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delays in delivering the 
textbooks.

The government 
has been successful in 
delivering almost all the 
textbooks to students on 
the first day of the year 
since 2010, when the 
government started giving 
school textbooks for free.

The government 
distributed 365.84 crore 
free textbooks between 
2010 and 2021, earning 
praise from home and 
abroad.

60 feared dead
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Sviatoslav Palamar told an 
online news conference.

In a week-long 
operation brokered by the 
United Nations and the 
International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
scores of civilians who had 
taken refuge in the plant’s 
underground shelters have 
been evacuated. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said 
in an address late on 
Saturday that more than 
300 civilians had been 
rescued from the Azovstal 
steelworks and authorities 
would now focus on trying 
to evacuate the wounded 

and medics, reports 
Reuters. 

Other Ukrainian sources 
have cited different figures.

R u s s i a n - b a c k e d 
separatists said a total of 
145 people, including 24 
children, were evacuated 
yesterday from Mariupol to 
the village of Bezimenne, 
about 40 km (25 miles) 
east, in the area they 
control.

In an emotional 
address yesterday for 
Victory Day, when Europe 
commemorates the formal 
surrender of Germany to 
the Allies in World War 
Two, Zelensky said that evil 
had returned to Ukraine 

with the Russian invasion, 
but his country would 
prevail. 

“Evil has returned, in a 
different uniform, under 
different slogans, but for 
the same purpose,” he 
warned.

US first lady Jill 
Biden yesterday made 
an unannounced trip to 
Ukraine to show support 
for its people amid 
Russia’s invasion, visiting 
a school that is serving as 
a temporary shelter and 
meeting Ukraine’s first 
lady, Olena Zelenska.

Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau also made an 

unannounced visit to the 
Ukrainian town of Irpin, 
which had been temporary 
held by Russian troops, 
the town’s mayor said on 
Telegram.

US President Joe Biden 
and other G7 leaders were 
set to hold a video call 
with Zelensky yesterday 
in a show of unity ahead 
of Russia’s Victory Day 
celebrations today.

Underlining Western 
support for Ukraine, 
Britain pledged to provide 
a further 1.3 billion pounds 
($1.6 billion) in military 
support and aid, double 
its previous spending 
commitments.

Don’t whine to foreigners
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country? We don’t want 
it. Bangladesh will move 
ahead with self-dignity,” 
said Hasina.

She stressed the need 
for maintaining a cordial 
relation between the 
industry owners and the 
workers for the sake of 
development.

Noting that her 
government has created 
the fund of Bangladesh 
Labour Welfare 
Foundation, Hasina said 
it is very unfortunate that 

many owners have yet to 
contribute their shares to 
the fund.

“I think it should be 
given properly. Because, 
when anyone falls in 
trouble, you have to stand 
by them,” she said.

The PM asked the owners 
and others concerned to 
take care of the issue.

Hasina said her 
government increased the 
minimum monthly wage 
for a worker in the RMG 
and other sectors from Tk 
1,600 to Tk 8,000 in three 

phases after coming to 
power in 2009.

She said there was no 
scope for formation of 
trade unions under the 
EPZ law. Her government 
formulated a law with a 
provision for the labour 
welfare organisation, 
changing the name of 
trade union, she said.

Under the provision, 
workers now can enjoy the 
trade union-like rights. 
“We ensured the system 
just by changing the 
name,” said Hasina.

She said the government 
has taken measures to 
root out child labour from 
the country. Bangladesh 
has gained a tremendous 
success in eliminating 
the use of children in 
hazardous jobs, the PM 
added.

State Minister for 
Labour and Employment 
Begum Monnujan Sufian 
presided over the event.

On behalf of the PM, she 
also handed over cheques 
of financial assistance to 
the families of 10 workers.

ZAHID AKBAR 

Two of your films 
are doing quite 
well at theatres. 
How do you 
feel regarding 
the audience’s 
response to 
them? 
There is no 
denying that 
I have been 
anxious. However, 
the love I received 
from my audience on the 
first day of Eid took away my 
fear and stress. 

