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jails Suu Kyi for 5 years
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the job 

Crisis in Sri 
Lanka
WB to provide $600m 
in financial aid
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HERE WE GO ... Children in festive mood and attire leaning out the window of the Silk City Express at the Kamalapur Railway Station yesterday afternoon. They 
are visiting their grandparents’ home in Rajshahi after a gap of two years to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr, which is less than a week away. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

The glorious 
comeback 
of Jabbarer 
Boli Khela

P1161 ZILA PARISHADS

AL men appointed as 
administrators in most

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday 
appointed immediate past elected 
chairmen of 61 zila parishads as 
administrators, most of them 
ruling Awami League leaders of the 
respective districts.

The LGRD ministry’s Local 
Government Division yesterday 
issued a gazette notification to this 
end.

The development comes 10 days 
after the government dissolved 
the Zila Parishad councils (district 
council) of the districts after their 
five-year tenure expired.

Chief executive officers of 
the zila parishads oversaw the 
administrative and financial 
matters during the period.

“We have already appointed 
immediate past chairmen of 61 zila 
parishads as administrators,” Tazul 
Islam, local government, rural 
development and cooperatives 
minister, said in a statement 

yesterday.
“Administrators will perform 

their duties until the new district 
councils are formed through 
election.”

Dormant district councils 
were revived via the first-ever Zila 
Parishad polls that took place in 

December 28, 2016.
Amid boycotts by the major 

opposition parties, the ruling 
AL-backed candidates became 
chairmen in 25 districts, AL leaders 
running as independents won in 
13, and AL leaders won unopposed 
in 21. Polls were held in two other 
districts later.

In a letter to the Election 
Commission on April 18, the Local 
Government Division urged them 
to take necessary steps to hold 
Zila Parishad elections as soon as 
possible, as tenure of the councils 
was completed.

About the polls, EC Secretary 
Humayun Kabir Khandaker said 
they received the letter from the 
government and that they were 

“Administrators will 
perform their duties until 
the new district councils 

are formed through 
election.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8 

Vaccine plant 
initiative  

losing spirit
MOUDUD AHMMED SUJAN

The country’s initiative to build a vaccine plant and research centre of 
its own is losing steam apparently with the intensity of the pandemic 
waning.

The bitter experience of being promised Covid vaccines and not 
getting those in time seems to be lost on the authorities.

Even though the government had said it was a priority project, the 
plans have not gotten off the drawing board in over eight months.

The development project proposal (DPP) is yet to be finalised and 
the six-acre land in Gopalganj, designated for the project, has not 
been acquired yet, officials concerned said.

No headway has been made to get a foreign biotechnology firm 
signed for the technology transfer of vaccines and production of 
protein-based Covid-19 vaccines, they said.

In July last year, the government moved to set up a fully-fledged 
vaccine plant and research institute after the Covid-19 vaccine supply 
debacle earlier that year. 

On July 16, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina announced in 
parliament that her government was going to set up a vaccine 
institute.

The institute, the first of its kind here, would have three 
components -- a vaccine institute, a vaccine packaging plant, and 
a research and development site. The packaging plant would fill 
ampules, label them, and ensure quality.

Health ministry officials at that time had said the construction of 
the packaging plant would be done by this May. Now they are saying 
they have made major progress but it would take up to a year and a 
half to finish.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

TENTULTALA PLAYGROUND

Home boss yet to 
find a solution
Meeting with rights activists  

yields no results
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal could not yet 
come up with a clear-cut solution after meeting rights activists 
yesterday, the debate over the construction of a police station on 
the Tentultala field rages on.

Talking to reporters after the meeting at his secretariat office, 
Kamal said, “For now, this [field] is fixed for the Thana [police 
station]. It belongs to them as it was allocated following proper 
procedures.

“We need a place for the Kalabagan Police Station… If anyone 
else or the respective mayor can arrange another appropriate 
place, then we’ll consider [moving the station].

He further said, “It [Tentultala] was never a playground. It was 
an abandoned land of the Ministry of Housing and Public Works. 
Most of the new police stations are situated in rented houses, due 
to which police are facing various problems.”

Khushi Kabir, governing body secretary of Nijera Kori; Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association; Iqbal Habib, architect; and Sangeeta Imam, 
cultural activist, attended the 30-minute-long meeting with the 
home boss.

“We want the ongoing construction to stop. We want the 
Eid-ul-Fitr prayers to take place here [Tentultala playgroud]. He 
[Kamal] said he will discuss the issue with the prime minister,” 
Khushi Kabir said after the meeting.

Rizwana Hasan said the home minister also feels the necessity 
of a playground but the authorities have already allocated Tk 27 
crore to build the station. 

The activists also requested Kamal to stop erecting brick walls 
there. 

“We don’t want any face-off between police and locals. If 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 7 

SECOND EDITION

Railway service 
revamped

Says PM flagging off 46  

locomotives of BR

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
yesterday said her government 
turned the state-run 
Bangladesh Railway into 
a profitable agency, 
mentioning that it was 
left in tatters during the 
previous BNP rule.

“As we made BRTC a 
profitable organisation, 
today we have proved that 
train service can be made 
profitable,” she said.

The premier was addressing 
a programme marking the 
launch of two Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujib Mobile Rail Museums and 46 
locomotives.

Hasina said the previous BNP government had shut down train 
services on different routes following suggestions of the World Bank.

She said her government has not only revived the rail transport 
service agency, but also made it profitable.

The PM joined the function at the Kamalapur Railway Station 
through videoconferencing from the Gono Bhaban.

She stressed the need for expediting recruitment of more 
manpower for the Bangladesh Railway (BR) to expand its services.

Hasina said though the BR is a service organisation, it should 
earn profit. This would be possible after the expansion of the railway 
network and opening of new routes being constructed by the 
government, she added.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6 

COMMENTARY

What sort of a  
mindset is it?

MAHFUZ ANAM

Our foreign minister announced on 
Tuesday that he sought India’s assistance 
in lifting the sanctions against Rab. 
According to him, last December when 
the sanctions against Rab -- which, we 
have regularly reported on, has done 
creditable work against terrorism and 
in our fight against extremism -- were 
imposed, he sought India’s help to lobby 
with the US to lift those.  This he said was 
possible because of our extremely warm 
relations with India.

We welcome the level and warmth 
of our ties with India and express our 
appreciation of the many areas of 
cooperation with our neighbour. We 
also welcome the visit of Indian Foreign 
Minister S Jaishankar today to extend 
Indian PM’s invitation to our PM to visit 
India. These and other signs are indeed 
indicative of the high level of support and 
cooperation that currently exists in our 
bilateral relations.

However, we consider it extremely 
demeaning that another country’s 
assistance has been sought to get the 
sanctions against Rab lifted. Seeking 
an ally’s help in matters of supreme 
national interest is not only fine but 
expected. But to try to use India’s 
goodwill for us to plead for the lifting of 

the sanctions against Rab, which consists 
of cancellation of visas for seven serving 
and former officials and restrictions on 
financial transactions of Rab members, 
should be below our dignity. In matters 
of state, this however should not warrant 
soliciting our neighbour’s help. In fact, 
we consider it to be misuse of our “good 
neighbourly” relations.

The demeaning nature of the story 
does not end there. Our foreign minister 
gleefully said he met the members 
of Indian-American community (US 
citizens of Indian origin) who agreed 
to lobby for the lifting of the sanctions, 
adding,  “India’s 4.5 million Hindus 
are a very influential group, and they 
promised to raise the issue with the US 
administration.” (Why he had to bring 
the religious identity here beats me. From 
the last that I know there is a very large 
number of  Sikhs among the Indian-
Americans. Why does he preclude any 
Muslims from being a part of India’s 
diaspora?) So he went beyond the state-to-
state relations and lobbied with the Indian 
diaspora. This we consider beyond his 
remit and demonstrative of his mindset 
that we are so weak in dealing with the US 
that we cannot do things on our own and 
need others’ help.

We accept that the Indian community 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3 
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Home boss yet to 
find a solution
FROM PAGE 1

the wall is erected, it will 
not be possible for Eid 
prayers to be conducted 
there,” she said.

Meanwhile, leaders of 
different organisations 
planted trees along the 
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n 
boundary walls of the field.

They also set up a 
banner with the picture 
of the Detailed Area Plan 
(2015-2035), in which the 
playground is earmarked as 
an open space.

Rasheda K Chowdhury, 
vice president of 
Bangladesh Poribesh 
Andolon and former 
adviser to a caretaker 
government, said, “It is 
alarming that police are 
grabbing a playground to 
build a police station… If 
such practices continue, 
children will have no 
playgrounds to play on.

“Salaries of law enforcers 
come from the citizens’ tax 
money. So, as taxpayers 
we are demanding that 
the authorities stop the 
construction of the station 
on the playground as early 
as possible and that it be 
kept open for all.”

Terming the field the 
lungs or breathing space 
for the area, Zafrullah 
Chowdhury, founder of 
Gonoshasthaya Kendra, 
said, “The destruction of 
the playground [and such 
open space] will result in 
the destruction of my own 
lungs, and those of the 
prime minister and home 
minister.”

Mohammad Arif 
Hossain, a fifth grader, said 
they have been playing on 

the field for the last eight 
years.

“They [the authorities] 
are suggesting we go to 
Kalabagan playground 
but it is far away from our 
home. It is also not easy to 
get a chance to play there.”
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SSC, equivalent exams 
from June 19
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

This year’s Secondary School Certificate (SSC) and 
its equivalent examinations will begin on June 19, 
about three and a half months later than usual.

Theoretical exams will end on July 6, and 
practical tests will be held between July 13 and 19, 
according to an order.

Students will take the Bangla 1st paper test 
on the first day of the exams, which will start at 
2:00pm.

They will take tests on more subjects this year 
compared to last year.

Like the previous year, SSC exams this year will 
also be held on a shortened syllabus and for fewer 
marks than usual.

Last year, SSC candidates sat for tests on only 
three optional subjects with a shortened syllabus 
and fewer marks due to the pandemic.

This year, candidates will have to sit for tests 
on Bangla, English, Mathematics, and a fourth 
subject, besides the three optional subjects.

They will not need to sit for exams on religion, 
ICT, Bangladesh and Global Studies, and Science.

Shab-e-Qadr tonight
BSS, Dhaka

The holy Shab-e-Qadr, also known as Lailatul 
Qadr, when the first verses of the holy Quran 
were revealed to Prophet Hazrat Muhammad 
(PBUH), will be observed across the country 
tonight.

Muslim devotees will pass the night offering 
special prayers, reciting the holy Quran, holding 
zikr and performing other religious activities, 
seeking blessings of almighty Allah for long life, 
peace and progress for themselves, their families, 
relatives, friends as well as the nation and the 
Muslim Ummah.

Meanwhile, President Abdul Hamid and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have greeted the 
countrymen and the Muslim Ummah on the 
occasion.

Friday will be a public holiday.

Five killed in road crashes
STAR REPORT

Five people were killed and five others injured 
in road accidents in three districts yesterday, 
according to reports from our correspondents.

In Mymensingh, a microbus collided with a 
truck in Tarakanda upazila around 9:00am.

Two passengers of the microbus -- Hanufa 
Begum, 50, and Mahmudul Islam, 30 -- died 
on the spot and five others were injured in the 
accident, said SI Abdus Saboor of Tarakanda 
Police Station.

In Gaibandha, two people were killed when a 
Panchagarh-bound bus from Dhaka rammed a 
vegetable-laden auto-rickshaw in Maheshpur area 
of Palasbari upazila, said Noor Nabi Pradhan, in-
charge of Govindganj highway police outpost.

The deceased were identified as Taju and Sohel.
In Chattogram, Mohammed Hossen, 55, a 

security guard, was killed after a bus hit him 
while he was walking along Bayezid Link Road 
in Arefinnagar, said Kamruzzaman, officer-in-
charge of Bayezid Police Station.

Police seized the bus but its driver managed to 
flee.

EID RUSH AT FERRY TERMINALS

Hundreds stuck  
in gridlock

ZAHANGIR SHAH and SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Hundreds of Eid holidaymakers are 
suffering at ferry terminals as long 
tailbacks causing them wait for hours.

An insufficient number of ferries, 
technical failures and growing 
number of vehicles are the main 
reasons behind the sufferings, 
alleged passengers and transport 
operators. 

The major ferry routes in the 
country are Paturia-Daulatdia, 
Aircha-Kazirhat, Shimulia-
Banglabazar and Shimulia-
Majhikandi. 

Of them, Paturia and Aricha are 
in Manikganj whereas Daulatdia, 
Kazirhat, Shimulia, Banglabazar 
and Majhikandi are in Rajbari, 
Pabna, Munshiganj, Madaripur and 
Shariatpur respectively. 

Bangladesh Inland Water 
Transport Corporation (BIWTC) 
operates the ferry services on these 
routes. 

As there is almost no coronavirus 
restriction this time, the tailbacks 
would be longer than the previous 

two years, feared the authorities. 
Experts estimated around 1.2 

crore people would be leaving Dhaka 
ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr. 

In such a situation, transportation 
is being hampered on the Jamuna 
river due to shortage of ferries. Only 
three ferries ply on Aricha-Kazirhat 
route. 

Around 350 vehicles cross the river 
using these ferries in regular times. 
However, the numbers of vehicles 
doubled, said BIWTC officials. 

Sources at BIWTC’s Aricha 
Regional Office said all the three 
ferries are old and ply at a snail’s pace. 

In fact, one of the ferries -- 
Ranikhet -- faced technical failures 
thrice on Tuesday, they added. 

Mahtab Pramanik, a truck driver 
from Pabna, said, “I arrived at Aricha 
Ghat at 2:15am Tuesday. I could not 
get on the ferry till 4:00pm. I don’t 
know when I will be able to board on 
a ferry.” 

More than 100 trucks are stuck at 
Aricha Ghat, he added. 

Contacted, BIWTC’s Assistant 
General Manager (Marine) Abdus 

Sattar said they have a plan of adding 
another ferry in the fleet to cope 
with the Eid rush. 

On Shimulia-Banglabazar and 
Shimuli-Majhikandi routes, eight 
small ferries remain operational. 

Only private cars, microbuses and 
covered vans can board ferries on 
this route. 

BIWTC Chairman Ahmed 
Shamim Al Razi said two more 
ferries would be included in the fleet 
by Friday. 

However, a terminal source said 
these ferries were not enough as 
seventeen to eighteen ferries used to 
ply during eid rush in the previous 
years. 

Awlad Hossain, a private car driver 
who was traveling from Dhaka to 
Barishal, said, “I reached Shimulia 
terminal around 4:00am today 
(yesterday) and I could board ferry 
after waiting for around five hours.” 

Contacted, BIWTC’s Manager 
(Commerce) at Shimulia Ghat 
Jamal Hossain said around 500 
vehicles were in the queue yesterday 
morning. 

Vaccine plant
FROM PAGE 1

Even before the PM’s 
announcement in 
parliament, Health 
Minister Zahid Maleque 
told reporters on June 26 
last year that he had asked 
officials to make a project 
profile.

Weeks later, the ministry 
formed a nine-member 
technical committee on 
vaccine production on July 12.

The committee 
recommended signing 
a contract with the US 
biotechnology firm Dyadic 
International for vaccine 
technology transfer and 
initiating discussions for 
producing protein-based 
Covid vaccines.

But the work of the 
committee seems to have 
stopped after that. 

Abdur Rahman, a 
member of the committee 
and dean of the Faculty 
of Pharmacy at Dhaka 
University, told The Daily 
Star, “We had no meeting 
since we made those 
recommendations last year. I 
have no idea about the latest 
situation.”

Regarding the slow pace 
of the project, Ehsanul 
Kabir Jaglul, coordinator of 
the project and managing 
director and CEO of 
Essential Drug Company 
Ltd, told The Daily Star, 
“We are working to build 
a state-of-the-art vaccine 
production and research 
facility so that we can 
develop our own expertise. It 
is a huge job. So, the delay is 
normal.

“The primary reason 
behind the delay is that some 
of the landowners lodged 
cases with the court. We 
could resolve the issue only 
last month. Without land, we 
can’t go ahead,” Kabir said.

He hoped that land 

acquisition would be done in 
three months (by July).

About the delay in 
preparing the DPP, he said, 
“We have already submitted 
the pre-DPP to the ministry, 
and are progressing with 
other work based on it. We 
can’t finalise the DPP before 
we ensure land acquisition.”

Kabir said the initial 
project cost is estimated to 
be around Tk 3,000 crore 
and it would be completed 
within five years.

About the deal with 
Dyadic, he said, “We have 
sent the draft MoU to the 
health ministry a month 
ago. The law ministry has 
given the go-ahead. It is 
waiting for the foreign-
ministry vetting.”

He said that there was a 
meeting between the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
and officials of Economic 
Relations Division and 
Essential Drug officials on 
April 4. 

“We are hopeful of getting 
$300 million in loans from 
the bank,” Kabir said.

“We are now working on 
finalising the DPP. We will 
start training people within 
the next month [May] with 
support from the ADB.” 

Prof Nazrul Islam, a 
member of the National 
Technical Advisory 
Committee (NTAC) on 
Covid-19, told The Daily Star 
last week, “Such delay for a 
priority project is not good 
at all. 

“When there is urgency 
from the top executive 
[the prime minister] of the 
government, officials work, 
otherwise they do not … this 
is a very bad culture.

“A vaccine institute is 
urgent not only to meet the 
Covid-19 vaccine demands 
but for other vaccines too,” 
Nazrul stressed.

AL men
FROM PAGE 1 

working on it.
As per the Zila Parishad 

Act, 2000, amended in 
2022, the administrator 
will be in office until a new 
administration is formed. 
However, the term of the 
administrator will not 
be over 180 days and an 
individual cannot be the 
administrator more than 
once.

According to the 
law, only the elected 
representatives of different 
local government bodies 
like city corporations, 
upazila parishads, 
union parishads, and 
municipalities will vote 
to elect a chairman and 
general members and 
women members in 
reserved seats in each 
district council.

Earlier, LGRD Minister 
Tajul Islam said the EC 
could not hold elections to 
all union parishads due to 
the pandemic. 

Union Parishad 
members are also voters of 
zila parishads.

However, EC officials said 
they could not hold the Zila 
Parishad polls as amending 
of the Zila Parishad Act, 
2000, was under process 
and Ramadan had begun.

Nearly 60 percent of 
US population had 
Covid by February
AFP, Washington

By February of this year, 58 percent of 
the US population -- more than 190 
million people -- had been infected with 
Covid, according to an antibody survey 
by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) published Tuesday.

