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‘Damaged’ Dash-8
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This caused damage to 
the aircraft’s two engines, 
which cost the carrier a 
huge sum to repair, they 
claimed. De Havilland 

Canada and engine 
manufacturer Pratt & 
Whitney have been asked 
to assess the damage. 
The plane was brought to 
Dhaka in February last year.  

Extra flights to ease
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“We are planning to 
operate extra flights on 
domestic routes during the 
Eid vacation, and we will 
implement our planning,” 
Dr Abu Saleh Mostafa 
Kamal, managing director 
and CEO of Biman, told 
The Daily Star. Kamrul 
Islam, general manager of 
marketing at US-Bangla 
Airlines, said they will 
operate one additional 
flight every day to Rajshahi 
and two more flights to 
Syedpur route on April 29.

“We are also planning 

to operate extra flights on 
other domestic routes in 
case of demand,” he said.

US-Bangla operates 
around 35 flights every 
day to seven domestic 
destinations from Dhaka.

Novoair, which 
operates daily 26 to 28 
flights on seven domestic 
destinations from Dhaka, 
said they will operate two 
additional flights each 
to Jashore and Syedpur 
and one more flight each 
to Rajshahi and Barishal 
routes from April 28 to May 
1.

Focus should be
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percent of the total GDP 
now.

Agriculture Minister Dr 
Abdur Razzak, the chief 
guest at the conference, 
said, although agricultural 
land is decreasing day by 
day, productivity is still 
increasing as scientists 
invented hybrid seeds.

“The weather is always 
unpredictable. We have 
to face floods every year. 
We had a lack of irrigation 
facilities over the years and 
we had to wait for rain. But 
we are fighting through 
science and technology,” 
he said.

About the budget 
allocation, he said, the 
budget is enough here.

“If we allocate extra 
money in research, 
maximum institutions will 
not be able to spend the 

allotment,” he added. 
The minister urged the 

institutions to enhance 
their efficiency.

Fisheries and Livestock 
Minister SM Rezaul Karim 
said scientists have already 
invented salt-tolerant 
paddy for the coastal area. 

Planning Minister MA 
Mannan said the buying 
capacity of the country’s 
people is increasing, which 
is growing the demand for 
products.

Emeritus Professor of 
Bangladesh Agricultural 
University MA Sattar 
Mandal presided over 
the discussion, chaired 
by Iftekhar Mahmud, 
president of BAJF.

The Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (CPD) research 
fellow Mustafizur Rahman 
also spoke at the event.

Protect farmland from sand
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10  years as compensation. 
We now earn about Tk 
5 lakh per year from 
crops on the land,” Sudeb 
Kumar Roy, chairman 
of Baniashanta Union 
Parishad, termed the move 
“a clear violation of the 
prime minister’s directive”.

Sharif Zamil, secretary 
of Bapa, said the prime 
minister previously 
instructed not to waste 

any farmland. But 
defying everything, the 
port authorities took the 
decision.

Such sand extraction 
from  Pashur is destroying 
the deltaic environment 
and  ecosystem of the river-
basin. 

Speaking as chief 
guest, former member of 
parliament Nani Gopal  
Mandal said, “We  need to 
find a sustainable solution 

to solve the problem.”
Md Nur Alam Sheikh, 

convener of Bapa’s Mongla 
unit, alleged that the 
Ecnec  project, which was 
approved in 2020, states 
that 216 lakh cubic metres 
of soil and sand  will be 
extracted from Pashur. But 
despite having ample space  
to dump sand in Mongla 
port, they are planning to 
waste agricultural land to 
cut costs.

Workers demand speedy trial
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The affected families have 
not yet received proper 
compensation.

They have been 
demanding maximum 
punishment for those 
responsible, including 
building owner Sohel 
Rana, compensation and 
rehabilitation for injured 

victims and deceased’s 
families, providing life-
long free treatment to 
injured workers, building a 
hospital for workers at the 
site and declaring April 
24 as “National Workers’ 
Mourning Day”.  

