official | Tel. No. §8-02-58152311 E-mail: cesdpdgtp@gmail .com ¥ 70 wrRwEEnT of Fawe wmerey 93 @A T e e ofew e s e ww)
Inviting EO (%) 3033 A W AT (34 TG AW DAaegs T5 GIEHE f(9na 974 7o TAe 992 G S1H0e Tardl cofFs S90S
o - - z ~ At
23. ?} Il: pmgufm;,rd e;.:l)l.ly rhes;r;es the rig;-.t to as:cE]:lt or reject all EOI's M - @ T st N —— —_—
B Suomit S Do PRt unOpRTes A sV o8l T FEATES T @ ElE eify v we

@57
Dr. Nurun Nahar Begum
Line Director
Clinical Contraception Services Delivery Program
Directorate General of Family Planning
GD-948 6, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.

fEfs-nex BraZe: morahajsection@gmail.com

ST AT TR =1E
Tomle
I +brbr-8-GE 36355




C%‘tar DHAKA FRIDAY MAY 13, 2022, BAISHAKH 30, 1429 BS

IPL
Bangalore vs Punjab
Live from 08:00 pm

w13

Head coach Russell Domingo and pace bowling coach Allan
Donald keep an eagle eye as Najmul Hossain Shanto ducks under
a bouncer from Shoriful Islam during a practice session of the
Bangladesh team at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in
Chattogram, where the first Test against Sri Lanka will begin on
Sunday. (Bottom) The Lankans, meanwhile, arrived in the port
city yesterday evening.
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Donald puts faith in ‘testin

SPORTS REPORTER
Pace bowling coach Allan Donald was in
a positive and altogether buoyant mood
about the state of his fast-bowling battery
while speaking to reporters yesterday.
Despite missing Taskin Ahmed for the Sri
Lanka series through injury, Donald saw
promise after observing their willingness
to learn the trade and the technicalities
of bowling in the international area.
He talked about getting the steps right
while focusing on the new ball and then
coming up with tricks for the old ball.

Pacer Khaled Ahmed posted an image
on his Facebook page of Donald pointing
something out to him. Donald’s biggest
challenge will be to create pathways to
the thinking parts of the brain of the fast
bowling unit. In that regard, what Khaled
wrote was a precursor to getting into the
right track. “Tactics require observation,”
Khaled wrote.

Test cricket is all about using the
tools available to get the most desired
outcome, which is wickets. And Donald
was happy with what he has seen so far.

“I'was really impressed with Shoriful
[Islam], especially in the one-dayers. I
saw him in the U-19 World Cup in South
Africa. He was very impressive. He was
already rated highly and then Bangladesh

step-by-step process’

won the World Cup.”

Bangladesh played with four bowlers
but only two pacers in South Africa and
while that decision surprised Donald, he
was more surprised by the heart Fbadot
Hossain and Khaled showed while
bearing the burden of being the only
seamers and keeping the attack going.

“I think the bigger surprise for me was
Ebadot and Khaled. I was surprised by
their engine. Fast-bowling is about huge
guts and determination. I have never
seen two spinners and (wo seamers in
a Test match before, but the way they
conducted themselves... especially in
Durban, where they were magnificent.
Apart from one mad half-hour that
knocked us back, I thought bowling
South Africa out in both Tests was a
fantastic effort. I am delighted with

what I have seen. I think the discussions
that we have in every single training
session, and the lessons we get out from
them, is substantial. I am pleased with
where we are going,” the South African
said.

Donald has been working on the idea
of how to use the new ball and then
prepare for the old ball. Bangladesh have
not started well with the new ball in the
last couple of Tests and Donald focused
on the right channels that the bowlers
need to target. The art of reverse swing
is almost entirely new to the fast bowlers
in the country but for Donald it was an
optimal tool in home conditions.

“I think on pitches like this, from
my experience of playing in Pakistan,
India and Sri Lanka, [the focus| was
much straighter lines. Your new ball is

Abahani stumble allows
Kings to go six clear

with a smooth drive after another cutback from Robson on

SPORTS REPORTER

Holders Bashundhara Kings extended their lead in
Bangladesh Premier League with a 2-1 win away to
Bangladesh Police FC at the Shaheed Smriti Stadium in
Rajshahi while title contenders Abahani dropped points
again after a 1I-1 draw against visiting Sheikh Russel KC at

the Sylhet Stadium yesterday.

