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CLASHES AT AL-AQSA SITE

42 hurt amid
rising tensions

AFP, Jerusalem

Fresh clashes between Palestinians and Israeli police at
Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa mosque compound wounded 42
people on the last Friday of Ramadan, following weeks of
violence at the flashpoint religious site.

The Palestinian Red Crescent, which gave the toll, said
no one was seriously hurt but 22 people were taken to

hospital.

Violence in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem has raised
fears of another armed conflict similar to an 11-day war
last year between Israel and Hamas, triggered by similar

unrest at Al-Agsa.

Israeli police released footage that showed young
men on the compound hurling stones and fireworks
in yesterday’s early hours. Officers

entered the site at dawn.

A police statement said they

went in to contain “rioters
and lawbreakers” some of
whom were trying to throw
stones down towards the
Western Wall, the sacred
Jewish site below Al-Aqsa.
Police said officers used
“riot dispersal means” to
contain the unrest and that

two people had been arrested,

one for throwing stones and the
other one for “inciting the mob”. An AFP
journalist said Israeli police fired rubbet-coated bullets
while a witness said they also used tear gas.

An uneasy calm had been restored at the compound
following the unrest that surrounded morning prayers,

but tensions remained high.

Over the past two weeks, nearly 300 Palestinians have
been hurt in clashes at Al-Agsa, Islam’s third-holiest site
which is also the most holy site for Jews, who call it the

Temple Mount.

The site is located in east Jerusalem, which Israel
captured in the 1967 Six Day War and later annexed,
in a move not recognised by most of the international

Israeli security forces evacuate a Palestinian man who was denied passage at a checkpoint to reach
the city of Jerusalem to attend the last Friday prayers of Ramadan in the al-Agsa mosque compound,
yesterday, in Bethlehem in the occupied West Bank.
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‘Ukraine mortgaging itsell to US’

REUTERS, London

Vyacheslav Volodin, who as the
speaker of the lower house of the

Biden’s funding request
includes over $20 billion for

EUROPE-BOUND MIGRANTS

Over 3,000 lost
at seain 2021; UN

REUTERS, Geneva

More than 3,000 refugees, migrants and asylum
seekers died or went missing last year while
trying to reach Europe via Mediterranean and
Adantic sea routes, a UN. refugee agency report
showed yesterday. UNHCR'’s Shabia Mantoo

told a news briefing in Geneva the 2021 figure
represented nearly twice the number of lives lost
in the previous year. “We are seeing the increases
soar,” she said. “It’s alarming.”

N Korea ‘readies
for nuclear test’

REUTERS, Scoul
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called on the
country’s military to “bolster up their strength in
every way to annihilate the enemy”, state media
reported yesterday, as new satellite imagery
showed increased preparations for a
possible nuclear test. Last month
North Korea resumed testing its
largest ICBMs, and there are

Russia’s most senior lawmaker
yesterday said that Ukraine was
effectively mortgaging itself to
the United States by seeking to

Russian parliament often voices
the Kremlin’s views, accused the
United States of seeking to profit
from the war while indebting

weapons, ammunition and other
military assistance, as well as
$8.5 billion in direct economic
assistance to the Ukrainian

signs it could soon test a nuclear
weapon for the first time since
2017. “Current satellite imagery
indicates that preparations are

tap billions of dollars of weapons
loans proposed by US President

Joe Biden.

Biden on Thursday asked
Congress for $33 billion to
support Ukraine - a dramatic
escalation of US. funding for
the war with Russia - and the

future generations of Ukrainians.

“Lend-Lease is a commodity
loan, and not cheap: many future
generations of Ukrainian citizens
will pay for all the ammunition,
equipment and food that the
United States will supply,” Volodin
said.

government and $3 billion in
humanitarian aid.

Congress on Thursday passed
legislation that invokes the
Lend-Lease Act of 1941, originally
proposed by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt to help arm British
forces battling Nazi Germany, to

-

well underway and should not
be discounted as insignificant
. | activity,” the US-based Center for
Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS) said in a report on Thursday.
Analysts and South Korean and US officials
have said that the North appears to be restoring
Tunnel No. 3 at its Punggye-ri Nuclear Test Site,

Ukrainian president pleaded with
lawmakers to give the request a

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
“Zelenskiy is driving the country

allow Biden to supply weapons to
Ukraine on loan, The New York

used for underground nuclear blasts before it was
closed in 2018 amid denuclearisation talks with

community. swilt approval. into a debt pit,” he added. Times reported. Washington and Seoul.
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