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FROM PAGE 3

through Salda River 
and Singlar Bil point 
of Brahmanbaria and 
Burichang, and Sashidal 
point of Cumilla.

Police claimed to 
have gotten the intel 
following the arrest 
of three marijuana 
dealers from Ramna and 
Mohammadpur on April 6 
and April 3.

The arrestees are Monir 
Hossain, Belal Hossain and 
Mamun Mia.

Police recovered around 
10 kg of marijuana from 
their possession, said Rajon 
Kumar Saha, assistant 
commissioner of DB.

“We have got some 
information about the 
arrestees’ associates and 
are currently conducting a 
drive to arrest them,” said 
Rajon. 

Investing in edu
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similar stipend for boys 
who have disabilities or 
are from underprivileged 
communities. 

One such boy is Lalon 
Rajghar, a student from a 
tea garden of Kulaura. The 
tenth-grader said he had 
to work at the garden with 
her mother alongside his 
studies. “If I get the stipend, 
I can engage myself more in 
studying,” he said.

Like the students, many 
from different parts of the 
country joined the seminar 
and talked about their 
needs. 

The organisers said as 
the pandemic affected the 
country’s education system 
for two years, there should 
be extra allocation for it in 
the upcoming budget.

In the budget process, 
there is no scope to take 
feedback from the main 
stakeholders, teachers and 
students, said Rasheda. 

In the keynote 

presentation, Muntaseer 
Kamal, research fellow 
of CPD, said education is 
considered to be a priority 
sector in all successive Five-
Year Plan documents, but 
regrettably, over the years, 
Bangladesh could make 
limited progress in terms 
of providing the required 
budgetary allocations for 
education.

Total public expenditure 
on education was only 1.6 
percent of GDP in 1990, 
which rose to about 2 
percent in 2000. Since 
then, it has been hovering 
around this level. 

“Bangladesh will 
graduate from least 
developed country to 
developing country by 
2026, and we have some 
targets to become an 
advanced country. To 
achieve the milestones, 
good, skilled human 
resources are crucial, for 
which proper education 
is required,” said Fahmida 

Khatun, executive director 
of CPD. 

Javed Patel, high 
commissioner (in-
charge) of British High 
Commission, said 
allotment in education is 
crucial for any developing 
country, and Bangladesh’s 
journey in development 
over two decades is 
inspiring.

Quazi Faruque 
Ahmed, member of 
Education Policy 2010 
Formulation Committee; 
lawmaker Aroma Dutta; 
Hans Lambrecht, first 
secretary of delegation 
of the European Union 
to Bangladesh; Veera 
Mendonca, deputy 
representative of Unicef 
Bangladesh, also spoke at 
the event. 

Chairperson of PKSF 
and Education Watch Qazi 
Kholiquzzaman Ahmad 
chaired the programme. 
Planning Minister MA 
Mannan was chief guest.

Little progress
FROM PAGE 3

charges in absence of 
the accused.” The court 
recently decided to begin 
the trial in absentia.

“A gazette notification 
will be issued in this regard. 
After that, charges will be 
framed,” he said.

Preferring to be 
unnamed, a WDB official 
said Lincon left the country 
soon after the filing of the 
case by ACC in 2017.

Meanwhile, in an order 
on March 3, 2022, the WDB 
directorate of discipline 
withheld all arrear payment 
to Lincon.

Contacted, ACC 
Director General (Legal and 
Prosecution) Mir Ruhul 
Amin said police delayed 
in giving a report on the 
whereabouts of Lincon. 
“It’s a different agency. If 
they delay in giving report, 
what can we do?” he said.

Years pass
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incident, rehabilitation of 
survivors and deceased’s 
families, medical expenses 
for lifetime, and jobs.

Mahmudul Hasan 
Hridoy, president of Savar 
Rana Plaza Survivors 
Association of Bangladesh, 
who used to work at the 
establishment, told The 
Daily Star, a single demand 
is yet to be fulfilled.

“We, the majority of 
survivors, have lost our 
normal lives,” Hridoy said. 
“The government should 
meet our demands.”

Khairul Mamun Mintu, 
organising secretary of 
Bangladesh Trade Union 
Centre, told this newspaper 
that the majority of 
survivors and affected 
families are passing 
days in hardship. So, the 
government should take 
initiatives to provide their 
due compensation.

At least 1,136 workers 
were killed and over 2,438 
were injured in the tragedy.

Police covering 
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upset over the series of 
clashes between traders 
and Dhaka College students 
in New Market area, 
which killed two people 
and injured many others. 
Fakhrul alleged that cases 
were filed against 1,200 
people mentioning the 
names of 24 BNP leaders, 
instead of arresting the real 
offenders. 

“At least three activists 
of Dhaka College Chhatra 
League have been identified 
from the video footage,” he 
alleged.  

He said BNP will stage 

rallies in all metropolitan 
cities, including the capital, 
on Tuesday, demanding 
the release of arrested BNP 
leader Makbul Hossain 
and the withdrawal of false 
cases filed by police. 

Four cases were filed 
in connection with the 
violence, while police on 
Friday arrested former 
New Market Thana BNP 
President Makbul in one 
of the cases for obstructing 
police in performing 
duties, assaulting law 
enforcement officers, and 
damaging property during 
the clashes.   

Address water
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“We see growing saline 
intrusion in our coastal 
areas. We also see a sharp 
decline in groundwater 
levels in some parts of the 
country. Our government 
is emphasising nature-
based solutions, including 
rainwater harvesting,” she 
added.

Kumamoto of Japan 
and Asia-Pacific Water 
Forum (APWF) jointly 
organised the summit 
under the theme “Water for 
Sustainable Development-
Best Practices and the Next 
Generation”.  
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