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president goes,” he added.
A mob assaulted a top 

police officer and torched 
his vehicle near the prime 
minister’s official residence 
in the capital Colombo 
yesterday.

In another sign of 
rapidly deteriorating 
security, vigilante groups 
blocked the main road to 
Colombo’s airport and 
stopped all traffic to check 
for any Rajapaksa loyalists 
trying to leave the island, 
witnesses said.

Thousands of angry 
protesters stormed 
Mahinda’s official 
residence on Monday night, 
and the former premier 
had to be rescued in a pre-
dawn military operation 
yesterday, firing tear gas 
and warning shots.

Mahinda and his family 
have taken shelter at a 
naval base in Trincomalee 
in the north-east part of 
the island nation, sources 
told NDTV.

Despite the attack on 
his residence, Mahinda’s 
son Namal told AFP that 
his father would not flee, 
describing the surge of 
national anger against his 
family as a “bad patch”.

Protesters and a key 
trade group yesterday 
called for a new government 
to take control of the crisis-
hit country as the president 
called for calm.

Sri Lanka has been 
suffering its worst 
economic crisis in history, 
with a severe shortage of 
foreign exchange stalling 
the essential of imports, 
including drugs and fuel. 

For months, its tottering 
economy has been largely 
supported by India, which 
has provided assistance of 
more than $3.5 billion as 
the country began much-
delayed talks with the 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for a rescue 
package and also sought 
help from China.

China and India 
have long jostled for 
influence over Sri Lanka, a 
strategically-located island 
located off the southern tip 
of India with a population 
of 22 million people, 
reports Reuters.

NYT wins 3 
Pulitzer Prizes
REUTERS

The New York Times won 
three Pulitzer Prizes and 
was named as a finalist 
five more times on 
Monday, while its rival the 
Washington Post took the 
public service award and 
Reuters claimed the prize 
for feature photography.

The annual Pulitzers are 
the most prestigious awards 
in US journalism, with 
special attention often paid 
to the public service award.

In feature photography, 
a team of Reuters 
photographers won the 
Pulitzer for coverage of the 
coronavirus pandemic’s toll 
in India.

With three more 
Pulitzers this year, the New 
York Times has won 135 
since the awards were first 
presented in 1917.

The Times took one for 
national reporting for its 
coverage of fatal traffic 
stops by police; another 
for international reporting 
for its examination of the 
failures of the US air war in 
the Middle East; and a third 
for criticism for Salamishah 
Tillet, a contributing critic 
at large, for her writing on 
race in arts and culture.

World could see 1.5C 
of warming in 5 yrs

REUTERS, London

The world faces a 50 percent chance of 
warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels, if only briefly, 
by 2026, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said on Monday.

That does not mean the world 
would be crossing the long-term 
warming threshold of 1.5C (2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit), which scientists have set 
as the ceiling for avoiding catastrophic 
climate change.

But a year of warming at 1.5C could 
offer a taste of what crossing that 
long-term threshold would be like.

“We are getting measurably closer 
to temporarily reaching the lower 
target of the Paris Agreement,” said 
WMO Secretary-General Petteri Taalas, 
referring to climate accords adopted 
in 2015.

The likelihood of exceeding 1.5C 
for a short period has been rising 
since 2015, with scientists in 2020 

estimating a 20 percent chance and 
revising that last year up to 40 percent. 
Even one year at 1.5C of warming can 
have dire impacts, such as killing many 
of the world’s coral reefs and shrinking 
Arctic sea ice cover.

In terms of the long-term average, 
the average global temperature is 
now about 1.1C warmer than the pre-
industrial average.

“Loss and damage associated with, 
or exacerbated by, climate change is 
already occurring, some of it likely 
irreversible for the foreseeable future,” 
said Maxx Dilley, deputy director of 
climate at the WMO.

World leaders pledged under the 
2015 Paris Agreement to prevent 
crossing the long-term 1.5C threshold 
– measured as a multi-decadal average 
– but so far have fallen short on 
cutting climate-warming emissions. 
Today’s activities and current policies 
have the world on track to warm by 
about 3.2C by the end of the century.

Members of Afghanistan’s Powerful Women 
Movement, take part in a protest in Kabul, 
yesterday. About a dozen women chanting “burqa 
is not my hijab” protested in the Afghan capital 
against the Taliban’s order for women to cover 
fully in public, including their faces. PHOTO: AFP

Rare miss for Queen 
AFP, London

Head of state Queen Elizabeth II missed yesterday’s 
ceremonial opening of the UK parliament for 
the first time in nearly 60 years, handing the 
duty to her heir Prince Charles in a clear sign of 
the looming transition of power. Buckingham 
Palace said late Monday she would skip the annual 
showpiece on medical advice, making the decision 

“reluctantly” as she 
continues to experience 
“episodic mobility 
problems”. It is the latest 
in a string of cancelled 
public appearances 
caused by health problems 
and old age indicating her 
record-breaking 70-year 
reign is drawing to a close. 
Charles, the Prince of 
Wales, was accompanied 

at the high-profile state engagement by his eldest 
son, Prince William, who is second-in-line to the 
throne. Charles delivered the Queen’s Speech from 
the consort’s throne, symbolically an inch shorter 
than the monarch’s sovereign throne, and was 
flanked by his wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall 
and son as he read out the government’s agenda. It 
is William’s first time attending the state opening, 
in another clear sign of the family preparing for a 
future beyond Elizabeth and Charles.

Marcos Jr wins big 
REUTERS, Manila

The son of the disgraced late Philippines dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos yesterday vowed to work for 
all people after his stunning election victory, and 
told the world to judge him by his presidency, 
not his family’s past. Ferdinand Marcos Jr, better 

known as “Bongbong”, become the 
first candidate in recent history 

to win an outright majority 
in a Philippines presidential 

election, paving the way for 
a once unimaginable return 
to rule for the country’s 
most notorious political 
dynasty. Marcos fled into 
exile in Hawaii with his family 

during a 1986 “people power” 
uprising that ended his father’s 

autocratic 20-year rule, and has 
served in congress and the senate 

since his return to the Philippines 
in 1991. Voters also elected outgoing President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s daughter Sara as vice president 
by a landslide in a parallel vote. A fully certified 
tally is not expected before May 28.


