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A surreal night ol
‘FOOTBALL MADNLESS’

A rematch of the
2018 final in Paris

AFP, Paris

A third all-English Champions [.eague final in four
years seemed (o be on the cards but Real Madrid’s
incredible late comeback against Manchester City
on Wednesday has set up a rematch between the
Spanish club and Liverpool in Paris on May 28.

Madrid’s epic European campaign hit new
heights as they came back from the dead against
Pep Guardiola’s City, trailing 1-O on the night and
5-3 on aggregate.

Liverpool survived a first-half scare to reach
the Champions League final with a 3-2 win at
Villarreal on Tuesday, for a 5-2 aggregate victory,
after the night had threatened to turn sour for
Juergen Klopp’s side.

The final at the Stade de France will be a
repeat of the 2018 showpiece, when Gareth Bale’s
stunning double secured a 3-1 win for Real Madrid
in Kiev and gave them their record-extending 13th
European Cup.

Seven members of the Real team involved that
night four years ago also featured against City on
Wednesday, just as seven Liverpool players in 2018
played in the win at Villarreal.

“We have a score to settle,” wrote Mohamed
Salah on Twitter as the Liverpool forward kicked
off the hostilities early.

It will be Liverpool’s third final in five seasons
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‘Greatest night in the history of the Bernabeu’

REUTERS

This is Real Madrid’s 17th UCL final, the most
by any team in the history of the tournament.

Spanish media heaped praise on Real Madrid after
the Laliga winners pulled off a remarkable comeback
win against Manchester City on Wednesday to
advance to the Champions League final.

Leading 1-O with minutes to go, City seemed to be
heading for Paris before a late Rodrygo double and
an extra-time penalty from Karim Benzema gave the
hosts an unlikely 3-1 win on the night and secured a
6-5 victory on aggregate. Read full story

“Real Madrid are out of this world,” Madrid-based
AS said in their headline, accompanied by a picture
of the squad celebrating in front of a section of the
home crowd.

Sport newspaper simply went with “Incredible”
after Real once again turned around a first-leg deficit
following their last-16 win against Paris St. Germain
earlier in the competition.

Marca hailed it as the “greatest night in the history
of the Bernabeu”.

“If PSG was already inexplicable, if Chelsea was
already incredible, last night in Chamartin was,
simply, the best night of a stadium that has seen this
team in all colours and that is a lot to say,” read their
lead story.

The Barcelona-based Mundo Deportivo described
it as “Groundhog Day” while Catalan radio station
RACI said “this is not football, it’s a paranormal
phenomenon”.

Real will take on Liverpool in a rematch of the
2018 Champions League final at the Stade de France
on May 28.

Real Madrid is the first team in Champions
League history to reach the final despite
losing three games across the Round of 16,
Quarterfinals and Semifinals.

Benzema now has scored 43 goals in 43 goals
this season, 15 in this season’s UCL campaign.

Rodrygo becomes the first player to score
twice in the 90th minute of a Champions
League knockout match

Karim Benzema has now equalled Cristiano
Ronaldo’s record of most goals in the knock-
out stage in a season of UCL (10).

Real Madrid vs Liverpool is the only
encounter to occur in 3 European Cup finals
(Liverpool defeated Real Madrid 1-0 in
1981; Real Madrid defeated Liverpool 3-1
in 2018).

Liverpool are one of only three teams in
history to beat Real Madrid in a European Cup
final and the last team to do so (1981, also

in Paris).

Brazilian forward Rodrygo arrived as the saviour for Real Madrid against Manchester City during the UEFA Champions

League semi-final second leg at the Santiago Bernabeu in Madrid on Wednesday. PHOTO: AFP