The results moved Kings six points clear of their

nearest rivals Abahani, having
moved to 38 points from 15
matches, inching ever closer
to a hattrick of titles in the
professional league with only
seven matches left.

On the other hand, it was
another missed opportunity
for Abahani, who recorded
their fifth draw in 15 matches
and are now on 32 points.
The Sky Blues will now try
to pocket all the points
from their remaining seven

matches while praying that e

the Kings drop a few.
Oscar Bruzon’s charges
displayed some crisp passing

the half-hour mark.

inside

Kings played cautiously after resumption to avoid any
injuries ahead of their AFC Cup campaign in India next
week, but appeared to be in control before a fumble in
midfield led to a Police counter and gave them a lifeline.

Ivorian forward Christian Kouakou was brought down

the box by Kings defender
Bishwanth Ghosh, allowing
Brazilian defender Danilo
Quipapa to reduce the margin
from the spot in the 82nd
minute.

Meanwhile, six-time
champions Abahani
struggled against a
rejuvenated Sheikh Russel
on a rain-soaked pitch in
Sylhet, but struck first in

the 34th minute through
Mehedi Hasan Royal after
Daniel Colindres and
Raphael Augusto built up
the attack from the left.
However, with the clock
ticking into the final seconds

and controlled the game against Police
before taking the lead in the 12th minute. A nice build-up
from the left led to Robson Robinho eventually finding his
way into the box and squaring for Matin Mia. But it was
new Brazilian signing Miguel Ferreira who drove home after
Matin failed to connect with the ball inside the box.

With Police attempting to hit them on the counter,
Miguel hammered another goal home, doubling the lead

of stoppage time in the second half, 10-man Sheikh Russel
won (wo successive corners and cashed in on the latter, with
former Abahani forward Dipok Roy heading home a corner
from Khalekuzzaman.

At the Shaheed Dhirendranath Datta Stadium in
Cumilla, hosts Mohammedan suffered a 3-1 defeat against
Saif SC while Sheikh Jamal defeated Rahmatganj 1-O at the
Shaheed Flight Lt Matiur Rahman Stadium in Munshigan,j.

absolutely crucial. Just the emphasis for
the last couple of days of training was
how important that new ball is, where we
need to find the hot zone and invest in

it a lot longer. Not to look for glory balls,
in-swing, out-swing. We have to stick to
the process.

“The biggest thing here is old-ball
bowling. Today was all about the old ball.
Every training session, I put an emphasis
on getting the ball to reverse and to be
really patient and creative with the old
ball. I don’t have to tell these lads about
bowling in their conditions. They know
what to expect. But the overall patience,
persistence and creativity that we bring is
going to be tested.

“Irealised this week that your length
needs to be a bit fuller with the new ball.
We have to get the best out of it in the
first 30 overs, like when we had Sri Lanka
to 40 for three. The other thing is ball

conditioning. It is very sweaty and humid.

Typical sub-continental conditions.
After 30 overs, [it is crucial| how much
patience and discipline we can show by
building that pressure. When the ball
gets old, the reverse swing issue needs to
come in. So it is a step-by-step process.
It is going (o be testing. Discipline,
mentality and creativity is going to be
huge,” he concluded.

Messi beats
Ronaldo, James

REUTERS

Lionel Messi was the world’s highest-paid athlete
over the last year, according to the annual Forbes
list released on Wednesday that had the Paris
Saint-Germain forward ahead of the NBA’s
LeBron James and Manchester United’s Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Messi earned $130 million, a figure which
includes $55 million of endorsements, during the
12-month period ended May 1, 2022, to sit atop

the list of the 10 highest-paid athletes a
year after finishing second to Irish
- MMA fighter Conor McGregor.
Los Angeles Lakers forward

James was next on the list after

bringing home a combined

$121 million, shattering the
$96.5 million record for an

NBA player that he set last

year, while Portugal captain

Ronaldo earned $115 million to
sit third.
Brazilian footballer Neymar ($95
million) and three-time NBA champion
Stephen Curry ($92.8 million) rounded out the
top five.

NBA player Kevin Durant ($92 million) was
sixth while Swiss tennis great Roger Federer was
third with total earnings of $90.7 million.

The final three spots on the list went to
Mexican boxer Canelo Alvarez ($90 million),
seven-time Super Bowl champion Tom Brady
($83.9 million) and reigning NBA Finals Most
Valuable Player Giannis Antetokounmpo ($80.9
million).

