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of relief that Hriday Mondal,

imprisoned for 19 days and denied
bail twice, for trying to explain the
difference between science and religion
to his students, has been granted bail.
After all, many accused and arrested
for similar acts did not fare so well:
Pabitra Kumar Roy, a headmaster at
Lalmonirhat’s Taluk Shakhati High
School, had to spend 100 days in jail for
writing a post commenting on the need
for “sacrificing the inner beasts” during
Eid-ul-Azha, before finally being granted
bail. Jhouman Das, arrested under the
Digital Security Act (DSA) for criticising
Hefazat-e-Islam leader Mamunul Haque,
was denied bail for six months, while
Ruma Sarkar, assistant professor at
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the universe—cannot be discouraged,
much less criminalised, in a society
that purports to value truth and
critical thinking. But here lies the
catch: we are not a society that values
critical thinking. We do not encourage
differences of opinion, or nuanced
debates on history or politics—not in
parliament, on the streets, our columns
or the classrooms. We do not even
allow a citizen to formulate a critical
post about a minister’s failures, so why
should we expect anything different
from the masses who have their own
political biases and preferences, fuelled
by socio-political realities not entirely of
their own making?

Over the years, we have seen this
intolerance take on more aggressive
hues. Even the smallest nudges can
throw us into the throes of “hurt” and
fits of brutality. We can burn down
homes of entire communities in the
so-called defence of our belief, all the
while oblivious to the fact that it is us,
in fact, who are doing a disservice to
its teachings. As someone born into a
Muslim family, my religious sentiments
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