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Commuters forced to pay
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“Every day, we face the 
same situation, as a 
syndicate is creating an 
artificial crisis of buses to 
charge commuters more,” 
said Rashed Hasan, a daily 
commuter.

“During the afternoons, 
the fare from Shah Amanat 
Bridge to Patiya goes from 
Tk 30 to Tk 50 even,” said 
another commuter Tapos 
Sen. This correspondent 
verified the claim after a 
visit to the terminal on 
Wednesday. 

When a passenger asked 
why the fare is Tk 50 instead 

of Tk 30, the conductor 
replied, “It’s direct service.” 

“We have to accept their 
unethical and illegal fare. 
They are sheltered by the 
transport association,” said 
another passenger Abu 
Taher. 

Contacted, Abdus 
Sattar Rony, general 
secretary of South 
Chattogram Passengers’ 
Welfare Association, said, 
“As Patiya is the nearest 
upazila, many people 
who work in the port city 
commute to and from their 
village homes every day. 
Bus owners capitalise on 

this situation.” 
“The bus owners’ 

association leaders are 
behind the passengers’ 
sufferings,” he added. 

Contacted, Mobarak 
Hossain, general secretary 
of Chattagram-Cox’s 
Bazar-Teknaf Sarak 
Paribahan Malik Group, 
denied the allegation. 

“There is no scope to 
charge extra fare for any 
route,” he said.

He said there is a crisis 
of vehicles on the route to 
Patiya, as only 73 buses ply 
the route, but the number 
of commuters is over 

30,000. 
According to Mobarok, a 

bus makes four trips a day; 
with 73 buses, 292 trips are 
made in total. One bus has 
to carry 102 passengers to 
meet the demand. 

“Due to the shortage of 
transport, many city buses 
illegally make trips on this 
route whenever they get the 
chance. They might have 
charged extra fare from 
the passengers,” he added. 
This correspondent could 
not contact BRTA deputy 
director (Chattogram) 
Shafiquzzaman Bhuiyan 
despite repeated attempts.  

Tied to tree
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Jasim denied the allegation 
of attacking Jiten.

“Why would my followers 
attack him?” he said. 
“Locals were angry with 
Jiten, as he took money 
from them – pledging to 
manage houses for them 
under the prime minister’s 
Ashrayan Project but not 
following through. That 
prompted them to attack 

him.”
On information, police 

rushed to the spot, said 
Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, 
officer-in-charge of Patiya 
Police Station. They are 
looking into the matter.

“Although no case 
has been filed over the 
incident yet, we have been 
conducting drives to arrest 
the perpetrators,” he 
added.

AL, BNP
FROM PAGE 3

In the results, AL-
backed lawyers’ panel 
Bangabandhu Awami 
Ainjibi Parishad won in 
seven posts including those 
of president and secretary 
and pro-BNP lawyers’ 
panel-Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi 
Oikya Panel won in the rest 
seven posts.

Equal wage
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gardens. Hence, we are 
stuck here despite the low 
wage.” “We have protested 
on multiple occasions 
regarding temporary 
workers not being paid 
the same as permanent 
ones, but to no avail,” said 
Jagabandhu Roy, president 
of Phulchhara tea garden 
panchayat committee. 

According to the latest 
data from Statistical 
Handbook on Bangladesh 
Tea Industry-2019, 
Bangladesh currently has 
166 tea gardens in total, 
where there are 1,03,747 
permanent and 36,437 
temporary workers.

The total tea population, 
those who are dependent 
on the income of 
permanent and temporary 
workers, is 4,72,125.

Pankaj Kondo, vice-
president of Bangladesh 
Cha Sramik Union central 
committee, said, although 
the number of temporary 
tea workers was officially 
shown as 36,000, it is now 
more than 50,000.

“The agreement to pay 
equal wages to temporary 
tea workers was signed 
by Tea Association of 
Bangladesh but has not 
yet been implemented in 
all tea gardens. We have 
continued the discussion,” 
he added. 

