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Cumilla
city polls

on June 15

135 UPs, six
municipalities
will go to polls
the same day
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Polls to the Cumilla City
Corporation will be held
on June 15 as the Election
Commission announced

the schedule yesterday.

The EC expects that all
parties would participate
in the election, which
will be the first major
polls under the new EC,
led by Chief Election
Commissioner Kazi
Habibul Awal.

EC secretary
Humayun
Kabir
Khandaker
announced |
the ‘
schedule
after a
meeting chaired
by the CEC held at the EC

office. At least one family is using the bridge, as it has been running a shop there for the last decade. It even built a ramp where the bridge

According to the was supposed to connect to the path.

Toxic smoke
from brick kilns
damages crops

S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

Farmers of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila and
Kurigram’s Chilmari upazila are worried about
their future.

The paddy, fruit trees, bamboo clusters and
betel nut trees that they’ve nurtured over months
have been damaged due to toxic smoke from
nearby brick kilns.

The aggrieved farmers have already
~~— - written to the upazila administration
' and agriculture department to
remove brick kilns, but to no
avail.
They alleged that 350 bighas
of land at Karnopur village
in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
and 50 bighas of land at
Balabari Kisamatbanu village
of Chilmari upazila in Kurigran
have dried out and turned sterile
. due o the smoke emitted from Two
Star Bricks of LLalmonirhat and Wares
Bricks of Chilmari.

“I've lost 15 acres of paddy due to the brick
kilns this year. No one protests against the brick
kiln owners as they’re quite influential,” said
farmer Abu Bakkar (65) of Karnopur village.

Habibur Rahman, Mogholhat union parishad
chair in Lalmonirhat, said he has already talked

schedule, the last date for PHOTO: STAR to the brick kiln owner about the matter, but did
submitting nomination not receive any response yet.
papers is May 17, the L “We’ve been demanding compensation but the
deadline for evaluating owners aren’t paying any heed to us,” said Golap
nomination papers is May None can Uddin (55), another farmer from Chilmari, whose
19, and the last date for . ﬂ three acres of his boro paddy got fully damaged,
withdrawing candidature ® ® mniuence aBllegke%ly1 due to the toxic smoke from Wares
is May 26. ' rick Kiln.

tes  Middle of a bridge!  rexons
parishads and six ® . e s Haidar in Lalmonirhat and Wares Brick Kiln
municipalities across Agri minister owner Wares Ali said if the crops got damaged
the country will also go MINTU DESHWARA After construction was completed, however, the tells event ?alf;ntgr;?;%Cu?énggegif‘rgfcznlcrl:el:llslgtsi'otrllle affected
for polls on June 15 and * bridge could not be used by locals, as brothers OUR CORRESPONDENT, Shamim Ashral’ the deputy director of
they would also follow In Mouvibazar’s South Gangul village, a bridge  Gafur Ali and Haru Mia objected to filling Tangail ’ puty

same schedule. Electronic
Voting Machine (EVM) will
be used in all the elections,
said Humayun.

remains unused by residents for almost two
decades, because one family objected to
building the connecting path

the soil at the bridge’s junction, according to
former UP member Igbal Hossain.
Arman Aman, a resident of

on its land. 2 the village, said the bridge has
' When asked, what. Well, not completely unused. b !‘(:;ED bull:lEhe not beer% ol any use for aglmosl
will be EC’s strategy if One of the family members riage, spending g years, as authorities could
a major political party has been running a shop Tk 5 lakh. After | i1l the soil on both sides.
SEE PAGE 4 COL 4 in the middle of that very construction Another resident Safiq

bridge for 10 years. They even
built a bamboo ramp where

PRAYER
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was completed,
however, the

Ahmed said the path there is
usually submerged for six to

authorities were supposed to . seven months in a year. Then
connect the bridge to the road, bridge could not people and studenis are forced
APRIL26 QV/ for people to go up to the shop. be used by locals, ., long distance to cross
- In doing so, they have as brothers Gafur (he arca. This bridge was meant
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha violated government rules, and Ali and Haru Mia 1o solve this problem.
AZAN 4-09 12-45 445 629 800 about 300 families have been objected to filling Weirdly enough, Zainul
JAMAAT 419 1-15 500 639 830 deprived of a helpful initiative. the soil at the Islam, Gafur’s nephew, has
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According to Local
Government Engineering
Department (LGED), about 18
years ago, the then government
took on various development projects by
declaring the village of Barlekha upazila an
ideal village.

LGED built the bridge, spending Tk 5 lakh.

bridge’s junction.

been doing business on the
bridge for a decade, said
resident Saidul Islam.

They urged authorities concerned to take
steps to evict the occupants and make the
bridge suitable for movement.

Contacted, Zainul said some of their land

Agriculture Minister and
Awami League presidium
member Md Abdur
Razzaque yesterday said
Nno power or conspirator
can influence the 2023
national election.

“This election will be
fair, beautiful and neutral
through the participation
of all,” he said.

The minister made
the remarks after visiting
Sheikh Hasina Medical
College and Hospital in
Tangail.

He said Awami League is
a democratic party and it
will practice democracy in
the next elections as well.

“We hope that no
matter how strong the
international community

Department of Agriculture Extension (DAE) in
Lalmonirhat, affirmed that the brick kilns are
responsible for the crop damage.

The DAE officials visited the spot and
submitted a report to the upazila administration,
he added.

Mahmuda Masum, Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
UNO and Mahbubur Rahman, Chilmari upazila

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8
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Paddy plants dry out and turn sterile due to the
impact of toxic smoke emitted from a brick kiln
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Discard plans for
lake on indigenous
land: speakers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

at Karnopur village in Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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The government has to immediately cancel the
proposed excavation of agricultural land of ethnic
minorities to create a lake in Tangail’s Madhupur
area, said speakers at a programme yesterday.
Protesting the Forest Department’s move, people
from ethnic minority communities demonstrated
at Dokhala.

The speakers said over 25,000 indigenous
people have been protecting forest and biodiversity
for a long time. However, the Forest Department,
in the name of protecting forests, takes projects
that harm the environment, they added, urging the
authorities to stop the such initiatives. They said
indigenous people have been living in the forest
for generations, long before the forest department
was established. The department has no right to
destroy the agricultural land -- their livelihood.

They also threatened tougher movement if their
demand is not heard.

Among others, John Jetra, president of
Bangladesh Garo Chhatra Sangathan; Alik Mre,
general secretary of Bangladesh Adivasi Chhatra
Sangram Parishad; Mukul Daru on behalf of the
land owners, and Tony Mathew Chiran, organising
secretary of Bangladesh Adivasi Jubo Forum, spoke
at the rally.

Ajoy-A-Mre, former president of Joyenshahi
Adivasi Unnoyon Parishad, chaired the event.

The Forest Department is set to excavate an
artificial lake at Amtali in Madhupur National Park
to attract tourists, despite objections from the local
ethnic minorities who fear this would damage their
livelihoods and culture.

The 800 feet by 200 feet lake will be dug on 12
bighas of land near a two-storey rest house, which
is under construction, next to Dokhala Rest House,
according to the Forest Department.
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