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It was to establish
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Locals said both the 
factions were seen roaming 
the area on motorbikes for 
a week. Around 9:00pm 
on Tuesday, when the 
Babar-led faction went to 
Junglekhain, their rivals 
attacked them, leading to 
the clash.

Badiul Alam -- who 
rushed to CMCH on 
Tuesday night -- alleged 
that his followers were 
attacked by BNP and 
Jamaat-Shibir people 
who sneaked into Jubo 
League. The JL leader 
said his supporters came 
under attack when they 

went to Junglekhain union 
to invite some senior 
Awami League leaders and 
freedom fighters to an iftar.

Contacted, Sabuj, 
president of the union 
unit of JL and chairman 
of Junglekhain Union 
Parishad, said his followers 
were not involved in 
Tuesday’s clash. 

“All the injured were 
outsiders. They came to 
the area for establishing 
supremacy,” he said. 

Meanwhile, no case was 
filed over the incident till 
yesterday evening, said 
Rezaul Karim Majumder, 
OC of Patiya Police Station.Momen questions
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improved relations in the 
coming years. 

The foreign minister 
said Bangladesh has a “very 
solid and independent” 
Election Commission 
and its democracy is very 

transparent. “Every person 
in Bangladesh believes in 
democracy. We want all 
parties in elections.”

“They have given much 
respect to my delegation,” 
Momen said, referring 
to his meeting with US 

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken. 

The minister had also 
visited Japan, Palau and 
Singapore after wrapping 
up his US visit. “My entire 
trip was very positive.”  

Disaster averted
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“It is a natural forest 
covering 5,630.40 acres 
of land. There are many 
species of trees, bamboo 
groves and wild animals. 
All their lives will be 
endangered if the road is 
constructed through the 
forest,” said Alauddin, 
range officer of the Juri 
Forest Department. 

“There is a large old teak 
garden in the area. Timber 
smugglers will get more 
scopes for their activities 
if the road is constructed,” 
said Abdul Karim Kim, 
general secretary of 
Bangladesh Paribesh 
Andolon’s (Bapa) Sylhet 
chapter.

Saidul Islam, proprietor 

of Paradise Construction, 
said, “We were compelled 
to stop the construction 
due to some legal 
complications. We might 
incur losses as well.”

Contacted, LGED’s 
Juri upazila engineer 
Abdul Matin said they 
had initiated the project 
following a demand 
order (DO) letter from the 
Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change Ministry.

“The final decision will 
be taken after consulting 
with the minister,” he 
added.

This correspondent 
could not reach the 
environment minister over 
the phone despite repeated 
attempts.  

Strike spells misery
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Later, police arrested seven 
persons, including the 
president of Ambulance 
Drivers Association, after 
the hospital authorities 
filed a case with Dinajpur 
Sadar Police Station, said 
OC Mozaffar Hossain of the 
police station.

Both the transport 
workers and ambulance 
drivers enforced the strikes 
demanding withdrawal 
of the cases filed against 
them.  

All the arrestees received 
bail and other issues will be 
settled after Eid, said Fazle 
Rabbi.

A box that can make
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Some days later, Chadni 
calls the target, pretending 
to be a customs official, and 
says a charge has to be paid 
to release the gift. 

Like this, they would get 
the money and then stop all 
communication.

In many cases, the 
criminals pretended to be 
a woman working in the US 
military. The woman would 
say that she is stationed in 
Syria and needs to deposit 
a huge sum of money. She 
then mentions that she is 

sending it to Bangladesh.
After that, a routine 

similar to the fake customs 
official one starts.

If anyone refused to 
pay up, the criminals 
threatened the target, 
saying that a money-
laundering case will be 
filed, said investigators 
quoting arrestees. The 
third way is the strangest 
one. The gang lured targets 
by sending them a video of 
a box that can create dollars 
by just putting in some 
cotton and chemicals. 

The criminals would say 
that they already have huge 
sums of dollars and do not 
need the box anymore. For 
an amount, the box can be 
handed over to the targets, 
said investigators.

DC Mashiur said the 
arrestees used to embezzle 
Tk 6 to 7 lakh from each of 
the victims. “There are cases 
against all the arrestees. We 
have got some details of the 
absconding Bangladeshi 
partners of the syndicate, 
and a drive is underway to 
arrest them,” he added.

It’s all about 
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The ongoing programme 
started last December and 
is expected to end within 
the next six months. 

Under the project, 15,120 
people are being taught in 
502 batches at 252 teaching 
centres in the upazila.

