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GREAT BARRIER REEF

Heatwave bleaches 
91pc of it: report
AFP, Sydney

A prolonged summer heatwave in Australia left 91 
percent of the Great Barrier Reef’s coral damaged 
by bleaching, according to a new government 
monitoring report.

It was the first time on record the reef had 
suffered bleaching during a La Nina weather 
cycle, when cooler temperatures would normally 
be expected.

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority, 
which published the report late Tuesday, 
conducted extensive surveys of the World 
Heritage-listed reef between September 2021 and 
March 2022. Of the 719 reefs surveyed, the report 
said 654 -- or 91 percent -- showed some level of 

coral bleaching.
It found that after waters began 
to warm last December, all 

three major regions of the 
reef experienced bleaching 
-- a phenomenon that occurs 
when coral is stressed and 
expels brightly coloured algae 
living in it.

Although bleached corals 
are still alive, and moderately 

affected sections of the reef may 
recover, “severely bleached corals 

have higher mortality rates”, the 
report said.

The report was published 10 days before 
Australia’s May 21 federal election, in which 
climate change policy has emerged as a key issue 
for voters.

COLONIAL-ERA SEDITION LAW

India SC freezes 

law until review
AFP, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court yesterday suspended a colonial-
era sedition law that activists say is often used by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government to target free speech 
and dissent.

Modi’s critics say that the law, which was once used by 
Britain to target independence hero Mahatma Gandhi, has 
been abused by his government against many journalists, 
activists and students.

Section 124A of the Indian penal code gives wide-
ranging powers to the police to arrest people, who can even 
face life imprisonment, for an act or speech that “brings 
or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or 
attempts to excite disaffection towards the government”.

“The rigours of Section 124A (are) not in tune with the 
current social milieu, and was intended for a time when this 
country was under the colonial 
regime,” India’s chief justice 
NV Ramana, part of a three-
judge bench hearing a petition 
against the law, said.

Ramana asked the 
government not to file any 
new sedition cases and pause 
ongoing sedition investigations.

“All pending trials, appeals 
and proceedings” under 
sedition, the court said, “be kept in abeyance” until the “re-
examination of the provision is complete”.

The government had said Monday that it had decided 
to “re-examine and reconsider” the law but it remained in 
force.

The top court also urged people jailed for sedition to 
approach local courts for bail.  India’s official data says 236 
people faced sedition charges between 2018 and 2020.

The law has long been misused by all Indian political 
parties in power but critics say Modi’s Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has widened its scope, including to target 
minorities and ideological dissenters.

India sparked global outrage last year after 22-year-old 
climate change activist Disha Ravi was arrested for sedition 
for allegedly creating a “toolkit” to aid anti-government 
farmer protests.

New Delhi relaxes 
rules for coal mines

AGENCIES

India’s environment ministry has 
allowed coal mines with clearances to 
increase output by 40 percent to step 
up production by up to 50 percent 
without seeking feedback from locals, it 
said in a memo reviewed by Reuters.

The decision was taken after a 
request from the coal ministry which 
pointed to “huge pressure on domestic 
coal supply in the country,” the 
ministry said in a memo dated May 7, 
adding that the “special dispensation” 
will be valid for six months.

India is also planning to reopen 
more than 100 coal mines previously 
considered financially unsustainable, as 

the worst power crisis in over six years 
driven by a scorching heatwave forces 
the world’s third-biggest greenhouse 
gas emitter to double down on the fuel 
after months of low consumption.

The projects “shall be granted 
expansion environmental clearance to 
increase their production capacity to 
50 percent of original capacity within 
the same mine lease area without 
requiring revised environmental 
impact assessment report for 
additional capacity and public 
consultation,” the memo read.

India, the world’s second-largest 
producer, importer and consumer of 
coal, addresses nearly 75 percent of its 
electricity requirement using coal.

An image grab from 
footage distributed 
by  Al-Jazeera TV 
shows a reporter 
reacting (R) as the 
channel’s veteran 
journalist Shireen 
Abu Aqleh (Akleh) is 
seen on the ground 
after being shot in 
the face in Jenin in 
the occupied West 
Bank, yesterday. 
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past month maintained a 
vigil calling on him to step 
down.

“We want the whole 
Rajapaksa clan out because 
they are so, so corrupt. 
They have been eating into 
Sri Lanka like a caterpillar 
eating into some fruit,” 
activist Kaushalya Fernando 
told AFP.

In a televised address to 
the nation, Rajapaksa said 
he was willing to curtail 
his own powers in the 
interests of forming a unity 
government to navigate Sri 
Lanka out of the crisis.

“I appeal to all to support 
me to ensure that the 
country does not collapse 
and we are able to prove the 
essentials to all,” he said.
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heavy fire during the 
Jenin operation. Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett, 
in a statement, said “it 
appears likely that armed 
Palestinians - who were 
firing indiscriminately at 
the time - were responsible 
for the unfortunate death 
of the journalist.”

The Palestinian health 
ministry said Abu Akleh 
had been hit in the head 
by gunfire. Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas 
and Al Jazeera described 
her death as blatant, cold-
blooded murder by Israeli 
forces.