The figure is far higher than the 80 
million officially recorded cases, with 
the majority of infections undiagnosed, 
asymptomatic or unreported.

Roughly 75 percent of people under 18 
had been infected, according to a paper 
based on a nationally representative study 
of antibody levels.

India too hot
Says Modi, sends 
fire warning 
nationwide as Delhi 
landfill burns

REUTERS, New Delhi

India is getting too hot too 
early, raising the risk of fires, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi warned yesterday, 
as New Delhi sweltered in 
extreme heat and a burning 
landfill on the outskirts of 
the capital spewed toxic 
smoke into the air.

“Temperatures are rising 
rapidly in the country, and 
rising much earlier than 
usual,” Modi told heads of 
India’s state governments in 
an online conference.

“During such a time, 
we are seeing increasing 
incidents of fires in various 
places - in jungles, important 
buildings and in hospitals - 
in the past few days.”

What sort of a mindset is it?
FROM PAGE 1

in the US is far better placed 
than ours but shouldn’t 
his first port of call have 
been the Bangladeshi 
community? Wouldn’t 
that have been more 
honourable and dignified? 
What message does it 
convey when our foreign 
minister prefers to appeal 
to the community of 
another country -- however 
friendly -- and not to his 
own? Over the years, our 
own community’s power 
and prestige have risen and 
with it its ability to lobby 
and influence. Having lived 
there for years and last 
as our representative at 
the UN, he should know it 
better than many others.

What is most frustrating 
is our refusal to accept that 
the sanctions as something 
far more than a lobbying 
issue. It is about how our 
law enforcement agencies 
function, how respectful 
they are of our own laws, 
how much they respect an 
individual’s human and 
fundamental rights, and 
their rules of engagement 
in dealing with suspects in 
particular and the public 
in general.  It is more 
about the process and 
general functioning of the 
institution concerned. We 
just don’t seem to get it.

The sanctions against 
Rab were imposed under 
The Global Magnitsky Act 
by the US Department of 
Treasury and deal with 
financial transactions 
of Rab. The sanctions 
stipulate that Rab members 
“will neither be allowed to 
own properties in the US 
nor engage in transactions 

with anyone in the US”. 
However, only seven former 
and current officials of 
Rab will be restricted from 
entering the US.

So we are using our 
valuable bilateral relations 
with India to get US visa 
restrictions lifted for seven 
officials and for facilitating 
commercial activities of 
Rab members. For this we 
are also appealing to the 
Indian diaspora in the US 
to lobby for us? So today 
it’s Rab, and if police 
tomorrow and the BGB the 
day after face questions 
on their performances, 
instead of addressing them, 
are we going to rush to 
another country for help? 
Is this how we conduct our 
foreign policy?

On addressing internal 
governance of our law 
enforcement agencies, our 
foreign minister said we 
have inbuilt mechanisms 
of accountability. May 
be we have. But are they 
working? When we last 
checked, custodial deaths 
hadn’t stopped. What 
about disappearances? 
Why do people who 
reappear after a period of 
“disappearance” never talk 
about where they were, 
how they were treated and 
most importantly who kept 
them confined? Do all of 
them suffer from amnesia 
just for those days? Or is it 
because he doesn’t want to 
recall the memories of that 
harrowing experience? Or 
is there something else at 
play?

There is a bigger danger 
awaiting us under the 
so-called Leahy Law of 
the US. This law restricts 

assistance to entities 
accused of committing 
human rights violations, 
specifically governing 
assistance by state and 
defence departments. (See 
our report dated January 
16, 2022, by Zyma Islam).  
It is awaiting our consent. 
If we agree to abide by 
it, then every dollar we 
get as US assistance for 
security agencies has to 
be accounted for. If we 
don’t consent, then the 
assistance will dry up and 
along with it, some defence 
collaboration.

Why should we be in 
a position of fear that 
scrutiny by a foreign 
power will reveal serious 
shortcomings in how 
some of our institutions 
function? Why shouldn’t 
we concentrate on 
reforming our errant law 
enforcement institutions 
-- demand for which is 
widespread, and acting 
on it will greatly improve 
the government’s public 
standing -- instead of 
going from door to door 
pleading for assistance to 
extricate ourselves from 
humiliating laws imposed 
by others.

When our prime 
minister says that 
Bangladeshis will walk tall 
and with their heads held 
high it resonates with us, 
and fills our hearts with 
pride. This pride is hurt 
when other countries 
sanction us. Our pride 
is wrenched from inside 
when we read reports 
of international bodies 
revealing facts that we 
are too afraid to reveal 
ourselves. We bow our 

heads in shame when we 
know things to be true 
and yet see those in power 
blatantly deny them and 
blame others for it.   

However, the way out 
of this world of such 
“untruths” is not through 
lobbying or pleading 
with others for a good 
word here or compliment 
there. The way out is 
through genuine and 
comprehensive reforms 
that we can truly believe 
in. We are economically 
strong. Let us now become 
morally and ethically 
robust. Let that be a part 
of our graduation to a 
middle income country.

People take part in a rally demanding international leaders to organise a humanitarian corridor for evacuation 
of Ukrainian military and civilians from Mariupol, amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in central Kyiv, Ukraine, 
yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

Jaishankar to 
fly in today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India’s External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
is expected to land 
in Dhaka today for 
his on a one-day 
visit.

He will 
meet Foreign 
Minister AK 
Abdul Momen to 
discuss the dates of 
the Joint Consultative 
Commission and the Joint 
River Commission, the Teesta water 
agreement, the issue of border killings 
and India’s imposition of anti-dumping 
duty on Bangladesh’s jute.

Momen had mentioned these as the 
topics of discussion while speaking 
to journalists at the foreign ministry 
on Tuesday. He also mentioned his 
counterpart’s visit may carry good news 
and a surprise.

Jaishankar will also be carrying the 
formal invitation letter of Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina to visit India, reported Indian 
media quoting current Indian Foreign 
Secretary Harsha Vardhan Shringla. 

India’s newly-appointed foreign 
secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra will also 
join Jaishankar in the visit.

A statement by Indian External Affairs’ 
Ministry said that Jaishankar’s visit is part 
of an intensified engagement between the 
two countries. 

“It may be seen in the context of 
frequent bilateral high-level visits 
and exchanges particularly as both 
sides commemorate fifty years of the 
establishment of diplomatic ties,” it read.

Jaishankar last visited Bangladesh in 
March 2021, said the statement, adding 
that prior to meeting Momen, the Indian 
minister will visit the Prime Minister. 

Concluding his Dhaka visit, the Indian 
minister will travel to Bhutan to discuss 
hydropower cooperation, among other 
issues.

CITY
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Labourers were seen laying bricks on the under-construction road in Dudpukuria-Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary, and 
some were constructing drains on the side. Roads and Highways Department is building it without taking permission of 
forest department, violating relevant rules and potentially damaging the ecology. This photo was taken recently.
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ROAD TO RUIN
RHD building road through wildlife sanctuary in Ctg without 

taking permission from forest department
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Which is more important, protecting 
the plants and wildlife of a sanctuary, 
or making a road in the middle of 
the forest, potentially risking the 
ecological balance? 

For Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD), the choice was 
easy, so easy that they didn’t even 

bother to follow relevant rules to 
implement their decision. 

After a demi official (DO) letter was 
issued by a local lawmaker, RHD felled 
thousands of trees in Dudpukuria-
Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary 
(DDWS) in Chattogram to build a 
16-kilometre road.

It has done this without obtaining 
permission from the forest 

department, and in the process, broke 
a number of regulations.

The under-construction road 
will connect Khanhat area of 
Chattogram’s Chandanaish upazila to 
Bandarban Sadar.

Md Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, 
lawmaker from Chandanaish, has 
given the DO letter to the Road 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Keen on taking 
more Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers
UN officials tell army chief
STAR REPORT

Bangladesh Army Chief, General SM Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, has held bilateral meetings with several 
senior officials of the UN Headquarters on various 
issues of mutual interest, including peacekeeping 
operations.

During his visit to the UN Headquarters 
in New York on April 25 and 26, he met with 
Gilles Michaud, under-secretary-general of the 
UN Department of Security and Safety; Maj 
Gen Maureen O’Brien, acting military adviser; 
Mohammed Khaled Khiari, assistant secretary-
general (ASG), Department of Political and 
Peace Building Affairs; Christian Saunders, ASG, 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Monitoring, 
mapping vital
Speakers tell seminar 
on tidal mudflats
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than 900 square kilometres 
of mudflats are currently visible in 
Bangladesh’s coastal area, stretching from 
the Sundarbans’ eastern part to Teknaf, 
revealed a recent research.

Bangladesh Space Research and 
Remote Sensing Organisation (Sparso) 
revealed the findings in a seminar held 
at their seminar hall in the capital on 
Tuesday.

Mudflats are the newly formed lands 
that appear during low tides and go 
underwater 
during high 
tides. According 
to Sparso 
researchers, 
higher parts of 
the mudflats are 
formed in the 
central region 
in Noakhali 
district. 

In his presentation titled “Mapping 
Tidal Mudflats in the Coastal Regions of 
Bangladesh”, Dr Mahmudur Rahman, 
Sparso’s chief scientific officer, said tidal 
mudflats are undergoing continuous 
changes. 

He mentioned that many areas in 
the coastal regions have eroded and 
disappeared in the river and the sea. 
However, new lands have also been 
formed by the sediment transported by 
the rivers. 

“Hence, mapping and continuous 
monitoring of tidal mudflats are 
important,” said Dr Rahman. 

Mudflats are the 
newly formed 

lands that 
appear during 

low tides and  
go underwater 

during high tides.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Selling back 
to those they 
stole from
7 members of car-part 
theft gang held, says DB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There’s an organised syndicate that can steal car 
parts within two to three minutes.

But its activities are a bit strange. The 
syndicate only targets luxury cars. After stealing 
the parts, it sells them to different car-part shops.

Why only luxury cars? Because their parts 
are not available in 
the local market. 
So, when the car 
owner searches for 
them, they only 
find them in the 
shops connected 
with the syndicate. 
These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 
exorbitant price.

Police’s detective 
branch (DB) 
yesterday claimed 
to have arrested 
seven members 
of the syndicate, 
including two car-
part shop owners.

They were arrested from the capital’s Paltan 
and Bhatara areas on Tuesday.

The syndicate used to steal side mirrors, mirror 
covers and car doors, among other components, 
of cars parked in quiet areas of the city.

The arrestees are Enamul Mollah (35), Enamul 
Haque alias Enam (47), Bakul Chowdhury (24), 

Why only luxury 
cars? Because 
their parts are 

not available in 
the local  market. 

So, when the car 
owner searches 

for them, they only 
find them in the 

shops connected 
with the syndicate. 

These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 

exorbitant price. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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FROM PAGE 5

Billal Hossain (28), Iqbal 
Hossain alias Palash (34), 
Sharif Ahmed alias Kalu 
(40) and Iqbal Khan (32).

Of them, Kalu has a car-
part shop in Baridhara, and 
Iqbal’s one is in Paltan.

Mahabub Alam, joint-
commissioner (south) of 
DB, disclosed the findings 
while addressing a briefing 
at DMP. Police recovered 
scores of rear-view and 
side mirrors, grills and 
doors from the arrestees’ 
possession.

Alam said the syndicate 

was involved in stealing car 
parts for the last seven to 
eight years, and Enamul is 
the ringleader.

Detectives said they have 
traced seven car-part shops 
that are involved in such 
activities. They are located 
in Scout Market in Paltan, 
Mohakhali Jeba Tower and 
Dholaikhal area.

Madhusudan Das, 
assistant commissioner 
(Lalbagh division) of DB, 
said the syndicate used to 
steal parts from Gulshan, 
Uttara, Mirpur and 
Dhanmondi.

The journey
FROM PAGE 3

of vehicles. Only private 
cars, microbuses and pick-
up vans are allowed to 
board ferries on this route.

Earlier, ferry operation 
on these routes remained 
suspended for over six 
months, after ferries 
collided with the Padma 
Bridge pillar at least four 
times last year.

Meanwhile, an official 
of BIWTA said Sadarghat 
Launch Terminal witnessed 
normal pressure yesterday. 
They, however, thought the 
rush would start getting 
momentum today.

Monitoring, mapping
FROM PAGE 5

Speakers said the tidal 
mudflat map will play an 
important role in  planning 
and implementation of 
coastal development. It 
will also be  helpful for 
mangrove afforestation, 
land reclamation from the 

sea and  implementation of 
Delta Plan 2100.  

Sparso additional 
secretary Khairul Alam 
was present as a guest of 
honour and Zafar Ullah 
Khan, Sparso chair, 
presided over the seminar.

High officials of the 

Ministry of Defence, 
representatives of the 
Forest Department, Coast 
Guard, Navy, Disaster 
Management Bureau, 
teachers of various 
departments and other 
relevant officials were 
present at the seminar.

Road to ruin
FROM PAGE 5

Transport and Bridges 
Ministry, seeking Tk 5 
crore for construction, on 
April 26 last year.

Once built, the road will 
facilitate loggers to access 
ecologically sensitive 
greenery, which is already 
exposed to grabbing, 
logging and wildlife 
hunting, said experts. 

The 11,654-acre DDWS 
-- located at Khurosia 
and Dhopchari range 
of Chattogram South 
Forest, near Chandanaish 
-- is home to at least 608 
species of plants and over 
500 species of fauna. It is a 
wildlife hotspot, according 
to a joint research of 
Chittagong University and 
Jahangirnagar University.

On April 6, 2010, the 
area was officially declared 
a wildlife sanctuary by the 
government. Many kinds of 
reptiles and mammals, like 
monkeys, oriental garden 
lizards, monitor lizards, 
wild boars, wild cats, 
pythons and deer, inhabit 
the sanctuary.

During a recent visit to 
DDWS, this correspondent 
found that labourers 
were laying bricks on 
the road, and some were 
constructing drains on the 
side. Mohammed Badsha, 
a worker, said, “We are 
laying a thousand bricks a 
day. Already 10 kilometres 
of the road have been 
constructed.”

Meanwhile, some 
residents said a paved 
road is required for proper 
movement at the location. 

“It’s difficult to drive 
on unpaved roads. During 
monsoon, traffic on this 
road is completely closed,” 
said Muzibul Haque, a 
resident of Dhopachari.

RHD is constructing the 

road for 6,000 residents 
who live in the forest under 
the union, said Suman 
Singha, executive engineer 
of RHD in Chandanaish.

The cabinet division has 
already issued a circular, 
asking all government 
organisations to obtain 
clearance certificates from 
the forest department 
before starting any 
construction work 
through forests. The forest 
department has written to 
RHD expressing concerns 
over the project, said 
Shafiqul Islam, divisional 
forest officer (DFO) of 
Chattogram-south forest 
department.

“Construction of such 
a structure is forbidden 
under the forest act. They 
cannot do it without our 
consent,” he said.

Suman Singha 
admitted that the project’s 
environmental impact 
has not been assessed. 
“We asked the DFO for 
clearance. But they did not 
allow it.” Lawmaker Nazrul 
commented that human 
life is bigger than forests.

“During monsoon, 
people of the area cannot 
move on the unpaved 
roads. If someone is sick, 
it is not possible to take 
them to the hospital. So, I 
have applied to build a road 
through the sanctuary.”

Experts, however, have 
expressed concerns over 
the construction.

Mohammad Kamal 
Hossain, professor of 
Institute of Forestry and 
Environmental Science 
at CU, said if the road is 
built, the sanctuary will be 
divided. Then tree lifters 
and wildlife hunters will 
be able to carry out their 
activities easily.

Keen to take
FROM PAGE 5

Department of Operational 
Support; and Police Adviser 
Luis Ribeiro Carrilho.

Maj Gen Maureen 
expressed interest 
in recruiting more 
peacekeepers from 

Bangladesh in the future, 
according to a press release 
from the Permanent 
Mission of Bangladesh to 
the UN.

During the talks, the 
acting military adviser 
and the ASG of the Peace 

Building Affairs requested 
the army chief to deploy an 
aviation contingent to the 
UN peacekeeping mission 
as soon as possible.

The army chief agreed in 
principle to the request.

Don’t repeat
FROM PAGE 3

opportunity for all 
recruiting agencies instead 
of a syndicate to ensure 
transparent, regular, and 
safe migration,” BCSM said 
in the statement.

Meanwhile, a section of 
member organisations of 
Bangladesh Association of 

International Recruiting 
Agencies (Baira) in a press 
conference at Jatiya Press 
Club yesterday said if a 
fresh syndicate is created to 
send workers to Malaysia, 
then the sector will see 
a rise in irregularities 
and corruption, while 
migration costs increase.

No scope
FROM PAGE 3

that we are safe from 
another,” she said. She 
added that a single, isolated 
case of a novel disease 
could be how the next 
pandemic begins. “We need 
to be prepared to prevent, 
detect and respond to such 
cases.” She recommended 

increasing and improving 
the health workforce, 
strengthening surveillance 
and laboratory systems.

She suggested that 
Bangladesh effectively 
regulates the abuse of 
antibiotics. The US CDC 
would expand its activities 
in the country, she said.  
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Labourers were seen laying bricks on the under-construction road in Dudpukuria-Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary, and 
some were constructing drains on the side. Roads and Highways Department is building it without taking permission of 
forest department, violating relevant rules and potentially damaging the ecology. This photo was taken recently.
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ROAD TO RUIN
RHD building road through wildlife sanctuary in Ctg without 

taking permission from forest department
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Which is more important, protecting 
the plants and wildlife of a sanctuary, 
or making a road in the middle of 
the forest, potentially risking the 
ecological balance? 

For Roads and Highways 
Department (RHD), the choice was 
easy, so easy that they didn’t even 

bother to follow relevant rules to 
implement their decision. 

After a demi official (DO) letter was 
issued by a local lawmaker, RHD felled 
thousands of trees in Dudpukuria-
Dhopachari Wildlife Sanctuary 
(DDWS) in Chattogram to build a 
16-kilometre road.

It has done this without obtaining 
permission from the forest 

department, and in the process, broke 
a number of regulations.

The under-construction road 
will connect Khanhat area of 
Chattogram’s Chandanaish upazila to 
Bandarban Sadar.

Md Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, 
lawmaker from Chandanaish, has 
given the DO letter to the Road 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Keen on taking 
more Bangladeshi 
peacekeepers
UN officials tell army chief
STAR REPORT

Bangladesh Army Chief, General SM Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, has held bilateral meetings with several 
senior officials of the UN Headquarters on various 
issues of mutual interest, including peacekeeping 
operations.

