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FEASIBILITY STUDY 

BRIEF

The four parts of the project 
include creating awareness, 
arresting lightning, setting 
up shelters and forecasting, 
said Abu Usuf Mohammad 
Rasal, the ministry’s senior 
assistant secretary.

A feasibility study was 
conducted by Dhaka 
University’s meteorology 
department, and some 
northern districts 
including Rajshahi, 
Lalmonirhat, Naogaon and 
districts in haor regions 
were chosen for the project, 
he said.

Contacted, Prof Towhida 
Rashid, founding chair 

of DU’s meteorology 
department, said as a 
part of the programme, 
awareness campaigns will 
be carried out in disaster-
prone areas, so that people 
can act quickly before 
lightning strikes.

“The IoT-based 
lightning arresters will be 
useful in checking whether 
an arrester is working 
properly,” she said.

There will also be a 
signalling system to alert 
farmers ahead of lightning 
strikes, so that they 
can move to safety. The 
arresters will be 10 metres 
high and will be set up 
across the bank of Haor 
areas, she added. 

6 Jamalpur cops
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and he along with his men 
went there on Monday. He 
got into an altercation with 
Jalil and, at one stage, the 
group attacked Jalil and his 
family, said the victims.

Later, Jalil, his wife Laily 
Begum (50), and sons Abu 
Bakar Siddique (30) and 
Wayez Koroni (25) were 
rushed to Sarishabari 
Upazila Health Complex.

Immediately after 
incident, Mujibur filed a 
case with the police station, 
accusing 15 including 
the four injured. Police, 
however, did not take the 
complaint of Jalil’s family 
that day, according to the 
victims. OC Rakibul denied 
the claim.

The OC said Jalil’s 

elder brother Julhash 
Uddin filed a counter case 
accusing nine persons 
on Tuesday night, a 
day after the incident, 
and police arrested two 
persons including Mujibur 
yesterday.

A Jamalpur court 
sent Jalil and his family 
members to jail after police 
arrested them from the 
hospital on Tuesday, said 
the officer.

Dr Debashish 
Rajbongshi, resident 
medical officer of the 
health complex, said police 
arrested the injured after 
they were discharged. But 
the law enforcers did not 
take permission from the 
hospital authorities while 
arresting.

Go slow with
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routes and expanding two 
of the four routes built in 
the first phase by 2050, 
reads the document.

But many city planners 
and transport experts 
termed the move “highly 
ambitious”. They said 
the project would not 
be viable due to huge 
construction, operation 
and maintenance costs.

To build and operate 
the underground railway 
network, BBA last year 
took the initiative to form 
a fully government-owned 
company for implementing 
its plan, even though a 
separate government 
company -- Dhaka Mass 
Transit Company Ltd 
(DMTCL) -- is tasked with 
developing a 130-km 
underground and elevated 
metro rail network in 
Dhaka and adjacent areas.

Documents of 
yesterday’s board meeting 
mentioned that BBA has 
reserved the name “Dhaka 
Subway Company Ltd” with 
the Registrar of Joint Stock 
Companies.

Relevant documents 
for the company have 
already been prepared, and 
BBA’s legal consultant has 
already made necessary 
changes and additions to 
the draft. 

Despite all this, the 
meeting did not give the go 

ahead, said a participant of 
the meeting.

DMTCL is now building 
a metro rail line, while 
works for two other ones 
will start soon, he said, 
seeking anonymity, adding 
that in this situation, 
construction of the subway 
will deteriorate traffic 
movement.

Besides, the subway 
project would require a 
huge amount of money, 
so authorities will go 
through with the move 
once funds are managed, 
he mentioned.

Monjur Hossain, 
executive director of 
BBA, however, said they 
just informed the board 
about their move to form a 
separate company. “When 
the government takes the 
final decision regarding 
the subway’s construction, 
the issue of forming the 
company would surface,” 
he told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Besides, he said the 
feasibility study has not 
been finished yet.

