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Humanity in ‘spiral of 
self-destruction’: UN

AFP, Geneva

Humanity is suffering from a “broken 
perception of risk”, spurring us into 
activities and behaviours that cause 
climate change and a surging number 
of disasters around the globe, the UN 
warned yesterday.

In a fresh report, the UN Office for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, or UNDRR, 
found that between 350 and 500 
medium- to large-scale disasters took 
place globally every year over the past 
two decades.

That is five times more than the 
average during the three preceding 
decades, it said.

And amid the changing climate, the 

report estimated that by 2030, we will 
be experiencing 560 disasters around 
the world every year -- or 1.5 disasters 
every day on average.

Ignoring the towering risks we face 
“is setting humanity on a spiral of self-
destruction,” UN Deputy Secretary-
General Amina Mohammed warned in 
the statement.

Ignoring risks has come at a high 
price. Disasters around the world have 
cost roughly $170 billion each year 
over the past decade, the report found.

But most of that is incurred in lower-
income countries, which on average 
lose one percent of their national GDP 
to disasters each year, compared to just 
0.1 to 0.2 percent in wealthier nations.

No one to be homeless
FROM PAGE 12

Hasina, also the Awami 
League president,  said she 
didn’t know whether such 
a housing initiative was 
taken in any other country 
in the world.

“To me, power is to serve 
the people and work for 
the people. So, today I’ve 
been working so that not 
a single person remains 
homeless or shelter-less in 
Bangladesh.”

The PM asked her 
party leaders and activists 
to follow the ideology 
of Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman to bring 
smiles on the faces of 
unhappy people.

In an oblique reference 
to the recent claim by 
TIB that spending on 
Covid vaccination lacked 

transparency, Hasina said 
it would not be enough 
to count the prices of 
vaccines only, rather 
all expenditures of the 
vaccination programme 
should be counted.

“If you add all costs, 
you will get accurate 
information and know 
how many thousand crore 
taka was spent for it,” 
she said, adding that the 
government vaccinated 
people free of cost.

Referring to the 
resurgence in Covid-19 
in different countries, 
she asked all to remain 
cautious and follow the 
health protocol.

Md Tofazzel Hossain 
Miah, senior secretary at 
the Prime Minister’s Office, 
conducted the house 
distribution function.

Academic
FROM PAGE 12

However, no order was 
passed. 
MINISTRY’S RESPONSE 
Belayet Hossain Talukdar, 
additional secretary 
(development) of secondary 
and higher education 
division (SHED) at the 
education ministry, 
said they did not release 
money as the university 
authorities failed to 
produce a Development 
Project Proposal (DPP) for 
the land acquisition. 

“For some technical 
issue, we could not release 
money. The university 
should approach in a 
planned way. We will not 
give money for land in 
an isolated way,” he said, 
adding that the VC could 
have taken their support 
for preparing DPP. 

On the other hand, 
CSTU VC said the land 
ministry got approval from 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
to transfer the ownership 
of the proposed land to the 
SHED last July and the land 
acquisition was awaiting 
fund release. 

“The land acquisition 
process was in an advanced 
stage. What was the 
necessity of DPP?” he said. 

Dhaka College
FROM PAGE 12

As we follow the academic 
procedure, it take 
some time to start the 
investigation.

“As no students are 
present in college hostels, 
we may extend the 
investigation period if the 
probe body appeals to us,” 
added the acting principal.

Meanwhile, the High 
Court yesterday directed 
14 local BNP leaders and 
activists to surrender 
before the lower court 
concerned in six weeks in 
connection with two cases 
filed over the clashes in 
New Market area.

The bench of Justice 
Mustafa Zaman Islam 
and Justice Md Salim 
passed orders following 
three petitions filed by the 
accused seeking bail in the 
cases filed over obstructing 
police in their duties.  

Taking steps
FROM PAGE 12

The TIB said the main 
purpose of its research is 
to ensure accountability 
and transparency in the 
government’s activities 
regarding Covid-19.

Speaking at the press 
conference at his ministry 
on Monday, Health 
Minister Zahid Maleque 
said he included the cost 
of free Covid vaccines in 
the expenditure and that’s 
why he had mentioned that 
the government had spent 
Tk 40,000 crore for the 
vaccination programme.

The TIB statement said, 
“We don’t understand on 
what basis the price of 
free vaccines is added and 
shown as expenditure. 
The TIB hopes the health 
ministry will provide 
detailed information on 
the procurement and 
distribution of vaccines.”

Questioning the 
research method, the 
health minister at the press 
conference said the sample 
size was too small.

In response, the graft 
watchdog said they 
carried out the research 
scientifically. “Every 
information was verified 
from different sources. 
Therefore, there is no 
scope to term the research 
incorrect.”

The TIB also said they 
would take steps to hold a 
meeting with the health 
minister, with consent 
from him, to discuss the 
disagreed issues.

UN to vote on 
justification 
of veto use
AFP, United Nations

The 193 members of the 
United Nations General 
Assembly were to vote 
yesterday on a resolution 
that would require the 
five permanent members 
of the Security Council to 
justify their use of the veto 
in future.

Directly targeting the 
United States, China, 
Russia, France and the 
United Kingdom -- who are 
the only holders of the veto 
right -- the measure would 
“make them pay a higher 
political price” when they 
opt to use their veto to 
strike down a Security 
Council resolution, said a 
source.

But it is not yet clear if 
the reform would push the 
five permanent members 
to use the veto less.

First proposed more 
than two years ago, the 
measure provides for 
the General Assembly 
to be convened within 
10 working days after a 
permanent member uses 
a veto “to hold a debate 
on the situation as to 
which the veto was cast,” 
according to the text.

Around sixty countries 
have joined Liechtenstein 
in co-sponsoring the 
reform, including the 
United States .

World’s oldest person 
eyes new record
AFP, Toulon

France’s Sister Andre, believed to have become 
the oldest person alive this week at the age 

of 118, yesterday said she would now 
like to beat the record of oldest 

person ever. “People say that work 
kills, for me work kept me alive, 
I kept working until I was 108,” 
the Catholic nun told reporters 
yesterday in the tea-room of 
the hospice where she lives in 

the Mediterranean city Toulon. 
Sister Andre has a record to beat in 

mind: that of Jeanne Calment, who 
died in 1997 in Arles, southern France, 

aged 122 -- the oldest confirmed age reached 
by any human being so far.

This picture taken on 
Monday and released 
yesterday shows 
vehicles carrying 
missiles during a military 
parade to celebrate 
the 90th anniversary 
of the founding of 
the Korean People’s 
Revolutionary Army at 
Kim Il Sung Square in 
Pyongyang. North Korea 
will rapidly accelerate 
the development of its 
nuclear arsenal, leader 
Kim Jong Un said while 
overseeing the vast 
military parade.
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