City

12 DHAKA THURSDAY MAY 12, 2022, BAISHAKH 29, 1429 BS

The Daily Star

BUILDING A
SAFER NATION

Building a stronger and

safer nation for 70 years
Our victories are for the people

) BSRM

£ \‘_ building & aaler natio

e Wi

ROOPPUR
NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Proud SHAH

. CEMENT
Construction
Partner

Bangladesh
not in any
Chinese
debt trap

Says Chinese envoy

DIPLOMATIC
CORRESPONDENT

Chinese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Li Jiming
yesterday told reporters
that Bangladesh was not in
any Chinese debt trap.

He made the remark
after a meeting with
Foreign Minister AK Abdul
Momen at the foreign
ministry.

Debt trap is being widely
discussed as Sri Lanka is
facing a serious financial
crisis. One of the factors
that led to the situation
in Sri Lanka is its massive
debt burden.

Momen said Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka were not
comparable because
the latter’s major
source of income came
from tourism, which
was seriously affected
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Working to
bring changes

Says info minister on
draft of Mass Media
Employees Bill

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Hasan Mahmud yesterday
said his ministry was
working to bring some
necessary changes in the
draft of the Mass Media
Employees (Services
Conditions) Bill to make it
a law that would protect
journalists properly.

He was speaking at
a meet the press event
at the Jatiya Press
Club, organised by the
Overseas Correspondents
Association Bangladesh
(OCAB).

The minister said
some flaws were found in
the draft and they were
working to address those
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Soldiers check documents of a driver at a road checkpoint in Colombo yesterday. Sri Lankan police have been ordered to go
on the offensive and use live ammunition to stop rioting, a top official told AFP yesterday, after another night of sporadic arson

attacks.
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Economy will collapse it
no new govt in 2 days

Says Sri Lanka’s central bank chief; president cautions against racial
provocation, pledges to curtail own power; military squashes coup rumours

AFP, Colombo

SriLanka’s economy will “collapse” unless
a new government is urgently appointed,
the central bank chief warned yesterday, as
security forces fanned out on the streets to
restore order after spasms of mob violence.

Police say nine people have died since
Monday, when [rustration at a dire
economic crisis erupted into clashes
between backers and opponents of
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, injuring
more than 200.

Armoured personnel carriers have
carried troops into the capital Colombo
and a heavy security presence commanded
to shoot looters on sight has largely
restored order without sparking further
violence.
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Children bathing in the rain at Peyarabagh slum in the capital’s Moghbazar
yesterday afternoon. Rainwater accumulated on roofs, and then drained out

through pipes, added to their joy.
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But Central Bank Governor Nandalal
Weerasinghe said it was critical that a new
administration take charge by Friday or
the country would suffer a catastrophe.

“The economy will completely collapse
and no one will be able to save it,” he told
reporters.

“The country was fast going down a
slope when I took over just over a month
ago. I thought we were able to apply the
brakes, but with events of Monday the
brakes no longer work.”

Shortly after taking over as the bank’s
chief in April, Weerasinghe announced a
default on Sri Lanka’s $51 billion external
debt, saying the country had no money to
pay its creditors.

He said political stability was vital to
implement the reforms needed to address

Sri Lanka’s snowballing debt crisis and
the acute shortage of foreign exchange to
import essentials.

A nationwide curfew is still in effect
and the streets of the capital Colombo
were almost deserted yesterday aside from
soldiers manning checkpoints.

Several roads were still partially blocked
by the charred remains of buses that had
been set alight by anti-government crowds.

The heavy security presence has
brought widespread public unease,
prompting Sri Lanka’s top military official
to publicly deny speculation of a looming
coup.

A small crowd continued to defy the
curfew near President Rajapaksa’s seafront
office, where a protest camp has for the
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Hajj package

oets costlier

Fees hiked by Tk 1 1akh
from Tk 3.62 lakh in 2020

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To perform hajj under government management
this year, pilgrims will have to spend at least Tk
4,62,150, about Tk 1 lakh more than it cost in
2020.

A bit more expensive arrangement will take the
cost to Tk 5,27,340 lakh under the government
management.

State Minister for Religious Affairs Minister
Faridul Haque Khan yesterday announced the
two hajj packages after a meeting of the Executive
Committee on Hajj Management.

Pilgrims under the more expensive
arrangement under package 1 will get
accommodation within 1km of Masjid ul
Haram while those under package-2 will get
accommodation within 1.5km, added the state
minister.

The minimum cost for hajj under private
management would be Tk 4,56,530, the religious
affairs ministry proposed. Costs for most
arrangements have been raised by Tk 1 lakh since
2020.

The state minister said the costs increased
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Al Jazeera journo
shot dead in
Israeli raid

REUTERS, Jenin
An Al Jazeera reporter was shot
dead during an Israeli raid
in the occupied West Bank
yesterday, with Palestinians
oy and the news channel
e ] accusing Israel of killing
her and Israel’s leader
saying she was likely hit
by Palestinian fire.
Shireen Abu Akleh, 51,
a Palestinian-American,
was wearing a press vest
that clearly marked her as a
journalist while reporting in the city
of Jenin, the Qatar-based outlet said.

She was covering the latest arrest operation
launched by the Israeli military amid deadly
Arab attacks in Israel. The death of a prominent,
veteran reporter for the popular news channel
seemed likely to add more fuel to a surging
conflict.

The Israeli military said its troops came under
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