During his visit to the UN Headquarters 
in New York on April 25 and 26, he met with 
Gilles Michaud, under-secretary-general of the 
UN Department of Security and Safety; Maj 
Gen Maureen O’Brien, acting military adviser; 
Mohammed Khaled Khiari, assistant secretary-
general (ASG), Department of Political and 
Peace Building Affairs; Christian Saunders, ASG, 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Monitoring, 
mapping vital
Speakers tell seminar 
on tidal mudflats
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

More than 900 square kilometres 
of mudflats are currently visible in 
Bangladesh’s coastal area, stretching from 
the Sundarbans’ eastern part to Teknaf, 
revealed a recent research.

Bangladesh Space Research and 
Remote Sensing Organisation (Sparso) 
revealed the findings in a seminar held 
at their seminar hall in the capital on 
Tuesday.

Mudflats are the newly formed lands 
that appear during low tides and go 
underwater 
during high 
tides. According 
to Sparso 
researchers, 
higher parts of 
the mudflats are 
formed in the 
central region 
in Noakhali 
district. 

In his presentation titled “Mapping 
Tidal Mudflats in the Coastal Regions of 
Bangladesh”, Dr Mahmudur Rahman, 
Sparso’s chief scientific officer, said tidal 
mudflats are undergoing continuous 
changes. 

He mentioned that many areas in 
the coastal regions have eroded and 
disappeared in the river and the sea. 
However, new lands have also been 
formed by the sediment transported by 
the rivers. 

“Hence, mapping and continuous 
monitoring of tidal mudflats are 
important,” said Dr Rahman. 

Mudflats are the 
newly formed 

lands that 
appear during 

low tides and  
go underwater 

during high tides.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Selling back 
to those they 
stole from
7 members of car-part 
theft gang held, says DB
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

There’s an organised syndicate that can steal car 
parts within two to three minutes.

But its activities are a bit strange. The 
syndicate only targets luxury cars. After stealing 
the parts, it sells them to different car-part shops.

Why only luxury cars? Because their parts 
are not available in 
the local market. 
So, when the car 
owner searches for 
them, they only 
find them in the 
shops connected 
with the syndicate. 
These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 
exorbitant price.

Police’s detective 
branch (DB) 
yesterday claimed 
to have arrested 
seven members 
of the syndicate, 
including two car-
part shop owners.

They were arrested from the capital’s Paltan 
and Bhatara areas on Tuesday.

The syndicate used to steal side mirrors, mirror 
covers and car doors, among other components, 
of cars parked in quiet areas of the city.

The arrestees are Enamul Mollah (35), Enamul 
Haque alias Enam (47), Bakul Chowdhury (24), 

Why only luxury 
cars? Because 
their parts are 

not available in 
the local  market. 

So, when the car 
owner searches 

for them, they only 
find them in the 

shops connected 
with the syndicate. 

These shops then 
sell the parts to the 
actual owner at an 

exorbitant price. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6
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Railway service revamped
FROM PAGE 1

The PM said once it was 
advised that BRTC be 
shut down as it was not a 
profitable venture.

“What matters most 
for a state-owned agency 
is how much service it 
renders to the people, not 
how much profit it makes.”

The premier blasted 
the BNP for damaging the 
railway’s property through 
arson attacks in the name 
of movement.

“When we procured new 
coaches and locomotives, 
BNP unleashed arson 

violence. The most 
unfortunate thing is 
that new train coaches 
carrying passengers were 
set on fire…. What type of 
movement was it? Those 
were rather terrorist 
activities,” she said.

About the newly 
commissioned locomotives, 
the PM said it would help 
the people travel smoothly 
to their homes to celebrate 
the coming Eid-ul-Fitr with 
their families.

Hasina commissioned 
30 meter-gauge 
locomotives and 16 broad-

gauge ones by flagging 
those off. She also opened 
the two mobile rail 
museums on the occasion 
of Mujib Borsho.  

ABM Fazle Karim 
Chowdhury, chairman of 
the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on the Railways 
Ministry, also spoke at the 
programme, presided over 
by Railways Minister Nurul 
Islam Sujan.

PMO Senior Secretary 
Md Tofazzel Hossain Miah 
and US Ambassador to 
Bangladesh Peter Haas 
were present.

Hefty loss
FROM PAGE 16

FY2016-17; Tk 1,325.20 
crore in FY2015-16; Tk 
872.84 crore in 2014-15; 
Tk 801.51 crore in 2013-14; 
Tk 758.11 crore in 2012-13; 
Tk 963.68 crore in 2011-12; 
Tk 862.27 crore in 2010-11; 
Tk 690.9 crore in 2009-
10; and Tk 547.39 crore in 
2008-09, show the books.

100 officials going abroad
FROM PAGE 16

On July 1, 2021, the finance 
ministry issued a circular, 
suspending 50 percent of 
this fiscal year’s allocation 
and asking for abandoning 
of all routine tours.

The money can only 
be spent for emergency 
purposes and considering 
unavoidable circumstances, 
stated the circular.

The government spends 
between $200 and $1,000 
per day as daily allowance, 
including hotel bills, 
depending on the status 
of an official, according to 
a finance division circular 
issued last year.

Former World Bank lead 
economist Zahid Hussain 
said the government should 
have had a cost-benefit 
analysis before sending so 
many officials.

“If there is any benefit, 
people with the technical 
and marketing know-how 
should be there instead 
of high-ranking officials,” 
Zahid Hussain told The 
Daily Star recently.

He said the commercial 

wing of the Bangladesh 
foreign mission in the 
Netherlands should have 
taken care of logistical 
arrangements related to 
the pavilion.

“There is no need to send 
high-ranking officials to 
work in the pavilion,” Zahid 
said, adding that tours 
of high-level officials are 
justified when there is the 
possibility of government-
to-government deals.

“For instance, presence 
of high-level officials 
may be needed when the 
deals are like on duty 
reduction, harmonisation 
of customs procedure 
and arrangements for 
certification of quality 
standards,” he observed.

Mehedi Masood, who 
led theadvanced team 
that included Additional 
Deputy Director of DAE 
Shamim Ahmed, Deputy 
Director Mohammad Zakir 
Hossain and gardener Robi 
Sheikh, recently told The 
Daily Star that there is a 
provision for a pavilion 
director and a deputy 

director for each country at 
the fair.

“That’s why senior 
officials will be going 
there,” said Masood.

He also said the 
Bangladesh embassy in 
the Netherlands could 
only manage one female 
Bangladeshi student to work 
in the stall for two months 
as an interpreter, adding 
that not many Bangladeshi 
expatriates are interested 
to work from 10:00am 
-7:00pm at the stall.

Masood said the pavilion 
will showcase Bangladesh’s 
jute products and improved 
fruit and vegetable 
production.

He said the main theme 
of the Bangladesh pavilion 
is “back to jute, back to 
nature”.

“Around 72 jute 
products are on display in 
the pavilion. We will also 
showcase our achievement 
in the improvement of fruit 
production,” said Mehedi 
Masood, project director 
of “Year-round fruit 
production for nutrition 

improvement”.
He said jute products are 

popular in the Netherlands, 
adding that state-run 
Karim Jute Mills has got 
orders worth millions of 
dollars.

The Bangladesh pavilion 
has been attracting 
hundreds of visitors, he 
said.

Masood said Bangladesh 
Day will be celebrated as a 
mango festival.

“It is likely to be held 
in the first week of July. 
Bangladesh exported 
mango to the Netherlands 
for the first time last year 
and there is a huge demand 
for it,” he said.

He also said some private 
Bangladeshi companies like 
Jalalabad Foods, Landmark 
International, Sonargaon 
International, NHB 
Corporation, Sohag Traders, 
Johora Agro Farms are also 
participating in the fair.

“Most are displaying 
rooftop gardening, safe 
nutrition garden and 
vegetable products,” he 
said.  

DB holds back suspects’ party affiliation
FROM PAGE 16

injured, including 
journalists, students, and 
cops. The cases are now 
under investigation.

The DB is probing two 
murder cases.

About the development 
in the investigation into 
the murder of delivery 
man Nahid Mia, the DB 
official said they would 
soon be able to share 
information on the arrests 
of suspects. 

The 19-year-old was 
beaten and hacked during 
the clashes between Dhaka 
College students and 
shopkeepers on April 19. 
He died at Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital that night.

“We have identified 
some people through 

analysing video footage. 
Dhaka College hostels are 
closed now. Some suspects 
have gone into hiding. 
Several DB teams are trying 
to arrest them,” the official 
said, expressing optimism 
that they would be able to 
give some “positive news” 
soon.

After identifying around 
a dozen suspects, the 
investigation was now 
focusing on two people -- 
Kaiyum and Emon Bashar 
-- both activists of Dhaka 
College Chhatra League, 
said investigators.

Kaiyum, a Dhaka College 
student, in a blue T-shirt 
first hit Nahid with an iron 
pipe and Emon hacked the 
the delivery man with a 
machete, showed footage 

and photos. 
Emon is a second-year 

honours student of Bangla 
at the same college. 
MORSALIN MURDER
The DB joint commissioner 
yesterday said they were 
still clueless about the 
murder of clothing shop 
salesman Md Morsalin, 27.

“There’s still no clue to 
the murder. We primarily 
suspect that he might 
have been hit by chunks 
of bricks and later died of 
his wounds. We are yet to 
confirm the location from 
where the chunks of bricks 
were hurled,” Mahbub 
told reporters at the press 
briefing.

He said those who 
hurled chunks of bricks 
or led mobs during the 

clashes cannot avoid their 
responsibilities. “We are 
trying to identify and 
interrogate them.” 

Morsalin, who suffered 
head injuries during the 
clashes, died early on April 
21. The 27-year-old was 
a salesman at a clothing 
shop at the New Super 
Market.

Also yesterday, a Dhaka 
court sent Mokbul Hossain 
to jail after police produced 
him before it on expiry of 
three-day remand in a case 
filed in connection with the 
clashes.

Mokbul is a member 
of the Dhaka South BNP 
convening committee and 
also a former president of 
the party’s New Market 
thana unit.

Russia destroys
FROM PAGE 16

yesterday that it has 
banned entry to 287 British 
MPs in response to the UK’s 
sanctions against Russian 
parliamentarians over the 
war in Ukraine.

The ministry also 
said it had traded Trevor 
Reed, a former US Marine 
held in a Russian jail, for 
Russian citizen Konstantin 
Yaroshenko, who was 
serving a 20-year sentence 
in the United States. 

Home’s  inaction to blame
FROM PAGE 16

from the home ministry, he 
said.

Shahriar said lifting of 
the sanctions would take 
time.

Bangladesh would 
not have been in such an 
unpleasant situation had 
that information been 
sent to the countries and 
organisations concerned, 
Shahriar said, according to 
the minutes of a meeting of 
the parliamentary standing 
committee on foreign 
affairs held in February.

The minutes were 
approved at another 
meeting of the JS body 
yesterday.

At the February meeting, 
the parliamentary body 
blasted the foreign ministry 
for “being oblivious to the 
impending US sanctions on 
Rab”.

The JS body said it 
considered it a complete 
failure that the Bangladesh 
embassy in the US “had no 
idea about the US decision 
against such an important 
law enforcement agency in 
Bangladesh”.

The parliamentary 
watchdog asked the foreign 
ministry if any other 
country or organisation 
was considering similar 
sanctions. Besides, it 

advised that the missions 
abroad, especially in the 
US and Europe, play a more 
proactive role.

On December 10 last 
year, the US imposed 
human rights-related 
sanctions on Rab and seven 
of its current and former 
top officials.

According to the 
meeting minutes, the 
chairman of the committee, 
Muhammad Farooq Khan, 
said it was an utter failure 
of the Bangladesh embassy 
in Washington DC.

Nahim Razzak, a 
member of the committee, 
said a vested group was 
pushing propaganda for 
a long time to make the 
Bangladesh government 
controversial before 
the world by recruiting 
lobbyists in different 
countries.

But the foreign ministry 
had failed to deal with this 
propaganda, he said.

Shahriar said the 
ministry and the missions 
were working hard to tackle 
the propaganda.

Minister Momen said 
Bangladesh missions 
abroad work as lobbyists. 
But the lobbyist firms 
appointed by others are 
more influential because 
the embassy officials 

are not so close to the 
lawmakers of that country.

On the other hand, the 
question of accountability 
comes while spending 
public money to hire 
lobbyists.

“So, there are restrictions 
on hiring lobbyist firms 
abroad by spending huge 
sums of money,” he said.

Fayaz Murshid Kazi, 
DG of the US wing of the 
foreign ministry, said 
no communication was 
possible between the Biden 
administration and the 
foreign ministry because 
of the Covid-19. The US 
did not raise or discuss the 
issue of sanctions against 
Rab in any forum, they did 
it very secretly, he said.

Air tickets get
FROM PAGE 16

Since the Saudi authorities 
will allocate a slot to Biman, 
the final decision to begin 
the hajj flight depends on 
their permission, Ali said, 
adding that it is expected 
to start from May 31.

The Hajj Agencies 
Association of Bangladesh 
(HAAB), a platform of more 
than 1,500 hajj operators, are 
not happy with the airfare.

“We as well as the 
religious affairs ministry 
had recommended fixing 
the hajj airfare at Tk 1.25 
lakh. But the ministry didn’t 
pay heed to our demand,” M 
Shahadat Hossain Taslim, 
president of HAAB, told The 
Daily Star.

After a gap of two years, 
Bangladeshis will once 
again be allowed into Saudi 
Arabia to perform Hajj.

In 2019, a total of 1.27 
lakh Bangladeshis were 
allowed to perform hajj. 

This year, the Saudi 
government will allow 
one million people from 
around the world to 
perform Hajj, with 57,585 
being Bangladeshis.

SHARMIN JOYA

Popular actress Quazi Nawshaba Ahmed made her debut 
in theatre with the play “Sonata” in 2011, and on television 
with the fiction, “Chhotobela Borobela”. Her first silver 
screen appearance was in the film “Udhao”, released in 
2015. She continued to impress the audience with her 
acting prowess in films like “Chhuye Dile Mon”, “Dhaka 
Attack”, “Bhuban Majhi” and “Chandrabati Kotha” 
among others, since then. She also worked on television 
projects and TVCs, besides being a voice artiste. She 
has voiced the Sisimpur character Bhuto, and directed 
her own puppet shows for three consecutive years.

Nawshaba also played a pivotal role in “Mishti Kichu”, 
the second episode of Nuhash Humayun’s anthology 
series for Chorki, “Pett Kata Shaw”. 

She will star in the Eid special serial “Bhai Khub 
Sensitive” in six different avatars, in each of its 

seven episodes. 
“We shot for this project in three days, 
which was really challenging. I acted in 

two different roles each day, beginning 
from morning till evening,” she says. 

The serial is written and directed 
by Harun Rusho. Nawshaba plays 
an actress, a beggar, house help, 
doctor, pregnant woman living in 
a slum and hijacker in it. 

“Layered with comedy, the 
serial carries social messages. 

I hope the audience likes our 
effort,” she asserts. “The script 

really amazed me, and I believe 
that if we had a bigger budget 

and produced it for OTT platforms or 
the silver screen, the story would have 
worked better.”

“Bhai Khub Sensitive” also features 
Mukit Zakaria, Syed Shiplu, and Anila 
Tanjum among others.

Nawshaba will also be featured on “Chader 
Haat”, a family drama slated for release on the 
night before Eid. It is directed by Eamin Elan. “I am 
always up for projects that focus on family bonds, as right 
now, people seem quite detached from one another,” she 
adds. The tele-fiction also features Fakhrul Basher Masum, 
Mili Basher, and Evan Sair among others. 

Nawshaba has also worked on a musical film, which is 
expected to release this Eid.

Nawshaba 
back in her 
element

I am always up 
for projects 
that focus on 
family bonds, 

as right 
now, people 
seem quite 

detached from 
one another. Bijori Barkatullah 

and Anisul Islam 
Hero to perform 

together this Eid
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT DESK

 Popular dancer Anisul Islam Hero and 
renowned actress and dancer Bijori 
Barkatullah are collaborating for a dance 
programme after a decade. The show, 

titled “Nrittyo Chhonde”, is set to air 
this Eid on BTV. The duo has performed 

together numerous times on stage. 
“Bijori is one of the nicest people I know, she 

is really hardworking. I am elated to work with 
her after a long time, that too, on an Eid show,” 
says Hero.

“Nrittyo Chhonde” is produced by Imam 
Hossain, with Hero as the supervisor. 

Robert Pattinson 
returning for ‘The 
Batman’ sequel

Warner Bros and DC Films have 
officially announced a sequel to 
Matt Reeves’ “The Batman”.

According to reports, Robert 
Pattinson will reprise his role as the 
Capes Crusader and Reeves, who 
served as the writer and director for 
“The Batman”, is set to write the 
script for the sequel.

The Batman stars Pattinson 
as Bruce Wayne and sees him 
contend with the likes of The 
Riddler (Paul Dano), Carmine 
Falcone (John Turturro) and The 
Penguin (Colin Farrell). However, 
he’s not alone in his crusade, as 

he’s joined by Catwoman (Zoë Kravitz) and 
Lt James Gordon (Jeffrey Wright).

The film has impressed audiences and critics 
alike, with many praising its grim and gritty 
aesthetic and noir themes.
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China detects 
first human 
case of H3N8 
bird flu
AFP, Beijing

China has confirmed the 
first known human case of 
the H3N8 strain of avian 
flu, but health authorities 
say there is a low risk of 
widespread transmission 
among people.

City
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11 killed in India 
temple tragedy 
AFP, New Delhi

At least 11 people including three minors were 
killed yesterday after a temple chariot procession 
came into contact with a high-voltage wire in 
India, police said. Initial indications suggested 
that the crowd used water to contain an initial 
fire after the top of the chariot touched the wire 
in the southern state of Tamil Nadu. At least 15 
other people were hospitalised after the incident 
at around 3:00am in the city of Thanjavur. The 
victims were part of the team that was pulling the 
chariot. At least three people died on the spot. 

Forex crisis: Nepal 
bans luxury goods
AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal banned imported liquor, playing cards and 
nearly a dozen other “non-essential” goods to 
address the Himalayan country’s widening trade 
deficit and declining foreign currency reserves, 
officials said yesterday. Falling remittances and 
tourism earnings, combined with a blowout 
budget deficit, have severely dented Nepal’s fiscal 
position during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
central bank has said reserves are only sufficient 
to cover just over six months of imports, down 
from 10 months in mid-2021. A commerce 
ministry directive on Tuesday announced 
prohibitions on the import of several luxury items 
including diamonds, large televisions, expensive 
mobile phones and tobacco until July. 