E x p r e s s i n g 
disappointment over the 
“slow pace of trial”, Rafiqul 

Islam Sujan, president 
of Bangladesh Garments 
and Industrial Workers 
Federation, said, “In nine 
years, only one of the 594 
witnesses testified. If the 
trial continues like this, it 
will not be disposed of in 
a thousand year. The trial 
must be run under the 
Speedy Trial Tribunal.”

Govt laxity to blame
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organisations and 
industries can’t evade the 
responsibility of polluting 
and destroying rivers. 
“Those who make the law, 
don’t care about it. This 
has become the norm in 
the country.”

Sharif Jamil, secretary of 
Bapa, said there are various 
types of rivers depending 
on their location and areas. 

At times, when the 

government takes 
initiatives to conserve 
rivers, it ushers in hope. 
But the move to reclaim 
rivers falls flat due to 
wrong demarcation, which 
in a way, legalises river 
grabbing,” he said. 

“Without proper 
execution of laws, the effort 
to reclaim rivers will go in 
vain,” he added.

Among others, rivers 
and waterbodies affair 

secretary of Bapa Halim 
Khan, member of National 
River Alliance Syeda 
Roksana Khan, president 
of Doctors for Health and 
Environment Dr M Abu 
Sayed, executive member 
of Bapa MS Siddiqui, 
joint secretary of Bapa 
Humayun Kabir Suman, 
river movement leader 
Saiful Islam, Manis Hossen 
and labour leader Amzad 
Ali were present.  

One in 100 adults
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Addressing as chief guest, 
Health Minister Zahid 
Maleque said besides 
curing physical diseases, 
focus has to be put on 
mental diseases. 

The minister said 
like the global situation, 
Bangladesh is also 
experiencing an increase in 
mental disease.

The minister also said 
the government is working 
so that the country’s 
doctors can provide 
effective healthcare to 

patients.
The guideline should be 

received by civil surgeons 
and others concerned at 
medical colleges across 
the country, said Prof 
Abul Bashar Mohammad 
Khurshid Alam, director 
general of Directorate 
General of Health Services 
(DGHS). 

Khurshid Alam 
stressed on the due role 
of psychiatrists to ensure 
treatment of people 
suffering from “post-
Covid” health ailments.

RMG workers 
block road for 
higher Eid bonus
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Workers of an RMG factory yesterday blocked 
Nabinagar-Chandra highway in Savar, 
demanding higher festival bonus and 10 days’ 
Eid holiday.

The workers took to the street after 
the authorities of Skyline Apparels Ltd at 
Palashbari, Ashulia declared Eid holiday for 
seven days and bonus amounting to half of 
their basic salary.

They withdrew the hour-long blockade 
around 1:30pm after Ashulia industrial police 
assured them of resolving the matter.
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Death anniv 
of Fawzia 
Samad today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
11th death 
anniversary 
of Begum 
Fawzia 
Samad, 
wife of 
late MA Samad, founder 
of Bangladesh General 
Insurance Company Ltd.

Fawzia devoted her 
life to the cause of 
the country’s women, 
serving in different 
capacities, which include 
presidentship of Dhaka 
Ladies Club for 38 years, 
and even till her death. 

She played a vital role in 
establishing Bangladesh 
General Insurance Co Ltd, 
from the very beginning 
from behind. 

In 1949, Fawzia along 
with her litterateur 
husband ran a magazine 
named Minar for children 
and youth. 

This publication was 
published in a book-form 
-- “Minar Samagra”, which 
contributed much to 
Bangla literature and 1952 
Language Movement. 

Born in Sylhet in 1929, 
she passed away on April 
25, 2011 in a Singapore 
hospital. She was the 
mother of Towhid Samad, 
chairman of BGIC; Fancy 
Samad, Tamju Samad and 
Sabrina Samad.