“We expect to eradicate 
illiteracy in the upazila 
upon completion of the 
programme,” said Azad 
Hossain Bacchu, executive 
director of RBUS. 

Shamal Chandra Roy, 
programme officer of the 
project in Pirojpur, said it 

is a good initiative by the 
government. 

“We are monitoring 
the project closely. Those 
getting the opportunity 
will be greatly benefitted 
after the programme’s 
completion,” he added.  

Ensuring safe female
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training of female migrant 
workers. The minister 
also said there is a need 
for providing female 
migrants with proper 
language training to create 
opportunities for them 
as caregivers in different 
countries, including 
Germany and Japan. He 
urged AWMV members to 
conduct research-oriented 
activities and implement 
those successfully. 

MJF Executive Director 
Shaheen Anam said the 
alliance’s launching is an 
“important” step.

Shaheen Anam said 
there are lots of challenges 
in female migration, 
while the government 
has different initiatives to 
promote and strengthen it.

She said female 
migration will face 

challenges if different 
issues in the field are not 
identified and resolved.

It is expected that 
alongside males, females 
will migrate as per law, they 
will have proper contract 
paper, be able to work and 
get due wage as per the 
contract, and stay safe in 
the host country, she said.

“However, the reality 
is largely different,” she 
said, adding that many 
female migrant workers 
have faced exploitation, 
discrimination and 
violence and returned 
home. Secretary of the 
expatriates’ welfare 
ministry Ahmed Munirus 
Saleheen urged rights 
groups to build a “positive 
narrative” regarding female 
migration and work for 
their rights.

AWMV Chair and 
CWCS President Prof 
Ishrat Shamim and AWMV 
Secretary General Advocate 
Farida Yeasmin, among 
others, spoke at the event. 

Farmers still facing
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Right organisations have 
demanded punishment of 
officials and staff of BMDA, 
who were responsible for 
the suicides. 

They also asked BMDA 
to reduce dependency on 
underground water, as its 
arbitrary use is creating 
an acute water crisis in the 
Barind region.

Shamsul Huda said this 
(two indigenous farmers 
dying by suicide due to water 
crisis) is not an isolated 
incident. It is a reflection 
of discrimination, 
irregularities and 
corruption, which have 
been going on in the areas 
for a long time.

He said the victims 

should be given proper 
compensation. There is no 
policy for poor and women 
farmers. He suggested 
the government increase 
subsidies for them.

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association, said, 
“Culture of impunity 
prevails in the country. 
We want exemplary 
punishment so that none 
dare commit such an act in 
the future.”

“The time has come to 
bring the discrimination 
created by public servant to 
the fore,” she said.

It is necessary to disclose 
the status of underground 
and surface water. The 

government does not 
disclose it, which creates 
scope for irregularities. 
“The government 
thinks disclosing actual 
situation may reveal its 
incompetency, but it will 
actually help for future 
planning,” she added.

The role of the 
agriculture ministry is 
very concerning. It does 
not care about connecting 
with marginal farmers, 
rather it is interested in 
serving multinational seed 
companies’ interests, she 
alleged. 

Speakers also asked the 
government to identify 
the water situation in the 
Barind region as a national 
problem.
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The future is almost here
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However, all stations 
must have four staircases, 
four escalators and two 
elevators on the first floor, 
mentioned the official 
wishing anonymity.

Although the width 
of staircases at Uttara 
North, Central and South 
stations is expected to be 
around five to six metres, 
staircases at Kazipara and 
Shewrapara stations would 
be around 2.5 metres due 
to lack of space, he added.

Replying to a query, 
additional project director 
Abdul Baquee Miah said 
they are acquiring more 
land to build footpaths at 
several stations, including 
Kazipara and Shewrapara.

“Land acquisition is a 
complex process, but we are 
hopeful about building a 
footpath before launching 
the operations,” he said. 

Dhaka North City 
Corporation Mayor Atiqul 
Islam recently criticised 

Dhaka Mass Transit 
Company Ltd -- which is 
implementing the project 
-- for not leaving enough 
space for footpaths at 
metro rail stations in 
Mirpur area.

DMTCL has sought 
more than Tk 11,000 crore 
for the project, acquiring 

more land for footpath 
space being one of the 
major reasons behind it.

Replying to another 
query, Baquee said 
footpath would not be an 
issue as they would manage 
the station areas on behalf 
of the city corporation.   

Makawadee Sumitmor, ambassador of Thailand in 
Dhaka, visited the station yesterday to witness the 
project’s progress. Italian-Thai Development PLC of 
Thailand is the contractor implementing around 70 
percent of the civil works of the project, according to 
officials. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON
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