De Bruyne
‘beyond pertect’

REUTERS

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola praised
Kevin De Bruyne for his goal-scoring form

and said the midfielder was enjoying finding

the back of the net after he smashed four past
Wolverhampton Wanderers in a 5-1 win on
Wednesday.

“What can I say? In the second part of the
season, he has been beyond perfect,” Guardiola
told reporters. “He has always been a guy who is
so generous and has the sense to make an assist,
but I think this season he has the sense to be
prolific and score goals.

“He won the game against Chelsea, he scored a
goal against Madrid and has been scoring decisive
goals... I have the feeling he thinks: ‘Tlike when my
teammates come to hug me because I scored a
goal’. It's good.”

The Belgium international has scored 19 goals
in all competitions this season, his best tally in a
City shirt. He has also provided 13 assists.

PHOTO: REUTERS

Inter Milan players celebrate lvan Perisic’s (2nd from R) second goal which led Inter Milan to a 4-2 victory
over Juventus after extra time in the Italian Cup final at the Stadio Olimpico in Rome on Wednesday. This
was the eighth overall Italian Cup title for the Nerazzurri and their first in 11 years while the defeat for
Juventus means the Old Lady from Turin will end the season trophyless for the first time since 2011.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Finland moves
to join Nato

Russia warns of ‘military’
retaliation measures; Sweden
likely to follow Helsinki’s suit

AGENCIES

Finland must apply to join the Nato military alliance
“without delay”, its president and prime minister said
yesterday, in a historic policy shift triggered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Moscow said the move was a threat to it and warned
it was ready to respond. But Finland’s neighbour Sweden
is also close to a decision on asking to join Nato after
decades of following a neutral path.

Russia has partly tried to justify its invasion of Ukraine
as a means to protect itself from Nato’s eastwards
expansion.

However, Finnish President Sauli Niinisto said Russian
President Vladimir Putin was responsible for Helsinki’s
decision. “You caused this. Look at the mirror,” he said
prior to yesterday’s announcement.

“Nato membership would strengthen Finland’s
security. As a member of Nato, Finland would strengthen
the entire defence alliance,” said a joint statement by
Niinisto and Prime Minister Sanna Marin.

After the announcement, Niinisto spoke with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, who lauded
Finland’s readiness to apply for Nato membership.

The Finnish parliament will debate the announcement
on Monday. A majority of lawmakers have already
signalled their support for membership.

Nato Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said any
accession process would be “smooth and swift” and that

“Nato membership would strengthen
Finland’s security. As a member of
Nato, Finland would strengthen the
entire defence alliance.”

Finland “would be warmly welcomed”.

Neighbouring Sweden, which like Finland has been
military non-aligned for decades, is also expected to
announce its decision in the coming days, very likely
at a meeting on Sunday of Prime Minister Magdalena
Andersson’s Social Democratic Party.

Russia, which had repeatedly warned both countries
against joining the alliance, said yesterday a Finnish
entry into Nato was “definitely” a threat to it.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters:
“Nato expansion does not make our continent more
stable and secure.”

Everyone wanted to avoid a direct clash between Nato
and Russia but Moscow was prepared to make a “decisive
response” to any side that tried to hinder Russia’s
operation in Ukraine, he said.

Russia’s foreign ministry said Moscow would be
“forced to take reciprocal steps, military-technical and
other, to address the resulting threats to its national
security”.

Poland and the Baltics welcomed Finland’s
announcement. Pentagon said it would not be difficult to
integrate Finland into Nato, reports Reuters.

Russian forces continued to pound areas in Ukraine’s
northern region. Three people were killed and 12 others
wounded in the early hours of yesterday in a Russian
strike on a school in Chernigiv.

The UN Human Rights Council yesterday passed a
resolution to set up an inquiry into the allegations of
abuses by Russian troops in Ukraine.

Pressure on Europe to secure alternative gas supplies
increased yesterday after Moscow imposed sanctions
on European subsidiaries of state-owned Gazprom and
Ukraine stopped a gas transit route, pushing prices
higher.

Large vessels are tied to the pillars of a bridge at Trimohony, Khilgaon, in the capital. Civil engineers say this practice can damage the bridge because the pillars are not
designed to withstand the pull of such vessels.

