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Billal Hossain (28), Iqbal 
Hossain alias Palash (34), 
Sharif Ahmed alias Kalu 
(40) and Iqbal Khan (32).

Of them, Kalu has a car-
part shop in Baridhara, and 
Iqbal’s one is in Paltan.

Mahabub Alam, joint-
commissioner (south) of 
DB, disclosed the findings 
while addressing a briefing 
at DMP. Police recovered 
scores of rear-view and 
side mirrors, grills and 
doors from the arrestees’ 
possession.

Alam said the syndicate 

was involved in stealing car 
parts for the last seven to 
eight years, and Enamul is 
the ringleader.

Detectives said they have 
traced seven car-part shops 
that are involved in such 
activities. They are located 
in Scout Market in Paltan, 
Mohakhali Jeba Tower and 
Dholaikhal area.

Madhusudan Das, 
assistant commissioner 
(Lalbagh division) of DB, 
said the syndicate used to 
steal parts from Gulshan, 
Uttara, Mirpur and 
Dhanmondi.

The journey
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of vehicles. Only private 
cars, microbuses and pick-
up vans are allowed to 
board ferries on this route.

Earlier, ferry operation 
on these routes remained 
suspended for over six 
months, after ferries 
collided with the Padma 
Bridge pillar at least four 
times last year.

Meanwhile, an official 
of BIWTA said Sadarghat 
Launch Terminal witnessed 
normal pressure yesterday. 
They, however, thought the 
rush would start getting 
momentum today.

Monitoring, mapping
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Speakers said the tidal 
mudflat map will play an 
important role in  planning 
and implementation of 
coastal development. It 
will also be  helpful for 
mangrove afforestation, 
land reclamation from the 

sea and  implementation of 
Delta Plan 2100.  

Sparso additional 
secretary Khairul Alam 
was present as a guest of 
honour and Zafar Ullah 
Khan, Sparso chair, 
presided over the seminar.

High officials of the 

Ministry of Defence, 
representatives of the 
Forest Department, Coast 
Guard, Navy, Disaster 
Management Bureau, 
teachers of various 
departments and other 
relevant officials were 
present at the seminar.

Road to ruin
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Transport and Bridges 
Ministry, seeking Tk 5 
crore for construction, on 
April 26 last year.

Once built, the road will 
facilitate loggers to access 
ecologically sensitive 
greenery, which is already 
exposed to grabbing, 
logging and wildlife 
hunting, said experts. 

The 11,654-acre DDWS 
-- located at Khurosia 
and Dhopchari range 
of Chattogram South 
Forest, near Chandanaish 
-- is home to at least 608 
species of plants and over 
500 species of fauna. It is a 
wildlife hotspot, according 
to a joint research of 
Chittagong University and 
Jahangirnagar University.

On April 6, 2010, the 
area was officially declared 
a wildlife sanctuary by the 
government. Many kinds of 
reptiles and mammals, like 
monkeys, oriental garden 
lizards, monitor lizards, 
wild boars, wild cats, 
pythons and deer, inhabit 
the sanctuary.

During a recent visit to 
DDWS, this correspondent 
found that labourers 
were laying bricks on 
the road, and some were 
constructing drains on the 
side. Mohammed Badsha, 
a worker, said, “We are 
laying a thousand bricks a 
day. Already 10 kilometres 
of the road have been 
constructed.”

Meanwhile, some 
residents said a paved 
road is required for proper 
movement at the location. 

“It’s difficult to drive 
on unpaved roads. During 
monsoon, traffic on this 
road is completely closed,” 
said Muzibul Haque, a 
resident of Dhopachari.

RHD is constructing the 

road for 6,000 residents 
who live in the forest under 
the union, said Suman 
Singha, executive engineer 
of RHD in Chandanaish.

The cabinet division has 
already issued a circular, 
asking all government 
organisations to obtain 
clearance certificates from 
the forest department 
before starting any 
construction work 
through forests. The forest 
department has written to 
RHD expressing concerns 
over the project, said 
Shafiqul Islam, divisional 
forest officer (DFO) of 
Chattogram-south forest 
department.

“Construction of such 
a structure is forbidden 
under the forest act. They 
cannot do it without our 
consent,” he said.

Suman Singha 
admitted that the project’s 
environmental impact 
has not been assessed. 
“We asked the DFO for 
clearance. But they did not 
allow it.” Lawmaker Nazrul 
commented that human 
life is bigger than forests.

“During monsoon, 
people of the area cannot 
move on the unpaved 
roads. If someone is sick, 
it is not possible to take 
them to the hospital. So, I 
have applied to build a road 
through the sanctuary.”

Experts, however, have 
expressed concerns over 
the construction.

Mohammad Kamal 
Hossain, professor of 
Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Science 
at CU, said if the road is 
built, the sanctuary will be 
divided. Then tree lifters 
and wildlife hunters will 
be able to carry out their 
activities easily.

Keen to take
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Department of Operational 
Support; and Police Adviser 
Luis Ribeiro Carrilho.

Maj Gen Maureen 
expressed interest 
in recruiting more 
peacekeepers from 

Bangladesh in the future, 
according to a press release 
from the Permanent 
Mission of Bangladesh to 
the UN.

During the talks, the 
acting military adviser 
and the ASG of the Peace 

Building Affairs requested 
the army chief to deploy an 
aviation contingent to the 
UN peacekeeping mission 
as soon as possible.

The army chief agreed in 
principle to the request.

Don’t repeat
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opportunity for all 
recruiting agencies instead 
of a syndicate to ensure 
transparent, regular, and 
safe migration,” BCSM said 
in the statement.

Meanwhile, a section of 
member organisations of 
Bangladesh Association of 

International Recruiting 
Agencies (Baira) in a press 
conference at Jatiya Press 
Club yesterday said if a 
fresh syndicate is created to 
send workers to Malaysia, 
then the sector will see 
a rise in irregularities 
and corruption, while 
migration costs increase.

No scope
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that we are safe from 
another,” she said. She 
added that a single, isolated 
case of a novel disease 
could be how the next 
pandemic begins. “We need 
to be prepared to prevent, 
detect and respond to such 
cases.” She recommended 

increasing and improving 
the health workforce, 
strengthening surveillance 
and laboratory systems.

She suggested that 
Bangladesh effectively 
regulates the abuse of 
antibiotics. The US CDC 
would expand its activities 
in the country, she said.  
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