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Labourers were seen laying bricks on the under-construction road in Dudpukuria-Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary, and 
some were constructing drains on the side. Roads and Highways Department is building it without taking permission of 
forest department, violating relevant rules and potentially damaging the ecology. This photo was taken recently.
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ROAD TO RUIN
RHD building road through wildlife sanctuary in Ctg without 

taking permission from forest department
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Which is more important, protecting 
the plants and wildlife of a sanctuary, 
or making a road in the middle of 
the forest, potentially risking the 
ecological balance? 

For Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD), the choice was 
easy, so easy that they didn’t even 

bother to follow relevant rules to 
implement their decision. 

After a demi official (DO) letter was 
issued by a local lawmaker, RHD felled 
thousands of trees in Dudpukuria-
Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary 
(DDWS) in Chattogram to build a 
16-kilometre road.

It has done this without obtaining 
permission from the forest 

department, and in the process, broke 
a number of regulations.

The under-construction road 
will connect Khanhat area of 
Chattogram’s Chandanaish upazila to 
Bandarban Sadar.

Md Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, 
lawmaker from Chandanaish, has 
given the DO letter to the Road 
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Keen on taking 
more Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers
UN officials tell army chief
STAR REPORT

Bangladesh Army Chief, General SM Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, has held bilateral meetings with several 
senior officials of the UN Headquarters on various 
issues of mutual interest, including peacekeeping 
operations.

During his visit to the UN Headquarters 
in New York on April 25 and 26, he met with 
Gilles Michaud, under-secretary-general of the 
UN Department of Security and Safety; Maj 
Gen Maureen O’Brien, acting military adviser; 
Mohammed Khaled Khiari, assistant secretary-
general (ASG), Department of Political and 
Peace Building Affairs; Christian Saunders, ASG, 
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Monitoring, 
mapping vital
Speakers tell seminar 
on tidal mudflats
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than 900 square kilometres 
of mudflats are currently visible in 
Bangladesh’s coastal area, stretching from 
the Sundarbans’ eastern part to Teknaf, 
revealed a recent research.

Bangladesh Space Research and 
Remote Sensing Organisation (Sparso) 
revealed the findings in a seminar held 
at their seminar hall in the capital on 
Tuesday.

Mudflats are the newly formed lands 
that appear during low tides and go 
underwater 
during high 
tides. According 
to Sparso 
researchers, 
higher parts of 
the mudflats are 
formed in the 
central region 
in Noakhali 
district. 

In his presentation titled “Mapping 
Tidal Mudflats in the Coastal Regions of 
Bangladesh”, Dr Mahmudur Rahman, 
Sparso’s chief scientific officer, said tidal 
mudflats are undergoing continuous 
changes. 

He mentioned that many areas in 
the coastal regions have eroded and 
disappeared in the river and the sea. 
However, new lands have also been 
formed by the sediment transported by 
the rivers. 

“Hence, mapping and continuous 
monitoring of tidal mudflats are 
important,” said Dr Rahman. 

Mudflats are the 
newly formed 

lands that 
appear during 

low tides and  
go underwater 

during high tides.
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Selling back 
to those they 
stole from
7 members of car-part 
theft gang held, says DB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There’s an organised syndicate that can steal car 
parts within two to three minutes.

But its activities are a bit strange. The 
syndicate only targets luxury cars. After stealing 
the parts, it sells them to different car-part shops.

Why only luxury cars? Because their parts 
are not available in 
the local market. 
So, when the car 
owner searches for 
them, they only 
find them in the 
shops connected 
with the syndicate. 
These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 
exorbitant price.

Police’s detective 
branch (DB) 
yesterday claimed 
to have arrested 
seven members 
of the syndicate, 
including two car-
part shop owners.

They were arrested from the capital’s Paltan 
and Bhatara areas on Tuesday.

The syndicate used to steal side mirrors, mirror 
covers and car doors, among other components, 
of cars parked in quiet areas of the city.

The arrestees are Enamul Mollah (35), Enamul 
Haque alias Enam (47), Bakul Chowdhury (24), 

Why only luxury 
cars? Because 
their parts are 

not available in 
the local  market. 

So, when the car 
owner searches 

for them, they only 
find them in the 

shops connected 
with the syndicate. 

These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 

exorbitant price. 
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