Instructed by Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
BBA started the feasibility 
study in September 2018. 
Led by Spanish firm 
TYPSA, a consortium is 
conducting the study, 
which is expected to end 
next month.

Dedicated company
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of works: the river training 
saw 92 percent progress, 
and carpeting 91 percent. 
The overall progress of 
the project is 93.5 percent. 
The rest of the works will 
be completed within this 
month, he said.

The minister, however, 
ruled out that the bridge 
would be opened on 
June 23, the founding 
anniversary of Awami 
League.

Replying to another 
question, he said they 
would send a summary 
with a proposal to name 
the bridge “Sheikh Hasina 
Padma Bridge”. Earlier, the 
premier rejected such a 
proposal. 

He said it would not 
be possible to start both 
rail and road operation 
simultaneously due 
to “technical reasons”. 
Installation of the rail track 
on the lower deck of the 
bridge will start in July, he 
added.

DEDICATED COMPANY

The government last month 
decided that a foreign 
joint venture of Korea 
Expressway Corporation 
and China Major Bridge 
Engineering Company will 
act as the service provider 
for maintenance and toll 
collection for five years.

The organisations will 
do the work for about Tk 
693 crore.

Although the companies 
will operate and maintain 
the bridge for now, there 
would be technology 
transfer between the joint 
venture and local staffers, 
said Monjur Hossain, 
executive director of BBA.

“So, we will require a 
separate company with 
dedicated manpower, and 
the board today [yesterday] 
approved a proposal in this 
regard,” he told The Daily 
Star. 

However, approval from 
top authorities would 
be required to form the 
company, he added. 

HC to get new
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The total number of 
pending cases in the HC 
was 4,52,963 till December 
31, 2020. That year, 97 
HC judges were serving, 
according to an annual 
report of the SC. Last year’s 
data could not be known, as 
the updated annual report 
has not been published yet.

SC sources said many 
lawyers, deputy attorney 
generals and lower-court 

judges have been pursuing 
and lobbying to get 
appointed as HC judges. 
Around 20 judges may be 
appointed.

Talking to The Daily Star 
on May 6, newly elected 
president of Supreme 
Court Bar Association Md 
Momtaz Uddin Fakir said 
he had talked to the chief 
justice and law minister for 
appointing new judges to 
the HC.

Registration for 
Edutube quiz 
contest begins
CITY DESK

The inaugural programme of Edutube Quiz 
Contest 2022 with the participation of 
secondary school students was organised by 
EATL on Tuesday at a city hotel.

The event was presided over by MA Mubin 
Khan, managing director, Ethics Advance 
Technology Ltd. Education Minister Dipu Moni 
was present as chief guest. Shyam Sundar Sikder, 
chairman, BTRC, and Prof Md Mashiur Rahman, 
VC of National University, were also present. 
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Shawkat Ali 
Chowdhury 
passes away
CITY DESK

Veteran 
banker 
Shawkat Ali 
Chowdhury 
passed 
away at his 
residence in 
Uttara on April 25. He was 
75 years old. 

He became managing 
director of IFIC bank in 
1994. He joined as the 
founder MD of Dutch 
Banla Bank Limited in 
1995 and played his role till 
1998. He also served as the 
executive president of Al 
Baraka Bank (Bangladesh) 
Limited during 2001-2002. 

Sharif Uddin 
Ahmed no 
more
CITY DESK

Brig Gen 
(retd) Sharif 
Uddin 
Ahmed 
passed away 
on April 
28. Born 
in Feni in 1945, he was a 
cadet of the 6th batch of 
Foujdarhhat Cadet College.   

He joined Pakistan 
Military Academy under its 
39th PMA long course and 
got commissioned as an 
army officer.

In his 25 years of 
military career, as a 
lieutenant colonel, he 
served as the personal 
secretary to the chief of 
army staff and, later, the 
president of Bangladesh. 
As brig general, he was 
posted as military attache 
to the US for almost 4 
years from 1985, where he 
was awarded the Legion of 
Merit. He also served as the 
military secretary of army. 
He was also the president 
of ISSB.
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