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Bilawal Bhutto
appointed Pak
foreign minister

AFP, Islamabad

The scion of Pakistan’s most influential
political dynasty was appointed foreign
minister yesterday, the latest step up
a ladder likely to take Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari to the top of the country’s
leadership.

Aged 33, Bhutto becomes one of
the world’s youngest foreign ministers
but inherits a diplomatic bag of issues
that started well before he was born -~

including relations with arch-rival India.

Bhutto was sworn in two weeks after
he helped lead an alliance that toppled
Imran Khan and saw Shehbaz Sharif
become prime minister.

His first foreign mission in the role will

be accompanying Sharif today to Saudi
Arabia, a key trade
partner and regular
source of relief for
Pakistan’s economy.
Bhutto is the son
of assassinated former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto and ex-president
Asif Ali Zardari, as well
as the grandson of
another former premier,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

The new foreign minister is considered
a progressive, in his mother’s image, and
has frequently spoken out on the rights of

women and minorities.

Political commentators have mixed
opinions on Bhutto’s abilities -- or how
long he can maintain good relations

with premier Sharif, of the rival Pakistan

Muslim League-N (PML-N) party.
“I believe he is an un-tested missile,”

analyst Hassan Askari Rizvi told AFP. “It is

too early for a young MP.”

Fellow analyst Farzana Bari disagreed.
“I think Bilawal is intelligent enough to

hold the fort,” she told AFP.

People undergo nucleic acid tests for the Covid-19 coronavirus at a makeshift testing site outside office buildings in

Beijing, yesterday.

Suu Kyi gets 5 years for gratt

AFP, Yangon

A Myanmar junta court yesterday
sentenced Aung San Suu Kyi to five
years in jail for corruption, part of a
barrage of criminal cases that could
see the deposed civilian leader jailed
for decades.

Suu Kyi has been in military custody

since a coup ousted her government
in February last year and plunged
Myanmar into turmoil.

In the latest case, the Nobel laureate
was accused of accepting a bribe of
$600,000 in cash and gold bars.

Alfter two days of delays, the special
court in the military-built capital
Naypyidaw handed down its verdict

and sentence at 9:30am (0300 GMT).

“Regarding taking gold and
dollars from U Phyo Min Thein, the
court sentenced her to five years’
imprisonment,” junta spokesperson
Zaw Min Tun told AFP.

“She will be under house arrest. [
do not know whether she asked for
appeal. They are working according to
the legal way. As far as I know, she’s in
good health.”

Local media, citing unnamed
sources close to the court, later
reported she plans to appeal
yesterday’s conviction for corruption.

Suu Kyi still faces a raft of other
criminal charges, including violating
the official secrets act, corruption and
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clectoral fraud, and could be jailed for
more than 100 years if convicted on all
counts.

The 76-year-old had already
been sentenced (o six years in jail
for incitement against the military,
breaching Covid-19 rules and breaking
a telecommunications law -- although
she will remain under house arrest
while she fights other charges.

She has not appealed any of those
convictions.

Suu Kyi has been the face of
Myanmar’s democratic hopes for more
than 30 years, but her earlier six-year
sentence already meant she is likely
to miss elections the junta has said it
plans to hold by next year.
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11 killed in India
temple tragedy

AFP, New Delhi

At least 11 people including three minors were
Kkilled yesterday after a temple chariot procession
came into contact with a high-voltage wire in
India, police said. Initial indications suggested
that the crowd used water to contain an initial
fire after the top of the chariot touched the wire
in the southern state of Tamil Nadu. At least 15
other people were hospitalised after the incident
at around 3:00am in the city of Thanjavur. The
victims were part of the team that was pulling the
chariot. At least three people died on the spot.

Another Palestinian
killed in West Bank

AFP, Ramallah

Israeli forces yesterday killed an 18-year-old
Palestinian man in the West Bank flashpoint
city of Jenin in what the army called its latest
“counterterrorism” raid following a series of
attacks in Israel since late March. The army said
that during the operation at Jenin’s refugee
camp, troops used “live ammunition” after
being targeted with gunfire and explosives by
Palestinian “rioters”. He was shot in the head, a
hospital official told the official Palestinian news
agency WAFA.

