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The Bangladesh cricket team reached Chattogram yesterday to start preparation for the first of the two-match Test series against Sri Lanka, who arrived in the capital

yesterday. The first Test will start from May 15, after which the two teams will head to Dhaka for the second and final Test, beginning on May 23.

‘Proper use of available

weapons is key’
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Archers fire on
point in Iraq

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh archers are on the verge of tasting
glory in three events of Archery Asia Cup Stage-2
world ranking tournament as they booked their
last-hurdle clashes against India after beating
their respective rivals in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq
yesterday.

Bangladesh men'’s recurve team, women’s
recurve team and compound men’s team reached
their respective event’s finals, scheduled to be
held on May 11, while Bangladesh compound
women’s team had to remain content with
advancing to the bronze-medal match after losing
to Kazakhstan in the semi-finals.

Ruman Sana, Hakim Ahmed Rubel and Abdur
Rahman Alif, of the men’s recurve team, initially
clean-sweeped Iraq 6-0 in the quarterfinals
before notching a hard-fought 5-4 victory over
Iran in the semi-final, where the men in red and
green overcame the tiebreakers with a 29-24 win
following a 4-4 score-line after four sets.

The women’s recurve team then followed
Ruman and Co’s footsteps as Diya Siddique, Nasin
Akhter and Beauty Roy thumped Iraq 6-0 in the
quarterfinals before thrashing Uzbekistan 5-1in
the last-four hurdle.

In the men’s compound event, Bangladesh
progressed to semi-finals after getting a bye
in the quarterfinal, after which the team of
Ashikuzzaman, Mithu Rahman and Newas
Ahmed Rakib beat Kazakhstan 231-228 in the
semi-final to also book their final encounter
against their superior Indian counterparts.
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A hattrick from Suleymane Diabate
helped struggling Mohammedan avoid
defeat and eventually eke out a 3-3 draw
against Chittagong Abahani in a chaotic
encounter of the Bangladesh Premier
League at the Shaheed Dhirendranath

unbeaten run in the league against the
port city outfit intact for three successive
seasons. Diabate gave Mohammedan a
brisk start, rising high to head in a cross
from Abid Hossain in the second minute
but the lead last only 10 minutes as
Shakhawat Hossain Rony equalised for
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spoiled their party by equalising -- in the
process completing his hattrick -- in the
stoppage time of the second half with a

In the day’s other match, Uttar Baridhara
beat newcomers Swadhinata KS 2-0, with
Mostafa Kaharba scoring both goals.

Tunisian Ons Jabeur became the first African player to win a WTA 1000 title after defeating American
Jessica Pegula 7-5, 0-6, 6-2 in an entertaining Madrid Open final on Saturday. PHOTO: REUTERS