ROAD CRASHES DURING EID RUSH

Motorbike accidents
drove up death toll

Say two road salety platforms, advise govt to discourage
use of bikes, improve public transport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Road crashes and deaths during
the Fid rush saw a sharp rise
this year compared to last

year mainly due to an increase
in motorbike accidents, two
road safety organisations said
yesterday.

Though the Fid journey was
relatively smooth this year,
the number of deaths in road
crashes went up by around 20
percent than that of previous
year, they said.

The platforms suggested that
the government takes action to
discourage use of motorcycles
and improve the public
transport system to reduce road
accidents.

They blamed the use of
motorbikes for Eid journeys,
faulty vehicles, reckless driving,
operation of slow-moving

vehicles on highways and
disregard for traffic rules for
the rise in road accidents and
deaths.

Bangladesh Jatri Kalyan
Samity and Road Safety
Foundation yesterday published
their reports on road crashes
during Fid rush. They collected

information from media reports.

The two platforms, however,
said the actual figures would be
much higher as many accidents
go unreported.

The journeys to and from
home were quite smooth this
time as there was not much
hassle, except the return trips
in the last couple of days. But
the sharp rise in road crashes
and deaths has dampened the
positive development.

According to the Jatri Kalyan
Samity, at least 416 people were
killed and 844 injured in 372

A capped langur spotted on a tree branch in Anandapara village of Tangail’s Ghatail upazila.
Locals said the animal reached the village on a truck carrying bananas. The village is around

30km away from the Madhupur forest. The photo was taken recently.

PHOTO: SK ENAMUL HAQ

road accidents in 15 days from
April 26, meaning around 28
people died every day.

The organisation said road
crashes and deaths were 14.51
percent and 22.35 percent
higher respectively compared
to the figures of the last year’s
Fid-ul-Fitr.

At least 145 people were
killed in 164 accidents
involving motorbikes, meaning
motorcycles were involved in
44.08 percent of the crashes and
34.85 percent of the deaths.

Samity Secretary General
Mozammel Hoque Chowdhury
made the information public at
a press conference at the Dhaka
Reporters Unity yesterday.

He said Eid journey this
time was relatively smooth
due to operations of some 25
lakh motorbikes and 40 lakh

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Cops should
be more

careful

SC says about
protection of
human rights

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The Supreme Court in
the full text of a verdict
has observed that the
police personnel should
be more cautious about
maintaining dignity
of their profession and
protecting people’s human
rights.
“The police personnel

should keep in mind
that the police force
being specially trained
as a disciplined force
enjoys extra benefits and
protection. It is maintained
by the government
with the people’s tax
money for the purpose
of serving them. So, the
police personnel should
be more cautious about
maintaining dignity of

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
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SRI LANKAN CRISIS
A cautionary tale

for Bangladesh

Eminent economist
Muinul Islam tells Star

GOLAM MORTOZA
Sri Lanka is going through a period of political
unrest amid its ongoing economic crisis.

———— Initiating largescale mega

projects based on foreign loans,

reduction of remittance
through legal channels,
the negative impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic on
| tourism and a plethora of
| other factors contributed
to this ill fate.
In terms of economic
indicators, Bangladesh is
in a much more comfortable
position than Sri Lanka.
However, economic experts are
asking whether the current state will
persist for another four-five years.

In an interview with The Daily Star, Professor
Muinul Islam, Ekushey Padak-winning economist
and former teacher of Chittagong University, said
Bangladesh is in no imminent danger but the
country has started a lot of unnecessary projects.

Besides, if the current trend of greater imports
against exports continues and if the country

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4
FULL INTERVIEW ON WWW.THEDAILYSTAR.NET

MILKY WAY’S CENTRE
Astronomers

reveal first image
of black hole

AFP, Paris
An international

team of astronomers
yesterday unveiled

the first image of a
supermassive black hole
at the centre of our own
Milky Way galaxy -- a
cosmic body known as
Sagittarius A*.

The image -- produced by a global team of
scientists known as the Event Horizon Telescope
(EHT) Collaboration -- is the first, direct visual
confirmation of the presence of this invisible
object, and comes three years after the very first
image of a black hole from a distant galaxy.

“It’s very exciting to show you today this
best-ever image” of Sagittarius A*, EHT project
director Huib van Langevelde told a press
conference in Garching, Germany.

Black holes are regions of space where the pull
of gravity is so intense that nothing can escape,
including light.
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