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illness. I couldn’t offer 
prayers at the graves of my 
parents. Now I am happy as 
I offered prayers and met 
the people of my area.”

Earlier, the minister 
reached his residence at 
11:00am and exchanged 
Eid greetings with locals 
and party members. 

From there, he went to 
Upazila Dak-Bungalow to 
meet local party leaders 
and workers.

Eid returns with due
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zoo has been crowded 
with visitors since Eid day. 
About 2.5 lakh visitors have 
come for the holidays.

“The numbers 
have exceeded our 
expectations,” he said.

From the day of 
Eid, there has been an 
overflowing crowd in the 
capital’s Shyamoli DNCC 
Wonderland (previously 
known as Shishu Mela).

Mahmud Hasan had 
come to visit the children’s 
fair with his family.

“We go to our village 
home every year to 
celebrate Eid. However, we 
couldn’t go this year,” said 
Mahmud. “The children 
stayed indoors all day, so 
I thought I’d take them 
somewhere. It feels very 
good to be here,” he added.

Many people visited 
Chandrima Udyan Lake to 
roam in the open air with 
their family, amidst the 
greenery and the red of the 
Krishnachura. 

Huge crowds of people 
were seen on both sides of 
Lake Road. 

The situation was similar 
in front of Novo Theatre. 

In Hatirjheel Lake area, 
children and teenagers 
running around and 
chattering reflected the joy 
that surrounded the city on 
the occasion of Eid. 

Countless people 
enjoyed their Eid in the area 
with family and friends. 

At the same time, 
business was also booming 
for street food vendors with 
the arrival of the visitors.   

Meanwhile, tourist 
spots across the country, 

including Cox’s Bazar, 
Kuakata sea beach, Sylhet’s 
Jaflong, Bichhanakandi 
and Tanguar Haor, and 
Patenga in Chattogram, 
saw a huge crowd of people 
looking for a getaway and 
some quality time with 
their families and friends 
during the Eid holidays. 

Besides, the much-
awaited Padma Bridge 
and Bangabandhu 
Multipurpose Bridge in 
Tangail also witnessed 
huge crowds of tourists 
coming from near and 
faraway places.  

After two years of slump 
amid the pandemic, this 
was a much welcome boom 
for the tourism industry as 
thousands of people made 
trips to domestic tourist 
destinations.

Death
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to death in a case, its 
judgment is examined 
by the HC through 
hearing arguments for 
confirmation of the death 
sentence.

The case documents 
and judgment reach the 
HC as death reference from 
the lower court after the 
latter delivers the verdict 
as per relevant provisions 
of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure.

Ananta was killed on 
May 12, 2015 near his 
Subidbazar residence in 
Sylhet when he was on his 
way to work along with his 
sister. 

Banned militant 
outfit Ansarullah Bangla 
Team (ABT) claimed 
responsibility for the 
murder.

Ananta’s brother 
Ratneswar Das filed a 
murder case accusing some 
unnamed persons with 
the Sylhet’s Airport Police 
Station the next day.

On March 30 this year, 
Sylhet’s Anti-Terrorism 
Special Tribunal convicted 
and sentenced four persons 
to death. They are Abul 
Khaer Rashid Ahmed, Abul 
Hossain alias Abul Hussain, 
Harunur Rashid and Faisal 
Ahmed.

The tribunal’s judge 
Nurul Amin Biplob also 
acquitted Shafiur Rahman 
Farabi as allegations 
brought against him was 
not proven.

Preparing to face
FROM PAGE 3

to cope with the situation, if 
the storm hits Bangladesh’s 
coast, he told journalists.

Talking to The Daily 
Star around 6:30pm 
yesterday, an official of 
Bangladesh Meteorological 
Department (BMD) said 
the cyclonic system may 
turn into a low pressure 
over Andaman Sea and 
adjoining area within the 
next 24 hours.

“But it is uncertain 
whether it will develop 
into a cyclone or not. Even, 

the pressure may lose 
its strength in the sea,” 
said Hafizur Rahman, a 
meteorologist of BMD.

“If it finally turns into a 
storm, it is quite uncertain 
where the landfall will 
happen. The landfall 
may happen in India or 
Bangladesh or any other 
neighbouring countries,” 
the meteorologist added.

