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SHIPWRECKS OFF TUNISIA

Migrant death 
toll rises to 17
REUTERS, Tunis

The death toll from several migrant shipwrecks 
off the Tunisian coast has risen to 17 people, a 
judicial official said yesterday. On Saturday the 
Tunisian coast guard said four boats carrying 120 
African migrants headed for Italy had sunk off 
the coast near the city of Sfax. Another 5 bodies 
were recovered yesterday, adding to 12 found by 
the coast guard overnight, said a spokesperson 
for Sfax Courts. The coast guard said 98 people 
had been rescued. The coastline of Sfax has 
become a major departure point for people 
fleeing conflict and poverty in Africa and the 
Middle East and seeking a better life in Europe. 

Demonstrators shout anti-government slogans as they climb the wall of Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
residence during a protest, amid the country’s economic crisis, in Colombo, Sri Lanka yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

NIGERIA OIL REFINERY

Explosion kills at 
least 80 people
AFP, Lagos

An explosion at an illegal oil refinery in southern 
Nigeria has killed at least 80 people, the emergency 
services said yesterday. 

The blast occurred late Friday at the illegal site 
between the southern oil states of Rivers and Imo, 
police said.

“We recovered at least 80 badly burnt bodies at 
the scene,” Ifeanyi Nnaji of the National Emergency 
Management Agency in the area, told AFP, adding 
that the toll could rise.

“We learnt many bodies are in nearby bushes and 
forests as some illegal operators and their patrons 
scampered to safety.”

Many people had “severe burns”, he said, adding 
some later died in hospital.

Nnaji said several burnt vehicles and jerry-cans 
used in scooping stolen crude and petroleum 
products littered the scene of the carnage.

You won’t face troubles
Modi tells youth of J&K during his first public event in the 

disputed territory since clampdown
AFP, Srinagar

India’s prime minister yesterday 
promised peace and development for 
Jammu and Kashmir, during his first 
public event in the disputed territory 
since it imposed a sweeping security 
clampdown nearly three years ago.

Narendra Modi’s Hindu nationalist 
government has sought to quell a 
long-running insurgency in Indian-
administered Kashmir and strengthen 
its hold over the Muslim-majority 
region, which is also claimed by 
neighbouring Pakistan.

India nullified the area’s limited 

autonomy in August 2019, when 
authorities arrested thousands and 
imposed the world’s longest internet 
shutdown, seeking to forestall local 
opposition to the move.

Tight security was in place for 
Modi’s appearance at Palli village in 

Jammu, the Hindu-majority southern 
part of the territory, which celebrated 
New Delhi’s introduction of direct 
rule as a defence against Kashmir’s 
separatist movement.

As he inaugurated new road and 
hydropower projects, Modi told the 
gathered crowd of thousands that his 
government had put the restive region 
on the path to prosperity.
“I want to tell the youth of the valley 
that they will not have to face the dif-
ficulties and travails that their parents 
and grandparents had to deal with,” 
Modi said.

“The lives of tens of 

thousands... are at 

stake in Mariupol.”

UN’s Ukraine crisis 
coordinator Amin Awad

Israel committed 
to Al-Aqsa status 
quo: FM
AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said yesterday 
that Israel was “committed” to the status quo at 
the flashpoint Jerusalem holy site at the heart 

of a recent wave of violence. 
“Muslims pray on the Temple 
Mount, non-Muslims only 
visit,” Lapid said, using the 
Jewish term for the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque compound, the holiest 
place in Judaism and the third-
holiest in Islam. “There is no 
change, there will be no change 
-- we have no plans to divide 

the Temple Mount between religions,” he told 
journalists. Palestinian protestors have repeatedly 
clashed with Israeli riot police at the Al-Aqsa 
compound since the middle of the month, as the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan coincided with 
Jewish Passover. Those clashes have come against 
a backdrop of wider violence in Israel and the 
Palestinian territories that since late March has 
killed 38 people. 

‘I want to see 
the sun’
Heart-breaking video 
of children holed up 
in Mariupol emerges
REUTERS

Women and children sheltering in a giant 
steel works in Mariupol that is the last 
holdout of Ukrainian defenders of the 
southern port city, said in a video released 
on Saturday they are desperate to get out 
and are running out of food.

The video was released by the Azov 
battalion, which was set up by pro-
Ukrainian nationalists in 2014, later 
incorporated as a regiment in Ukraine’s 
national guard and has played a prominent 
role in the defence of Mariupol.

Reuters could not independently 
verify where or when the video was shot. 
Somebody speaking in the video mentions 
that the date is April 21.

The video shows soldiers bringing food 
for civilians who the battalion 
says are sheltering in the 
Azovstal complex.

A woman holding 
a toddler said 
people in the plant 
were running out 
of food: “We really 
want to go home,” 
she said.

Russian forces were 
hitting the Azovstal 
complex with air strikes 
and trying to storm it, presidential adviser 
Oleksiy Arestovych said on Saturday, 
although Moscow had said this week that it 
would blockade the plant and not attempt 
to take it. More than 1,000 civilians are in 
the plant along with troops defending it, 
according to Ukrainian authorities.

One unnamed boy in the video said 
he was desperate to get out after being in 
the plant for two months.  “I want to see 
the sun because in here it’s dim, not like 
outside. When our houses are rebuilt we 
can live in peace. Let Ukraine win because 
Ukraine is our native home,” he said.


