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He questioned how relevant 
it was to hold a discussion 
about this issue in that 
meeting.

Quader further said that 
there is no democracy in the 
country. “Awami League 
and BNP have amended 
the constitution in such a 
way that it is not possible to 
practise democracy.”

He said “constitutional 
dictatorship” is ongoing. 
As a result, there is no 
accountability of any part 
of the government.

Jatiya Party Secretary 
General Md Mujibul Haque 

Chunnu and Presidium 
Member Shahidur Rahman 
spoke among others at 
the meeting chaired by 
Jatiya Juba Mahila Party 
Convener Nazneen Sultana.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, also the AL 
chief, at the meeting 
at Gono Bhaban on 
Saturday said voting in 
all 300 parliamentary 
constituencies will be held 
using EVMs.

Meanwhile, BNP said 
unless the current AL 
government resigns, 
participating in the election 
is out of the question.

Boom of unlicensed
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district and upazila levels, 
indicating that the number 
of bikers without licences 
could be even greater, 
sector insiders said.

Prof Hadiuzzaman 
said the number of bikes 
on the country’s roads is 
estimated to be over 50 
lakh, which means that 
over 14 lakh bikes are not 
registered.

So, around 50 percent of 
bikers do not have licences, 
he said.

Replying to a question, 
Prof Hadiuzzaman said the 
government’s “favourable 
policy” regarding bikes is 
a major reason behind the 
rise. 

When everyone is 
talking about the risks 
surrounding bikes, the 
government halved the 
registration fee last year.

A Bangladesh Road 
Transport Authority 
official said the launch 
of ride-sharing services 
is another major reason 
behind the sharp rise of 
bikes.

To ensure that every new 
biker has a driving licence, 
BRTA around three years 
ago proposed to make 

licence mandatory to buy 
bikes. 

However, it could 
not take the decision in 
the face of opposition 
from bike importers and 
manufacturers, he said, 
wishing anonymity.

Rather, a learner’s 
licence was made 
mandatory to buy a bike, 
which actually makes little 
difference, he added.

Prof Hadiuzzaman said 
the government has to 
revisit its policy regarding 
bikes. 

It also has to impose 
duty and other taxes in 
such a way that people feel 
discouraged to buy bikes, 
he added.

The demand for 
allowing bikes with engine 
capacity over 165 CC must 
not be met, because it will 
increase accidents and 
fatalities, according to Prof 
Hadiuzzaman.

Besides, acquiring a 
licence for both buying and 
registering bikes has to be 
made mandatory. 

At the same time, high-
quality helmets must be 
ensured to reduce fatalities, 
he added.

Contacted, BRTA 

Chairman Nur Mohammad 
Mazumder admitted that 
there are many bikers 
without licences.

He, however, said the 
difference is not as big as 
the data show, as many 
bikes that got registered 
since independence are not 
operational.

Asked about the move to 
make licences mandatory 
for purchasing bikes, the 
BRTA chairman said they 
could not implement it due 
to opposition from some 
stakeholders.

“But we are going to 
make it mandatory, as the 
number of bike accidents 
is rising,” he told The Daily 
Star yesterday.

He refuted the 
allegations of poor 
monitoring and avoiding 
responsibilities.

BRTA has sent letters to 
all deputy commissioners 
(DCs) and police 
superintendents for taking 
action against unlicensed 
and reckless bikers two 
days ago. 

“I, for the first time, also 
held a meeting with all DCs 
ahead of Eid to ensure road 
safety,” he said.

The depressing
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At present, Bangladesh 
sends female domestic 
workers to Saudi Arabia 
under a “zero cost” 
migration agreement.    

Hit by UNO’s car
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in the afternoon. 
Rezwanul Islam, officer-
in-charge of Jhalmaliya 
Highway Police Station, said 
the assigned government 
vehicle for the Naldanga 
UNO hit Sohel’s motorcycle, 
who was on his way to his 
workplace from his home. 
Mollah Imran Ali, president 
of Singra Press Club, said 
the Naldanga UNO’s wife 
is a teacher at Singra Gol-
e-Afroz College. The UNO’s 
vehicle was going to Singra 

to drop her off there. The 
accident happened on the 
way.

Contacted, UNO 
Sukhmoy Sarkar said the 
motorcyclist was injured 
when it collided with the 
vehicle in front of the filling 
station when the vehicle 
was going there to refuel.

He said only the driver 
was in the vehicle at that 
time.

OC Rezwanul said they 
were investigating the 
reason behind the accident.

Ticket checker 
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the railway’s revenue. I 
always try to perform my 
duty perfectly,” he said.

“On that day [Thursday], 
I was in the Sundarban 
express train and collected 
fines amounting to Tk 
78,000 from the train,” he 
claimed.

Meanwhile, a three-
member probe committee 
that has been investigating 
the incident got statements 
from Shafiqul, the 
complainant Pranto and 
those who were present 
during the incident.

“We are working. We 
may need to talk to more 
people. After getting 
statements from all, we will 
submit the report,” said 
Sajedul Islam, assistant 
transportation officer of 
railway’s Pakshey division 
and head of the committee.

It’s nothing
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Awami League’s fair voting 
is to hold the election 
without votes like in 2014 
or stuffing ballots at night 
like in 2018 by using all the 
forces to subdue the people 
and by establishing a reign 
of terror.

He said people will be 
able to cast their votes as 
per their wish only if the 
election is held under a 
non-party government. 
“That’s why we’re on a 
movement for holding the 
election under a non-party 
neutral government.”

Rizvi also opposed the 
government’s plan to hold 
the election using the 

Electronic Voting Machines 
(EVMs), noting that many 
countries already backed 
off from this system due to 
various faults.

He said ballot papers 
must be used instead of 
EVM for holding a fair, 
credible and transparent 
election.

He also slammed the 
ruling party general 
secretary for his remark 
that BNP must join the 
election for protecting 
its existence. “Obadiul 
Quader’s remarks give an 
impression that he is not 
only the general secretary 
of Awami League, but also 
an advisor of BNP.”  
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