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GREAT BARRIER REEF
Heatwave bleaches

Olpc of it: report

AFP, Sydney

COLONIAL-ERA SEDITION LAW

India SC treezes
law until review

AFP, New Delhi

A prolonged summer heatwave in Australia left 91
percent of the Great Barrier Reef’s coral damaged
by bleaching, according to a new government
monitoring report.

It was the first time on record the reef had
suffered bleaching during a I.a Nina weather
cycle, when cooler temperatures would normally
be expected.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority,
which published the report late Tuesday,
conducted extensive surveys of the World
Heritage-listed reef between September 2021 and
March 2022. Of the 719 reefs surveyed, the report

India’s Supreme Court yesterday suspended a colonial-

era sedition law that activists say is often used by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s government to target free speech
and dissent.

Modi’s critics say that the law, which was once used by
Britain to target independence hero Mahatma Gandhi, has
been abused by his government against many journalists,
activists and students.

Section 124A of the Indian penal code gives wide-
ranging powers to the police to arrest people, who can even
face life imprisonment, for an act or speech that “brings
or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or
attempts to excite disaffection towards the government”. said 654  or 91 percent - showed some level of
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