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groups, some of whom 
were about to take their 
matriculation examination 
at the time of the exodus in 
2017. 

In January 2020, 
the government made a 
promise to introduce the 
Myanmar curriculum to 
about 10,000 children 
from grades sixth to ninth. 

The closure of 
community learning 
facilities is detrimental 
to the community’s 
development and a gross 
violation of children’s right 
to education, read the 
statement.

It also mentioned that 
there are nearly half a 
million Rohingya children 
in Bangladesh, who are 
deprived of education in 
an accredited curriculum 

since their refuge in August 
2017. 

“Access to education 
and other human rights of 
the Rohingya refugees are 
as critical as the battle for 
justice and accountability 
for the crimes committed 
against the Rohingya 
people,” it said.

ActionAid, Amnesty 
International, Arakan 
Rohingya National 
Organisation, Asia 
Pacific Refugee Rights 
Network, Bangladesh 
Legal Aid and Services 
Trust, Human Rights 
Watch, Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, European 
Rohingya Council, Fortify 
Rights, Robert F Kennedy 

Human Rights and Burma 
Campaign UK signed the 
statement among other 
organisations.    

BNP major 
barrier to 
democracy
Says Quader

BSS, Dhaka

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday said BNP is 
the key impediment to 
democracy and progress.

He made the remark 
while talking to reporters 
after paying homage 
to Sheikh Jamal on the 
occasion of his (Jamal’s) 
69th birthday. 

He placed wreaths on 
the grave of Sheikh Jamal 
at Banani graveyard on 
behalf of the PM and AL.
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The HC bench of Justice 
JBM Hassan and Justice 
Razik-Al-Jalil came up 
with the order and rule 
following a petition filed by 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association (Bela).
BELA filed the wit petition 
following an article 
published in The Daily 
Star on May 30 of 2021 
regarding the issue.

Dhaka air remains
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clean or polluted the air of 
a certain city is, and what 
associated health effects 
might be a concern for 
them. In Bangladesh, the 
AQI is based on five criteria 
pollutants -- Particulate 
Matter (PM10 and PM2.5), 
NO2, CO, SO2 and Ozone.

Dhaka has long been 
grappling with air pollution 
issues. Its air quality 
usually turns unhealthy 
in winter and improves 
during monsoon. A report 
by the DoE and World Bank 
in March 2019 pointed out 
that three main sources 
of air pollution are “brick 

kilns, vehicle fumes and 
dust from construction 
sites”. With the advent of 
winter, the city’s air quality 
starts deteriorating sharply 
due to massive discharge 
of pollutant particles 
from construction work, 
rundown roads, brick kilns 
and other sources.
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infected while staying at 
hotels near the airport,” 
he said. Instructions have 
been given to Wasa to run 
campaigns and drives at 
hotels near the airport area.

The number of diarrhoea 
patients surpassed the 
1,000-mark in a 24-hour 
period on March 16, for the 
first time in icddr,b’s 60-
year journey.

Meanwhile, the cabinet, 
in principle, approved the 
drafts of Sheikh Hasina 
Rural Development 
Academy, Jamalpur 
Act, 2022 and Rural 
Development Academy, 
Rangpur Act, 2022.

The government will 
establish two more rural 
development academies 
in Jamalpur and Rangpur 
districts, aiming to 
make the private sector, 
especially small and 
medium enterprises, 
Anwarul said. The cabinet 
also approved the draft 
of National Voluntary 
Policy-2022.

The secretary said the 
policy has been brought 
in line with sections 16 
and 59 of the constitution, 
perspective plan, 
sustainable development 
goals, five-year plans and 
the directives of tackling 
Covid-19.
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Azim Uddin Sardar, 
executive engineer of 
LGED Moulvibazar office, 
confirmed Matin’s claim. 

Abdul Karim Kim, 
general secretary of 
Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon’s Sylhet chapter, 
said, “Roads are being 
built inside the protected 
forest under the orders of 
the environment minister. 
This will endanger the 
Lathitila forest, its ecology 
and biodiversity.” Despite 
repeated attempts, this 
correspondent could not 
contact Environment 
Minister Md Shahab Uddin.   
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countries. This is the first 
time that a Bangladeshi 
diplomat has received such 
recognition in the UK, 
The high commissioner 
dedicated the award to 
the millions of climate 
migrants and victims of 
climate catastrophes in 
Bangladesh and the rest of 
the world.

In 2022, ten diplomats 
were awarded from seven 
regions of the world.
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Ex-Gazipur 
mayor 
Mannan 
passes away
UNB, Dhaka

MA 
Mannan, 
the first 
mayor of 
Gazipur City 
Corporation 
and a BNP 
vice-chairman, died at a 
city hospital yesterday. He 
was 72.

Mannan, also a former 
state minister for religious 
affairs, breathed his last 
at United Hospital around 
4:30pm, his son Monjurul 
Karim Rony told the news 
agency.

The former Gazipur 
mayor was put on life 
support after being 
admitted to the hospital 
in a critical condition on 
Wednesday night, said 
BNP chairperson’s media 
wing member Sayrul Kabir 
Khan.

He said Mannan had 
been suffering from 
various diseases, including 
high blood pressure and 
diabetes, since he was sent 
to jail in 2015.

On February 11, 2015, 
police arrested Mannan 
from his Baridhara 
residence in a case filed for 
allegedly hurling petrol 
bombs on a passenger bus 
in Gazipur. He was released 
on bail on January 6, 2017. 
He later became inactive 
politically due to various 
ailments.

Mannan was elected 
mayor in the first-ever 
election to Gazipur City 
Corporation in July, 2013.


