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BRIBERY CASE

Suspended ACC 
director Basir 
denied bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday refused to grant bail 
to suspended ACC director Khandaker Enamul 
Basir in a Tk 40-lakh bribery case in which he was 
jailed for eight years.

The bench of Justice Md Mostafizur Rahman 
passed the order, said Anti-Corruption 
Commission lawyer Khurshid Alam Khan.

A Dhaka court on February 23 sentenced Basir 
and suspended deputy inspector general of police  
Md Mizanur Rahman to eight and three years in 
jail, respectively, in the case filed by ACC on July 
16, 2019.

Basir was given three years for taking Tk 40 
lakh from Mizan and five years for laundering 
it. Basir was also fined Tk 80 lakh, in default of 
which he will have to serve six more months in 
jail.

Arrest those who 
set jhum garden 
on fire: speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sammilita Samajik Andolon, a citizens’ platform, 
yesterday demanded the arrest of those who were 
involved in burning local Mru’s jhum garden at 
Bandarban’s Lama upazila’s Lankam.

Locals alleged that a rubber company 
intentionally torched their field on Tuesday in a bid 
to grab their land. About 100 acres of jhum crops, 
including paddy, mango, banana and pineapple, 
were destroyed, according to the locals.

They accused Lama Rubber Industries Limited 
officials in the incident. However, the officials 
denied the claim, saying that they only cleaned 
their own land.

The citizen platform’s statement, issued by 
general secretary Saleh Ahmed, demanded proper 
investigation into the incident, ensuring security of 
Mrus and providing them with compensation.

After a few days of suspension due to the forest department’s intervention, 
road construction through Lathitila protected forest has resumed, bringing 
with it a fresh set of risks that may very well harm the region’s ecosystem. 
Almost 225 metres of the road are already done, with piles of bricks laid at 
one point of the road. PHOTO: STAR

2 killed, 1 hurt in 
road accidents
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Two people were killed and another was injured 
in road accidents in Faridpur yesterday.

In Nagarkanda,Yunus Matubbar (68), a 
freedom fighter from Shreerumpur village, died 
as a microbus hit a rickshaw on Dhaka-Khulna 
Highway in Kailermor area around 9:00am, said 
OC Hamiduddin Ahmad of Bhanga Highway 
Police Station.

Meanwhile, Sofiqul Islam (52) was killed 
and another injured when his motorbike hit a 
roadside shop in Alfadanga upazila.

Disaster in the 
making, yet again

Road construction resumes in 
Lathitila protected forest

MINTU DESHWARA

Although road construction inside the 
Lathitila protected forest was halted due 
to the forest officials’ intervention, works 
have resumed ignoring their concerns, 
allegedly following the environment 
minister’s order. 

A report titled “Disaster averted, for 
now” on the issue was published in The 
Daily Star on April 22.

According to LGED and Forest 
Department sources, around two months 
ago, LGED floated a tender to construct a 
one-kilometre road from Lathichhara to 
Rupachhara through the forest.

It was after the bricks were laid on the 
pathway to demarcate the road when the 
matter came to the forest officials’ notice. 

Salah Uddin, a forester of Lathitila, 
wrote a letter to the engineer of LGED’s 
upazila office mentioning that no advice 
or permission was sought from the forest 
department in this regard and asked to 
stop the construction immediately.

Alauddin, Juri upazila range officer, 
told this correspondent that a meeting 
was held on January 22, 2018, at the 
Prime Minister’s Office regarding the 
adoption of various development projects 

in the forest. At that meeting, it was 
decided that any such development 
project would require permission from 
the environment and forests ministry 
through the forest department. 

This correspondent visited the spot on 
Sunday morning and saw that the road 
was being dug with excavators. Almost 
225 metres of the road were already done, 
with piles of bricks laid at one point of the 
road. 

Saidul Islam, owner of Paradise 
Construction -- who got the work tender 
-- said the official approval from the 
ministry concerned is currently under 
process.

Range Officer Alauddin said they have 
not yet received any written instructions 
regarding clearance for the construction. 

Abdul Matin, an engineer at LGED 
upazila office, said they had initiated the 
project following a demand order (DO) 
letter from the environment ministry. 

“I called the minister after the work 
was halted due to the forest department’s 
intervention. I will talk to Sylhet’s 
divisional forest officer so that the 
construction is not disrupted again,” he 
added. 
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Waste dumping in 
eco park halted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

The High Court yesterday imposed an injunction 
on dumping waste in Borshijora Eco Park of 
Moulvibazar for the next six months. 

The court also issued a rule asking the 
authorities concerned to explain in four weeks why 
their failure and inaction to protect and preserve 
the park from tree and hill cuttings, construction 
of roads and dumping hazardous waste should not 
be declared illegal.

In the rule, the HC asked the respondents to 
show causes why they should not be directed 
to take appropriate legal action against the 
local municipal mayor responsible for dumping 
hazardous waste in the eco park and to protect it 
from damages.

Secretary to the ministry of forest, environment 
and climate change, director general of department 
of environment, deputy commissioner and 
superintendent of police of Moulvibazar, chief 
forest conservator and other officials concerned 
and Moulvibazar municipality mayor have been 
made respondents to the rule.
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