Contacted, Md Shah 
Jahan, deputy director of 
the social services (Bede, 
backward and transgender 
people) department, said, 
“We will take necessary 
action in this regard.”

Initiate
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The signatories of the 
statement include Pankaj 
Bhattacharya, president, 
Oikya NAP; advocate 
Sultana Kamal; Rasheda 
K Chowdhury; Ramendu 
Majumdar; Sarwar Ali, 
trustee, Liberation War 
Museum; Fauzia Moslem, 
president, Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad; Khushi 
Kabir, rights activist; 
MM Akash, professor, 
Dhaka University; Robayet 
Ferdous, professor, 
Dhaka University and 
Saleh Ahmed, general 
secretary, Combined Social 
Movement.   

Boatmen struggling
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operation active for over a 
decade. Later, law enforcers 
suspended it after the 2016 
Gulshan café attack for 
security reasons.

However, the boatmen 
resumed operation on 
their own on January 1 this 
year, as slum dwellers have 
to pay more money to go to 
Gulshan-1 by rickshaw.

Amina Begum (35), who 
works as a house help at 
Gulshan-1, said Tk 40-
50 fare is needed for a 
rickshaw ride, and she has 
to commute multiple times 
a day.

Before the suspension, 
around 90 boats plied 
the 100-metre route; that 
number came down to 11. 
This year, after resumption, 
the armed group took Tk 
10,000-15,000 from each 
boat in advance. 

Contacted, Councillor 
Nasir Uddin said he is not 
involved in any kind of 
extortion. “This is an illegal 
ghat. As I requested police 
to stop the operation, the 
boatmen are spreading 
false claims against me,” he 
said.

About the legality, the 
boatmen said authorities 
neither permitted boat 
operation nor prohibited it.

The Karail slum berthing 
point is under ward-19, 
of which the councillor is 
Mofiz Uddin.

Mofiz said he heard 
about the extortion in the 
name of a nearby ward 
councillor. “Police will look 
into it.” 

Asked, Gulshan Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge 
Abul Hasan said they were 
unaware about the boat 
operation. “We don’t know 
about such extortion as 
well. We will look into it.” 

Meanwhile, expressing 
grief, a boatman told The 
Daily Star recently that for 
the last one month, they 
could not take the fare 
directly from passengers. 
Owners of the boats have 
been collecting money 
from the two ghats.

In that case, a boatman 
gets only Tk 400-600 for 
around 80-90 trips a day, 
although they earn Tk 
4,000-5,000, he said.

Earlier, boatmen handed 
over the fare to the owners, 
who gave them around Tk 
800 each, he added.

On the issue, the boat 
owners said they are doing 
so as they have to spend 
money for various purposes 
to keep the boat operation 
running.
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Death anniv 
of Asiruddin 
Ahmed
CITY DESK

The 23rd 
death 
anniversary 
of Asiruddin 
Ahmed,   
retired co-
operative 
inspector of Rangpur, will 
be observed today. 

A doa and iftar mahfil 
have been arranged 
after Asr prayers at the 
deceased’s residence at 
“Ahmed House” (House 
3, Road 228, Mulatole, 
Rangpur). 90pc of haor
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Hasina is inquiring about 
the situation in the haor 
regularly. The Ministry of 
Water Resources, Water 
Development Board, 
district administration and 
agriculture department are 
working together as per 
PM’s directions.

For the sake of haor 
people, holidays of the 
officials and employees 
of Water Development 
Board have been cancelled. 
The ministry is working 
on adopting a plan to 
solve the problem of haor 
permanently.

The deputy minister 
said the PM has announced 
the implementation of 
Delta Plan-2100 to build a 
developed Bangladesh in 
the future. The Ministry 
of Water Resources will 
implement 80 percent of 
the work of this master plan. 
If this plan is implemented, 
there will be no problem 
of river erosion and 
waterlogging in the whole 
country. The Ministry 
of Water Resources and 
Water Development Board 
are working tirelessly to 
implement this master 
plan, he said.
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