Meanwhile, the 
government of the eastern 
Indian state of Odisha 
yesterday sounded an 
alert of a possible cyclone 

over the Bay of Bengal 
as a cyclonic circulation 
over South Andaman 
Sea and neighbourhood 
persisted and could result 
in a depression with a wind 
speed of up to 75km per 
hour by May 8.

The authorities in 
Odisha asked all the 18 
districts to be prepared 
for any situation, reports 
The Daily Star’s New Delhi 
correspondent, quoting 
Asian News International 
(ANI).
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The university paid the 
company Tk 500 crore for 
8,250 decimals of land in 
2016. 

The university paid Tk 
35.19 crore for another 
846.88 decimals of land in 
the same mouzas between 
2019 and 2021.

ACC took the selling 
price of adjacent pieces of 
land of the same mouzas 
into account, and found 

that the university paid 
about Tk 303.82 crore 
extra to the company, reads 
the case statement.

According to the Private 
University Act 2010, the 
trustee board is the highest 
authority of a university, 
which, as per rules and 
regulations, is a non-profit 
organisation.

“Without the consent of 
the syndicate, University 
Grants Commission and 

the education ministry, the 
board of trustees illegally 
paid Tk 303.82 crore extra 
for the development of the 
campus on the 9096.88 
decimals of land,” reads the 
statement.

During investigation, 
the anti-graft watchdog 
found that Hilaly gave Tk 13 
crore to Azim, Tk 14 crore 
to MA Kashem, Tk 28 crore 
to Benajir, Tk 14 crore to 
Rehana and Tk 12.25 crore 
to Hashem as “bribe”.

Benajir opened several 
FDRs and liquidated those 
before maturity, as per the 
case statement.

“To misappropriate the 
money, they bought the 
land by showing a high 
price and later received 
money from the developer,” 
it says.

Replying to a question, 
ACC Director General 
Sayeed Mahbub Khan said 
they will bring charges 
against others if their 
involvement is found.

The Daily Star could not 
get the NSU authorities’ 
comments despite repeated 
attempts.

Bilateral relations at risk
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it to search for alternative 
funding for Akhaura-
Sylhet and Joydebpur-
Ishwardi projects, following 
the directives of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina, 
officials said.

CHINESE EMBASSY’S 

STATEMENTS

On April 10, the Chinese 
ambassador sent a letter 
to Finance Minister AHM 
Mustafa Kamal, and  copies 
to Railways Minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan and ERD 
Secretary Fatima Yasmin.

The letter said the 
construction prospects and 
costs, and Akhaura-Sylhet 
project’s implementation 
plan have already been 
reviewed and approved 
by both countries’ 
governments.

Postponing the 
implementation or seeking 
alternative funding for 
the project may lead to 
substantial increase in 

construction costs and 
time, which is undesirable 
for both sides, it mentioned.

Considering the 
particular geopolitical 
conditions and 
surrounding environment 
of this project, both sides 
believe that the cost was 
reasonable and competitive 
with similar railway 
projects, reads the letter.

BR and CRBG could 
sit together to negotiate 
the commercial contract 
signing directly for early 
commencement of the 
project and to prevent re-
examination and approval 
by Chinese authorities due 
to major changes in scale, 
content and contract value, 
it added.

ERD STATEMENTS

In its letter, ERD said it has 
sought clarification from 
the railways ministry on 
whether it has informed 
the Chinese contractors 
about the PMO decision to 

reduce costs and whether 
they informed railway 
about their decision.

But the railways 
ministry did not reply, 
rather it sent the revised 
pre-development project 
proposal to ERD in 
February this year, seeking 
alternative funding for the 
project.

ERD said the China-
funding for Akhaura-
Sylhet project is still set, and 
taking steps for alternative 
funding without discussing 
with China may deteriorate 
existing bilateral relations, 
the letter stated.

Besides, the decision to 
cancel Chinese funding 
unilaterally may also create 
problems while taking 
projects with Chinese 
funds in the future. Despite 
repeated attempts, this 
correspondent could 
not get in touch with the 
railway secretary and DG 
for comments. 

