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Economy firing
on all cylinders

Shows govt’s provisional data for
FY 2021-22, although economists
remain sceptical

provisional GDP figures for fiscal 2021-22, which do not show a hint of a
pandemic hangover when others are still plodding along.

The Bangladesh economy will grow at a remarkable 7.25 percent this
fiscal year, the third time since fiscal 2006-07 that the GDP growth will
cross the 7 percent-mark, according to the computation made by the

Asani weakens,
moves towards

Indian coast

Farmers fear crop
loss due to rains

STAR REPORT
Severe Cyclonic Storm
Asani lost its strength
yesterday and was moving
towards India’s eastern
coast.
It, however, caused
incessant rains almost
all over Bangladesh,
damaging standing crops
in many districts.
“Though Asani is
still considered a severe
cyclone, it is gradually
weakening and moving
towards Andhra
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Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics based on data until March.

Incredulously, that is exactly the GDP growth target laid out in
fiscal 2021-22’s budget that was announced in June last year -- and
surpasses the projections made by multilateral lenders as recently as
last month.

MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA and
MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

EC undecided

The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund said the
Bangladesh economy would grow at 6.4 percent this fiscal year and the
Asian Development Bank has forecast a 6.9 percent expansion.

“There might be debate about the figure -- it could be 7.3 percent or
7.5 percent or 7.9 percent -- but there is absolutely no doubt that the
economy is on an upward trend,” said Planning Minister MA Mannan
while unveiling the provisional figures after a meeting of the Executive
Committee of the National Economic Council.

The growth momentum is down to the industrial sector, which,
according to the BBS data, is roaring, led by the manufacturing
activities of the large industries, whose output is estimated to grow at
12.87 percent.

And houscholds are lapping up the output, too. Household

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

League high-ups that electronic
voting machines will be used in all
constituencies in the next general

as the BNP vehemently opposes
it while the Election Commission
remains undecided.

BNP leaders alleged that using
EVMs is a new tactic of the ruling
party to “steal votes”. Jatiya Party,
the main opposition in parliament,

CURFEW IN SRI LANKA

Shoot-on-sight ordered

Hundreds defy restrictions; military, police given emergency
powers after clashes kill 8; former PM rescued

AGENCIES

Sri Lanka’s defence ministry
yesterday ordered troops to shoot
on sight people involved in looting
or damaging property, a day after
mobs targeted the homes of ruling-
party politicians.

“Security forces have been
ordered to shoot on sight anyone
looting public property or causing
harm to life,” the ministry said.

The order came after the
government gave emergency
powers to its military and police to
detain people without warrants, as

Monday’s violence left eight people
dead.

Tens of thousands of army,
navy and air force personnel were
deployed to patrol tense streets of
the capital Colombo and elsewhere.

But hundreds of protesters
continued rallying for the president
to quit, including at the “Gota
Go Gama” tent village that was
attacked by ruling party supporters
yesterday.

“Now the whole island is
supporting us,” said Lahiru
Fernando, 36, who has been
camped at the anti-government

protest site for weeks. “They kicked
the wrong generation.”

Speaking to AFP, protester
Chamal Polwattage said: “More
people are coming to the
demonstration site after the
emergency and curfews.

“People are angry about the
attacks launched against us
yesterday [Monday|. Despite the
curfew since yesterday [Monday]
afternoon, we have a lot of
volunteers bringing food and water
for us,” the 25-year-old said.

“We will not go until the
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The recent statements by the Awami

clection have triggered a fresh debate,

also questioned the rationale behind

Chattogram port and
1,160 km southwest of
Payra port, said a weather
bulletin of the Met
department last night.

“It is likely to move in a
north-westerly direction
and weaken into a cyclonic
storm... The maximum
sustained wind speed
within 64 kms of the severe
cyclone centre is about 89
kph rising to 117 kph in
gusts,” it mentioned.

Chattogram, Cox’s
Bazar, Mongla and Payra
ports have been advised

stakeholders.

“How will the polling be held? How
will it be done -- through EVMs or
ballots? How many constituencies
will have voting through EVMs and
how many through ballots? We have
not made any clear decision yet. This
matter is now under review,” said
Chief Election Commissioner Kazi
Habibul Awal yesterday.

Talking to the media at the Election

deploying the voting machines,
pointing out that the common people

are still not accustomed to this new Training Institute after addressing an to keep hoisted distant
technology. event, he said political parties can give warning signal no-2.
The Election Commission said their opinions but the EC will review it All fishing boats and

it will decide on it after discussing
with the political parties and other

before making the final decision.
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1
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