Suu Kyi gets 5 years for graft
AFP, Yangon

A Myanmar junta court yesterday 
sentenced Aung San Suu Kyi to five 
years in jail for corruption, part of a 
barrage of criminal cases that could 
see the deposed civilian leader jailed 
for decades.

Suu Kyi has been in military custody 
since a coup ousted her government 
in February last year and plunged 
Myanmar into turmoil.

In the latest case, the Nobel laureate 
was accused of accepting a bribe of 
$600,000 in cash and gold bars.

After two days of delays, the special 
court in the military-built capital 
Naypyidaw handed down its verdict 

and sentence at 9:30am (0300 GMT).
“Regarding taking gold and 

dollars from U Phyo Min Thein, the 
court sentenced her to five years’ 
imprisonment,” junta spokesperson 
Zaw Min Tun told AFP.

“She will be under house arrest. I 
do not know whether she asked for 
appeal. They are working according to 
the legal way. As far as I know, she’s in 
good health.”

Local media, citing unnamed 
sources close to the court, later 
reported she plans to appeal 
yesterday’s conviction for corruption.

Suu Kyi still faces a raft of other 
criminal charges, including violating 
the official secrets act, corruption and 

electoral fraud, and could be jailed for 
more than 100 years if convicted on all 
counts.

The 76-year-old had already 
been sentenced to six years in jail 
for incitement against the military, 
breaching Covid-19 rules and breaking 
a telecommunications law -- although 
she will remain under house arrest 
while she fights other charges.

She has not appealed any of those 
convictions.

Suu Kyi has been the face of 
Myanmar’s democratic hopes for more 
than 30 years, but her earlier six-year 
sentence already meant she is likely 
to miss elections the junta has said it 
plans to hold by next year.

People undergo nucleic acid tests for the Covid-19 coronavirus at a makeshift testing site outside office buildings in 
Beijing, yesterday. PHOTO:AFP

Another Palestinian 
killed in West Bank
AFP, Ramallah

Israeli forces yesterday killed an 18-year-old 
Palestinian man in the West Bank flashpoint 
city of Jenin in what the army called its latest 
“counterterrorism” raid following a series of 
attacks in Israel since late March. The army said 
that during the operation at Jenin’s refugee 
camp, troops used “live ammunition” after 
being targeted with gunfire and explosives by 
Palestinian “rioters”. He was shot in the head, a 
hospital official told the official Palestinian news 
agency WAFA. 

Bilawal Bhutto 
appointed Pak 
foreign minister
AFP, Islamabad

The scion of Pakistan’s most influential 
political dynasty was appointed foreign 
minister yesterday, the latest step up 
a ladder likely to take Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari to the top of the country’s 
leadership.

Aged 33, Bhutto becomes one of 
the world’s youngest foreign ministers 
but inherits a diplomatic bag of issues 
that started well before he was born -- 
including relations with arch-rival India.

Bhutto was sworn in two weeks after 
he helped lead an alliance that toppled 
Imran Khan and saw Shehbaz Sharif 
become prime minister.

His first foreign mission in the role will 
be accompanying Sharif today to Saudi 
Arabia, a key trade 
partner and regular 
source of relief for 
Pakistan’s economy.

Bhutto is the son 
of assassinated former 
prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto and ex-president 
Asif Ali Zardari, as well 
as the grandson of 
another former premier, 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.

The new foreign minister is considered 
a progressive, in his mother’s image, and 
has frequently spoken out on the rights of 
women and minorities.

Political commentators have mixed 
opinions on Bhutto’s abilities -- or how 
long he can maintain good relations 
with premier Sharif, of the rival Pakistan 
Muslim League-N (PML-N) party.

“I believe he is an un-tested missile,” 
analyst Hassan Askari Rizvi told AFP. “It is 
too early for a young MP.”

Fellow analyst Farzana Bari disagreed.
“I think Bilawal is intelligent enough to 

hold the fort,” she told AFP.

This (testing 
cuts) makes us 
increasingly blind 
to patterns of 
transmission and 
evolution. When it 
comes to a deadly 

virus, ignorance is not bliss.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
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Imran Ahmed MP, Minister, Ministry of 
Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment. 

Unlock the development potential of 
remittances by reducing the cost of 
migration  

There is always a risk of 
focusing too heavily on 
the development impacts 
of remittances but not 
paying equal attention to 
those who earn and send 
remittances. We should 
constantly be striving 
to support them more. 
We must pay the highest 

attention to the welfare of migrants, and 
ensure that they can personally benefit from 
their journey. 

The government has been trying our best to 
address few very important issues of migration 
management in Bangladesh, including 
through: 

-ensuring an effective insurance scheme for 
Bangladeshi migrant workers, 

-reducing cost of migration and
-increasing skilled migration.
There has been some progress in many 

of these areas. On insurance, for instance, 
migrant workers used to get BDT 200,000 
(USD 2,320) insurance coverage for a premium 
of BDT 990 (USD 11.50), and now they are 
covered for BDT 400,000 (USD 4,650) with 
the same premium. Now, migrants pay BDT 
490 (USD 5.70) of the premium and the rest of 
the premium is paid from the Wage Earners’ 
Welfare Fund. We will continue to strive to 
make the insurance system better. It is possible 
to provide a good insurance scheme if the 
premium is BDT 2,000 (USD 24) where the 
migrant worker and the recruiting agency 
contribute BDT 500 (USD 6) each and the 
government contributes BDT 1,000 (USD 12). 
Another critical factor is that our insurance 
schemes do not cover workers abroad. We have 
to figure out a mechanism to address this issue. 

On addressing the cost of migration, the 
Probashi Kallyan Bank has already disbursed 
around BDT 1,200 crore since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, there is a ceiling 
which limits  migrant workers from obtaining  
loans above a certain amount. There also 
remains a question around who should receive 
these loans: the migrants overseas or their 
families. We must address these issues as soon 
as possible. 

When looking a maximizing the 
development potential of migration and 
remittances, the question isn’t about the 
sheer number of migrants Bangladesh sends. 
Even during the COVID 19 pandemic around 
275,000 migrants went abroad.  The number 
of Bangladeshi migrants who depart overseas 
in 2022 is expected to exceed one million.  
There are two major questions to ask about 
the types of migrants departing Bangladesh: 
are we sending skill migrants abroad; and will 
these migrants remit their earnings through 
regular channels. 

On skilled migrants, there are many training 
centres established in the country, such as 
nursing schools. However, many of the nurses 
who graduate in this country will not get a job 
abroad because they do not have adequate 
language skills. We should prioritize language 
learning for potential skilled migrants. 
Besides English, we should focus on Chinese 
(Mandarin), German and Japanese languages. 
Currently, Germany requires over 400,000 
nurses and caregivers, while the UK is looking 
to recruit over 100,000 nurses. We must put 
greater emphasis on upskilling and reskilling 
our potential migrant workers.

On the channels through which migrant 
workers remit, the majority still send money 
through the Hundi system (informal channel) 
despite receiving a 2.5 percent incentive from 
the government for transferring through 
official channels. The reason for this is that if 
remittances are sent through official channels 
from Dubai the exchange rate used is BDT 
23 per UAE Dirham (AED). But in villages the 
Hundiwalas pay BDT 25 per AED. We have to 
take strong measures to prevent such illegal 
methods of remittance transfer. We need to 
focus on increasing the migration of skilled 
workforce and encourage the migrants to send 
their remittance through regular channels.

An important element of maximizing the 
benefits of migration so making accurate 
information available to all parties. We 
are working on creating a comprehensive 
database of migrants, including aspirant as 
well as returnee migrants. Recruiting agencies 
should also be included in the database. They 
should have the access to the database so that 
they can make selections from there. They 
should go through the process of attestation 
through the same platform. If we can set up a 
functioning digital platform it will help us in 
migration management. It will also make the 
online registration process easier. If needed, 
we should give incentives to encourage people 
to register through this digital platform. It will 
also enable the Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare 
and Overseas Employment to provide support 
to the returnees. 

On setting an ambitious government 
agenda in this field, while we may have 

included a number of strategic targets in 
our planning documents such as in the 8th 
Five-Year Plan, we still face many obstacles in 
implementing these plans and achieving the 
targets. A midterm review of the 8th Five-Year 
Plan is required to better monitor progress and 
revise this strategic plan accordingly. 

There are many stakeholders active in the 
field of migration. To coordinate stakeholders 
there should be an apex body on migration 
management. It should have the authority to 
make binding decisions so that our plans do 
not get tied up in red tape indefinitely.

As noted earlier, the most critical issue in 
the field is the high cost of migration. We need 
to ensure transparency regarding this cost. 
If the cost of going abroad for employment is 
BDT 100,000 on paper, for instance, migrants 
can end up paying four times that amount. 
No one is being held responsible for this. 
Middlemen who make these arrangements 
leave no evidence of their transactions, which 
makes it hard to track. Migrants spend most 
of the time abroad to cover the cost of their 
migration. While it is important to work with 
all stakeholders involved in the migration 
process to reduce cost of migration, this 
process cannot go on indefinitely.   

Dr. Shamsul Alam, State Minister, Ministry of 
Planning

Improving skills profiles and regulating 
private recruitment agencies are the keys 
to development gains through labour 
migration

The 6th Five-Year 
Plan envisioned that 
Bangladesh would 
send 600,000 workers 
abroad, but we actually 
sent 700,000 a year. 
Rather than suffering 
from a current-account 
deficit, Bangladesh now 
has a surplus of foreign 

currency reserves thanks to the earnings from 
exports and remittances.

Migration is further emphasised in the 8th 
Five-Year Plan. ‘ Zero migration cost’ implies 
that employers will bear all migration-related 
costs for the migrant workers. The government 
is also proactive in this regard. Probashi 
Kallyan Bank provides loans when a person 
gets a job abroad.

While the government’s actions so far on 
reducing the cost of migration are laudable, 
more action is required.

To reflect the rapidly changing labour 
market demands, the Bureau of Manpower 
Employment and Training (BMET) has been 
asked to improve their training modules. 
Demand for semi- skilled workers is on the 
decline. Although the number of expatriate 
workers from the Philippines is less compared 
to Bangladesh, they send back more 
remittances. Nepal is also making progress 
in this regard. We must improve the skills of 
our migrant workers and reduce the cost of 
migration.

In terms of training, there are a great 
number of technical training institutes 
in Bangladesh, but are they producing 
appropriately skilled workers? For example, 
almost all the staff at the Grand  Sultan Hotel 
in Sylhet are from the Philippines. We need 
to invest in skills development to create a 
pool of Bangladeshi workers similar to them. 
We need to focus on creating skilled human 
resources in different sectors, including 
information technology, automation and 
robotics.

Establishing effective linkage between 
educational institutions and industries will 
ensure development of a skilled workforce 
and professionals based on industry needs. 
India has revolutionised their ICT sector by 
connecting education to cater to the needs of 
industry. These are examples that we can build 

on for Bangladesh.
In terms of the cost of migration, despite 

there being a multitude of recruiting agencies 
in the country, we see a rise in the cost of 
migration. Competition among these agencies 
should see a reduction in the cost of migration 
cost, and this needs to be investigated. 
Admittedly, recruiting agencies are profit-
seeking businesses. The government should 
monitor these agencies and make sure they 
are not making abnormal profits. We must 
also improve the capacity of law enforcement 
agencies.

Md. Shahidul Haque, Former Foreign Secretary 
and Senior Advisor to IOM

Bangladesh should learn from its 
neighbours about reducing the cost of 
migration

Migration operates on 
the basis of the market 
system. No market 
system is perfect, as 
the market will always 
try to maximise profit. 
Organisations that work 
in an ethical manner 
do not make abnormal 
profits. However, there 

are many agencies in the market that want 
to make a quick buck. Therefore, strong 
monitoring and regulatory mechanisms 
should be in place to ensure that the market 
operates ethically.

 It is very encouraging to see that the 
Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas 
Employment is very involved in matters related 
to migration management.  This is attributed 
to the current leadership and the excellent 
direction coming from the leadership.  At the 
same time we need to bring systematic changes 
to continue to make progress and potential 
improvements.  

 Why does India not face the same 
problems compared to Bangladesh in terms of 
migration? Their policy on migration is very 
solid. In India, it is mandatory to have proper 
insurance policy as a migrant worker, the 
insurance fee charges are shared between the 
migrant worker, the government and company. 
Policies such as these ensure that migrant 
workers are protected from exploitation. 
We should learn from their experience and 
introduce a solid insurance scheme for our 
migrant workers that provide coverage in the 
destination countries.

 Nepal and India have very strict recruitment 
laws — if an agency makes extra profit, the 
owner will likely be punished. Such strong 
policy decisions should be taken in Bangladesh 
to protect migrant workers.

 Bangladesh can and should study and 
adapt some of the mechanism put in place by 
neighbouring countries.

Md Billal Hossain, Managing Director, 
Bangladesh Overseas Employment and Services 
Limited (BOESL)

Migrant workers must know their rights 
and responsibilities

BOESL is the only 
government agency that 
facilitates ethical and 
transparent migration.

The cost is BDT 
36,000 per employee, 
including pre-departure 
orientation, service 
charges and tax.

BOESL sent 6,000 
workers abroad in the 

2020-21 fiscal year, whereas 12,000 migrant 
workers were sent in the first nine months 
of 2021-22 fiscal year. Hardship suffered 
by workers abroad is minimal when going 
through BOESL channels. No workers have 
been killed or tortured in the Bangladesh-
Jordan labour migration corridor.

Workers going abroad also have some 

responsibilities. If they do not know the 
proper process to follow or do not know 
about the proper agencies, then it is difficult 
to protect them from unscrupulous agents. 
In this respect, it is important that migration 
workers know both their rights and their 
responsibilities.

Shashan al Habibe, Executive Director, The 
Jordan Garments, Accessories & Textiles 
Exporter’s Association (JGATE)

Zero cost migration and ethical 
recruitment will ensure that Bangladesh 
gains from sending migrants abroad and 
workers benefit from their journeys

Bangladeshi workers 
go to Jordan through a 
transparent migration 
process with the help 
of BOESL. They are 
being treated well 
there. They get various 
benefits including 
joining trade unions. In 
garment factories, any 

inconvenience to the workers is dealt with the 
greatest sincerity. The Bangladesh-Jordan cost 
of migration is also much lower compared to 
other corridors. 

I think, the reason Bangladeshi migrants 
enjoy all these rights and benefits in Jordan is 
due to the fact that the Jordanian employers 
pay for migration cost of these workers and 
BOESL facilitates their recruitment process 
by following the Employer-Pays-Principle. 
This has been possible only because of the 
commitment of the Jordanian employers 
and BOESL to follow zero cost migration and 
the employer-pays principle in this migration 
corridor. I believe following a policy of zero cost 
migration and ethical recruitment will ensure 
that Bangladesh gains from sending migrants 
abroad and workers will also benefit from their 
journeys.

Mizanur Rahman, Former Joint Secretary, 
BAIRA.

The obstacles faced by recruiting agencies 
should be removed to lower the cost of 
migration and protect migrant workers

Migrants used to spend 
around BDT 1,200,000 
to go to Saudi Arabia. 
Now it only costs BDT 
120,000. It is possible to 
send workers at a lower 
cost if the obstacles faced 
by recruiting agencies are 
removed. About 200,000 
workers have gone to 

Saudi Arabia in the last two months. 
It does not cost anything for female worker 

to migrate. There were many incidents of 
violence against female migrant workers. 
With a few small changes the number of cases 
of violence against them has come down 
significantly. After trying for several years, 
female workers in the Middle East now have the 
right to speak to their relatives in Bangladesh, 
included in their contract of employment. 
Consequently, the number of incidents of 
violence against female workers has decreased. 

BAIRA has struggled to reduce migration 
costs. Migration should be included in the 
curriculum of secondary education. Those 
who want to go abroad need to learn about the 
whole process from a young age. International 
organisations that have been working on 
transparency in migration processes should 
also work in receiving countries. Then we will 
be able to ensure zero cost migration by 2040 
in line with the government’s vision.

Shakirul Islam, Chairman, Ovibashi Karmi 
Unnayan Program (OKUP)

Having laws in place is not enough, they 
must be enforced. 

The question is often asked: why a migrant 
worker is spending so much money to go 
abroad? Instead, we should ask why they are 

forced to pay so much 
money? A large number 
of recruiting agencies 
source workers through 
brokers, and they also 
buy visas. These two 
factors increase the 
cost of migration. The 
government has taken 
steps to regulate brokers 

by amending the law. But having laws in place 
is not enough, they must be enforced. 

There should be a database of prospective 
migrant workers where all information about 
their skills and qualifications is available. 
A model should be developed where all 
recruitment costs are borne by employers.  

Syed Saiful Haque, Chairman, WARBE 
Development Foundation

As long as visas are bought and sold, the 
cost of migration will not decrease. 

As long as visas are 
bought and sold, the cost 
of migration will not 
decrease. Here, we need 
the cooperation of the 
destination country to 
stop sale of visas. We also 
need to invest to increase 
efficiency of our migrant 
workers.

We should properly evaluate recruiting 
agencies before issuing them operating 
licenses. Additionally, the government should 
ensure that once these agencies start working, 
they do so in a safe, ethical and transparent 
manner.

Fathima Nusrath Ghazzali, Officer-in-Charge, 
IOM Bangladesh

Safe, orderly, regular and 
well-managed migration 
benefits migrants and 
their families, as well as 
sending and receiving 
countries. The 8th Five-
Year Plan serves as a 
guiding document which 
will see the country 
graduate from least 
developed country status 

in 2026 and will guide Bangladesh’s effort to 
achieve the 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the objectives of the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular 
Migration (GCM).

Ethical recruitment, low-cost migration, 
the Employer Pays Principle and IOM’s 
International Recruitment Integrity System 
(IRIS) are clearly mentioned in agenda number 
six, eight and nine of the migration chapter 
in the 8th Five-Year Plan. The government 
of Bangladesh made their position clear on 
adopting an ethical process in migration by 
including these principles. IOM will continue 
to work closely with the Government of 
Bangladesh to achieve these goals and provide 
necessary technical support. IOM also works 
with global brands, suppliers and recruiters to 
support them in upholding migrant workers’ 
rights and to adjust operational models to 
protect them.

