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or the military and 
economic powers might 
be, they will not interfere in 
our internal affairs in any 
way,” he said. 

The minister also said 
the opposition parties, 
including BNP, are 
conspiring in various ways 
to sabotage the upcoming 
elections. 

“They must remember 
that the country’s people 
are the source of all 
power. No matter how 
much BNP conspires with 
international conspirators, 
we think the people will 
deal with it,” the minister 
said.   

ACC approves
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the three-man education 
ministry shortlist for the 
post of treasurer at NSU 
was stolen from the Prime 
Minister’s Office.

It also said PMO staffer 
Fatema stole the document 
and gave it to Farhad 
in front of PMO gate-
4 on March 1, upon the 
instructions of Bangladesh 
Chhatra League leader 
Toriqul in exchange for Tk 
20,000, which was sent  
through bKash, for this 
purpose.

The forged document 
was then submitted to 
the president’s office for 
approval on March 3, 
according to the charge 
sheet, misrepresenting 
the PM’s decision on who 
should be the treasurer.

A shop
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would be ruined if the 
area is filled, so they did 
not allow it. Upazila LGED 
Engineer Pritam Sikder 
Joy said it is unfortunate 
that the government-
funded bridge is lying idle. 
Besides, shops cannot be 
built on any government 
establishment. He said he 
will take necessary steps in 
this regard.

Toxic smoke
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UNO said necessary steps 
are being taken in this 
regard. Deputy Director of 
Rangpur DoE Mez-Babul 
Alam said 130 brickfields 
out of 170 are operating 
without any approval from 
DoE. The list of illegal brick 
kilns has been placed before 
the local administration, 
he said.  

CU 45th batch 
convening 
committee 
formed
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A convening committee 
of Chittagong University’s 
45th batch students has 
been formed, making 
Jubayer Bin Harun its 
convener.

Besides, Md Shahidul 
Alam Noyan was made 
member secretary of the 
committee, formed in 
presence of departments’ 
representatives last week.

Sibaji Chowdhury, 
Shihab Ud Dowla, Trisha 
Barua, Shawon Azhar, 
Mizanur Rahaman 
Minu, Iftekhar Uddin, 
Mohaiminul Faisal and 
Fatema Jannat were made 
joint conveners.

Strengthening partnership
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potential of wind power 
here, and under this 
framework, they will 
support us,” Momen said, 
terming the framework 
document a landmark.

The cooperation will 
bring all instruments 
into play, ranging from 
diplomatic action and 
development cooperation 
to climate funding and 
investments, trade and 
private sector relations, 
including public-private 
partnerships, he said.

Mortensen said signing 
the document signals that 
the two countries are ready 
to “walk the talk” on the 
commitments made in the 
Paris Agreement.

Dhaka and Copenhagen 
would also like to work 
together in the fishing and 

blue economy areas.
Momen also urged 

Copenhagen to firmly 
raise the Rohingya issue at 
the UN Security Council, 
as Denmark is going to 
become a member of the 
council.

Yesterday, the crown 
princess and Mortensen 
paid a courtesy call on 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina at her official Gono 
Bhaban residence.

Quoting the Danish 
minister, prime minister’s 
press secretary Ihsanul 
Karim said they discussed 
stronger cooperation 
on renewable energy, 
technology transfer, 
Rohingya crisis and women 
empowerment.

Noting that Bangladesh 
is a country vulnerable to 
climate change, Hasina 

said the government has 
formed a climate trust 
fund, and some special 
programmes have been 
taken to face the adverse 
impact of climate change.

The prime minister 
said her government has 
developed Bhashanchar as 
a liveable place, as part of 
the plan to shift Rohingyas 
there.

The Danish minister 
commended Bangladesh’s 
huge development 
and described it as a 
development miracle. 
Bangladesh has earned 
high level of respect in the 
international community.

Mortensen said 
businessmen and 
entrepreneurs of Denmark 
are now interested to 
invest in various sectors of 
Bangladesh.  

Cumilla city polls
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doesn’t contest the local 
government elections, 
Humayun replied, “The 
Election Commission 
expects that all political 
parties will join city polls.”

“The EC believes in 
inclusiveness and it 
wants to hold free, fair, 
participatory and credible 
elections,” he added.

The five-year tenure of 
the corporation will expire 
on May 16, as the first city 
corporation meeting was 
held on May 17, 2017 after 
the election was held on 
March 30 of that year.

The EC could not hold 
the election on time due to 
Ramadan and Eid vacations 
for several days, Humayun 
earlier said.

Local Government 
Division Senior Secretary 
Helal Uddin Ahmed told 
The Daily Star that the 
government will appoint 
an administrator after 

the corporation’s tenure 
expires, in line with the law.

Talking about holding 
due Zila Parishad elections, 
Humayun said they have 
received a letter from the 
government in this regard 
and they are working on it.

In a letter to the 
EC on April 18, the 
LGRD ministry’s Local 
Government Division 
urged the EC to take 
necessary steps to hold Zila 
Parishad elections as soon 
as possible.

The first-ever Zila 
Parishad polls took place 
in December 28, 2016. 
Amid boycotts by the BNP 
and the Jatiya Party, the 
ruling Awami League-
backed candidates became 
chairmen in 25 districts, 
AL leaders running as 
independents won in 
13, and AL leaders won 
unopposed in 21. Polls were 
held in two other districts 
later.

Lack of knowledge
FROM PAGE 3

Alongside key informant 
interviews and in-depth 
interviews, household 
survey of 507 women was 
held during the research 
in 14 villages. Quantitative 
and qualitative data was 
collected simultaneously 
but independently between 
August and September 
2021.

Bidhan Krishna Sarker, 
assistant scientist at 
icddr,b, presented the 
report.

Addressing the event, 
additional secretary of 
the agriculture ministry 
Ruhul Amin Talukder 
said the government has 

taken different initiatives 
focusing both quality 
and quantity of all kinds 
of food, including those 
fortified.

He stressed for 
motivating people 
regarding consumption of 
fortified food.

ESDO Executive 
Director Shahid Uz 
Zaman, CARE Bangladesh 
Country Director Ramesh 
Singh, Plan International 
Bangladesh Country 
Director Dennis O’Brien 
and Delegation of the 
European Union to 
Bangladesh Programme 
Manager Meher Nigar 
Bhuiyan spoke at the event.  
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Ex-MP Ashika 
Akbar passes 
away
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Tangail

Former 
lawmaker 
Syeda 
Ashika 
Akbar 
passed away 
while she 
was undergoing treatment 
at Evercare Hospital in 
Dhaka yesterday. 

She was 78.
She left behind her 

husband, three daughters 
and two sons and 
numerous admirers to 
mourn her death.

Ashika was the only 
daughter of Nawabjada 
Hasan Ali Chowdhury, 
son of Syed Nawab Ali 
Chawdhury, Nawab of 
Dhanbari.

She was buried at the 
family graveyard after 
a namaz-e-janaja on 
Nawab Eidgah ground in 
Dhanbari, Tangail after Asr 
prayers.

Ashika was elected MP 
from Tangail-1 (Madhupur-
Dhanbari) constituency in 
the 1981 by-election as a 
BNP candidate.

Dr Abdur Razzaque, 
agriculture minister and 
incumbent lawmaker 
of the constituency, 
expressed his deep shock 
at her death and expressed 
sympathy to the bereaved 
family.

Vehicles of all kinds choked the capital’s Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue yesterday. 
Long tailbacks were seen throughout the day.  PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