Dhaka, Delhi to work together
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Prof Sudharshan DS 
Seneviratne as part of 
Bangladesh’s decision to 
donate medical supplies as 
gifts worth Tk 20 crore to 
Sri Lanka that is facing one 
of the worst financial crises 
ever. Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque was also present 
at the programme. 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

TO SRI LANKA

State-owned company -- 
Essential Drugs Company 
Limited (EDCL), and 
Bangladesh Association of 
Pharmaceutical Industries 
(BAPI) contributed 
medicines worth Tk 10 
crore each for the donation 
to Sri Lanka.

The medical supplies 
are expected to reach Sri 
Lanka within a few days.

The donation 
comes when Sri Lanka 
sharply increased prices 
of commonly used 

medication as it struggles 
to deal with an economic 
crisis. Antibiotics, certain 
painkillers and medication 
for heart conditions are 
among those hit by a 40 
percent mark-up.

Sri Lankans have had 
to take short courses of 
medicines or look overseas 
for supplies, reports BBC.

Earlier, Bangladesh 
supported Sri Lanka by 
providing $200 million 
through currency 
swapping arrangement.

In his remarks at the 
ceremony, Foreign Minister 
Momen said the gift is the 
expression of solidarity 
and friendship between 
the two countries that are 
celebrating 50 years of 
diplomatic relations.

Noting that every 
country is facing challenges 
of its own in varied degrees, 
Momen said mutual 
collaboration is much more 

essential than ever before 
in this trying time.

The dual impacts of 
Covid-19 pandemic, its 
resultant supply-chain 
disruption and the war 
between Russia and 
Ukraine have distorted the 
global economy, he said.

He assured that 
Bangladesh stands ready 
to support Sri Lanka in all 
possible ways.

Sri Lankan High 
Commissioner Prof 
Sudharshan expressed 
gratitude for the friendly 
gesture, noting that 
Sri Lanka values the 
friendly relationship with 
Bangladesh and committed 
to further strengthening it 
in the coming days.

BAPI President Nazmul 
Hassan, MP, Foreign 
Secretary Masud Bin 
Momen and officials from 
EDCL and health ministry 
also were present.  
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Alilur 
Rahman 
passes away
CITY DESK

Alilur 
Rahman 
(Afzal), 
chairman of 
Hotel Purbani 
International, 
passed away at 
a hospital in Bangkok on 
Wednesday. He was 72.

He left behind his wife, 
a son, two daughters, two 
brothers and two sisters.

The eldest son of late 
Abdus Sattar, a prominent 
industrialist, Alilur was 
the founder and proprietor 
of many companies -- 
including Bangladesh 
Hotels Ltd, Pharmadesh 
Laboratories Ltd, 
Singapore Airlines, Mass 
Travels -- and chairman of 
a garment factory.

His first janaza will be 
held today at Dhanmondi’s 
Taqwa Mosque after Asr 
prayers and the second one 
at Hotel Purbani. 

He will be buried next 
to his parents’ graves in 
Azimpur graveyard.

Farouq 
Hossain’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
first death 
anniversary 
of Md 
Farouq 
Hossain, 
executive 
director of Hotel Eastern 
Residence and a social 
activist, said a press release.

On this day last year, 
he breathed his last at the 
age of 71. He was buried at 
Banani graveyard.

Farouq, who was 
vice president of Dhaka 
University SM Hall Alumni 
and general sectary of 
Dhaka University Sociology 
Alumni, left behind two 
sons and three grandsons.

Death anniv 
of Quazi 
Nooruzzaman
CITY DESK

Today marks 
the 11th death 
anniversary 
of Lt Col 
(retd) Quazi 
Nooruzzaman, 
Bir Uttam.

Nooruzzaman, 
commander of sector-7 
during the 1971 Liberation 
War, passed away on this 
day, aged 86. 

He joined the war 
having retired from the 
Pakistan Army a few years 
earlier. 

The savagery of the 
March 25 genocide 
prompted him to take up 
arms.

As the chairman of 
Muktijudhha Sangsad in 
the early 1980s, he had 
demanded ban on Jamaat-
e-Islami and the trial of 
war criminals. 

This movement led to 
him being jailed by the 
then dictator General 
Ershad. 

He was one of the 
primary founders and 
organisers of Ekattorer 
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul 
Committee and was one 
of the 24 accused by the 
state for holding the Gono 
Adalat (people’s court) to 
try the war criminals and 
collaborators.