Migrant workers remain particularly 
vulnerable to exploitation, which often starts 
at recruitment. Migrants are often subject 
to unethical recruitment and employment 
practices, such as excessive fees, retention of 
personal documents, and not being granted 
access to legal protections. The high costs 
of migration in Bangladesh increases the 
likelihood that migrants will end up with 
unsustainable levels of dept, or resort to 
dangerous and irregular migration channel; 
hence increasing their vulnerability.   

Migration is included in the 8th Five-Year 
Plan’s poverty reduction strategy. The plan 
seeks to ensure justice, equity and equality 
for all Bangladeshis, including those abroad, 
aspirant migrants, and returnees. In terms 
of ethical recruitment, the plan notes the 
Government’s intention to introduce the IRIS 
for private recruiting agencies. To achieve 
this broad vision, there needs to be close 
collaboration between the Government 
of Bangladesh, governments of receiving 
countries, recruiters, employers and other key 
stakeholders. 

Abu Sayeed Khan, Advisory Editor, Daily 
Samakal & Moderator of the session

We hope that the 
government will take 
strong steps to eliminate 
all irregularities and bring 
more transparency to 
the migration process.  
The government should 
play the role of a strict 
regulator. If any agency 
indulges in irregularities 

the government must punish them irrespective 
of who they are. The government needs 
to invest more in protecting the rights of 
migrants. I take this opportunity to remind all 
that these migrants have kept the wheels of the 
economy running by sending billions of dollars 
to the country even during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Ethical recruitment is the answer 
Ethical recruitment and zero cost migration in the context of the Eighth Five-Year Plan

The Government of Bangladesh’s prioritisation of remittances as an important tool to support development and drive Bangladesh’s economy further is reflected in their migration-related programmes and 

planning. Remittances should be prioritised, and as such remitters should be valued and protected. In this respect, the Government of Bangladesh should explore mechanisms to support remittance-sending 

Bangladeshi migrant workers abroad. This includes ensuring that migrant workers and their families directly benefit from migration through a process that is ethical     labour migration comes at no cost to 

migrant workers themselves. On March 24, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), in association with the Samakal and The Daily Star, organised a multistakeholder dialogue on “Ethical recruitment 

and zero cost migration in the context of the Eighth Five-Year Plan” in Dhaka. At the dialogue, esteemed guests shared their observations.
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REMEMBERING 

JAMILUR REZA CHOUDHURY

TANVEER AHMED CHOWDHURY

There is hardly any major 
infrastructure development project 
in Bangladesh that has not benefitted 
from the engineering acumen and 
solid leadership skills of Professor 
Dr Jamilur Reza Choudhury. He 
was not only the country’s foremost 
civil engineer but also a leading 
educationist, researcher and social 
activist.  

Professor Choudhury earned his 
Bachelor’s degree (First Class First 
with Honours) in Civil Engineering 
from BUET (erstwhile East Pakistan 
University of Engineering and 
Technology, EPUET) in 1963. Next 
year, he went to the University of 
Southampton, UK, on a scholarship 
and earned his Master’s degree in 
Advanced Structural Engineering in 
1965. He continued his study there 
and earned a PhD in 1968. His PhD 
research was on ‘Shear Wall and 
Structural Analysis of High Rise 
Building’. In 1975, he was offered the 

Commonwealth Staff Fellowship to 
pursue his post-doctoral studies at 
the University of Surrey, where he 
spent a year as a visiting associate 
professor. 

Known as a pioneer of engineering 
education in Bangladesh, Professor 
Choudhury had an illustrious career 
in academia. He joined the Civil 
Engineering Department of BUET 
as a lecturer in 1963 and became 
a full professor in 1976. He served 

as the Dean of the Faculty of Civil 
Engineering from 1983-85. Professor 
Choudhury also held the position of 
the Director of Computer Centre for 
about ten years (1982-1992) which 
has later grown into the Institute of 
Information and Communication 
Technology (IICT) in BUET. Upon 
his retirement from BUET in 2001, 
Professor Choudhury was appointed 
as the Vice-Chancellor of BRAC 
University, Dhaka, where he served 

till 2010. In the same year, he joined 
the University of Asia-Pacific in 
Dhaka as the Vice-Chancellor and 
held that position until his demise. 
In recognition of his contribution 
to the education sector, he was 
appointed as a National Professor in 
2018 along with two other eminent 
educationists, Dr Anisuzzaman and 
Dr Rafiqul Islam.  

Professor Choudhury envisioned 
building a modern Bangladesh. 

He played a cardinal role in the 
development of the infrastructure 
system in the country. He was the 
team leader for the Multipurpose 
Cyclone Shelter Programme and 
prepared the master plan for cyclone 
shelters in the coastal areas of 
Bangladesh in the early nineties. He 
was a key member of the steering 
committee on the Bangladesh 
National Building Code (1993) and 
played a vital role in formulating 
the first design wind speed map and 
seismic zoning map of Bangladesh. 
He was the chairman of the Panel of 
Experts (advising the Government, 
the World Bank, Asian Development 
Bank and Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund (OECF), Japan) 
for the Bangabandhu (Jamuna) 
Bridge. He was also the head of the 
International Panel of Experts for 
the Padma Multipurpose Bridge 
Project. Besides, he acted as the 
chairman of the panel of experts in 
many other mega projects such as the 
First Dhaka Elevated Expressway PPP 
Project (21 km), Karnaphuli Tunnel, 
Dhaka Subway, Dhaka-Ashulia 
Elevated Expressway Project (24 km) 
and many others. 

Both engineering and non-
engineering communities hold 
immense respect for Professor 
Choudhury. He was the president 
of the Institution of Engineers, 
Bangladesh (IEB) for a year. He was 
appointed as the Advisor in the 
Non-Party Caretaker Government 
in April 1996 and was in charge of 
the Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources and the Ministry of Water 
Resources. Besides such top-tier 
leadership activities, Professor 
Choudhury also served as the 
chairman or head of many other 
government and non-government 
committees and organisations, 
including as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of Bangladesh Shilpa 
Bank (1996-1998), Chairman of the 
Board of Governors, Bangladesh 
Institute of Technology, Chittagong 

(1997-2004), Vice President of the 
Bangladesh Computer Society, 
founder president of Bangladesh 
Earthquake Society etc. 

Professor Choudhury received 
numerous accolades nationally 
and internationally in recognition 
of his contributions. In 2019, he 
received ‘The Order of the Rising 
Sun, Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon’, 
the highest civilian award in Japan, 
for his outstanding contribution 
to the economic development of 
Bangladesh through Japanese 
official development assistance (ODA) 
projects. In 2017, he was awarded 
the prestigious Ekuskey Padak for 
his contribution to science and 
technology. Professor Choudhury was 
also the first person of Bangladeshi 
origin to receive an honorary 
doctorate from a British University; 
he was awarded the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Engineering 
by Manchester University in 2010. 
Professor Choudhury was also the 
recipient of numerous other awards 
and medals such as the Dr MA Rashid 
Memorial Gold Medal (1997), IEB Gold 
Medal (1998), Rotary Club Foundation 
SEED award (2000), Bangladesh 
Computer Society Gold Medal (2005), 
ICT Champion Award by Bangladesh 
Association for Software and IT 
Services (BASIS, 2009), and the BDI 
Lifetime Achievement Award (2017). 

He was born in Sylhet on 
November 15, 1943, and passed away 
on April 28, 2020. He was happily 
married to Selina Choudhury and 
blessed with two children.

Professor Dr Jamilur Reza 
Choudhury proved to the world 
that Bangladeshi engineers could 
confidently lead challenging mega-
projects. Bangladesh will remember 
his exceptional contributions to 
infrastructure projects for decades to 
come.

Tanveer Ahmed Chowdhury is a 
journalist and researcher. 

BUILDER OF DREAMS

Professor Choudhury envisioned building 

a modern Bangladesh. He played a cardinal 

role in the development of the infrastructure 

system in the country. He was the head of the 

International Panel of Experts for the Padma 

Multipurpose Bridge Project. Besides, he 

acted as the chairman of the panel of experts 

in many other mega projects.
Jamilur Reza Choudhury (1943-2020)
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To the 
victor go 
the spoils
Tarequl Islam Jibon 

wins the 113th edition 

of Boli Khela

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After a 25-minute mesmerising contest 
of physical strength and tactics, Tarequl 
Islam Jibon (Jibon Boli) won the title 
in Jabbar-er Boli Khela’s 113th edition 
held at Laldighir Par in Chattogram city 
yesterday, beating Shahjalal Boli in the 
final round.

Jibon, hailing from Chakaria of Cox’s 
Bazar, was the runner up in the 110th 
edition of the competition held in 2019.

He was the champion of the 
competition’s 109th edition held in 
2018.

The 111th and 112th edition of the 
competition was postponed due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Shahjalal from Cumilla clinched 

the title in the previous edition (110th) 
beating Jibon.

“We had a good fight. Shahjalal 
gave his full effort, but the result was 
inevitable,” said Jibon, a confident 
champion.

The tournament began at 3:30pm 
with the participation of 80 contestants 
out of 100 registered wrestlers. Of them, 
Jibon and Shahjalal managed to reach 
the final.

The final match began at 4:25pm with 
an astounding display of force and skills 
as the competition got intense on both 
the contestants’ ends.

Shahjalal played defensive 
throughout the match as he preferred 
to lay low to the ground and waited 
for a moment to get Jibon exhausted. 
However, that did not happen as Jibon 
was determined and adamant.

As Jibon got three points more than 
Shahjalal, the match referee declared 
him the winner after the additional time 
ran out.

“We had a good fight. 
Shahjalal gave his full 

effort, but the result was 
inevitable.”

Peak time for 

vermicelli makers
FM MIZANUR RAHAMAN

Vermicelli, locally known as “Shemai” 
is a dish that’s ever-present in every 
household during Eid.

Due to which, as Eid approaches, 
vermicelli workers of the port city are 
passing busy days, making the item.
Chaktai, Rajakhali of Khatunganj is well 
known as a hub of local vermicelli. There 
are two types of vermicelli -- Laccha and 
Bangla. Bangla vermicelli is made using 
flour and water and Laccha is produced 
with oil or ghee, flour, sugar and water.
SM Harunor Rashid, a leader of Chaktai 
Silpo and Traders Association, said there 
are around 10 to 15 vermicelli factories 
located in Chaktai, Rajakhali and 
Khatunganj areas.

Earlier, around 20 factories had 
produced vermicelli at Chaktai, said 
sources.

During a recent visit to Rajakhali 
fire service area, this correspondent 
saw workers in several factories making 
vermicelli. It was being dried on the 
factory rooftops.

Md Jalal, a wholesaler at Khatunganj, 
said every day around 30kg of vermicelli 
are being sold on average.

However, a group of unscrupulous 

producers are manufacturing sub-
standard vermicelli ahead of Eid to make 
extra profit, alleged traders.

According to local sources, some 
factories are using unrefined palm oil and 
animal fat to produce Laccha vermicelli 
while hazardous chemicals and colours 
were also used to make the food items. 
Apart from that, the factory environment 
is also unhygenic, they alleged.

Contacted, Anisur Rahman, assistant 
director of Directorate of National 
Consumer Rights Protection in 
Chattogram, said, “The factories should 
maintain healthy and hygienic conditions 
issued by the sanitary inspectors. We’ll 
soon start conducting drives in this 
regard.”

Spice price shoots up ahead of Eid
MD NAZRUL ISLAM

With Eid approaching, the spice market has 
stocked up on consumer goods. However, 
even though the wholesale market is 
somewhat stable in terms of the price of 
spices, retailers are selling the products to 
consumers at a higher margin.

Visiting the country’s largest wholesale 
market for consumer goods at Khatunganj, 
this correspondent found that Indian cumin 
-- a staple spice in almost every household 
-- was being sold at Tk 365 per kg. But even 
a month ago, the price of this product was 
Tk 265.

At present, Indian cumin is being sold 
at Tk 400 per kg in the retail market and 
Iranian cumin at Tk 480 per kg.

In the wholesale market, Chinese 
cinnamon is being sold at Tk 310-320 per 
kg, while Vietnamese cinnamon is being sold 
at Tk 410 per kg. But the product costs Tk 
420 to 500 per kg in the retail market.

At the beginning of Ramadan, the price 
of Indian cardamom in the wholesale market 
was Tk 1,510 per kg. Now the wholesale price 
of cardamom has increased from Tk 1,800 to 
Tk 2,000. But the retail price of cardamom 
is Tk 2,200 per kg.

Besides, in the wholesale market, per kg 
of Hathazari chili costs Tk 270. Sweet cumin 
costs Tk 220, whereas just a month ago it 
cost Tk 160. In the retail market, per kg of 
sweet cumin is being sold at Tk 250-270.

Turmeric is Tk 125 per kg in wholesale 

and Tk 140 in retail. Wholesale nutmeg costs 
Tk 800, but in the retail market, it costs a 
hundred taka more.

Meanwhile, there is a difference in the 
prices of cloves and raisins. In a month, the 
price of clove in the wholesale market has 
gone up from Tk 980 to Tk 1,100. These 
cloves are being sold in the retail market at a 
price of Tk 1,200 per kg.

Due to the demand for raisins for making 
desserts on Eid, its price has increased at both 
wholesale and retail levels. At the beginning 
of Ramadan, Indian raisins were sold at 
Tk 270 and Afghan raisins at Tk 315 in the 
wholesale market. But now, they are being 
sold at Tk 310 and Tk 400 per kg respectively. 
Raisins are being sold at Tk 400 to Tk 450 
per kg in the retail market. Nuts are being 
sold at Tk 150 per kg in the retail market 

and Tk 120 in wholesale. The same is true for 
morobba, priced at Tk 180 in retail and Tk 
130 in wholesale.

Mizanur Rahman, manager of Haq 
Bhandari grocery store at Kazir Deuri market 
in the city, said, “We have nothing to do. 
Prices have gone up in Chaktai-Khatunganj. 
So, we also have to sell at a higher price. We 
are selling at a small profit by calculating 

the cost of transportation and labour along 
with the cost price. If the wholesale price is 
reduced, we’ll reduce retail prices as well.”

Amal Saha, a wholesale trader in 
Khatunganj, told The Daily Star that the rise 
in prices of all products in the international 
market has also affected the country’s 
wholesale market. Besides, the price of spices 
has gone up due to increasing demand on 
the occasion of Eid.

DWAIPAYAN BARUA

Chattogram City Corporation (CCC) Mayor 
Rejaul Karim then took the initiative as per 
which the final competition took place on a 
makeshift stage on the road beside Laldighi 
Maidan on due time, Baishakh 12 or April 25.

Baishakhi celebrations for Chattogram 
residents are considered incomplete without 
this wrestling competition at Laldighi 
Maidan, followed by a Baishakhi fair that lasts 
for a few days.

“Boli”, a word belonging to the local 
dialect, translates to strong. There are debates 
surrounding the exact origin of this sport. 
However, an integral part of the traditional 
folk culture of the area, the history of Abdul 
Jabbar-er Boli Khela is a known one and goes 
way back.

INCEPTION STORY
It all began in 1909 when Adbul Jabbar 

Shawdagar, a local rich merchant of 
Bakshirhat and resident of the port 

city’s Badarpoti, introduced the 
competition. The initiative 

stemmed not only from his 
passion for the sport but also 
an intention purely patriotic in 
nature. It was a time marked by 
the oppression of the British 
colonial rulers, and the people’s 

determination to resist.
According to poet and 

journalist Abul Momen, Jabbar’s 
idea was to motivate local youths to 

engage in the resistance movement 
against the imperialists and make them 

physically fit for the struggle.
“He also arranged the Baishakhi fair 

to create more scopes for local artisans to 
display and sell their goods. He was a patron 
of both the causes from a patriotic point of 
view,” said Momen.

PRESENT-DAY SCENE
This year, the fair had its 113th edition. 
Traditionally held for five days, this year 
it stays for three. Apart from the main 
attraction which is the Boli Khela, residents 
across the city and nearby upazilas wait all 
year long for the fair to buy different hand-
crafted goods for their households every year.

The fair usually begins a day before the 
competition in Laldighi Maidan and expands 
around a one-kilometre area surrounding 
the competition venue -- stretching from 
Kotawali Moor to Anderkillah intersection.

Artisans, craftsmen, potters, blacksmiths 
and other vendors from across the country, 
set up their stalls on the sides of the road.

“When I used to visit the fair with my 
father as a little girl from our village in 
Patiya, the crowd used to be so massive that 
we could not even walk properly. We would 
stop and the crowd would make us move 
automatically,” said 69-year-old Malati Barua.

Seventy-year-old Abdul Kader Molla, 
a trader of bamboo-made goods from 
Narsingdi, has been participating in the fair 
since 1970. The fair also enabled him to make 
life-altering decisions, such as moving to the 
port city and starting a permanent business 
some 25 years ago. This year, he brought 
different types of bamboo-made utensils like 
kula (winnowing fan), chalni (sieve), jhuri 
(basket) and dala (tray) etc.

Ripon Paul, a potter from Patuakhali, said 
his entire family of potters only attend this 
fair. Nurul Islam, from the capital’s Shanir 
Akhra, first came to the Boli Khela fair in 
2019, along with his mother who sold bangles 
and other ornaments.

The two were found busy selling their 
items in two stalls on the footpath beside the 
Maidan. This year, they invested around Tk 
50,000 and hoped to make a profit.

The fair has something for all. Selina 
Akhter, a house help, came from the port 
city’s Kathgar area to buy haat-pakha made 
of taalpata (leaves of palm tree).

“I wait for the fair all year long as I can get 
utensils at a much cheaper rate from here. I 
hope nothing disrupts our normal life and 
such festivals in future,” she said.

The vibrant comeback of 
Jabbarer Boli Khela

This year, 
Pahela Baishakh 

celebrations have 
made a colourful 
comeback in the 

port city, with 
the return of the 

historic Jabbarer 
Boli Khela 

after a two-year 
hiatus due to 
the Covid-19 

pandemic.
Earlier on 

April 13, Abdul 
Jabbar Memorial 

Wrestling 
Competition 

and Exhibition 
Committee 

announced the 
postponement 

of this year’s 
event owing to 
Ramadan and 

the incompletion 
of Laldighi 

ground’s 
renovation.
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Negligence in 
exploring gas 
reserves makes 
no sense
Govt must plan for future, reduce 
dependence on gas imports

B
ANGLADESH’S gas crisis is a cautionary tale of 
doing nothing and doing too much at the same 
time: we have, for reasons unknown, ceased 

exploring our gas reserves, despite being a country with 
high hydrocarbon potential, and are relying too much 
on costly imports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to meet 
our energy needs. Neither approach is helpful. To be 
clear, when we talk about building up sufficient gas 
reserves, we don’t mean achieving self-sufficiency which, 
let’s face it, is never going to happen. But there is a good 
possibility that through exploring and overhauling our 
gas reserves, both onshore and offshore, Bangladesh may 
significantly boost its reserves, reduce its dependence on 
imports, and yield lower and more stable gasoline prices. 
Why, then, are we not doing that?

