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Commission, told this 
correspondent on phone 
yesterday.

K h a i r u z z a m a n 
alleged that he is facing 
a corruption case back in 
Bangladesh, and it was filed 
with ulterior motives, he 
said.  

Joseph said the 
commission would 
engage with the Malaysian 
government and other 
actors to make sure that 
Khairuzzaman is not 
deported to Bangladesh 
and that his safety is 
ensured.  

The appeal came 
two weeks after Anti-
Corruption Commission 
(ACC) filed a case, accusing 
Khairuzzaman of amassing 
over Tk 1.58 crore during 
his tenure as high 
commissioner to Malaysia 
from September 2007 to 
February 2009.

According to the 
case filed on April 13, he 
misappropriated the said 
amount in the name of 
various expenditures, 
including purchase of 
household items, travel, 
maintenance, fuel, house 
rent, medical bill, postage, 
AC repairs, telephone, 
children’s air passage, etc.

Khairuzzaman, who was 
an accused in a jail killing 
case of 1975, was acquitted 
by the lower court in 2004. 
The acquittal was upheld 
by the High Court and 
Appellate Division. 

In 2007, he was 
appointed high 
commissioner to Malaysia. 
The Awami League 
government recalled him in 
2009, but he did not come 
back in fear of persecution 
and has since been living 
in Malaysia with refugee 
status. 

Malaysian Immigration 
Department had arrested 
him on February 9 this 
year. 

Malaysian Home 
Minister Hamzah Zainudin 
then said the arrest was 
made after a request from 
Bangladesh. 

He was released after five 
days following a legal case.

Extorting money, trading arms
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He was found using 
three phone numbers 
– 01608668491, 
01919512089 and 
01829859120.

Using these numbers, 
he communicated with 
his associates and one of 
his associates’ relative on 
March 24, March 18 and 
March 12. This newspaper 
found all the numbers 
switched off.

During the phone 
conversations, Ali Akbar 
mentioned “Dhanabi”, 
the niece of illegal arms 
dealer Lal Tan Pankhoa in 
Rangamati.

Lal Tan, head of Saichal 
Pankhoa community 
in Rangamati, was also 
arrested with Akbar. Akbar 
asked his associates to 
collect something from 

Dhanabi, said an official 
of CTTC, quoting analysis 
details.

“We are now analysing 
the communication details 
and locating Akbar’s other 
associates,” said the official, 
requesting anonymity.

Akbar was mainly 
responsible for smuggling 
9mm pistols and AK-47 
rifles from a hill district 
and delivering those to 
one Hossain, the official 
said. Akbar has a network 
of around a dozen people, 
including a Rohingya from 
a Cox’s Bazar camp, for 
running the illegal trade.

Ahamedul Islam, 
additional deputy 
commissioner of CTTC, 
said, “Once a member of 
the illegal arms syndicate 
is arrested, his family 
members take over the 

trade. We are carrying 
out drives to arrest the 
absconding members of 
the syndicate.”

The Daily Star tried 
to communicate with 
the inspector general of 
prisons, but he did not 
respond. 

Abdul Jalil, senior 
jail superintendent of 
Kashimpur high-security 
jail, told this newspaper 
yesterday that there is no 
scope of using phones 
from jail.” About the police 
findings, Jalil suggested 
informing the jail authority.

“We only allow inmates 
to communicate with their 
relatives for 10 minutes 
using mobile phones once 
in a week, as specified by 
the government, and our 
staff remain present during 
conversations,” he added.

Passing of a luminary
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at midnight. Even before 
his demise, he left his 
entire life’s earnings to his 
beloved department. 

Department of Fisheries 
current chair Prof Monirul 
Islam confirmed the 
news of his death to this 
newspaper. Prof Shafi died 
at a private hospital in the 
capital while undergoing 
treatment for Covid-19. 

He was 85 and is survived 
by his wife, two sons and a 
daughter.

He was laid to rest 
at Mirpur Martyred 
Intellectuals’ Graveyard.

DU VC Prof Md 
Akhtaruzzaman expressed 
deep shock at the death. 

Prof Shafi was a pioneer 
of fisheries research. He 
has written five research 
books, a biography and 70 
published journal articles. 

He was appointed 
as a supernumerary 
professor at DU’s fisheries 
department and later 
served as an honorary 

professor. 
Born on July 22, 1939 at 

Bogura’s Santahar, he set 
up the “Abdul Latif Student 
Scholarship Welfare Fund” 
at Santahar BP School, and 
“Amena Khatun Female 
Student Welfare Fund” in 
Ahsanullah Institution. 

He also founded 
“Professor Mohammad 
Shafi Trust Fund 
Fellowship”, for the toppers 
of the fisheries department, 
at both BSc and MSc levels 
at DU.   

Allocate 10pc for the health
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is a must for better health 
management, he observed.

Syed Abdul Hamid, 
professor at Institute 
of Health Economics at 
Dhaka University, said the 

country’s health services 
are curative, while they 
should be preventative.

He suggested bringing 
changes in community-
health services at the 
grassroots.

Binayak Sen, director 
general of Bangladesh 
Institute of Development 
Studies, suggested 
pockets of remote areas 
be identified to bring them 
under healthcare facilities.

Danish crown
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the nature at the camp.
She also met residents of 

Ukhiya’s Rajapalang union. 
Refugee, Relief 

and Repatriation 
Commissioner Shah 
Rezwan Hayat welcomed 
the princess upon her 
arrival at the camp. She is 
scheduled to visit Satkhira 
today to meet the climate-
vulnerable people.

Five killed
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Habibur Rahman (21), 
a student of Shyamoly 
Polytechnic Institute, was 
killed after his bike collided 
with a vehicle.  

Meanwhile, two people 
were killed and another was 
injured in a road accident 
on Dhaka-Khulna Highway 
in Mechordia area under 
Madhukhali upazila in 
Faridpur.

The deceased were 
identified as Rubia Begum 
(55) and Kamal Sheikh 
(65).

Quoting locals, Kingkon 
Kumar Biswas, Karimpur 
Highway Police Station OC, 
said, “The accident took 
place when a Dhaka-bound 
bus hit a rickshaw-van, the 
three were on, from behind.

Police seized the bus but 
the driver managed to flee, 
said the OC.

Another haor
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superintendent engineer of 
WDB in Sunamganj, said, 
“We are now trying to block 
the entry of water, so that 
the water level in the haor 
does not increase.”

Bimol Chandra Ghosh, 
deputy director of DAE in 
Sunamganj, said, “It will 
take two more days before 
the haor floods completely 
and submerges the 
remaining paddy in 500 
hectares. Twenty combine 
harvesters and hundreds of 
people are working there to 
save the harvest.” 

“We are hopeful that we 
will be able to save most of 
them [paddy],” he added.
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First death 
anniversary of 
Habiba Begum
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today 
marks the 
first death 
anniversary 
of Habiba 
Begum, 
mother of 
journalist 
MA Bakir, a member of 
Dhaka Reporter’s Unity 
and Dhaka Union of 
Journalists. 

After battling cancer for 
nine months, she passed 
away last year at a hospital 
in Moghbazar. She was 
buried in the Azimpur 
graveyard. 

She left behind her 
husband, two sons and two 
daughters. Bakir requested 
all to pray for the salvation 
of the departed soul.