Forex crisis: Nepal
bans luxury goods

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal banned imported liquor, playing cards and
nearly a dozen other “non-essential” goods to
address the Himalayan country’s widening trade
deficit and declining foreign currency reserves,
officials said yesterday. Falling remittances and
tourism earnings, combined with a blowout
budget deficit, have severely dented Nepal's fiscal
position during the Covid-19 pandemic. The
central bank has said reserves are only suflicient
to cover just over six months of imports, down
from 10 months in mid-2021. A commerce
ministry directive on Tuesday announced
prohibitions on the import of several luxury items
including diamonds, large televisions, expensive
mobile phones and tobacco until July.
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The People's Republic of Bangladesh has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost for the Accelerating and
Strengthening Skills for Economic Transformation (ASSET) Project and intends to apply part of its for consulting services

for the Project by some individual consultants,
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Project Director, Accelerating and Strengthening Skills for Economic
Tra mslhmmu'un {ASSI_:'.'_l'j Project

‘J_l Procurement Method:

 FUNDING INFORMATION

4 | Procuring Entity Code: | Naot used at nrescnt _
5 | Procuring Entity District: Dhaka N
[ Expression of Interest for Selection of : Individual Consultant {T-It;n: based)
7 | Invitation Ref No.: 57.03.0000.000.07_008.21-64
B Date: 24.04.2022
KEY INFORMATION

| Individual Consultant Selcét_-i'on (Time Based)

10 | Budget and Source of Funds:

Development Budget (IDA)

11 | Development Partners:
PARTICULAR INFORMATION

| International Development Association (IDA)

12 | Project Code:

(13 I‘-‘ro;-.ct Name:

14 | EOI Closing Date and Time:

P-167506

[ a‘.uéul'ﬁ;}{fﬁiﬁ and Strengthening Skills for Economie Transformation

(ASSET) Project

"1 723.05.2022 and 5.00 P.M.

INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS
15 | Brief I:-e-wnptmn of J\“mmurut

Expericnce, Resources and Delivery C

relevant disciplines ete.;

« The FMS will take nver'ﬂl C]'I‘ITP: under the leadership of the PD of the project in accounting and financial
management; and conduct the tasks to ensure transpatent and aecountable financial management;

=  Be responsible for preparing all linancial and accounting documents in line with World Bank Guidehnes and Public
procurement Rules. The Consultant shall maintain financial records and menitoring systems to record and reconcile
expenditure, balances, payments, statements and other day to day transaclions and reports;

s  Ensure that all financial management components of projects are implemented according to development partners
and the government’s finance and cxpenditure management law and regulations;

#  Prepare the Financial Muanagement Reports (FMRs), Statement of Expenditure (SOE) and Bank Reconciliation
Statements as well as other periodic financial statement;

s N.B. Please see the ToR for detail description of assignment

“apacity Required:

¢«  The FM bpcclahst will have at least fifteen (15) years' L‘X[‘LI'ILHLE m .lLLL!utilIlIE and financial management, with at
least three years in a8 managerial position in 2 government or semi-government! autonomous organization.
Experience in accounting and financial management procedures of the World Bank will be required.

= Master's Degree with honors in a relevant discipline, e.g Commerce, Business Management, Accounting, or other

= Professional qualification from any of the IFAC bodies such as ICAB/ACCA/CIMA/CMA/CFA is mandatory;
= N.B. Please see the ToR for detail r::cprncnu: resources and delivery capacity required

17 | Other Details (1f Applicable):

Interested applicants shall obtain further information from the Project
office during office time in any working day before the closing date.
[ They also requested to collect Standard Procurement Document (SPD)
| and other documents from the office undersigned during office time

T PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

and website of DTE (www.techedu.gov. bd) within the stipulated date,
18 | Association with foreign firm is Nut Applicable -
19 Ref No, Phasing of Location Indicative Indicative
S 1 Services Start Date Completion Date
57.03.0000.000.07.008.21-64 24 Person Month DTE, Dhaka 01 June, 2022 31 May, 2024

20 | Name of Official Tnviting EOI:

| M. Mohsin_

21 | Designation of Official Inviting EOI:

Project Director{Additional Secretary), ASSET Project

22 | Address of Official Inviting EOI:

Project Direcior,

Accelerating and Strengthening Skills  for
Transformation (ASSET) Project, Directorate of Technical Education, Room
Mo - 501, F/4-B, Agargaon A/A, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka- 1207

Economic

23 | Contact details of Official Inviting EOI

Tel: 02-41024954

G0-8M

24 | The Procuring Entity reserves the right to reject all the Tenders or annul the Tender proceedings

Project Director (Additional Secretary)

T

(M. Mohsin)