A report by this daily brings out a disturbing reality 
facing this sector: most of the country’s 28 gas fields are 
producing less gas than before, meaning the present 
crisis may only worsen in the future. While the capacity 
of any gas field or well may naturally drop over time, 
it is possible to extract more by overhauling the wells, 
which is something that hasn’t been done in most gas 
fields. Experts have, therefore, stressed the need for 
overhauling these fields as well as aggressive exploration 
to build new reserves. Currently, the country has an 
estimated gas reserve for 9-10 years, which shows the 
urgency of shifting focus to finding long-term solutions. 
While stopgap solutions like importing LNG—which is 
reportedly 24 times costlier than locally produced gas—
may help meet urgent needs, they can’t be the mainstay 
of a future-focused energy policy. 

Experts believe the reason for the present 
uncertainty is the government’s refusal to follow the 
recommendations of “Consultancy Services for Gas 
Production Augmentation” report of 2011, which 
emphasised the need for overhauling the wells, adopting 
a systematic and risk-based approach to best utilise 
resources, and exploring in coastal areas and hill 
tracts. Our preference for easy solutions has robbed 
us of the chance to plan for the future and unlock our 
exploration potential. The authorities have drilled only 
28 exploratory wells in the last 20 years, although, as an 
expert said, we hit gas in every third well drilled when the 
global average is one in five. It’s a tragedy to leave such 
potential unexploited. Offshore gas production remains a 
non-issue even to this day.

The government must understand that as important 
as meeting present energy needs is securing the future 
through mid- and long-term initiatives, such as moving 
to more frontier areas to unlock the full potential 
of exploration and overhauling the abandoned gas 
wells. We cannot continue to be held hostage by our 
overdependence on LNG.

Home for the 
poor a laudable 
step
Let no one live under the open sky

T
HE initiative of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
to offer 33,000 new homes to some ultra-poor 
families is a highly appreciable one. Moving out of 

extremely vulnerable huts made of leaves, bamboo and 
plastic sheet, these families will now live in homes made 
of concrete as their permanent abodes. No doubt, this 
is a laudable example of a social safety net programme 
leading to poverty alleviation in the country.

The declaration of ensuring a permanent address for 
every homeless family started with 66,189 poor families 
getting homes and 3,715 others rehabilitated in the 
barracks under the Ashrayan 2 project on the occasion 
of Mujib Borsho. Each of the houses was built on two 
decimals of land with two rooms, one corridor and 
one latrine with electricity and water connections. It is 
encouraging to know that the new owners of the houses 
will be given necessary life skill training to ensure their 
earnings, and may also get a loan from the government. 
Moreover, the local administration will hand over 
ownership documents to the beneficiaries, which we 
believe will discourage fraudsters from grabbing property 
by conning the poor illiterate people.

While handing over the homes as an Eid gift, the 
prime minister assured all that every homeless family 
in the country would get government homes in phases. 
The government estimates that there are 800,000 
homeless and landless people; however, we think a more 
comprehensive study needs to be conducted to find out 
the real number. Here, we would like to suggest careful 
screening while selecting the homeless people, lest the 
names of some land owners get inserted by mistake or 
through fraudulence. Moving forward, the government 
must ensure there is no corruption or irregularity in 
the process, which can jeopardise the prime minister’s 
goodwill and smear a commendable initiative.

Research studies show there is a sizable number of 
people who have been living in thatched houses for 
generations, because of no permanent income source. 
Yearly floods and seasonal cyclones in the low-lying and 
coastal areas destroy their homes, thus forcing them to 
migrate to higher lands like embankments or schools for 
shelter. Despite steady economic growth, there are still 
millions of landless people in the country who remain 
poverty-stricken and chronically food insecure.

According to the World Bank and other credible 
sources, Bangladesh has made substantial progress in 
reducing poverty, supported by sustained economic 
growth. But we need social safety net programmes and 
welfare initiatives like this housing scheme, so that wide-
scale poverty and pauperisation cannot jeopardise major 
development initiatives in the future.

I
N 2019, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) Global Report on Drowning 
said the most recent figure on annual 

global drowning toll stood at 235,000, 
with more than 90 percent of deaths by 
drowning occurring in low- and middle-
income countries, and with Asia carrying 
the highest burden. The WHO report also 
placed drowning in the top 10 leading 
causes of death by unintentional injuries 
among children and young people 
worldwide, with children aged under 
five years disproportionately at risk, and 
males being twice as likely to drown as 
females. Drowning has cost the world over 
2.5 million lives over the past decade. The 
vast majority of these deaths could and 
should have been prevented.

On April 28, 2021, for the first time 
ever, the United Nations (UN) adopted 
a resolution on drowning prevention 
during the 75th session of the UN General 
Assembly. Initiated by Bangladesh and 
Ireland, and co-sponsored by 79 countries, 
the resolution recognised the devastating 
effect of drowning across the world and 
declared July 25 as World Drowning 
Prevention Day (WDPD). The aim of 
WDPD is to promote facts and raise 
awareness about drowning, and what 
governments, life-saving organisations 
and those in the field of drowning 
prevention can do to help improve water 
safety to reduce preventable deaths. 

Recognising that drowning is 
preventable, and that scalable, low-
cost interventions exist, the resolution 
encouraged member states, on a 
voluntary basis, to undertake a range 
of coordinated interventions relevant 
to national circumstances. The 
resolution requested all 193 UN member 
states to develop national drowning 
prevention plans in line with WHO 
recommendations, ensure enactment and 
effective enforcement of water safety laws, 
encourage the registration of drowning 

deaths, and promote drowning prevention 
public awareness.

Action on drowning prevention 
presents an important opportunity to 
make progress towards targets within 
different UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). There are clear links 
between drowning and other global 
agreements relevant to sustainable 

development, community resilience 
to climate change, and disaster risk 
reduction.

In Bangladesh, drowning is a regular 
phenomenon; people, especially rural 
inhabitants, perceive the cause of fatal or 
non-fatal drowning to be the “act of God.” 
The main reasons of drowning, in fact, 
include lack of physical barriers between 
people and water; lack of supervision; lack 
of life-saving skills, including swimming 
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR); uncovered or unprotected water 
bodies and a lack of safe water crossings; 
lack of water safety awareness; travelling 
on waterways on overcrowded or poorly 
maintained vessels; and floods from 
extreme rainfall, storm surges or cyclones. 
Urgent, coordinated and multisectoral 
action on proven measures are needed, 
such as installing barriers to control 
access to water, teaching swimming, 
water safety and safe rescue skills, 
training bystanders in safe rescue and 
resuscitation, setting and enforcing safe 
boating, shipping and ferry regulations, 
and improving flood risk management, 
among others. 

According to the WHO, drowning 
is one of the world’s most preventable, 
neglected and persistent public health 

issues. Bangladesh has recognised 
drowning as an important public health 
issue with major impacts on children and 
youth. However, despite the magnitude 
of drowning incidents in the country, 
limited attention has been paid by the 
government to develop a national strategy 
on preventive measures. Government 
initiatives regarding drowning are still at 
the policy level.

Recently, Ecnec approved the 
“Integrated Community Based Centre 
for Child Care, Protection and Swimsafe 
Facilities Project” to establish 8,000 
community day care centres to provide 
supervision of 200,000 under-five 
children in 45 upazilas under 16 districts, 
and to teach swimming to children 
aged 6-10 years through primary 
schools. Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
will implement this project in line with 
the Ministry of Women and Children 
Affairs, with technical support from 
the Centre for Injury Prevention and 
Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB). Besides, 
the Directorate General of Health Services 
(DGHS) has taken awareness-raising 
initiatives. The Non-Communicable 
Disease Control (NCDC) of the DGHS 
has been working on a draft national 
drowning prevention strategy since 
2015, with technical support from 
the CIPRB. The strategy is focused on 
priority action areas—community-based 
actions, effective policies and legislation, 
surveillance and research, capacity-
building and intersectoral collaboration.

A series of consultative workshops 
with relevant ministries and other 
stakeholders were held from 2017 to 2022 
to make the draft more precise. After the 
UN resolution on drowning prevention, 
the line director of NCDC formed a 
nine-member committee to expedite 
the approval process. Keeping in line 
with the committee recommendations 
and stakeholder review comments from 
consultative workshops, the draft was 
updated with relevant facts and figures 
and is now in the process of submission. 

In light of all this, it is high time to 
implement such a national strategy 
envisioning a drowning-free Bangladesh. 
Aiming to cut down drowning deaths by 
half by 2030, this strategy will provide the 
direction to prevent these unwanted and 
avoidable deaths.
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Drowning: Most preventable, most neglected

Bangladesh 
has recognised 
drowning as an 
important public 
health issue with 
major impacts on 
children and youth. 

T
HE word is one of the most 
pejorative terms in the English 
dictionary; it is the most reviled 

term, too, as well as an oft-used 
mechanism handy to the West to twist the 
tails of those it dislikes. But hardly had 
we ever expected to see our government 
institutions brought under the US 
sanctions. 

Not one but two of the US departments, 
namely the Treasury and the Department 
of State, have imposed sanctions on a 
leading law enforcement agency and 
relevant individuals in Bangladesh—for 
the first time. On December 10 last 
year, the US Department of Treasury 
imposed sanctions on Bangladesh’s elite 
paramilitary force, the Rapid Action 
Battalion (Rab), as well as seven of its 
current and former officers for alleged 
serious human rights violations. Over 
and above that, the Department of State 
imposed sanctions on two individuals: 
a former head of Rab and a former 
commanding officer of a Rab Unit.

It can never be pleasing news to any 
Bangladeshi, notwithstanding a heap of 
reservations on Rab’s modus operandi 
that one might have. It is regrettable, 
and disgraceful too, to see the name of 
our elite force along with some of its 
members bracketed with drug dealers 
and terrorists on the list of sanctioned 
individuals. What has added insult to the 
injury is that these actions came on the 
last day of the virtual Democracy Summit, 
in which Bangladesh was conspicuous by 
its absence. It was a double blow for those 
who pride themselves on the country’s 
democratic credentials—of the distant 
past. As citizens, it is our right to ask 
whether a government agency has the 
right to incur adverse criticism due to 
its actions or inactions. For better or 
worse, in this globalised world, we are not 
impervious to international scrutiny or 
criticism for alleged violations of norms of 
human behaviour. 

It is not the intention to engage in 
discussions on whether the sanctions are 
justified or not, or on the credentials of 
the US to question the human rights and 
democratic credentials of other countries 
when its own record of performance is 
questionable, both at home and abroad. 
One could just as well tell the US: Doctor, 
heal thyself. But that would in no way 
reduce the gravity of the allegations 

levelled against our law enforcement 
agencies, either in this report or reports 
emanating from other international 
human rights and democracy watchdogs. 
Nor is it of any use to engage in verbal 
subterfuge or decry the reports or the 
actions taken against us. The best thing to 
do under such circumstances is to engage 
in self-examination and ask ourselves 
whether or not the allegations hold water. 

Interestingly, there has been no 
crossfire death or enforced disappearance 
since the sanctions were imposed, 
except for two in the month of April. 
Is there a correlation between the two? 
What exactly should we make of it? 
Are we to believe that all the criminals 
have reformed themselves overnight 
and become good boys, or that Rab has 
modified its operating procedures? 
We have not seen any widespread 
deterioration of law and order or spurt 
in smuggling of drugs and narcotics, 
for example. Whatever may be the case, 
what this has demonstrated is that law 
can be maintained and order upheld 
without resorting to extrajudicial means 
or circumventing the legal process. And 
if there is correlation between the two, 
then we ask: Why does it require external 
pressure to compel our agencies to go by 
the book?

We believe that Rab was formed with 
the purpose of addressing the law and 
order problems during the second tenure 
of the BNP. Its formation was welcomed 
by all and sundry, and the agencies 
earned the confidence and respect of the 
common man. The petty ruffians went 
off the streets and people could walk out 

late at night without the fear of being 
waylaid. But there came a time when this 
very well-organised force, commanded 
also by military officers, got involved 
in extrajudicial killings starting with 
“Operation Clean Heart,” in which more 
than 40 people were killed allegedly by 
this agency. It is queer and interesting 
that the Awami League at that time 
had vehemently criticised Rab for the 

extrajudicial killings, just the way BNP 
has done the last 10 years. Contrary to 
its commitment to end the regime of 
extrajudicial killings, the number has 
gone exponentially high during the 
Awami League period, and things have 
come to a head. 

Admittedly, there is a need to go 
into the way Rab is being employed. It 
is a well-trained force which has done 
extraordinarily well in combatting 
extremism and terrorism. This is 
something we all can be proud of. And 
that is what it should be employed for. 
However, its resources can be used to 
go after hardened criminals and tackle 
extraordinary law and order issues while 
remaining within the bounds of law. The 
last thing Rab should do is day-to-day 
police work. Military officers are not 
trained to chase common criminals. But 
once they engage in doing so, most of 
them lose the qualities of a good military 
officer, and most of them no longer 
retain the ability to command and train 
troops for battle. We believe that the 
time has come to rethink Rab operations 
and its manning policy, and to draw a 
Lakshman Rekha for it to restore and 
preserve its image. 

The slur of sanctions
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Facebook or Instagram, despite those 
having far larger subscriber numbers. It’s 
due to the nature of the content, which 
is more news-oriented than personal and 
family affairs and networking. But the 
scary prospect is its potential toxicity, 
where individuals could face an endless 
torrent of abuse based on their skin colour, 
faith, gender, political ideology, and so on.

Vivian Schiller told BBC’s Radio 4 
on Monday that about two weeks ago, 
when asked how he would make the 
platform more free speech-friendly, 
Mr Musk could not give a clear answer. 
Musk’s declaration, so far, is that he 
wants to see more “free speech” and less 
moderation. Many right-wing forces, like 
Trumpian Republicans in the US, who 
have long been complaining that Twitter’s 
moderation policies favour the freedom 
of speech of left-leaning viewpoints, 
rejoiced. According to Ms Schiller, this 
moderation is an art without which this 
public space is ungovernable. She also 
admitted that the Twitter management 
had not always had it right. 

The most glaring example in the US 
of Twitter being used to incite violence 
was the January 6 insurrection at Capitol 
Hill by Trump supporters, fuelled by 
conspiracy theories that led to the 
permanent ban of the outgoing president 
on Twitter. In India, presumably the 

largest democracy in the world, we have 
seen how religious hate preaching on 
Twitter has been spreading communal 
division and violence. It, therefore, makes 
Elon Musk’s proposition of unbound free 
speech a serious cause for concern as it 
could amplify disinformation too. 

There is no doubt that we all love 
freedom of expression and hate 
censorship, but not without restraints 
on the spread of hate and violence. 
Some of his memorable tweets include 
those against Covid lockdown bolstering 
conspiracy theorists, extending support 
to Canadian truckers’ disruptive sit-in 
protest, and violating Securities and 
Exchange Commission directives that 
led to wiping out of USD 14 billion in a 
minute from the share market. Repeating 
such erratic behaviour now will no longer 
make him accountable to anyone, other 
than expensive private legal actions.

One thing that encourages most of us 
is that Elon Musk has promised to bring 
transparency in Twitter’s algorithm, 
making the metrics of populism and 
support visible, and cracking down on 
bots. If it happens, then ghost followers 
of many popular but controversial figures 
will disappear. In India, Twitter’s third 
top market, political observers have 
begun speculating that the IT cells of 
major political parties will be folding as 
they are accused of maintaining bots and 
troll armies. However, Musk could have 
brought in such transparency without 
taking it out from the public control, as he 
had the opportunity to take up a seat on 
the company board with the single largest 
holding of its shares.

Many observers believe that the USD 
44 billion takeover will push politicians 
and regulators around the world to bring 
in new and stringent rules on social 
networks and force them to take more 
responsibility for the content they carry, 
issuing steep fines for non-compliance on 
material that incites violence, is abusive 
or classifies as hate speech, among 
other things. In the US Congress, before 
Twitter’s takeover, it was the Republicans 
who were pushing for taking on Big Tech 
companies, and now Democrats have 
started gearing up for a fight.

E
LON Musk, a self-proclaimed 
free-speech absolutist and the 
world’s richest man, is the new 

king of Twitterdom. His takeover of 
Twitter may have provided the company a 
much-needed new direction of exploring 
uncharted adventures, as its founder Jack 
Dorsey says, “Solving for the problem of 
it being a company, however, Elon is the 
singular solution I trust.” The reason for 
using “however” by Dorsey in his tweet was 
in his words, “In principle, I don’t believe 
anyone should own or run Twitter. It wants 
to be a public good at a protocol level, 
not a company.” The way Musk, Twitter’s 
top troll, bullied the management of the 
company and bought it indicates that the 
platform may not remain a space for public 
good as it becomes a private property. 
Here’s a reminder about the acquisition 
of Twitter that he said, “this is not about 
economics, this is about power and 
influence.” 

With 86.1 million followers, Elon Musk is 
the top Twitterati, but he has also courted 
controversy by taunting others on the 
Twittersphere. Musk has been described as 
a troll by none other than a former insider 
of the company, Twitter’s former head of 
news and currently the executive director 
of the Aspen Institute, Vivian Schiller. And 
there’s no dearth of examples. The New 
York Times reported that before his pivotal 
meeting with the Twitter’s board, Mr 
Musk tweeted in which he made fun of Bill 
Gates for taking a short position on Tesla. 
His tweeting habit does not give much 
confidence in his post-takeover tweet 
that he hopes his “worst critics remain on 
Twitter.”

The way the Tesla boss bought Twitter 
was also quite unconventional. He first 
wanted to know how much it would cost 
for buying by firing a tweet. Then he 

acquired more than nine percent of the 
shares, but discounted speculations of 
taking a seat on the board or interfering 
in running the business. But within days, 
he made a new enticing offer through a 
tweet to buy the whole company, and the 
deal was done at an unprecedented speed. 
His critics, therefore, have every reason to 
argue that Musk is desperate to gain more 
power, and promotion of free speech is a 
mere facade.