I have worked with Shakib Khan 
for the first time, which led to 
curiosity among my fans for “Golui”. 
They already like my chemistry with 
Siam, so “Shaan” was a second treat 
for them. 

Overall, this Eid has been quite 
memorable for me. 

Which of the two films did you 
enjoy more?
“Golui” is a romantic story, while 
“Shaan” is an action drama. Both 
the films are very different in nature 
from each other. 

There is no comparison from my 
side. I am happy that I was able to 
deliver such variety to the audience. 

Critics often say promoting 
two films simultaneously is 
challenging for heroines. 
In that case, I don’t think I have 
managed to become a heroine yet. If 

I was one, I would not 
have dared to take 

up this ‘challenge’. 

What else are 
you currently 
busy with?
I am playing 
the role of 
Sohana in 
“Masud Rana”. 

I tried my best 
to present this 

character in a 
way that “Masud 

Rana” readers would 
expect. We did not use 

any stunt doubles while shooting. 

As I did my own stunts, it was quite 
challenging, but we took all safety 
precautions on the sets. 

On the other hand, I have recently 
finished shooting for “Naakful”. 
My films “Djinn” and “Hridita” are 
awaiting release.

Two hits with a 
CHERY ON TOP
Puja Chery is currently ruling over theatres 
with the films, ‘Shaan’ and ‘Golui’. While 
‘Shaan’ sees her reunite with her ‘Poramon 2’ 
co-star Siam Ahmed, ‘Golui’ is her first film 
with superstar Shakib Khan. We caught up 
with Puja to know more about the response to 
both films, her upcoming projects, and more. 

“Golui” is a romantic 
story, while “Shaan” is an 

action drama. Both the 
films are very different in 

nature from each other. 
There is no comparison 

from my side. I am happy 
that I was able to deliver 

such variety to the 
audience.
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‘What is love if 
not madness?’
Pori Moni and Shariful Razz had turned their 
7-day love affair into marriage, after working in 
‘Gunin’ together in October last year. 

In a recent Facebook post, Pori Moni wrote 
as caption for her new pictures from their 
honeymoon in Cox’s Bazar, “What is love if not 
madness?” 

In the pictures that the actress posted on 
Saturday, they were seen staying in a luxury hotel 
room. 

The day after, Razz also posted some beautiful 
pictures, displaying their love and willingness to 
be together.

Razz and Pori went to Cox’s Bazar on May 
2, celebrating Eid there alongside the actress’ 
maternal grandfather Shamsul Haque.

‘Only a matter of time’ 
before Kylie and Travis 
tie the knot
Hollywood couple Kylie Jenner and Travis Scott, 
who share two children together, told the media 
that it was “only a matter of time” before they 
get married. According to a source, the couple 
plans to get married, but there is a ‘great deal of 
assets’ to protect, since both parties own a lot of 
wealth. Travis showed his love to Kylie by taking 
her away on a vacation yesterday, on the occasion 
of Mother’s Day.

City

Shop owner beaten to  
death in Ctg
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Arifur Rahman, 
a s s i s t a n t 
c o m m i s s i o n e r 
of Chattogram 
M e t r o p o l i t a n 
Police (Double 
Morring zone), said 
Didar hit the victim with 
iron rods and sticks. 

The arrestee is also 
accused in four more cases, 
including the one over BCL 

leader Mohiuddin 
Sohel murder, he 
added. 

A group of 
local criminals 
sought extortion 
money from Farid 
after he set up the 

workshop. He refused them 
and warned that he would 
file a case if they returned. 

Around 11:00 yesterday, 
a group of 10 to 11 swooped 

on Farid and hit him with 
sticks and iron rods. 

At one point, Farid’s 
wife got the information, 
rescued him and rushed 
him to Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital where he 
succumbed to his injuries. 

The body was sent to 
CMCH morgue for autopsy 
and a case was lodged 
in connection with the 
murder, he said. 

Farid


