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Empower
FROM PAGE 3

Sharif Jamil, coordinator of 
Waterkeepers Bangladesh, 
chaired the seminar while 
Mohammed Golam Sarwar, 
assistant professor of 
law at Dhaka University, 
presented the keynote on 
NRCC law.  

Using torture cells
FROM PAGE 5

While addressing a briefing 
at the capital’s DMP media 
centre yesterday, AKM 
Hafiz Akter, additional 
commissioner (DB) of DMP, 
disclosed the arrest and 
talked about Mamun’s 
criminal activities.

They were all shown 
arrested in a separate 
narcotics case in Dhaka, 
and a court later placed 
the arrestees on a four-day 
remand, said police.

Hafiz said Mamun’s 
one of the prime sources 
of illegal money collection 
from the narcotics 
business.

Mamun’s latest victim, 
Shibu Lal, is a noted 
contractor in Patuakhali. 
He was abducted with 
another victim -- car driver 
Miraz Mia.

Mashiur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner 
(Gulshan division) of DB, 

told The Daily Star that 
the gang has always been 
supported by a section of 
political leaders. “We have 
come to know that the 
gang has been doing such 
criminal activities since 
2017.”

As the Padma bridge is 
going to open for public 
movement within a couple 
of months, the criminals 
wanted to start a new 
business, like rent-a-car 
and tourism services, by 
collecting a huge sum 
of money through such 
criminal activities, said 
Mashiur.

“We have got some 
information from the 
arrestees about those 
who shelter the gang. 
We have already shared 
the information with the 
district police and are 
conducting drives to arrest 
them,” said the official. 

BNP questions
FROM PAGE 3

The BNP leader said the 
current government has 
completely failed to run the 
country and deliver on all 
fronts. The BNP leader said 
the old cases against BNP 
leaders are being revived to 
divert people’s attention to 
a different direction from 
the ruling party leaders’ 
corruption. 

Fakhrul said newspapers 
are running reports on how 
the ruling party leaders 
at different levels -- from 
the centre to the union -- 
amassed huge wealth by 
indulging in corruption. 

He, however, alleged 
that the ACC is not taking 
any step to investigate the 
allegations of corruption 
against the ruling party 
leaders. “This ACC has 
completely been politicised 
like the judiciary and the 
administration.”

People laugh
FROM PAGE 3

Hasan said the Mass Media 
Employees Bill (Services 
Conditions) has been 
sent to parliamentary 
standing committee. The 
committee can change and 

rectify the draft and even it 
(committee) can send back 
the bill, he said, adding 
that the committee has the 
power.

So, the minister said, 
there is no reason to worry.  

COLLEGE STUDENT’S DEATH 

PBI given time 
again to finish 
probe
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday again asked Police Bureau 
of Investigation (PBI) to submit -- by May 17 -- the 
probe report in a case filed against Bashundhara 
Group Managing Director Sayem Sobhan Anvir and 
seven others over the rape and murder of a college 
student in Dhaka’s Gulshan.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Begum Yeasmin 
Ara passed the order after Investigation Officer Md 
Alaudddin, also an inspector of PBI, failed to submit 
the report.

With the latest one, the PBI took 11 dates to 
submit the report.

On March 31, the same court asked the PBI to 
submit the report by yesterday. Police recovered 
the body of the 21-year-old college student in a 
Gulshan flat on April 26 last year. Her elder sister 
on September 6 filed a case with the Women and 
Children Repression Prevention Tribunal-8 of 
Dhaka, bringing allegations of rape and murder.

3 bullet-hit
FROM PAGE 5

Sabuj and Babar could not 
be contacted for comments.

Legal actions will be 
taken against those involved 
in the incident after getting 
a written complaint in 
this regard, said Rezaul 
Karim Majumdar, officer-
in-charge of Patiya Police 
Station.

Peaceful coexistence
FROM PAGE 3

Hussain said the US believes 
in the religious freedom of 
all -- Christians, Buddhists, 
Muslims and Hindus. 
“We want to see religious 
freedom for all people 
everywhere in the world. 
Whether it is Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, India or the 
United States. That’s our 
message here.” 

Separately talking 
to reporters, Shahriar 
Alam said the two spoke 
of working together to 
improve religious harmony 
and make sure politicians 
do not use religion as a tool.

Noting the communal 
attacks on a Buddhist 
temple in Ramu and 
violence in Cumilla, he said 
social media can destabilise 
religious harmony. 

Besides, he said when 
friendly countries come up 
with statements or actions, 
they need to understand 

the reality on the ground 
first in such cases.

On Rohingyas, Hussain 
said it is important to 
understand that they 
suffered a genocide and 
that it is difficult for them 
to return to Myanmar 
before stability returns.

Therefore, he said it 
is important to ensure 
that they have liveable 
conditions in Bangladesh, 
so that they have some hope 
and opportunities through 
education, training and 
economic participation.

In response, Alam said 
the government is already 
providing education and 
training to the Rohingyas 
and will do more in the 
future. 

Besides, he protested 
the latest Israeli attacks 
on Palestinians during 
Ramadan. He said such 
attacks are unacceptable. 

Bank accounts
FROM PAGE 5

embezzle money from 
people by deceiving them. 
The gang members would 
become friends with 
unknown people on social 
media. Later, they would 
say that they are sending 
a costly gift as a token of 
friendship.

Finally, a local syndicate 
member identifying 
themself as a customs 
official would call the 
target, saying that a gift 
came from abroad but a 
customs charge is needed 
to release the item. Then 
they would provide a 
“rented” bank account 
number.

Detectives came to know 
all this, after a victim filed 
a complaint with Paltan 
Police Station last week. 
The victim had paid around 
Tk 55,000 as custom 
charge and then realised he 

was duped.
AC Khalilur said drives 

are underway to find Biplob 
and those who are renting 
out the accounts.

Biplop is accused in over 
a dozen cases. He has been 
arrested several times, but 
manages to get out on bail, 
the official said.

Like Biplob, one Harun-
or-Rashid also maintains 
such accounts for the 
syndicate.

Contacted, officials 
working at Bangladesh 
Financial Intelligence Unit 
said there is no written 
rule or circular stipulating 
how many accounts an 
individual can open.

However, if any criminal 
offence or suspicious 
transaction is noticed, 
the bank can inform law 
enforcers, they said.

Mashiur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner 
(Gulshan division) of DB, 
said a section of Nigerians 
joined hands with some 
Bangladeshis to form 
criminal groups. The gangs 
mostly use people from 
low-income groups to open 
bank accounts in their 
names and use those for 
criminal activities.

“We are holding 
meetings with bank 
authorities to inform them 
about these frauds and 
taking steps in this regard,” 
he told The Daily Star 
yesterday.
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