Why does the Twitter takeover 
by Elon Musk matter for anyone in 
Bangladesh, when it has a tiny audience 
of about 750,000, whereas Facebook 
has a whopping 44.5 million users? 
Social media platforms worldwide 
have been increasingly coming under 
scrutiny—mainly owing to its power of 
democratisation, but also for its toxicity. 
The role of social media for free expression 
is crucial in general, but especially 
important in countries where democracy 
is weakening or rulers are becoming 
autocrats. Therefore, prospects of more 
freedom of expression or free speech 
should be a very welcoming development. 
If any one of the existing social media 
platforms becomes more democratic, 
then there’s bound to be some positive 
impact on the rest. And in terms of social 
influence, Twitter with more than 300 
million users enjoys a certain edge over 

Twitterdom with a new king 
should worry us all
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petty crimes (i.e. compoundable offences) 
between parties. Third, it provides court 
based legal assistance and representation 
through its panel lawyers, for cases 
where mediation has not been successful 
or where mediation is not an option 
(i.e. grievous offences which are non-
compoundable, such as rape and murder, 
etc). According to a factsheet published by 
NLASO in March 2022, its legal services 
have reached over 736,000 beneficiaries 
since 2009.

Despite the commendable progress 
made by NLASO in the past 13 years, 
some crucial gaps remain. First, the Legal 
Aid Services Regulation 2015, which sets 
out the process and rules of the national 
legal system, does not require legal aid 
recipients to be reimbursed for case related 
travel expenses. Commuting to court and 
legal aid offices can often amount to a 
hefty cost that precludes justice seekers 
from continuing with their cases due to 
the frequency of travel involved. Therefore, 
reimbursement of conveyance has been a 
fixture of NGO legal aid in Bangladesh, and 
should also be incorporated by NLASO by 
updating its 2015 Regulation. Second, in 
order to reach the most vulnerable and 
remote populations, upazila and union 
legal aid committees need to be activated 
through appointment of dedicated legal 
aid officers and expansion of the online 
application system to the upazila and 
union levels, so that the decision to seek 
legal aid does not always require the need 
to travel to far off, district level cities. 
Third, NLASO should introduce an online 
dispute resolution mechanism so parties 
are able to participate in mediations 
remotely in a cost-effective manner, as 
had been implemented by various legal aid 
NGOs (such as Brac and BLAST) during the 
Covid-induced lockdown period through 
the use of tele-conferencing.

NATIONAL LEGAL AID DAY

T
ODAY marks the National Legal 
Aid Day, which was introduced by 
the government in January 2013, 

in an effort to increase public awareness 
of national legal aid services. As foreign 
funding for NGO legal aid shrinks with 
Bangladesh emerging as a middle-
income country, the time to mainstream, 
strengthen and expand governmental 
legal aid has never been more urgent. Yet, 
22 years after a national legal aid system 
was mandated, public awareness about it 
remains less than adequate.

On January 26, 2000, Bangladesh 
introduced the Legal Aid Services Act 
2000 (LASA), a law “to provide for legal 
aid to the litigants who are incapable of 
seeking justice due to financial insolvency, 
destitution, helplessness and for various 
socio-economic conditions.” Section 3 of 
LASA mandated the establishment of the 
National Legal Aid Services Organisation 
(NLASO) to carry out the purposes 
of LASA, “as soon as may be after the 
commencement” of the law. However, it 
was only in 2009 that the NLASO was 
finally established. 

Section 6 of LASA requires a National 
Board of Management to lead NLASO, 
comprising relevant high-ranking 
government officials such as the Law 
Minister, Attorney General and Vice-
Chairman of the Bangladesh Bar Council, 
etc. Section 9 of LASA requires District 
Legal Aid Committees to be established in 
every district, comprising relevant district 
level government officials such as the 
District and Sessions Judge (who is to be 
the chair), District Public Prosecutor, and 
President of the District Bar Association, 
etc. The Committee must also have one 
representative from a relevant NGO active 
in the area.

So far, a District Legal Aid Office has 
been established in the District Judge 
Court premises of all districts, along 
with a corresponding District Legal Aid 
Committee. The government has also 
appointed a District Legal Aid Officer, who 
is an Assistant Judge or Senior Assistant 
Judge, and the list of all District Legal Aid 
Officers, along with their contact details, 
is available on the NLASO website. The 
government has also been establishing 
legal aid committees at the upazila and 

union levels, but these are often criticised 
as being inactive in practice. The website, 
for instance, has no information or contact 
information for upazila and union legal aid 
committees, as it does for the district ones. 

According to LASA, all applications 
for legal aid must be submitted to the 
concerned District Legal Aid Committee 
and if any application is rejected by the 
District Committee, the applicant may 
appeal to the National Board within 60 
days from the date of such rejection. 
Recently, NLASO has also introduced an 
online application system, which legal aid 
seekers can use to virtually submit their 
legal aid applications to their nearest 
district legal aid offices. 

The Legal Aid Service Policy 2014 
was formulated to clearly set out the 
eligibility criteria for legal aid. Section 
2(1) of the Policy clarifies that legal aid 
recipients would typically need to have 
an annual income of less than Tk 1 lakh, 
but in the case of freedom fighters and 
applications for legal aid at the Supreme 
Court, the income needs to be less than 
Tk 1.5 lakh. However, Section 2(2) of the 
Policy establishes that certain vulnerable 
individuals would be deemed eligible 
for legal aid (without reference to their 
income status) such as victims of human 
trafficking and women and children who 
have faced physical or sexual violence and 
persons with disabilities, etc.

The legal aid services provided by 
NLASO can be categorised in three main 
forms. First, it provides legal advice to 
individuals, and since 2016 it has been 
operating a toll-free legal aid helpline 
(16430) through which anyone can receive 
free legal advice. Second, it provides 
alternative dispute resolution by mediating 
civil disputes and disputes relating to 

Three ways to improve our national legal aid system
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The lifespan of a century gave Violeta Del 
Valle innumerable memories, and she tells 
her story in Isabel Allende’s new novel, 
Violeta (Bloomsbury Publishing, 2022). 
Writing to one named Camilo—someone 
she loves more than all others—Violeta 
recounts the saga of a hundred years. “I’ve 
witnessed many events, I’ve amassed a lot 
of experience, but either because I was too 
distracted or too busy, I haven’t acquired 
much wisdom,” she muses of her eventful 
life.

Violeta was born on a stormy night 
in 1920, in a fictitious country of Latin 
America. Her life is flanked by two global 
pandemics, the Spanish flu and ‘Covid-19’. 
Allende puts out a disorienting picture of the 
repetition of history. States of emergency, 
mask mandates, misinformation and failed 
quarantaines; all containing an uncanny 
similarity a hundred years apart. Violeta 
speaks of a time when the tumults and 
triumphs of her story were recurrent in her 
part of the world. It was a time of political 
turmoil, chaos and carnage, coup d’etats 
aided and abetted by distant superpowers 
fighting a cold war. Violeta recalls that 
turbulent juncture of her life, “They lit 
bonfires in the plazas and burned books, 
documents, and voter registrations, because 

democracy had been suspended until further 
notice.”

Countless people touched and shaped 
Violeta’s life, like her brother José Antonio, 
who stood by her drastic life decisions, her 
Irish governess Miss Taylor, who became a 
part of her family, her love interest Julián 
Bravo, the fearless and conniving pilot, the 
Rivases, who took her in as a daughter, 
Torito, the simple giant wise in natural 
affairs, and many more. Oftentimes, the 
novel reads like a collection of life stories 
of other people, with Violetta’s own story 
sprinkled in between to connect them as a 
whole.We get also a glimpse into the lives 
of the aboriginal people of the land. Their 
culture appears like a relic from the past, 
preserved and passed from one generation to 
another.

Sadness and suffering haunts Violeta 
throughout her life. Her childhood 
innocence is robbed by a family tragedy, 
dousing her family into abject poverty. She 
is abused in the name of love, and suffers 
in the death of friends and family. Allende 
creates a sense of stability in Violeta’s life, 
that feels like the calm before the storm, only 
to shatter it with grief, breaking the serenity 
with new chapters of life, making space for 
new people with their own unique stories. 
She endures the most heart wrenching 
experiences, but her emotional upheaval is 

often undercut by a flat tone in narrative, 
lacking poignant prose. Even the most tragic 
life events sometimes come out as bland and 
prosaic. Maybe some of the essence was lost 
in the English translation that I have come 
across. 

Violeta bears the mark of a woman 
born in another time, when “politics and 
business” were men’s prerogative, and 
women were supposed to talk about their 
“ailments and servants.” Her late ideological 
redemption isn’t enlightenment, but a 
forceful eye-opening when a cataclysmic 
tragedy shakes her world. She admits her 
mistakes consciously, “I chose not to see, 
hear, or speak up during the most critical 
years,” confessing of her apathy during the 
reign of terror. She is sceptical in her faith, 
declaring equality in the eyes of God as a 
“fairy tale”, and cynical in her worldview, 
believing cruelty is inherent in human 
nature. 

“We move at a turtle’s pace, but over my 
long life I can attest to how far we’ve come,” 
Violeta concludes her story with a hopeful 
note. In the end, the eponymous narrator of 
the story becomes incarnate of the history 
of a nation, her own life intricately woven 
within.

Md. Tawsif Mostafiz is in his final year at Islamic 
University of Technology.
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In the contemporary discourse on Bangladesh, 
its cultural legacies have overtaken its identity 
as a land of six seasons or as a riverine country. 
A degree of euphoria is associated with both 
sets of images. Consequently, attention has been 
inadequate to the hard realities of the country’s 
geographical, geological or geo-physical 
characteristics associated with its location 
in an active delta with floodplains, riverbank 
erosion, accumulation of sediments, formation 
of channels, morphological instabilities, plus 
landslides in its hilly region. This reality calls 
for geography, geology, and geomorphology as 
part of our education and research. The recently 
formulated Bangladesh Delta Plan (BDP) 2100, 
despite its grandiose scale, bears some potential 
to influence changes in the education system—it 
can make it easier to build safe settlements for 
residents, away from the vulnerable areas. 

Meanwhile, a pioneering knowledge creation 
task has been accomplished in the form of a 
2021 Springer book, Living on the Edge: Char 
Dwellers in Bangladesh, a compendium of 45 
contributors including the book’s two editors, 
Mohammad Zaman and Mustafa Alam. The 
five rivers and corresponding estuarine char 
regions of Brahmaputra-Jamuna, 

Ganges, Jamuna-Ganges, 
Lower Meghna, and the 
Meghna Estuary system 
are sources for data on 
land eroded, accreted 
and thereby the gain 
and loss of land and the 
geophysical characteristics 
that define the nature 
of their soils. Twenty 
million people—12.5 
percent of the country’s 
population—live in chars, 
which accounts for eight 
percent of land, much of 
which is unsettled land. 
Another 15 to 20 million 

people live along the 
banklines of the rivers, in fear of displacement 

from riverbank erosion.  
Three of the major topics in the book address 

issues related to riverbank erosion and char lands 
dynamics; they assess the consequence of these 
instabilities in human terms; and examine the 
policy, planning and management for improving 
the conditions of char dwellers. 

In some instances, their fate assumes episodic 
dimensions, as was the case in the 1970 Bhola 
disaster and in the 1985 Urir Char tidal surge 
that washed away thousands of people. Living 
on the Edge presents documented evidence and 
information on life and livelihood adversities of 
a chronic nature that are routinely endured by 
char dwellers and erosion-prone river bank line 
inhabitants from one generation to the other. 
This reality led distinguished geographer, Hugh 
Brammer, to recommend devising “forms of 
productive economic use of char land that do 
not require people to live in such hazardous 
environments”—a strategy that essentially turns 
a labour-surplus economy to a labour-scarce 
economy. Bangladesh’s development process is 
not dissimilar to this. The question is: how long 
will it take to pull up the labouring poor from 
such disaster-prone living environments? 

Most of the book’s contributors, therefore, 
focus on char dwellers’ existing fearful living, 
livelihood conditions, and the means for 
improving upon them. The highlights include 
vulnerabilities arising from natural disasters 
such as flood, erosion, storm, cyclone, tidal 
surge; poverty—which is 2.7 times higher than 
the national average—and its consequent 
malnutrition; illiteracy; inadequate education, 
health and sanitation services; and limited rights 
to, if not absence of, land and livelihood resources. 
An ambiguity in entitlement arises because, in 
some instances, char dwellers serve a vanguard 
role to legal owners of the newly formed char 
land who do not move to chars until char living 
becomes safe. Usually, the poor labouring class 
from the neighbouring mainland or floodplains, 
either on their own or with consent of the original 
owners, move to the newly emerging chars. This 
is taken advantage of by the “local goons who 
torment the char dwellers continually”.  

This book will serve well those who seek to 
know what it is like for these dwellers to live in 
chars in the middle of our mighty rivers or their 
estuaries, and what it will take to improve their 
conditions.  

ATM Nurul Amin is Professor Emeritus, Asian 
Institute of Technology. 
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As the white hot sun pierced through 
the soufflé clouds on an afternoon a 
lifetime ago, my aunt and I leaned back 
a little too precariously on our rattan 
armchairs while talking about the 
allure of academe. My aunt recollected 
about her days as a literature student 
at Dhaka University. Though reciting 
Byron under krishnochura blossoms 
and highlighting Maugham handouts 
in shocking pink during lit theory’s 
close reading sessions had its perks, 
she let me know that the best parts of 
the experience were, undoubtedly, the 
teachers. The best storytellers made the 
finest teachers, she said. 

My aunt’s remarks and a reading of 
Roald Dahl’s Matilda in the dingy old 
corner of a computer room in fourth 
grade made me expect a Mrs. Honey as 
a teacher; somebody with whom I could 
have tea, with my pinkies up. My first 
literature teacher, however, was only 
keen on shooting us dagger eyes and 
assigning us to make sentences with the 
dullest possible words. But fiery headed 
Anne from the Green Gables decided 
ceremoniously that she wanted to 
become a teacher, and so I too thought 
that teaching would be a sure fire way 
to be in the company of books, to gently 
nudge minds into the cult of libraries 
and red eyes which stayed open way, way 
past their bedtimes. 

As my O’ levels neared, my school 
(now in a different district), which 
had little to no affinity with the arts, 
suddenly welcomed a “hipster” of sorts. 
Our teacher sported a stache which 
rivalled Ringo’s during the Beatles’ SGT 
Lonely Heart Pepper era. Fresh from 
Pennsylvania and in his early twenties, 
he was in Bangladesh for a mini project 
to teach us creative writing. He sipped 

green juice from handmade bottles, 
wore corduroy trousers the shade 
of a dull tangerine, and often made 
us meditate while a deep, hypnotic, 
reverberating chant of “Om” played 
in the background. During one of his 
classes in the blaze of Rajshahi summer, 
while my back ached with sweat, he 
taught us to write using sensory details. 
I took that to heart. 

When I enrolled in an English 
Department for my undergraduate 
studies, I finally found out just what my 
aunt had talked about. Our “History of 
England” classes ended during twilight 
hours. As the setting sun would cast the 
sky on fire, my classmates and I would 
be on our toes, voraciously taking in 
the stories our professor would weave—
from Beowulf to Woolf, from the Viking 
conquests to the many exploits of the 
Tudor dynasty, from the making of 
Senecan tragedies to that of kitchen 
sink dramas. 

Then, somehow, I was blessed with 

the opportunity to sit on the other 
side of the table and teach as an 
adjunct faculty member in my own 
university. As I paraded through the 
halls in my mother’s six yards of silk 
and got to control the temperature of 
the classrooms like a dictator, I felt I 
had reached the culminating chapter 
of my not too shabby bildungsroman. 
As the first week passed by in a 
haze of awkward introductions and 
queries which made me doubt the 
whole discipline of English Language 
Teaching, I drew upon a realisation. 
Even though I was benevolently hired 
to teach something that was equivalent 
to a condensed IELTS course, I was 
hell bent on injecting something from 
my own interests in it, to fill it up with 
poetic contemplations. This annoyed my 
students quite a lot.

Most students traced through 
familiar paths of Spark Notes and 
LitCharts to present their chosen text. 
But one particularly fit gentleman with 

a pair of furrowed eyebrows chipped 
in, saying that he will only complete his 
assignment of reading only one novel 
for the semester, if I were to find him 
something relating to his passions. 
Enthusiastically I replied, “sure”, 
and proceeded to ask him about his 
interests. He stood quiet for a moment 
before replying with a grumble: “I do 
love lifting, so yeah something related 
to ‘gymming’”. He later chose Coelho’s 
The Alchemist and in his presentation, 
let me know that it was a book which 
talked not of the “gymming” of the body 
but that of the soul. I couldn’t help but 
feel a little satisfied with what I had set 
in motion.

Then, during a speaking assignment 
in an 8 am class, a student of mine 
told me about how, if she had all the 
money in the world, she would open 
a bakery for her mother because her 
mum was like “a little fairy who loved 
to make cakes”. Her tenses were topsy 
turvy, her adjectives unkempt, and her 
expressions a tad bit whimsical for the 
classroom, but it was heartwarming to 
say the least. Other students followed on 
different days to talk about the moments 
when they felt seen, the exhilaration 
they felt when they took a wicket in a 
neighbourhood game of cricket; how 
they preferred jewel tones to neon 
because it gave them joy or how they 
diligently embarked upon the journey 
of discovering a viable alternative to 
plastic. They all had their own moments 
which were slowly developing into 
beautiful narratives, and I was fortunate 
enough to bear witness to it. In those 
moments, I could not really tell my 
students apart from my teachers. 

Jahanara Tariq teaches English at 
Independent University Bangladesh 
(IUB).

MUSINGS

Notes of a first-time English teacher

COLLAGE: MAISHA SYEDA
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T SPORTS
DPL
Sheikh Jamal vs Legends of 
Rupganj
Live from 09:00 am
T SPORTS & STAR SPORTS 1
IPL

Delhi vs Kolkata
Live from 08:00 pm
STAR SPORTS HD 2
EPL
Manchester United vs Chelsea
Live from 12:45 am (Friday)
TEN 2

UEFA Europa League
West Ham vs Frankfurt
Live from 01:00 am (Friday)
SONY SIX
UEFA Europa League
RB Leipzig vs Rangers
Live from 01:00 am (Friday)

‘A fantastic spectacle’ 
at Etihad

REUTERS, MANCHESTER

For 90 enthralling minutes in their 
Champions League semi-final on 
Tuesday, Manchester City and Real 
Madrid illustrated just how far elite-
level European football has progressed 
in recent years and how much more 
entertaining for fans it has become.

It was not just the drama in a thrilling 
first leg -- the fact that they combined 
for seven goals, with City coming out 4-3 
winners, nor that Real kept the contest 
alive by three times reducing two-goal 
deficits, but the sheer quality that both 
sides brought to the Etihad Stadium.

The days when games in the latter 
stages of European competition, 
particularly first legs, were cagey, 
negative, tactical affairs, have thankfully 
gone, replaced by the kind of end-to-end 
action that brings to mind basketball’s 
non-stop switching between attack and 
defence.

“Both teams want to attack and have 
the quality to play. Football is a fantastic 
spectacle,” said City manager Pep 
Guardiola as he reflected on the game.

But it would be wrong to view the risk 
taking as cavalier or the high scoring 
as simply the result of poor defending. 
Teams at this level, as Real and City 

reminded everyone, are packed with 
extraordinary talent.

They have forwards who can score 
goals out of nothing, as striker Karim 
Benzema proved once again with his 
sublime flick to bring Real back into the 
game at 2-1.

The Frenchman is arguably the most 
clinical finisher in the modern game, 
although a case could also be made for 

another prolific Champions League 
scorer -- Bayern Munich’s Polish forward 
Robert Lewandowski.

City had started the night with a goal 
after 94 seconds from Kevin De Bruyne 
and the way that Pep Guardiola’s side 
had Real’s defence shaking early on had 
much to do with the performance of the 
Belgian international.

Is there a better all-round midfielder 
in the world than De Bruyne? The 
30-year-old can finish like a striker, 

deliver precision passing from any range, 
surge from the halfway line and lead 
a counter-attack as well as breaking 
up opposition moves with a well-read 
interception or timely tackle.

The game was played at relentless 
pace but there were still moments of 
midfield craft from two of the most 
aesthetically pleasing performers in the 
game - Real’s Croatian maestro Luka 

Modric and City’s Portuguese playmaker 
Bernardo Silva.

The technical ability was illustrated in 
two remarkable minutes in the second 
half.

First, 36-year-old Fernandinho, 
normally a tough defensive midfield 
destroyer, delivered a delicately floated 
cross for Phil Foden’s headed goal to 
make it 3-1 but was then exposed by the 
skill and pace of Vinicius Jr who burst 
away from him to score a wonderful solo 

goal in reply.
The best teams in Europe benefit 

from the finest tactical drilling, elite 
sports science and physical preparation 
and in Guardiola and Real coach Carlo 
Ancelotti, they are guided by men 
who know how to win the Champions 
League.

City were the more dynamic side, 
creating the most chances, and will feel 
they could have won by a bigger margin.

But the mental element is crucial at 
this level, as Ancelotti noted when he 
praised the way his team were able to 
keep clawing their way back into the 
game.

“These players don’t lose their minds 
when things are difficult. The first 20 
minutes were really difficult, but after 
that we were able - slowly, slowly - to 
come back into the game and keep our 
chance of qualification open,” he said.

There are plenty of critics of modern 
football -- of the money that flows in and 
out of the game, the owners, the game’s 
governance, commercialism and the 
concentration of power in a small group 
of big clubs.

But when it comes to undiluted 
quality to admire and thrilling battles 
to enjoy on the field, we have truly have 
never had it so good.

Manchester City took the lead after 94 seconds, the fastest goal scored in a Champions League semi-final, with Kevin De Bruyne’s superb diving header while Real 
Madrid talisman Karim Benzema set up what should be a special night at the Santiago Bernabeu on May 4 by scoring twice to take his tally for the season to 41 goals in 
as many games during a thrilling first-leg Champions League semifinal on Tuesday. PHOTO:REUTERS

“I warn our fans to be ready to see something magical, 
we will win the second leg at Santiago Bernabeu. Losing 

is never good and we care a lot about winning the 
Champions League this season. The thing is we never 

lowered our guard and kept fighting until the end.” 

Karim Benzema

Mizanur 
sees too 
many ‘lazy 
legs’ in DPL
SPORTS REPORTER

The Dhaka Premier League title was decided 
on Tuesday with Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi 
clinching the title after defeating Abahani in 
a tight match. While the season is coming to 
an end today, Rupganj Tigers’ coach Mizanur 
Rahman Babul gave a poignant insight into 
how to get more out of the players and the 
tournament itself to further Bangladesh’s cause.

Rupganj Tigers played their maiden DPL 
season and are fifth in the standings with one 
game to. While Mizanur congratulated Sheikh 
Jamal Dhanmondi for their success, he was less 
impressed by the up-and-coming faces. “I want to 
congratulate Sheikh Jamal and it’s the coming 
of a new pattern. This is a good sign and others 
will come and try to form their side to become 
champions,” Mizanur said after Abahani’s 
stronghold of three consecutive titles ended this 
season.

DPL is known for bringing new faces into 
spotlight but Mizanur was not so impressed this 
time except by Khelaghar Samaj Kallyan Samity’s 
Amite Hasan.

“Amite Hasan batted really well. He played 
well in the NCL and BCL too. But apart from 

that there was no mentionable 
performance amongst 

batters. Among bowlers, 
I will say there were 

no mentionable 
performances.”

Mizanur felt that 
the time schedule of 
when the DPL should 
be played must be 
determined in order 

to breed capable 
players. There were 

many heavy legs in the 
ongoing tournament and 

he felt that scheduling can 
make DPL a breeding ground 

for quality cricket.
“If I use my team as an example, we came to 

play the championship and spent lots of money 
to recruit a few lazy legs. But it’s not the players’ 
fault. We know that there are a few players who 
play all the tournaments like NCL, BCL or BPL 
and then for the national team. In that respect, 
they have played for a long time and have become 
quite weak. Individually they performed but, on 
the field, the body language was missing. This is 
our List A tournament and we are also at our best 
in ODI format in international cricket.”

He put forward the notion that the league 
cannot take place keeping in mind when the 
national team stars are available.

“You have to see that national team cricketers 
are playing when they are free and they are not 
able to give that time since there are lots of 
international matches. Of course when they play, 
the hype regarding the tournament increases but 
if we want to match their schedules to hold the 
tournament, that time does not come.

“We have to go forward thinking of 
new players. We have to give the flavour of 
international wickets here so that the ball swings 
and there is bounce. We have to sit down and 
discuss when that time is,” Mizanur concluded.

The Daily Star (DS): What is the 
mantra behind your success as a 
leader in the domestic circuit?
Imrul Kayes (IK): I had done 
captaincy in the past but, to be 
honest, I never got the opportunity to 
lead on big stages. After getting the 
opportunity in BPL, I learned that it 
is important to have team bonding. 
If you are not able to build the team 
as a family then no matter how many 
big stars you have, they won’t click 
as a unit. When we formed the team, 
we did not have many big names. But 
my message was clear: that we are not 
here only to participate as we want 
to win the title. Initially, some may 
have taken my words lightly as most 
of them thought that Abahani will 
eventually be the champion. I tried to 
change this mindset and said that ‘if 
they can do it, why can’t we?’. I tried 
to instill this belief in every training 
session and meeting and it was very 
important to motivate the team.

DS: How was the standard of the 
league this season?

IK: If I talk about umpiring, pitch 
and condition, I must admit that the 
standard was really good compared 
to the previous editions. As you know 
the league gets highlighted even 
more when you have national players 
and the national stars were available 
for the majority of this season. And 
their presence made the tournament 
very competitive.

DS: Anamul Haque had a terrific 
season as he became the first 
player to score 1000 runs in a 
season in DPL. Is there anyone 
else who caught your eyes for their 
performance?
IK: Definitely what [Anamul Haque] 
Bijoy did is the reward for his hard 
work and we all know about his 
ability as he was very hungry to score 
runs. I think he has done really well 
for himself and his performance will 
surely help him go further in the 
coming days. Apart from Bijoy, Zakir 
Hasan and Amite Hasan were very 
impressive this season and they are 
surely the players to watch.

DS: You scored over 460 runs in 
14 games striking two fifties and 
a hundred. As a batter, are you 
satisfied with your performance?
IK: As a batter, I would say I couldn’t 
give my best. I think I missed out on 
scoring big on a few occasions. But 
as a captain, I am happy because we 
lost early wickets almost in every 
game, and coming in at number three 
under pressure was not easy. I tried to 
take the responsibility, led from the 
front and tried to bat as the situation 
demanded.

DS: Do you still feel that you deserve 
a callback to the national team?
IK: As long as I play competitive 
cricket, my aim will be to represent 
my country. You won’t get success 
in every tournament or series. But 
obviously, my first priority is to 
play for the national team. I try to 
remain calm these days as probably I 
have been in and out of the national 
team more than anyone else and I 
am used to it. 

‘Here to win title’: Imrul’s leadership mantra
Imrul Kayes, no longer a regular face in the Bangladesh side, has shown impressive leadership abilities in the domestic circuit. It was under Imrul’s captaincy that 
Comilla Victorians clinched the last Bangladesh Premier League (BPL) title. He also guided Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi Club to their maiden Dhaka Premier League 
title this season with a game in hand. In an interview with The Daily Star’s Mazhar Uddin, the 35-year-old cricketer shared his views and leadership philosophy 

while discussing a few other topics. The excerpts of the interview are below: 
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A view of the walkway recently constructed by Bangladesh Inland Water Transport Authorities along the Turag in the capital’s 
Ramchandrapur. In order to protect the river from illegal occupants, the BIWTA has been setting up various structures like border pillars, 
walkways and landing stations on its bank stretching from Gabtoli to Basila. The photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

Syeda Ratna, a coordinator of Tentultala Maath Rokkha Andolon, and her 17-year-old son, who were 
both detained for protesting against the construction of a police station on the playground, along with 
children of the area planting saplings along a boundary wall yesterday afternoon. The wall was put up by 
Kalabagan police authorities to stop protesters from obstructing their work.

PHOTO: PRABIR DAS

HAJJ 2022

Air tickets  
get pricier
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The airfare for Hajj was 
yesterday fixed at Tk 
1.4 lakh this year, up 
12,000 from 2019, when 
Bangladeshis were last 
allowed in Saudi Arabia for 
the pilgrimage.

“As you know, the price 
of jet fuel has doubled,” 
said M Mahbub Ali, state 
minister for civil aviation, 
which fixed the airfare 
following discussions with 
different stakeholders.

If the higher fuel price 
is considered, the airfare 
should be Tk 1.5 lakh. 

“But thinking about 
the hajis, we have fixed the 
airfare at Tk 1.4 lakh. Saudi 
Airlines will also keep the 
same fare.”

Biman’s two Boeing 
777 aircraft will be used 
to operate dedicated hajj 
flights to ferry pilgrims 
to Saudi Arabia. The state 
carrier will operate 75 
dedicated hajj flights this 
year.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Russia destroys West-
supplied arms in Ukraine

Cuts gas to Poland, Bulgaria; EU  
denounces the move as ‘blackmail’

AGENCIES

Russia said yesterday it had destroyed 
a large quantity of Western-supplied 
weapons in Ukraine, while halting gas 
supplies to EU and Nato members Poland 
and Bulgaria in a move Brussels branded 
attempted blackmail.

With the conflict that has claimed 
thousands of lives entering its third 
month, Ukraine conceded Russian forces 
had pushed deeper into the country’s east 
and captured several villages, as Moscow 
intensifies a renewed offensive to take 
control of Donbas.

Russia’s defence ministry said its 
forces had destroyed the “large batch” of 
weapons and ammunition supplied by the 
US and European countries using long-
range missile strikes on southeastern 
Ukraine.

They targeted hangers at an 
aluminium plant near the Ukrainian city 
of Zaporizhzhia with “high-precision 
long-range sea-based Kalibr missiles”, the 
ministry said.

Tensions are also rising in a 
breakaway region of Moldova bordering 

southwestern Ukraine, where the interior 
ministry said that shots had been fired at 
a village housing a Russian arms depot 
after drones flew over from Ukraine.

The unrecognised region has reported 
a series of explosions in recent days that it 
called “terrorist attacks”, leading Kyiv to 
accuse Moscow of seeking to expand the 
war further into Europe.

Russia’s energy giant Gazprom said 
it had stopped all gas supplies to Poland 
and highly dependent Bulgaria, after not 
receiving payment in rubles from the two 
EU and Nato members.

The 27-member bloc said it was 
“prepared” for the stoppage and was 
planning a “coordinated” response, 
labelling it “another attempt by Russia to 
blackmail us with gas”.

“Europeans can trust that we stand 
united and in solidarity with the member 
states impacted,” European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen said on Twitter.

The EU chief also warned importers 
that paying for Russian gas in rubles 
would breach sanctions, reports AFP.

The Russian foreign ministry said 
SEE PAGE 6 COL 8

DUTCH HORTICULTURE EXHIBIT 

100 officials going abroad, 
austerity out the window

REJAUL KARIM BYRON and 
ASIFUR RAHMAN

At least 100 agriculture ministry 
officials will participate in phases 
in a six-month international 
horticulture exhibition in the 
Netherlands, even though 
the government had asked to 
abandon all routine tours except 
those involving emergencies. 

The fair, which kicked off 
on April 13, will continue until 
October 9 in the Dutch city of 
Almere.

As part of the tour plan, 15 
agriculture ministry officials 
and a gardener have gotten 
government orders (GO), 
issued between March 16 
and April 12, for the trip. Of 
them, three top officials and 
the gardener have already 
travelled to the Netherlands 
to prepare the Bangladesh 
pavilion and participate in the 
opening ceremony of the 7th 
International Horticulture 

Exhibition Expo.
Agriculture ministry officials 

said according to the plan, 
two officials will be stationed 
together at the pavilion in a 10-
day slot before two others take 
their place.

Besides, those who will be 
travelling to Europe for other 
project-related study tours 
will also have a stopover in the 
Netherlands to participate in the 
horticulture fare.

“There will be around 
70-80 officials travelling to 
the Netherlands for the two 
segments,” said an agriculture 
ministry official preferring 
anonymity.

Besides, for “Bangladesh Day” 
which is likely to be held in the 
first week of July, high-level 
officials including the agriculture 
minister are likely to attend 
the fair, said the official with 
knowledge of the tour plan.

“The total figure considering 
all the visits is likely to be more 

than 100,” he said.
Bangladesh is participating in 

the fair for the first time. Thirty-
three other countries are taking 
part in the expo, the theme of 
which this year is “Growing 
Green Cities”. The expo takes 
place once every 10 years.

Going through the five GOs 
already issued, The Daily Star 
found that 12 of them are high-
ranked officials including the 
agricultural ministry secretary 
Md Sayedul Islam.

The newspaper tried to 
contact Islam to ask about the 
visit, but he did not respond to 
calls and text messages.

The list includes one joint 
secretary, four additional 
secretaries and five deputy 
secretaries.

The travel plan of so many 
people including high officials is 
against the government’s stance 
of discouraging unnecessary 
foreign trips for public servants.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 2

BANGLADESH RAILWAY

Hefty loss of 
Tk 13,492cr 
in 12 years

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Railway has incurred Tk 13,492.70 
crore in losses in 12 years between fiscal 2008-09 
and FY2019-20, according to BR documents.

The state-run transport agency suffered a loss 
of Tk 2,063.1 crore in FY2019-20, the highest 
for a single year since FY2008-09. Data on BR’s 
income and expenditure before that fiscal year is 
not available. 

A draft report of the BR shows it posted a loss 
of Tk 1,384cr during FY2020-21. The final report 
has not been filed yet. 

Every year, the BR publishes an “Information 
Book” including in it the financial summary of 
the agency and all the other latest data for the 
year. The latest book was released in November 
last year. 

BR has not made any profit since FY2008-09, 
according to data available in the information 
books. They do not have any data on the income 
for years between 1971 and 2007.

The books mentioned that the agency made 
Tk 5.02 crore in profit in FY1969-70 during the 
Pakistani rule.

It earned TK 1,125.8 crore in FY2019-20 but the 
operational expenses were Tk 3,188.9 crore that 
year.

After Covid-19 hit Bangladesh in March 2020, 
the operation of passenger trains was suspended 
for over two months to curb the spread of the 
virus.

Its effect was visible in the financial report.
BR carried 63.99 million passengers in fiscal 

2019-20, down from 92.71 million the previous 
year.

Although the operations of freight trains 
continued amid the pandemic, the quantity 
of goods transported by the trains reduced 
significantly in FY2019-20.

The freight carried was 3,179.68 thousand 
tonnes in FY2019-20 against 3,959.25 thousand 
tonnes the previous year, show the books.

BR incurred such losses before the pandemic 
as well.

In FY2018-19, it earned Tk 1,406.57 crores 
while the total operational expenses were Tk 
3,050.65 crores, meaning it suffered a loss of Tk 
1,644.07 crores that year.

It earned Tk 1,486.15 crores in fiscal 2017-18 
compared to the operational costs of Tk 2,918.02 
crores.

BR incurred Tk 1,531.7 crore in losses in 
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

City

NEW MARKET CLASHES

DB holds back 
suspects’ party 

affiliation
Says no clue yet about 
Morsalin’s attackers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Those who took part in the violence and killings wearing 
helmets in the capital’s New Market area recently are 
goons and they will be brought to justice, a top DB 
official said yesterday without disclosing their party 
identities.

“We are not confirming their party affiliation right 
now. There is nothing to look into their party affiliation. 
Besides, there [Dhaka College] is no committee [Chhatra 
League] here; there is no such thing named Chhatra 
League.... Those who took part in violence wearing 
helmets are goons for sure,” said Mahbub Alam, joint 
commissioner of the Detective Branch of DMP, at a press 
briefing at the its Media Centre.

Local media published photos of many suspects and 
identified them as Dhaka College Chhatra League leaders 
and activists who took part in clashes wearing helmets.

Five cases have so far been filed in connection with 
the clashes, which left two people dead and at least 50 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 2

RAB SANCTIONS

Home’s  
inaction  
to blame
Says Shahriar Alam 
as JS body slams 
foreign ministry

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Had the home ministry 
provided the foreign 
ministry with necessary 
information on alleged 
extrajudicial killings and 
forced disappearances 
in time, the US sanctions 
on Rab could have been 
avoided, State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam told a parliamentary 
watchdog.

Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen 
said a good number of 
development partners and 
lawmakers from the US 
and the EU had written 
to the ministry seeking 
information on alleged 
forced disappearances, 
extrajudicial killings, and 
arrests of journalists under 
the Digital Security Act.

But the ministry could 
not write back in time as it 
did not have information 

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6


